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PREFACE 


TThE  following  performance  is  with  diffidence  fubmit- 
ted  to  the  judgment  of  the  public.  The  difficulties  that 
muft  have  occured  in  comprifing  the  principal  events  of 
a great  kingdom,  during  more  than  twelve  centuries, 
within  three  oStivo  volumes,  may  probably  entitle  them 
to  the  candour  of  the  reader : But  the  author  would  be 
inexcufable  did  he  not  devote  a monjent  to  the  mention 
of  the  different  authorities  on  which  the  work  is  founded. 

In  French  he  has  diligently  confulted  the  Hiflories  of 
Daniel,  Mezeray,  and  Henault;  the  Memoirs  of  Sully 
and  De  Retz  ; the  Hiflories  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth 
and  Fifteenth,  by  Voltaire  ; and  Montefqniea’s  Spirit  of 
Laws. 

In  Englifh  he  is  principally  indebted  to  Mr.  Wraxall’s 
Memoirs  of  the  Race  of  Valois,  Dr.  Robertfon’s  Hillory 
of  Charles  the  Fifth,  Watfon’s  Hillory  of  Philip  the 
Second,  and  Hume’s  Hillory  of  England  ; nor  would  he 
wilh  to  conceal  that  in  fome  few  inllances,  where  fie  found 
it  neceffary  to  convey  the  exafl  fenfe  of  thefe  writers, 
he  Ihould  have  thought  it  prefumption  to  have  altered 
their  expredions. 
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ORIGIN  AND  FIRST  EXPEDITIONS  OF  THE  FRANV.S.— 
REIGN  OF  CLOVIS  HIS  VICTORIES  OVER  THE  RO. 
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VISIGOTHS  i — HIS  CONVERSION  TO  THE  CHRISTIAN 
FAITH  i — DIVISION  OF  HIS  EMPIRE  BETWEEN  HlS 
SONS,  THIERRI,  CLODOMIR,  CHILDEBERT,  AND  CI.O- 
TAIRE.-  SUCCESSION  AND  EXTINCTION  OF  THE  MERO- 
VINGIAN RACE. 


H I L E the  Roman  Empire,  under  the 
joint  government  of  Valerian  and  Gallicnus/  was 
attacked  on  every  fide  by  the  blind  fiiry  of  fo- 
reign invaders,  the  name  and  warlike  Ipirit  of  the 
Franks  were  firft  revealed  to  the  aftoniflied  and 
trembling  natives  of  Spain  and  Africa.  The  ori- 
gin of  thefe  martial  barbarians,  whofe  pofterity 
VOL.  I.  B compofe 
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coinpofe  one  of  the  mod  powerful  and  enlighten- 
cil  monarchies  of  Europe,  has  employed  every 
efTort  of  learning  and  ingenuity;  Panonia,  Gaul, 
and  the  northern  pai  ts  of  Germany,  have  fuccef- 
fivcly  claimed,  and  been  allowed  the  honour  of 
their  birth ; But  iliefe  difeordant  opinions  are 
rejected  by  the  mod  rational  critics ; and  it  is 
DOW  generally  fuppofed,  that  about  the  two  hun- 
dred and  fortieth  year  of  the  chriftian 
' "'*■  a.*ra,  under  the  reign  of  the  emperor 
Gordian,  a confederacy  was  formed  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  lower  Rhine  and  tlie  Wefer;  Thefe 
alVumed  the  honourable  name  of  Franks,  or 
Freemen;  and  the  laws  of  their  union,  which, 
at  lirft  were  dictated  by  mutual  advantage,  were 
contkmed  by  gi  adual  experience. 

I'he  Rhine,  the  boafted  fafeguard  of  the  Ro- 
man provinces,  proved  but  a feeble  barrier  a- 
gainft  thefe  enterprifing  confederates ; the  devaft- 
ations  of  the  Franks  ftretched  from 
A.  D.  160.  Pyrenees  ; 

their  army  penetrated  through  the  pafics  of  thofe 
difficult  mountains;  and  Tarragona,  the  capital 
of  a peaceful  province,  was  facked  and  almoft  dc- 
ftroyed  by  their  rapacious  fury.  For  twelve  years, 
while  the  imperial  feeptre  was  feebly  fwayed  by 
Gallienus,  Spain  was  the  theatre  of  their  deftruc- 
tive  hoftilitics ; the  ports  of  the  exhaufted  coun- 
try fupplied  them  with  veffels  to  tranfport  them- 
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fclves  into  Mauritania  j and  Africa  beheld  with 
terror  and  aftonifliment  the  manners  and  habits, 
the  complexion  and  ferocious  courage,  of  thefe 
new  invaders. 

In  the  reign  of  Probus,  the  Franks  were  cqm-  • 
pelled  by  the  viftorious  arms  of  that  monarch  to 
repafe  the  Rhine,  and  to  flicker  them- 

r , • u a • • *77- 

fclves  m the  flat  maritime  country 
which  they  had  previoufly  occupied,  interfered 
and  overflowed  by  the  ftagnating  waters  of  the 
redundant  river  j but  a colony  eftabliflied  by  the 
cirpcror  on  the  fea-coaft  of  Pontus,  animated  by 
their  unconquerable  love  of  freedom,  feized  a fleet 
flationed  in  the  harbours  of  the  Euxine,  and  re- 
folved  to  explore  their  way  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Phafis,  to  that  of  the  Rhine.  They  efcaped  through 
the  Bofphorus  and  Hcllcfpont,  and  fpread  their 
depredations  along  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean } the  dcfencelefs  and  unfufpefting  fliores  of 
Afia,  Greece,  and  Africa  were  affli6tcd  by  their 
frequent  defeents  ; the  city  of  Syracufe  was  fur- 
prifed,  her  treafures  rifled,  and  her  inhabitants 
maflTacred.  Thence  direfting  their  courfe  to  the 
columns  of  Hercules,  they  committed  themfelves 
to  the  wide  expanfe  of  the  ocean ; and  fleering 
through  the  Britifti  channel,  landed  triumphant  on 
the  Batavian  or  Frifian  (hores. 

During  a long  period  of  barbaric  darknefs,  the 
Franks  arc  concealed  from  our  viewj  but  they 
B 2 emerged 
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emerged  again  when  the  throne  of  Valentinian  the 
1 hird  was  fliaken  by  the  Scythian  torrent,  and 
Attila  poured  on  the  empire  the  temped  of  his 
arms.  The  Franks,  who  had  already  cdablifhed 
the  right  of  hereditary  fuccenion  in  the  Merovin- 
gian race,  eagerly  feized  the  favourable  moment 
of  enterprife,  and  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
extending  the  limits  of  their  monarchy,  dill  con- 
fined to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rhine.  Dif- 
pargum,  a village  between  Logvain  and  Brudels, 
was  the  refidence  of  Clodion,  the  fird  of  their 
kings  mentioned  in  authentic  hidory ; Informed 
by  his  fpies  of  the  defencelefs  date  of  the  adjacent 
country,  he  prefied  through  that  part 
440.  fored  of  Ardennes  between  the 

Sclicld  and  the  Meufe,  occupied  the  cities  of 
Tournay  and  Cambray,  and  extended  his  con- 
queds  as  far  as  the  river  Somme.  Though  fur- 
prifed  and  routed  by  the  Roman  general  Aitius, 
he  foon  retrieved  his  drength  and  reputation,  and 
tnaintained  the  pofleflion  of  his  new  acquifitions. 
But  his  death  expofed  his  kingdom  to  the  difcord 
and  ambition  of  his  two  fonsj  and  while  the 
elder  fought  the  formidable  alliance  of  Attila,  the 
Scytliian  monarch,  the  younger  implored  and  ob- 
tainfd  the  proteftion  of  the  court  of  Rome. 

The  wedern  empire  of  Rome,  feparated  from 
that  of  the  cad,  already  rapidly  verged  towards 
its  diffolution  j and  the  authority  of  Odoacer,  a 

barbarian 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google' 


Puhtuehfit the  ,t<t  tiftfli  fy  C.^  U.Kr«r»lejr..lT/<'./4r/*C»»yt-^/T? • 


Dkinizod  by  Googl( 


HIS.TORY  OF  FRANCE.  5 

barbarian  mercenary,  was  extlnguiflied  by  the 
reign  of  Theodoric  the  Oftrogoth;  when  the  kin- 
dred tribes  of  the  Franks  feated  along  the  Scheld 
and  the  Meufe,  the  Mofelle  and  the  Rhine,  were 
attracted  by  the  fuperior  merit  of  Clovis,  who 
had  fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  Salic  tribe 
by  the  death  of  his  father  Childeric.  The  narrow 
limits  of  his  kingdom  were  confined  to  the  ifland 
of  the  Batavians,  with  the  ancient  diocefes  of 
Xournay  and  Arras  ; but  his  martial  bands  were 
fwelled  by  the  voluntary  allegiance  of  his  country- 
men i and  his  vidtorious  banner  was  followed 
by  the  warriors,  who,  though  governed  by  the 
independent  kings  of  the  Merovingian  race,  were 
V free  to  lhare  the  fortunes  of  a popular  and  fuc- 
cclsful  general. 

.^gidius,  a noble  Roman,  and  the  matter- gene- 
ral of  Gaul,  had  cttabliflied  an  independent  fove- 
reignty  beyond  the  Alps.  When  the  Franks  were 
diflatisfied  with  the  youthful  follies  of  Childeric 
their  king,  they  entrutted  the  feeptre  to  the  hand 
of  the  Roman  general ; but  as  foon  as  the  fickle 
barbarians  repented  of  their  injury  to  the  Mero- 
vingian race,  the  rettoration  of  the  lawful  prince 
was  prudently  acquiefeed  in  by  the  moderation  of 
AEgidius  : Syagrius,  his  fon,  with  the  authority  at 
leaft,  if  not  with  the  title  of  king,  poflefled  the 
city  and  diocefe  of  Soittbns,  with  Rheims  and 
Troyes,  Beauvais  and  Amiens.  The  glory  of  the’ 
B 3 father, 
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father,  with  the  power  of  the  fon,  excited  the 
Jealoufy  and  ambition  of  Clovis ; and  Syagrius  ac- 
cepted the  hoftile  defiance  of  his  rival,  and  ap- 
pointed the  day  and  the  field  of  battle.  The  Ro- 
man chief,  with  his  diforderly  multitude,  was  van- 
quilhed  by  the  intrepid  Franks  at  Nogent,  about 
ten  miles  from  Soiflbns : The  unfortunate  ^gi- 
dius  in  vain  efcaped  to  the  diftant  court  of  Thou- 
loufe ; he  was  furrendered  to  the  menaces  of  the 
viftor.  The  Belgic  cities,  Soiflbns,  Rheims,  Pro- 
vence, Sens,  Troyes,  and  Auxerre,  opened  their 
gates  to  the  triumphant  Clovis ; whofe  dominions 
towards  the  eatt  were  enlarged  by  the  diocefe  of 
Tongres,  a conqueft  which  he  at- 
***'  cbieved  in  the  tenth  year  of  his 
reign. 

The  Alemanni  had  fpread  themfelves  in  Gaul 
over  the  modern  provinces  of  Lorrain  and  Alface, 
and  their  invafion  of  the  kingdom  of  Cologne 
fumrnoned  Clovis  to  the  defence  of  his  kinfman 
^ ^ and  ally.  In  the  plains  of  Tolbiac, 
twenty- four  miles  from  the  city  of 
Cologne,  the  two  armies  encountered  each  other 
with  equal  valour  and  mutual  animofity.  In  the 
firft  onfet  the  ranks  of  the  Franks  were  broken, 
and  the  fhouts  of  the  Alemanni  proclaimed  their 
hopes  of  viftory ; But  the  batde  was  reflored  by 
the  Ikill  and  example  of  Clovis;  the  Franks  re- 
turned to  the  charge,  and  their  tranfient  difgrace 

was 
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was  effaced  by  a cruel  flaughter.  The  Alemanni 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  Ihdtcr  thcmfelves  in  the 
deep  receffes  of  their  forefts  j their  Ring,  the  laft 
who  could  boaft  that  title,  perilhed  in  the  field ; 
and  his  fubjedls  were  preferved  only  by  the  mo- 
deration of  the  conqueror,  who  condefeended  to 
accept  their  fubmiffion,  and  permitted  them,  while 
they  acknowledged  his  fovereignty,  to  retain  their 
peculiar  manners  and  inllltutions,  under  the  go- 
vernment of  official,  and  at  length,  hereditary 
dukes. 

Clovis  had  been  early  educated,  and  perfevered 
tmtil  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  in  the  errors  of 
paganifm  : But  although  he  had  hitherto  rejeded 
or  difregarded  the  evidence  of  chriftianity,  his 
fubjeds  of  Gaul  enjoyed  the  free  and  uncontroul- 
led  exercife  of  their  religious  worlhip.  He  had 
efpoufed  in  the  fair  Clotilda,  the  niece  of  the  king 
of  Burgundy,  a zealous  catholic  j and  the  influ- 
ence of  the  queen  was  inceffantly  direded  towards 
the  converfion  of  her  hufband.  Some  fuperftiti- 
ous  fears  were  excited  in  Clovis  by  the  death  of 
their  infant  fon,  who  had  been  purified  in  the  fount 
of  baptifm ; but  he  was  perfuaded  to  renew  the 
facred  experiment;  and  in  the  battle  of  Tolbiac, 
when  the  broken  ranks  of  the  Franks  w'ere  preffed 
by  the  Alemanni,  Clovis  loudly  invoked  the  god  of 
Clotilda,  and  of  the  clrriftians:  His  decifive  vidory 
contributed  to  confirm  his  wavering  mind  ; he 
B 4.  lificned 
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liftened  refpeftfully  to  the  holy  eloquence  of  Re- 
migius,  the  bifliop  of  Rheims,  and  declared  him- 
felf  fully  fatisfied  of  the  trucli  of  the  catholic  faith. 
Political  reafons  might  fufpend  for  fome  time  his 

public  avowal ; but  in  the  fixteenth  year 

A.D.496.  ...... 

of  his  reign  the  important  ceremony 
of  his  baptifm  was  performed  with  folemn  magni- 
ficence in  the  cathedral  of  Rheims  j and  on  the 
fame  day  three  thoufand  of  his  obedient  fubjefts 
imitated  the  devout  example  of  their  fovereign. 
The  mind  of  Clovis  had  been  afFefted  by  the  pa- 
thetic tale  of  the  Paffion  and  the  Death  of  Chrift; 
and  infenfible  of  the  beneficial  confequences  of 
the  myfterious  facrifice,  he  exclaimed,  with  reli- 
gious fervour,  " Had  I been  prefent  with  my 
“ valiant  Franks,  I would  have  revenged  his  in- 
“ juries.”  But  though  he  publicly  profeffed  to 
acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  gofpcl,  the  mild  ‘ 
precepts  which  it  inculcated  were  but  little  re- 
fpefted  by  the  afpiring  barbarian  j after  difmining 
a Synod  of  the  Gallican  church,  he  calmly  afiaf- 
finated  all  the  princes  of  the  Merovingian  race; 
and  the  only  monarch  in  the  chriftian  world  free 
from  the  ftain  or  imputation  of  herefy,  was  perpe- 
tually employed  in  the  aggrandizement  of  his  do- 
4;ninions  by  the  violation  of  every  moral  and  reli- 
gious duty. 

The  conquefts  of  Clovis  were  equally  atchieved 
by  his  head  and  hand,  and  even  his  converfion 
J contributed 
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contributed  to  promote  his  ambition.  The  inde- 
pendent cities  of  Gaul  were  influenced  by  their 
prelates  to  acknowledge  the  jurifdiflion  of  a ca- 
tholic king;  the  Armorican  provinces,  (a  name 
which  comprehended  the  maritime  countr)^  of 
Gaul,  between  the  Seine  and  the  Loire,)  abandon- 
ed by  the  Romans,  had  united  for  their  defence, 
and  under  the  form  of  a free  government  had  en- 
deavoured to  repel  the  defultory  defcents  of  the 
northern  pirates.  Though  the  inftable  foOndarion 
of  their  republic  had  been  repeatedly  lhaken,  yet 
they  guarded  with  vigilance  their  domeftic  free- 
dom, and  aflerted  the  dignity  of  the  Roman  name. 
Tho  valour  they  had  difplayed  in  repelling  the  at- 
tacks of  Clovis,  excited  the  efteem  of  that  martial 
monarch,  and  their  fuccefsful  oppofition  produced 
an  honourable  union ; they  accepted  without  reludt- 
ance  the  generous  capitulation  of  a ca- 
tholic hero,  and  the' power  and  ftrength  ‘ 
of  the  fon  of  Childeric  were  increafed  to  a formi- 
dable height  by  thefe  voluntary  accefllons;  but 
the  redudtion  of  the  northern  provinces  of  Gaul 
was  the  gradual  operation  of  war  and  negociationj 
and  Clovis  acquired  each  obje£k  of  his  ambition 
by  the  united  efforts  of  force  and  art. 

The  kingdom  of  the  Burgundians  extended 
from  the  foreft  of  Vofges  to  the  Alps  and  to  the  fea 
of  Marfeilles.  Gondebaud,  the  uncle  of  Clotilda, 
who  held  the  feeptre,  to  fccurc  his  throne  from 
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domeftic  contention,  had  facrificed  the  lives  ot 
two  of  his  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  the  father 
of  the  queen  of  the  Franks ; a third  brother, 
Godegefi),  had  been  fpared  by  his  policy  or  hu- 
manity, and  was  fufFered  to  polTefs  the  dependent 
principality  of  Geneva.  The  faith  of  Gondebaud 
was  ftained  with  Arianifm,  but  his  fubjedts  were 
ftrongly  inclined  to  the  orthodox  religion ; and 
his  brother  Godegefil  confpired  with  Clovis,  who 
was  ftimulated  by  inordinate  ambition,  holy  zeal, 
and  a defire  to  revenge  the  murder  of  the  father 
of  Clotilda.  In  a battle  fought  between  Langres 

and  Diion,  Gondebaud,  deferted  bv 

A.D.  500.  ^ •' 

Godegefil,  was  forced  to  yield  to  the 
trcacirery  of  his  brother  and  the  irrefiftible  valour 
of  the  Franks ; he  abandoned  to  the  purfuit  of 
Clovis  the  important  cities  of  Lyons  and  Vienne, 
and  fled  with  precipitation  to  Avignon : The 
impetuous  ardour  of  the  vidlor  was  checked  by 
the  fiege  of  that  city ; the  vigour  and  refolution 
of  Gondebaud  induced  the  fon  of  Childcric  to  lif- 
ten  to  terms  of  accommodation  ; a certain  annual 
tribute  was  ftipulated ; a confiderable  fumof  money 
was  immediately  difburfed  to  fatisfy  the  demands 
of  the  Franks ; and  Godegefil  was  confirmed 
in  the  pofleflion  of  Vienne,  and  feveral  other 
places  which  he  had  occupied  during  the  courfe 
of  the  war. 

The  army  of  Clovis  had  fcarce  retired  from  the 
1 territories 
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territories  of  Gondebaud,  before  that  monarch 
prepared  to  efface  his  difgrace,  and  avenge  the 
treafon  of  his  brother.  He  allembled  with  dili- 
gence an  army  at  Lyons,  and  advanced  with  ra- 
pidity towards  Vienne,  which  was  garrifoned  by 
five  thoufand  Franks,  commanded  by  GodegefU 
in  perlbn.  The  fecret  paifage  of  an  aqueduft  was 
revealed  to  Gondebaud  by  a perfidious  citizen; 
in  the  filent  hour  of  night,  a chofen  band  entered 
the  fubterraneous  channel;  they  inftantly  feized 
the  moft  important  pofts ; the  gates  were  thrown 
open  to  their  companions ; the  Franks  who 
efcaped  the  fword,  were  fent  prifoners  to  the  king 
of  the  Vifigoths ; and  by  the  death  of  Godegefil, 
tlie  king  of  Burgundy  a third  time,  in  the  fame 
city.  Rained  his  bands  with  fraternal  blood. 

The  capture  of  Vienne  was  followed  by  the  fub- 
miflion  of  the  other  cities  which  had  been  occu- 
pied by  Godegefil ; the  inhabitants  acknowledged 
the  authority,  and  implored  the  clemency  of  their 
lawful  fovereign,  who  declared  to  Clovis  that  he 
muR  no  longer  expeft  that  tribute  he  had  pre- 
I'umed  to  extort.  Although  the  pride  of  the  king 
of  the  Franks  muR  have  been  fenfibly  wounded 
by  this  declaration,  though  he  could  not  be  indif- 
ferent to  the  fate  of  his  fubjeiRs  and  the  death  of 
his  ally,  yet  the  conqueror  of  Gaul  dilTembled 
the  injury,  releafcd  the  tribute,  and  accepted  the 

' alliance 
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alliance  and  military  fervicc  of  the  king  of  Bur- 
gundy. 

The  kingdom  of  the  Vifigoths,  eftablifhed  by 
the  great  Alaric  in  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Gaul, 
had,  during  the  reign  of  Theodoric  his  fon,  ac-  ^ 
quired  ftrength  and  maturity ; after  the  death  of 
Theodoric,  who  fell  in  the  battle  of 
' Chalons  defending  the  Roman  empire 
againft  the  invafion  of-Attila  the  king  of  the 
Huns,  his  feeptre  palTcd  to  his  cldcft  fon,  Tor- 
rifmond,  who  was  alTairinatcd  by  his  brother  The- 
odoric the  Second ; that  prince  experienced  the 
fame  fate  from  Euric,  a third  brother;  and  the 
ambition  of  Euric  afpired  to  extinguilh  the  Ro- 
man authority  in  Spain  and  Gaul.  After  reducing 
in  the  former  province  the  cities  of  Saragoffa  and 
Pampeluna,  and  penetrating  into  the  heart  of  Lu- 
fitania,  he  pafled  the  Pyrenees ; from  thofe  moun- 
tains, with  the  exception  of  Berry  and  Auvergne, 
he  extended  his  conquefts  to  the  Rhone  and  the 
Loire.  His  premature  death  delivered  the  neigh- 
bouring barbarians  from  the  dread  of  his  growing 
power ; his  throne  was  inadequately  filled  by  the 
feeble  youth  of  his  fon  Alaric ; and  the  long  peace 
wliich  had  enervated  the  martial  fpirit  of  the  Vi- 
figoths,  the  inexperience  of  their  fovereign,  and 
the  implacable  zeal  of  orthodoxy,  prompted  Clo- 
vis to  invade  the  peaceful  and  Arian  kingdom  of 
Alaric. 
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In  the  city  of  Paris,  which  he  already  con- 
Cdered  as  tlie  royal  feat  of  government,  the  king 
of  the  Franks  propofed  to  his  nobles  and  warriors 
the  Gothic  expedition.  “ It  is  with  concern,” 
faid  he,  “ I fuffcr  the  Arians  to  poflels  the  moft 
“ fertile  part  of  Gaul;  let  us,  with  the  aid  of  God, 
“ march  againft  them,  and  having  conquered 
“ them,  annex  their  kingdom  to  our  dominions.” 
The  Franks  applauded  the  religious  ardour  of 
their  fovereign ; and  Clovis,  in  conformity  with 
the  piety  of  the  age,  having  vowed  to  ercdt  a 
church  in  honour  of  the  holy  apoftles,  prepared 
to  march  againft  a prince,  whofe  friendftiip  he 
had  recently  cultivated  by  the  moft  folemn  pro- 
feflions  of  regard. 

Although  Alaric  was  deftitute  of  military  ex- 
perience, in  pcrfonal  courage  he  was  not  inferior 
to  his  alpiring  rival : The  Vifigoths,  long  dif- 
ufed  to  war,  once  more  refumed  their  arms,  and 
crowded  round  the  ftandard  of  their  youthful  king; 
but  their  prefumptuous  valour  was  unequally  op- 
pofed  to  the  difcipline  and  veteran  intrepidity  of 
the  Franks.  In  the  decifive  battle  fought  On  the 
banks  of  the  Clain,  about  ten  miles  to 
the  fouth  of  Poitiers,  the  Goths  were  ' ‘ 
totally  routed,  and  purfued  with  a cruel  flaughter. 
Alaric,  difdaining  to  fly,  ruflied  againft  his  royal 
antagonift,  and  obtained  an  honourable  death 
from  the  hand  of  Clovis.  An  infant  fon,  a baf- 
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tard  competitor,  faftious  nobles,  and  a didoyal 
people,  facilitated  the  progrels  of  the  viftor, 
Aquitain  readily  fubmitted  j and  the  king  of  the 
Franks,  without  further  oppofition,  eftablilhed  his 
winter  quarters  at  Bourdeaux. 

In  the  enfuing  fpring,  Thouloufe  furrendered ; 
the  royal  treafures  of  that  capital  were 
‘ tranfported  to  Paris  ; and  the  walls  of 
Angouleme  fell  before  the  fortune  of  the  con- 
queror. But  the  rapid  career  of  Clovis  was 
checked  by  the  policy  and  power  of  Theodoric, 
the  king  of  the  Oftrogoths;  that  prince,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Roman  emperor  of  the 
call,  had  delivered  Italy  from  the  ufurpation  of 
Odoacer  the  Mercenary,  and  eftablilhed  in  it  the 
feat  of  his  own  independent  fovereignty.  The 
monarch  of  Italy  had  efpoufed  Alboflcda,  the  fifter  ' 
of  Clovis,  and  had  alfo  beftowed  his  daughter  in 
marriage  on  the  late  king  of  the  Vifigoths,  He 
had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  maintain,  by  media- 
tion, the  tranquillity  of  Gaul;  and  early  educated 
in  the  profeffion  of  Arianifm,  he  was  influenced 
by  religious  as  well  as  political  motives,  to  op- 
pofe  the  ambition  of  Clovis,  and  to  preferve  the 
remaining  poflcfllons  of  the  kindred  Vifigoths. 
He  declared  himfelf  the  proteftor  and  guardian 
of  the  infant  fon  of  Alaric ; and  Clovis,  who  had 
formed  the  fiege  of  Arles,  was  defeated  with  the 
lofs  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  and  was  forced  to  rc- 
6 ‘ treat 
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treat  with  difgrace  before  the  general  of  the  great 
Theodoric:  Yet  the  Franks  ftill  retained  the 
greateft  part  of  their  late  acquifitions  j and  the 
ample  province- of  Aquitain,  from  the  Pyrenees  to 
the  Loire,  was  indifTolubly  annexed  to  the  French 
monarchy. 

The  honours  of  the  Roman  confulfliip,  which 
had  been  conferred  on  the  king  of  Italy  by  Zeno, 
the  emperor  of  the  eaft,  was  by  his  fucccffor 
Anaftaflus,  granted  to  the  king  of  the  Franks. 
Amidft  the  fliouts  of  the  jqjful  multitude,  who  in- 
ccflTantly  repeated  the  acclamations  of  conful  and 
Auguftus,  Clovis  entered  the  cathedral 
of  Tours,  after  being  invefted  in  the 
church  of  St.  Martin  with  a purple  tunic  and 
mantle.  By  thefe  honorary  diftinflions  the  aftual 
authority  of  the  monarch  of  Gaiil  was  not  aug- 
mented ; but  the  Romans  were  difpofed  to  revere 
in  the  perfon  of  their  mafter  the  confular  title,  and 
the  emperors  by  thefe  marks  of  friendfliip  and 
alliance,  tacitly  ratified  the  conquefts  of  the  fon  of 
Childeric. 

The  tics  of  confanguinity,  the  precepts  of  the 

pure  religion  he  had  fo  lately  proftfied,  were  not 

fufficient  to  reftrain  the  ambition  of  Clovis;  his 

throne  was  cemented  by  the  blood  of 
, ^ • A.  J?.  cvo. 

his  kinfmen,  the  Merovingian  princes. 

Among  other  victims  to  his  infatiate  thirft  of 

power,  we  difeern  Sigibert,  the  king  of  Cologne, 

with 
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with  his  fon  Clodoric  ; Cararic,  whofe  dominions 
are  not  precifely  afcertaihed ; Ranacaire,  who 
reigned  over  the  diocefe  of  Cambray ; and  Reno- 
mcr,  whofe  independent  authority  was  acknow- 
ledged by  the  territory  of  Maine : Yet  thefe  cruel- 
ties were  in  the  eyes  of  the  clergy  expiated  by 
his  holy  ardour  in  the  caufe  of  chriftianity ; and  a 
barbarous  age  was  eager  to  admire  and  applaud 
the  orthodox  zeal  and  liberal  piety  of  the  fon  of 
Childeric. 

In  the  laft  year  of  the  reign  of  Clovis  he, re- 
formed and  publKhed  the  Salic  laws ; a few  lines 
of  thefe,  which  debar  women  from  inheriting  any 
part  of  the  Salic  lands,  have  been  applied  as  pre- 
cluding females  from  the  fucceflion  to  the  crown  of 
France ; and  the  origin  and  nature  of  thefe  lands 
have  perplexed  and  exercifed  the  ingenuity  of  our 
moft  learned  and  fagacious  critics.  The  promul- 
gation of  this  artlefs  fyftem  of  jurifpru- 
’ dence  was  foon  after  followed  by  the 
death  of  the  monarch  himfelf,  who  expired  at 
Paris  in  the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age  and  the  thir- 
tieth year  of  his  reign.  Among  his  contempo- 
raries, the  valour  and  vidtorics  of  Clovis  certainly 
allowed  him  to  claim  the  foremoft  rank  j but  his 
valour  W.1S  ftained  with  cruelty,  and  his  viftories 
obfeured  by  injuftice.  In  the  invafion  of  the  Bur- 
gundians and  Vifigoths,  the  moft  partial  hiftorians 
have  deferibed  him  as  the  aggreflbr ; and  though 

in 
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in  the  battle  of  Tolbiac  his  fword  was  drawn 
againft  the  Alemanni  in  the  defence  of  his  ally  and 
kinfman  Sigebert,  yet  he  foon  after  hefitated  not 
to  fecure  his  throne  by  the  death  of  that  very 
ally  in  whofe  caufe  he  had  triumphed.  His  rul- 
ing paflion  was  to  render  himfclf  abfolute  mo- 
narch of  all  Gaul;  and  he  may  be  confidered  as 
more  fortunate  in  the  execution  of  his  defigns  than 
juftifiable  in  the  means  he  employed.  In  private 
life,  after  his  converfion  to  chriftianity,  he  was 
chafte  and  temperate  j nor  does  it  appear  that  the 
hufband  of  Clotilda  ever  violated  the  purity  of  the 
marriage-bed. 

The  conduft  and  charafter  of  the  Founder  of 
the  French  monarchy,  naturally  excite  our  curi- 
ofity  and  enquiries ; but  it  is  not  confiftent  with 
the  limits  of  this  work  to  beftow  an  equal  degree 
of  atsention  on  his  immediate  fucceflbrs.  His  do- 
minions were  divided  between  four  fons;  Clodo- 
mir,  Childebert,  and  Qotaire,  the  children  of  Clo- 
tilda, reigned  with  independent  authority  over  Or- 
leans, Paris,  and  Soiflbns ; and  Thierri,  the  illegi- 
timate offspring  of  Clovis  before  his  marriage, 
pofleffed  the  greateft  part  of  Aquitain,  and  ereft- 
ing  a new  kingdom  under  the  name  of  Auftrafia, 
fixed  the  feat  of  his  government  at  Metz. 

The  fons  of  Clotilda  were  prompted  by  ambi- 
tion, and  the  reproaches  of  their  implacable  mo- 
ther, defirous  of  avenging  the  death  of  her  father 
C on 
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on  the  family  of  tlie  alTallin,  to  invade  the  king- 
dom of  Burgundy.  Gondebaud  was  no  more; 
and  liis  Ion  and  fucceflbr,  Sigifmond,  was  ftaincd 
with  the  blood  of  an  infant  child,  whom  he  inhu- 
manly had  facrificed  to  the  pride  and  rcfentment  of 
a ftep-motlier.  The  Burgundian  monarch,  who 
had  too  late  difcoveied  his  error,  was  aroufed 
from  the  prollrate  pofture  of  penitence,  to  defend 
his  crown  and  life  againft  the  rapacious  invaders 
of  his  country:  His  efforts  were  in  vain  j 
^ ^ he  was  defeated  in  a decifive  battle, 
deferted  by  his  fubjedts,  and,  with  his  wife  and 
two  of  his  children,  was  buried  alive  in  a deep 
well,  by  the  ftern  command  of  the  fons  of  Clo-* 
vis.  His  brother  Godemar  ftill  maintained  the 
war  j but  Ids  forces,  in  a fccond  battle,  were 
routed  by  Clodomir  : yet  the  vidlory  proved  fatal 
to  the  vidlor  ; and  Clodomir,  entangled 
^ * in  the  purfuit,  was  in  the  moment  of 
triumph  furrounded  and  (lain.  Of  his  two  fons,' 
the  elder  was  afterwards  maffacred,  and  the  younger 
was  immured  in  a convent  by  the  boundlefs  ambi- 
tion of  their  uncles. 

The  arms  of  Childebert  and  Clotaire  atchievcd 
the  final  conqucft  of  Burgundy ; overwhelmed 
the  remaining  poflefrions  of  the  Vifigoths,  whofe 
youthful  king,  Amalaric,  funk  into  the  grave ; 
^ j5  and  divided  the  Dominions  of  their 
jMi  Si*'  late  brother  Clodomir.  But  an  alliance 
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founded  in  guile  was  not  likely  to  be  of  long  du- 
ration } their  friend  Ibip  was  Iboa  interrupted  by 
mutual  complaints,  and  at  length  gave  way  to 
open  hoftilities.  A temporary  reconciliauon  was 
with  difficulty  efFeffed ; and  the  natural  death  of 
Childebert  preferved  Clotaire  from  the  commif- 
fion  of  a crime  which  he  had  long  contemplated, 
if  not  with  pleafure,  at  leaft  without  horror. 

During  thefe  various  tranlaftions,  Thierri,  the 
king  of  Auftrafia,  acquired  by  arms  the  poffefllon 
of  Thuringia,  and  bequeathed  it  with  the  reft  of 
his  dominions  to  his  fon  Theodebert;  who  re- 
duced under  his  authority  Auvergne,  rcfifted  the 
ambitious  enterprifes  of  his  uncles,  Childebert 
and  Clotaire,  and  invaded  with  impartial  rapa- 
city the  Italian  territories  of  the  Ro-  j, 
mans  and  the  Oftrogoths.  His  prema-  55J* 
ture  death  placed  the  Auftrafian  feeptre  in  the 
hands  of  his  natural  fon  Theodcbalde ; and  on  the 
demife  of  that  prince,  his  fubjedts  conlcnted  to 
acknowledge  as  their  fovereign  Clotaire,  who 
by  the  fubfequent  dcceafe  of  Childebert  united 
the  dominions  of  Clovis  under  his  foie  govern- 
ment. 

Clotaire  had  fcarce  time  to  tafte  the  joys  of 
undivided  empire  before  he  was  fummoned  by 
death,  to  account  for  the  means  by  . which  he  had 
acquired  it ; and  his  four  fons  immediately  divi- 
ded the  kingdom  which  he  had  cemented  at  the 
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expence  of  fo  much  blood.  Paris  fell  by  lot  to 
j5  Caribert ; Orleans  and  Burgundy  to 

561,613.  Gontran ; Auftrafia  to  Sigebert ; and 
Soiflbns  to  Childcbert.  The  death  of  Caribert 
once  more  kindled  the  flames  of  difcord  among 
the  Merovingian  princes ; and  a temporary  compro- 
mife,  which  divided  the  city  of  Paris  into  three 
parts  and  confined  each  prince  to  his  feparate 
diftrift,  was  not  likely  to  extinguifli  the  glowing 
embers.  It  is  unneceflary  to  difguft  the  reader 
with  the  uninterefting  feries  of  fraternal  difcord, 
or  the  immortal  hatred  of  Brunehaut,  the  wife  of 
Sigebert,  and  Fredegonde,  firft  the  concubine 
and  afterwards  the  confort  of  Chilperic.  During 
fucceflive  years,  open  violence  and  fecrct  in- 
trigue, the  fword  and  the  dagger  alternately  in- 
terrupted the  tranquillity  of  the  fubjeft,  and  af- 
failcd  the  life  of  the  fovereign.  Sigebert  was  af- 
fafllnated  at  the  inftigation  of  Chilperic;  and 
that  prince  himfelf  was  afterwards  doomed  to 
experience  the  fame  perfidy  as  he  had  praftifed 
againft  his  brother.  His  fon,  Clotaire  the  Se- 
cond, then  only  four  months  old,  was  pro- 
tefted  in  the  poflTdTion  of  Soiflbns  by  his  uncle 
Gontran,  the  king  of  Burgundy,  againft  Childe- 
bert,  the  fon  and  fucceflbr  of  Sigebert  of  Auftra- 
fia. The  death  of  Gontran  devolved  his  domi- 
nions on  the  Auftrafian  monarch,  who  in  vain  re- 
newed his  attempts  on  the  youthful  king  of  Soif- 
lbns j 
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fons ; and  expiring  foon  after,  left  his  kingdom 
and  his  two  infant  fons  the  viftims  of  their  own 
ambition,  and  of  the  artifices  of  the  very  prince 
whom  he  himfelf  had  endeavoured  to  opprefs. 

The  different  provinces  of  Gaul  again  obeyed 
the  authority  of  a fingle  matter,  and  the 
foie  power  which  had  been  poflefTed 
by  Clotaire  the  Firtt  was  revived  in  his  grandfon, 
Clotaire  the  Second  j who  during  fifteen  years  held 
the  reins  of  government  with  a fteady  hand,  and 
chaftifed,  in  a fignal  viftory,  the  infolence  of  the 
Saxons.  On  his  death,  his  eldett  fon, 

Dagobert,  who  had  already  received 
from  his  father  the  crown  of  Auttrafia,  fucceeded 
to  the  kingdoms  of  Neuttria,  (which  comprifed 
the  country  between  the  Meufe  and  the  Loire,)  and 
Burgundy  : To  his  younger  brother,  Caribert,  he 
affigned  a part  of  Aquitain,  with  the  royal  city 
of  Touloufe.  The  dcceafe  of  Caribert,  who  en- 
joyed his  tranfient  fovereignty  but  three  years, 
was  followed  in  a few  days  by  that  of  his  fon  Chil- 
pcric,  who  was  fuppofed  to  fall  a viettim  to  the 
ambition  of  his  unde  j and  Aquitain  again  was 
annexed  to  the  crown  of  France,  and  to  the  do- 
minions of  Dagobert.  An  unfuccefsful  war  with 
the  Sclavonians  induced  this  monarch  to  refign 
the  feeptre  of  Auttrafia  to  liis  eldett  fon,  Sigebert  j 
and  the  death  of  the  former  after  a reign 
of  ten  years,  confirmed  Sigebert  in  the  ' ***’ 
C 3 poffettion 
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poflcffion  of  Auftrafia,  and  devolved  on  him  the 
kingdoms  of  Ncuftria  and  Burgundy. 

From  this  period,  the  luftre  of  the  Merovin- 
gian princes  is  overfliadowed  by  the  power  of 
their  fubjefts,  the  mayors  of  the  palace  : In  Auf- 
trafia,  the  names  of  Sigebert,  Dagobert,  Childe- 
bert,  and  Childeric  fuccefllvely,  but  darkly,  mark 
the  adminiftrations  of  Pepin  and  his  fon  Grimo- 
alde  ; In  Neuftria  and  Burgundy,  Clovis  the  Se- 
cond, and  Clotaire  the  Third,  were  obfcured  by 
the  authority  of  Archambaud  and  Ebroin.  After 
a difcordant  aera  of  internal  revolutions,  Auf- 
trafia  was  re-united  to  Neuftria  and  Burgundy, 
under  the  foie  name  of  Thierri,  the 
A.  D 673.  qP  Clotaire  the  1 bird  ; but  the  go- 
vernment was  entirely  entrufttd  to  Ebroin,  the 
mayor  of  the  palace,  whofc  boundlefs  ambition 
and  bloody  tyranny  provoked  the  revolt  of  the 
nobility  of  Auftrafia:  Thefe  clefted  as  their  inde- 
pendent duke>  Martin  and  Pepin,  already  united 
by  the  ties  of  blood.  The  forces  of  the  confede- 
rates were  defeated  by  Ebroin  ; and  Martin,  who 
had  furrendered  the  city  of  Laon  on  a promife 
of  fafety,  was  beheaded  by  the  perfidious  mayor. 
But  Pepin  had  employed  each  moment  of  the 
fiege  in  recruiting  his.  fhattered  forces;  and  the 
. aflaflination  of  Ebroin,  by  the  hand  of 

a private  enemy,  delivered  him  from 

an 
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an  afWve  and  implacable  rival,  and  opened  the 
road  of  grcatncfs  to  the  Caiiovingian  princes. 

The  arms  of  Pepin,  furnamed  il’Hcriftal  from 
his  palace  on  the  Meufe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Liege,  foon  after  the  death  ^ ^ 
of  Ebroin  penetrated  into  the  Vcrmandois,  and 
defeated  the  royal  army  commanded  by  the  new 
miniftcr  Bertaire  and  animated  by  the  prelence  of 
Thierri  himfelf ; this  viftory  rendered  Pepin  maf- 
ter  of  the  capital,  the  finances,  and  the  perfon  of 
the  king.  While  he  engroflcd  the  public  autho- 
rity, he  afFcftcd  to  treat  the  captive  monarch  with 
every  mark  of  external  refpcdl : and  the  proud 
claims  of  fuccefsful  ufurpation  were  concealed 
beneath  the  veil  of  apparent  humility.  During 
the  various  nominal  reigns  of  Thierri,  Clovis  the 
Third,  Childebcrt,  ^nd  Dagobert,  he  maintained 
his  power  unfhaken  and  undiminifiied;  and  his 
repeated  triumphs  over  the  Frifons,  the  Alemanni 
and  the  Bavarians,  confirmed  his  influence  and 
extended  his  reputation  : The  latter  years  of  his  life 
were  embittered  by  the  lofs  of  his  fon  Grimoalde, 
who  fell  a viftim  to  the  envy  of  the  nobility  ; but 
his  death  was  feverely  revenged  by  Pepin,  who 
foon  afterwards  terminated  with  his  laft  breath, 
a profperous  adminiftration  of  twenty- 
fix  years,  having  previoufiy  appointed  ' 
his  grandfon  I'heudoalde,  then  only  fix  years  old, 
the  mayor  of  the  palace. 
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From  a race  of  princes  deftitutc  of  virtue  and 
ability,  we  turn  with  pleafure  to  their  powerful 
minifters,  whofe  enterprifing  counfels  and  Ready 
valour  augmented  the  glory,  and  protCvRed  the 
dominions,  of  the  French  empire.  The  infant 
years  of  Theudoalde  were  indeed  opprefled  by 
the  jealoufy  of  his  fovereign  Dagobert,  and  the 
defeat  of  his- adherents  was  foon  followed  by  his 
^ death  : But  the  tottering  houfc  of  Pc- 
’ pin  was  propped  by  the  fplendid  talents 
of  his  illegitimate  fon  Charles,  who,  amidft  the 
alternate  vicilTjtudes  of  fortune,  difplayed  a mag- 
nanimity of  mind  worthy  of  his  father.  Burfting 
from  the  bands  of  enthrallment,  he  was  received 
with  open  arms  by  the  Auftrafians,  raifed  to  the 
dignity  of  duke,  and  entrufted  with  the  abfolute 
command  of  their  forces  j though  encompaffed 
by  difficulties,  his  genius  rofe  fuperior  to  his 
fituarion.  The  death  of  Dagobert  reliev- 
A.  P.  7«6-  jjj  antagonift,  who  difplayed 

a degree  of  fpirit  uncommon  in  the  degenerate 
Merovingian  race ; and  the  cleftion  of  Chiiperic 
from  the  cloyfter,  prefented  a competitor  whofe 
virtues  were  unequal  to  pierce  through  the  mifts 
of  a monkifh  education.  In  his  retreat  through 
the  foreft  of  Arden,  the  camp  of  the  incautious 
March  19,  iTionarch  was  furprifed  by  the  vigilant 
A.D.  717-  Charles  i and  in  a more  confiderablc 
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aflion  between  Arras  and  Cambray,  the  royal 
forces  fled  before  the  victorious  Auftrafians. 

The  diftrefs  of  Chilperic  prompted  him  to  nc- 
gociate  an  alliance  with  Eudes,  duke  of  Aquitain, 
who  during  thefe  troubles  had  occupied  all  the 
Franks  formerly  poffelTcd  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Loire  ; the  friendlhip  of  Eudes  was  purchafed  by 
the  folemn  ceflion  of  the  country  he  had  feized. 
To  encounter  with  equal  arms  his  adverfaries, 
Charles,  in  imitation  of  the  policy  of 
his  father  Pepin,  raifed  to  the  throne  ’ 
in  Clotaire  a new  phantom  of  royalty ; and  ad- 
vancing rapidly  to  Soiflbns,  furprifed  by  his  un- 
expected appearance  the  confederate  princes.  The 
holt  of  Chilperic  and  Eudes  gradually  dilTolved 
before  the  prcfcnce  of  the  hero ; and  the  duke 
of  Aquitain,  hopelefs  of  fuccefs,  accepted  from 
Charles  the  fame  terms  as  he  had  ftipulated  with 
Chilperic,  and  delivered  the  Merovingian  king 
into  the  hands  of  the  duke  of  Auftrafia. 

The  misfortunes  of  the  unhappy  Chliperic, 
whofe  conduct  has  procured  him  an  honourable 
exemption  from  the  lift  of  indolent  princes,  receiv- 
ed fome  alleviation  from  the  refpeCtful  treatment 
he  experienced.  On  the  death  of  Clotaire,  Charles 
caufed  him  to  be  acknowledged  king  of  Auftrafia, 
and  fovcrcign  of  all  the  dominions  of  the  Franks ; 
but  from  this  moment,  the  adminiftration  was  ab- 
solutely vefted  in  the  mayors  of  the  palace  j and 
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obfcure  names  of  fucccfllve  Merovingian  princes, 
whofe  feeble  characters  arc  defcribed  by  the  ■ 
epithet  faineants,  lazy,  have  almoft  eluded  the 
refearches  of  the  hiftorian. 

One  competitor  ftill  rejefted  the  authority  and 
oppofed  the  arms  of  Charles;  and  Rainfroy, 
who  had  been  appointed  by  Dagobert  the  mayor 
of  the  palace,  obtained  from  his  vigorous  de- 
fence an  advantageous  treaty  with  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  the  country  of  Anjou.  The  indefa- 
tigable efforts  of  Charles  had  no  fooner  triumphed 
over  domeftic  foes  than  he  prepared  to  encounter 
the  foreign  enemies  of  the  ftate : His  life  was 
fuccefsfully  and  inceffintly  exercifed  in  the  cabi- 
net and  the  field ; the  Suevians  and 
Friforis  were  vanquilhed ; the  haughty 
Ipirit  of  the  Alemanni  was  broken  by  reiterated 
victories;  twice  he  baffled  the  perfidious  enter- 
prifes  of  Elides,  and  by  the  invafion  of 
A.  D.  731.  taught  him  in  future  to  ob- 

ferve  the  faith  he  had  pledged  ; The  diftrefs  of  that 
prince  foon  fummoned  Charles  to  his  relief ; and 
the  duke  of  the  Franks,  in  the  defence  of  the  reli- 
gion of  Chrift,  prepared  to  ereCt  a noble  monu- 
ment to  his  own  glory. 

In  the  rapid  growth  of  little  more  than  a cen- 
nny,  the  faith  of  Mahomet  had  over-fhadowed 
the  provinces  of  the  eaft  ; the  viClorious  Saracens 
had  penetrated  Into  Europe,  occupied  Spain,  paff- 
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ed  the  Pyrenees,  and  appeared  under  the  walls  of 
Thouloufe.  Near  that  city,  in  an  obftinate  en- 
gagement with  Eudes,  the  lieutenant  of  the  Caliph 
loft  his  life  and  army : But  the  faithful  were  not 
difmayed  by  adverfity ; the  barrier  of  the  Pyre- 
nees was  once  more  burft ; the  fouth  of  France 
fubmitted  to  the  religion  of  Arabia ; and  Eudes, 
defeated  by  Abderame*  the  leader  of  the  Saracens, 
was  reduced  to  Iblicit  the  proteflion  and  implore 
the  afliftance  of  the  duke  of  the  Franks. 

The  forces  of  the  confederates  were  command- 
ed by  Charles  and  Eudes  i between  Tours  and 
Poitiers  the  rhriftian  religion  was  vindicated 
againft  the  followers  of  Mahomet.  During  fix 
days  of  dcfultory  combat,  the  archers  ^ ^ 
and  horfemcn  of  the  eaft  maintained 
their  wonted  fuperiory  j but  on  the  feventh,  the 
hoft  of  the  Saracens  was  opprefled  by  the  robuft 
ftature  and  nervous  courage  of  the  warriors  of  the 
weft.  On  that  memorable  occafion,  the  weighty 
ftrokes  of  Charles  firft  acquired  him  the  fur- 
name  of  Martel,  the  Hammer  -,  the  bloody  field 
was  ftrewed  with  Abderame  himfelf,  and,  if  we 
credit  the  monkifti  writers,  three  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-five  thoufand  Mahometans.  But  though  this 
number  is,  doubtlefs,  exaggerated,  the  viftory  was 
complete ; the  chiefs  of  the  Saracens,  amidft  the 
terror  of  the  night,  provided  each  for  his  feparatc 
6 Ikfety ; 
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fafcty  i and  Aquitain  was  recovered  by  the  arms 
of  Eudes. 

A fecund  irruption  of  the  MuflTulmen  into  Pro- 
vence revived  the  laurels  of  the  invincible  Martel, 
who  in  a decifive  battle  humbled  again  the  Fri- 
fons,  and  flew  their  duke  with  his  own  hand. 
On  the  death  of  Eudes,  Charles  granted  Aquitain 
to  Hunaldc,  the  fon  of  that  prince,  referving  to 
himfelf  the  claim  of  homage  without  mentioning 
Thierri,  who  had  fucceeded  to  Chilperic  as  titular 
monarch,  and  who  expired  (bon  after.  The  am- 
bitious mayor  of  the  palace  no  longer  deigned 
, to  coneeal  his  authority  beneath  the  fanftion  of 
the  Merovingian  name,  and  without  appointing 
any  fucceflbr  to  Thierri,  ruled  the  empire  of 
France  with  abfolute  power.  His  weighty  medi- 
ation with  the  Lombards  engaged  the  gratitude 
of  pope  Gregory  the  third  ; and  the  Roman  pon- 
tiff fent  him  the  keys  of  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter, 
offered  to  lhake  off  his  dependence  on  the  em- 
peror, and  to  proclaim  Charles  conful  of  Rome; 
but  while  the  duke  of  the  Franks  favourably  re- 
garded and  encouraged  this  negociation,  the  per- 
fons  moft  interefled  in  it,  pope  Gregory  the  third, 
Leo  the  third  emperor  of  the  eaft,  and  Charles 
Martel  himfelf,  within  a few  fucceffive  months, 
expired. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  Oftober, 
A.D.  74'-  2JJ  uninterrupted  career  of  prof- 
1 perity. 
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pcrity,  during  an  adminiftration  of  twenty-two 
years  from  the  battle  of  Cambray,  Charles  Mar- 
tel breathed  his  laft  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his 
age.  Although  his  victories  over  the  Saracens 
moft  probably  preferved  Europe  from  the  im- 
pending yoke  of  Mahomet,  yet  the  future  happi- 
pinefs  of  the  faviour  of  Chriftendom  has  been  im- 
peached by  the  legends  of  the  monks ; and  the 
clergy,  who  refented  the  freedom  with  which  he 
applied  the  revenues  of  the  church-  to  the  defence 
of  the  chriftian  religion,  have  not  hefitated  to  en- 
roll him  among  the  damned  : In  a letter  addreffed 
to  Lewis,  the  grandfon  of  Charlemagne,  it  is  a/- 
ferted,  that  on  opening  the  tomb  of  Charles  Mar- 
tel, the  fpeftators  were  affrighted  by  the  fmell  of 
fire  and  the  afpedb  of  an  horrid  dragon  ; and  that 
a faint  of  the  times  was  indulged  with  a vifion  of 
the  foul  and  body  of  the  founder  of  the  Carlovin- 
gian  race  burning  in  the  abyfs  of  hell. 

In  an  aflcmbly  of  the  nobles,  a (hort  time  pre- 
vious to  his  death,  Charles  affigned  to  his  eldeft 
fon,  Carloman,  Auftrafia ; and  to  his  fccond  fon, 
Pepin,  furnamed  the  Short,  Neuftria  and  Bur- 
gundy ; to  a third  fon,  the  iffue  of  a fccond  mar- 
riage, he  only  allotted  fome  lands  in  France  j and 
the  refentment  of  Grippon  foon  difturbed  the 
tranquillity  of  his  brothers.  With  the  aid  of  his 
mother  Sonnechilde  he  occupied  the  city  of  Laon, 
and  furrendered  not  till  he  had  endured  a clofe 
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and  vigorous  fiege.  Sonnechilde  was  by  the  vic- 
tors difnnlfred  to  a convent;  and  Grippon  was 
confined  in  a cattle  in  the  forctt  of  Arden. 

The  prejudice  which  might  have  attended  the 
divifion  of  the  empire,  was  averted  by  the  entire 
harmony  which  prevailed  between  the  two  bro- 
thers, Carloman  and  Pepin.  1 o rettrain  the  tur- 
bulent difpofition  of  the  nobles,  the 
A.D.  74a.  jattgj.  if,  Childeric,  the  fon  of 

Thierri,  the  regal  title;  but  Carloman,  though  he 
aflented  to  the  propriety  of  this  meafure  i.n  Neuf- 
tria  and  Burgundy,  ruled  Auttrafia,  which  he  con- 
fidered  as  hereditary  in  his  family,  with  indepen- 
dent authority  : the  intrigues  of  then  mother-in- 
law  foon  compelled  the  two  brothers  to  vindicate 
their  different  titles  by  arms ; That  enterprifing 
woman  had  negociated  a marriage  between  Hil- 
tnide,  the  fitter  of  Carloman  and  Pepin,  and 
Odilon  the  duke  of  Bavaria.  The  Bavarian,  intti- 
gated  by  Sonnechilde,  and  alarmed  at  the  grow- 
ing power  of  the  fons  of  Martel,  formed  a con- 
federacy with  Theodebald,  duke  of  the  Alemanni, 
and  Theodoric  the  duke  of  the  Saxons  ; a formi- 
dable army  was  aflembled,  and  the  allies,  to  cover 
their  country  and  proteft  their  camp,  cautioufly 
potted  themfelves  with  the  river  Lech  in  their 
front. 

Carloman  and  Pepin  were  not  ignorant  of  their 
danger,  nor  unacquainted  with  the  defigns  of  the 
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confederates;  at  the  head  of  their  faithful  Franks 
they  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  palTed  the  ri- 
ver at  different  fords  at  the  filent  hour  of  flight, 
and  at  the  fame  moment  atucked  the 
camp  of  the  allies.  During  five  hours  ' ' 
the  a<ffion  was  maintained  with  perfevering  valour; 
but  at  length  the  entrenchments  were  forced  on 
every  fide ; the  dominions  of  the  Bavarians  and 
Saxons  were  delivered  to  the  rapacity  of  the  vic- 
torious foldiers ; and  the  dukes  gladly  embraced 
the  offer  of  pardon,  on  the  renewal  of  their  ho- 
mage and  a folemn  promife  of  future  fidelity. 

During  the  abfence  of  the  two  brothers,  Hu- 
nalde,  duke  of  Aquitain,  in  confequence  of  his 
engagements  with  Odilon,  paffed  the  Loire,  ra- 
vaged the  open  country,  and  confirmed  with  fire 
the  magnificent  cathedral  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  city  of  Chartres.  On  the  approach  of  the 
Franks,  he  haftily  retreated;  and  in  the  enfuing 
year  the  infult  was  avenged  by  the  prefence  of 
Pepin  at  the  head  of  a numerous  army. 

Aquitain  was  doomed  to  expiate  by  the  ‘ 
calamities  of  w.ar  the  crime  of  her  fovereign  ; and 
Hunaldc,  tormented  with  the  pangs  of  difappoint- 
cd  ambition,  refigned  his  dominions  to  his  fon, 
and  retired  to  a convent. 

Far  different  were  the  motives  which  influen^fd 
Carloman  to  embrace  a life  of  religious  folitude  ; 
even  in  the  moment  of  triumph,  in  the  midfi  of 
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fuccefllve  viftories,  he  conceived  the  defign  of 
fecluding  himfelf  from  the  follies  and  vices  of  the 
world  in  the  filent  gloom  of  a cloyfter.  In  vain 
did  his  brother  Pepin,  at  leaft  with  the  appear- 
ance of  fincerity,  labour  to  diflliade  him  from  a 
defign  fo  grateful  to  his  own  ambition  : Firm  and 
unalterable  in  his  refolution,  after  humbling  the 
rebellious  nations  of  Germany,  Carloman  aflumed 
^ ^ ^ the  monaftick  habit,  and  fixed  his  final 

’ refidence  in  a Benedidine  abbey  on 
Mount  Caffin.  But  while  he  dedicated  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  to  retirement  and  religion, 
his  manly  mind  defpifed  the  aufterities  of  the  Af- 
cetics,  who  mortified  their  affedtions  as  the  price 
of  eternal  happinels. 

The  undivided  adminiftration  of  the  empire  of 
the  Franks  was,  by  the  abdication  of  Carloman, 
vefted  in  the  hands  of  Pepin  ; and  we  are  pleafed 
to  difeover  in  the  treatment  of  his  younger  bro- 
ther, a proof  of  the  regret  with  which  he  ac- 
quiefeed  in  the  feceflion  of  his  elder.  Grippon 
was  immediately  releafed  from  his  tedious  confine- 
ment, entrufted  with  the  jurifdiftion  of  a large  do- 
main, and  the  expenditure  of  a confiderable  reve- 
nue : Adverfity  might  have  damped,  but  it  had 
not  extinguiflied  the  latent  flame  of  ambition  ; he 
once  more  incited  the  duke  of  the  Saxons  to  fup-, 
port  his  claims  by  the  terror  of  a foreign  invafion. 
the  arms  of  Pepin  triumphed  again  j the  Saxons 

were 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


33 


were  routed;  their  duke  Theodoric,  the  captive  of 
the  viftor,  was  from  that  moment  bu-  ' 
ried  in  oblivion  j and  his  fubjeiRs  pur-  ' 
chafed  their  pardon  by  the  facrifice  of  their  re- 
ligion, and  purified  themfelves  in  the  baptifmal 
fount  from  the  crime  of  rebellion. 

The  death  of  Odilon,  duke  of  Bavaria,  de- 
volved his  feeptre  on  his  infant  fon  TalDlon  j and 
his  widow  Hiltrude  readily  offered  an  alylum  to 
her  half-brother,  the  fugitive  Grippon. 

Aflifted  by  a ftrong  body  of  malecon- 
tent  Frinks,  the  perfidious  fuppliant  feized  his 
fitter  and  her  fon,  and  ufurped  the  dukedom  of 
Bavaria : But  his  tranfient  power  vanittied  on  the 
approach  of  Pepin ; T.  attilon  was  once  more  re- 
ttored  to  his  dominions  j and  Grippon,  again  par- 
doned by  his  brother,  again  endeavoured  to  awake 
the  dormant  embers  of  fadlion  j and  efcaping  from 
the  city  of  Mans,  fought  proteftion  in  the  court 
of  the  duke  of  Aquitain. 

The  enemies  of  Pepin  were  crufhed  by  his  va- 
lour, his  friends  were  multiplied  by  his  liberality; 
all  the  jxiwers  of  royalty  had  been  exercifed  by 
the  mayors  of  the  palace,  and  the  regal  title 
was  only  wanting  to  confirm  the  fuccelTion,  and 
gratify  the  ambition  of  the  defendants  of  Charles 
Martel.  The  Franks  were  perplexed  between  the 
name  and  (libttancc  of  their  government ; and  the 
mayor  and  nobles  were  bound  by  a folemn  oath 
VOL.  r.  D ' of 
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of  fidelity  to  the  feeble  Childeric.  Their  com- 
mon ambafladors  addrefied  pope  Za- 
chary  to  difpel  their  fcruples  and  abfolvc 
their  promife;  and  the  Roman  pontiff  pronounced, 
that  it  was  lawfub  to  transfer  the  regal  dignity 
from  hands  incapable  of  maintaining  it  to  thofc 
which  had  fo  fuccefsfully  prefervcd  it;  and  that 
the  nation  might  unite  in  the  fame  pcrfon  the  au- 
thority and  title  of  king.  An  anfwer  fo  agreeable 
to  the  wifhes  of  the  Franks  was  received  with 
tumultuous  approbation ; the  unfortunate  Chil- 
deric was  degraded,  fhaved,  and  immured  for  ever 
in  a monafiery;  and  the  final  extinSion  of  the 
blood  of  Clovis  was  forgotten  in  the  rifing  glories 
of  the  Carlovingian  race. 


Chapter. 
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Chapter  the  Second. 


THE  MONARCHS  OF  THE  CARLOVINGIAN  RACE REIGN 

AND  DEATH  OF  PEPIN  THE  SHORT ACCESSION  OF 

CHARLEMAGNE,  KING  OF  FRANCE  AND  EMPEROR  OF 
THE  WEST  i — HIS  VICTORIES  IN  AQUITAIN,  SPAIN, 
ITALY,  AND  GERMANY;  — HIS  DEATH  AND  CHARAC- 
TER. — THE  REIGN  OF  LEWIS  LE  DEBBONAIRE,  OR 
GENTLE.  — FINAL  DIVISION  OF  THE  DOMINIONS  OF 
CHARLEMAGNE  BETWEEN  HIS  GRANDSONS  LOTHAIRE, 
LEWIS  THE  GERMAN,  AND  CHARLES  THE  BALD. 


TP  HE  new  monarch  was  foon  fummoned  to  de- 
fend by  arms  the  dignity  he  had  acquired ; the 
revolt  of  the  Saxons  claimed  the  prefcnce  of 
Pepin  } and  at  the  head  of  a royal  army  he  chaf- 
lifed  the  levity  of  that  turbulent  people,  and  aug- 
mented their  tribute.  During  this  expedition  he 
was  delivered  from  the  active  enmity  of  an  im- 
placable relation  : The  reftlefs  temper 
of  Grippon  ever  ftimulated  him  to  new  ‘ ' 
enterprifes ; he'  determined  to  efcape  from  the 
court  of  Aquitain,  and  to  throw  himfelf  on  the 
protedtion  of  Adolphus,  the  king  of  the  Lom- 
D 2 bardi ; 
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bards  j but  he  was  flain,  as  he  boldly  attacked, 
with  a handful  of  troops,  a fortified  pafs  on  the 
confines  of  Italy.  The  fubmiffion  of  the  Saxons 
was  foon  followed  by  that  of  the  Bretons;  Narr 
bonne  was  recovered  from  the  infidels ; and  the 
injuries  and  prefence  of  pope  Stephen  the  Third 
determined  the  devout  conqueror  to  pafs  the  Alps 
in  fupport  of  the  fucceflbr  of  St.  Peter. 

The  kingdom  of  the  Lombards,  which  from  the 
royal  refidence  at  Pavia  extended  to  the  gates  of 
the  ancient  capital,  oppreffed  the  waining  ftrength 
and  feeble  age  of  Rome ; Aftolphus,  the  fovereign 
of  the  hoftile  nation,  had  poffefled  himfelf  of  Ra- 
venna, and  extinguifhed  in  Italy  the  nominal  au- 
thority of  the  emperor  of  the  caft ; Rome  was 
menaced  by  the  viftorious  Lombard,  and  the 
life  of  each  citizen  was  fixed  at  the  annual  tribute 
of  a piece  of  gold.  The  Roman  pontiff  had  in 
vain  endeavoured  to  deprecate  the  injuftice  of  his 
enemy  j with  fearful  fpeed  he  traverfed  the  Pen- 
nine Alps,  and  implored  the  proteftion  of  the 
monarch  of  the  Franks:  He  was  lodged  in  the 
Abbey  of  St.  Denys,  and,  during  a dangerous 
fickncfs,  attended  by  the  king  in  perfon.  On  his 
recovery,  Stephen  folemnly  placed  the  diadem 
pn  the  head  of  his  benefaftor,  bellowed  the 
regal  unftion  on  his  fons  Charles  and  Carloman, 
and  conferred  on  the  three  princes  the  title  of 
Patrician  of  Rome. 

4.  As 
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As  the  friend  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  as  the  father 
of  the  ancient  capiul  of  the  world,  the  grateful 
Pepin,  at  the  head  of  a zealous  and  mar- 
tial people,  conduced  in  triumph  his 
late  fuppliant  into  Italy.  Aftolphus,  beficged  in 
Pavia  by  the  devout  Franks,  renounced  all  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  fovereignty  of  Rome,  reftored  the 
city  and  exarchate  of  Ravenna,  and  pledged  his 
oath  fcrupuloufly  to  obferve  the  conditions  of  the 
treaty.  Ravenna  was  by  the  hafty  generofity  of 
Pepin  transferred  to  the  holy  fee ; and  the  king 
of  the  Franks,  exulting  in  the  fuccefs  of  his  ex- 
pedition, repaired  the  Alps  in  triumph. 

The  fatisfadlion  of  Pepin  was  but  of  Ihort  du- 
ration ; the  retreat  of  the  Franks  diflipated  the 
fears  of  Aftolphus  ; he  refufed  to  fulfil  the  condi- 
tions which  had  been  extorted  from  him,  and  al- 
ready prelTed  with  menaces  and  arms  the  indepen- 
dence of  Rome.  An  eloquent  epiftle,  in  the  name 
and  perfon  of  St.  Peter  himfelf,  rekindled  the  zeal 
of  the  French  monarch;  the  fon  of  Martel  refumed 
his  armour;  and  the  rapidity  of  his  march  was 
only  to  be  equalled  by  that  of  his  fuccefs.  The 
diftrefs  of  Stephen  was  relieved,  the  perfidy  of 
Aftolphus  was  chaftifed,  by  the  appearance  of  the 
hero ; the  Lombard  was  a fecond  time  compelled 
to  fue  for  peace ; and  to  the  former  terms  was 
added  the  ftipulation  of  an  annual  tribute.  The 
death  of  Aftolphus  foon  after  conftrained  the  bar- 
D j bariani 
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barians  to  a tranfient  ftate  of  reluftant 
tranquillity ; and  their  general  Didier 
having  feized  the  fccptre,  as  a title  to  his  ufur- 
pation,  foli  cited  and  obtained  the  fanftion  of  the 
Roman  pontiff. 

The  repofe  of  Pepin  was  difturbed  by  a gene- 
ral revolt  of  the  impatient  Saxons  ; but  their  en- 
deavours to  break,  ferved  only  to  rivet,  their 
chains ; and  their  pardon  was  purchafed  by  a re- 
newal of  their  tribute,  and  an  annual  fupply  of 
jj  three  hundred  horfe.  Vaifar,  duke  of 
75*.  7*3-  Aquitain,  who  had  long  regarded  the 
growing  power  of  Pepin  with  a jealous  eye,  feized 
the  moment  of  commotion,  entered  Burgundy, 
and  ravaged  the  open  country  as  far  as  Chalons. 
But  the  king  of  the  Franks  was  not  to  be  in- 
fulted  with  impunity;  rapidly  returning  from  Ger- 
many,^ he  pj  fled  the  Loire,  levelled  the  caftle  of 
Auvergne,  and  extended  his  devaftations  as  far  as 
Limoges;  Aquitain  would  probably  have  been 
reduced  into  the  form  of  a province  of  the  French 
empire,  had  not  die  defigns  of  Pepin  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  fecret  and  hoftilc  preparations  of 
his  nephew  I'aflllon,  duke  of  Bavaria. 

The  boundlefs  luft  of  power  which  has  marked 
the  potentates  of  a more  polifhed  period,  is  inva- 

^ P riably  to  be  traced  through  the  fan- 
7*3.  76*-  guinary  annals  of  a barbarous  age : 
7"lie  ambition  of  princes  has  I'cldom  been  re- 
6 (trained 
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ftrained  by  the  ties  of  confanguinity,  or  the  im- 
pulfe  of  gratitude i and  the  moment  that  Taffilon 
beheld  with  envy  the  rifing  fortune  of  his  uncle, 
he  ceafed  to  remember  that  Pepin  had  formerly 
delivered  him  from  the  ufurpation  of  Grippon. 
Frorrr  the  court  of  France  he  retired  into  his  own 
dominions,  renounced  his  homage  to  tlie  French 
king,  and  prepared  to  affert  by  arms  his  claim  of 
independence. 

The  prudence  of  Pepin  was  fatisfied  with  fc- 
curing  his  frontier  by  a chain  of  ports,  againrt  the 
ralh  incurfions  of  the  Bavarian ; and  having  pro- 
vided for  the  internal  peace  of  his  own  kingdom, 
he  once  more  appeared  in  arms  on  the  banks  of 
the  Loire,  determined  vigoroufly  to  profecute 
the  war  in  Aquitain:  That  river  proved  but  a 
feeble  barrier  i and  Vaifar,  who  at  firrt  had  en- 
deavoured to  impede  his  progrefs  by  laying  warte 
part  of  the  country,  embraced  the  more  generous 
refolution  of  defending  his  dominions  in  a field 
ol  battle.  A total  defeat  reduced  him  :o  fiie  in 
vain  for  peace;  tlie  duke  of  Bavaria,  intimi- 
dated by  the  misfortunes  of  his  ally,  fought  a re- 
conciliation, and  by  his  ready  fubmiflion  dif- 
armed  the  refentment  of  the  vidlor,  who  advanced 
with  diligence  towards  the  banks  of  the  Garonne. 
Djrtrefs  diflblved  the  allegiance  of  the  fubjefts  of 
Vaifar;  and  that  unhappy  prince,  confeious  of  his 
impending  ruin,  retired  with  a faithful  band  of 
D 4 followers 
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followers  into  the  country  of  Xaintonge,  and  de- 
fending himfelf  with  indignant  valour,  with  a figh 
of  defpair  yielded  up  his  crown  and  life. 

The  duchy  of  Acquitain  was,  by  the  arms  and 
fortune  of  Pepin,  re-annexed  to  the  dominions  of 
France;  and  the  viiRorious  monarch  had  fcarce 
time  to  indulge  the  pleafing  vifion  of  future  con- 
quefts,  when  he  was  reminded  of  the  inftability  of 
human  power  by  the  fymptoms  of  his  approach- 
ing end.  He  was  feized  with  a flow  fever  at 
Xaintes,  was  conveyed  with  difficulty  to  St.  Denys, 
and  expired  there  of  a complication  of  diforders, 
in  the  feventeenth  year  of  his  reign  and 
the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  The 
diminutive  form  of  Pepin  concealed  the  mind 
and  fpirit  of  a hero  j and  his  genius  was  equally 
difplayed  in  aftion  and  in  council ; under  his 
aufpices,  France  attained  that  ftrength  which  en- 
abled his  fon  to  purfue  his  triumphant  career  of 
greatnefs ; but  a lively  people  were  intoxicated 
with  the  glory  of  the  fucceeding  reign ; and  the 
humble  epitaph  infcribed  on  the  tomb  of  Pepin, 
“ Here  lies  the  father  of  Charlemagne,”  is  an 
imputation  on  the  difcernment  of  pofterity. 

The  dying  words  of  Pepin  bequeathed  his  do- 
minions to  his  fons  Charles  and  Carloman,  who. 
ruled  with  equal  and  undivided  authority  the 
empire  of  France : The  bofom  of  the  former  was 
filled  with  the  love  of  afUon  and  of  glory ; but 

the 
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the  feeble  capacity  of  the  latter  regarded  with  envy 
the  fuperior  fame  of  his  brother}  and  his  early 
(icath  fortunately  averted  the  dangers  which  me- 
naced the  infant  grandeur  of  France  frorp  his 
hoftile  jealoufy. 

The  firft  doomed  to  feel  the  nervous  arm  of 
Charles  was  Hunalde,  the  old  duke  of  Aquitain, 
who  burfting  from  a monadic  retirement  of  above 
twenty  years,  aiTumcd  the  garb  of  royalty,  and  was 
received  by  the  returning  affei^tions  of  his  fub- 
jefts : The  moft  important  cities  freely  opened 
their  gates  -to  their  long-loft  fovereign ; and  a 
conqucft  which  had  been  laborioufly  atchieved 
in  fiicceflive  years,  was  threatened  to  be  over- 
whelrned  in  a revolution  of  a few  weeks.  Charles 
was  fenfible  how  much  his  own  reputation  was 
concerned,  tp  oppofe  the  torrent;  his  entreaties 
perfuaded  the  reluflant  Carloman  to  take  the 
field;  but  the  forces  of  the  royal  confederates 
were  fcarcc  joined  before  the  fickle  prince  chang- 
ed his  fentiments,  withdrew  with  the  troops  more 
immediately  attached  to  his  ftandard,  and  left  his 
brother  to  fupport  alone  the  weight  of  the  war. 
The  commanding  genius  of  Charles  fupplied  the  ' 
deficiency  of  his  numbers ; the  duke  of 
Aquitain,  defeated  in  a decifiye  battle,  ' 
cfcaped  with  difficulty  to  the  territories  of  Lu- 
pus duke  of  Gafeony,  who  furrendered  him  to 
the  formidable  embafly  of  Charles ; and  the  cap- 
tive 
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live  Hunalde  was  difmifled  to  a prifon,  from 
whence  he  efcaped,  to  embark  in  new  adventures 
and  to  endure  new  calamities. 

A marriage  which  Charles  had  concluded  with 
the  daughter  of  Didier,  the  king  of  the  Lom- 
bards, was  diffolved  by  the  influence  of  the  pope, 
who  reproached  that  people  with  the  firfi:  (lain  of 
leprofy;  and  in  his  holy  inveclive,  feems  not  un- 
mindful of  the  fufferings  which  their  fword  had 
indided  on  the  fuccefibrs  of  St.  Peter.  The 
death  of  Carloman,  who  was  furprif- 
’ ' ed  by  a mortal  difeafe  in  the  moment 

that  he  meditated  a public  rupture  with  his 
brother,  had  rendered  Charles  foie  mafter  of  the 
empire  of  the  Franks ; and  the  revolt  of  the  Sax- 
ons eng.iged  him  in  a war  which,  with  fome  fliort 
intervals,  exercifed  his  perfevering  valoqr  during 
thirty-three  years.  From  the  Rhine  and  beyond 
the  Elbe,  the  martial  inhabitants  of  the  north  of 
Germany  were  Rill  inimical  to  the  government 
and  religion  of  the  Franks;  they  rejefted  with 
contempt  the  fervile  obligation  of  tribute,  and 
in  fucceRive  engagements  difplayed  a ferocious 
courage  which  could  only  be  rcpulfed  by  the  ve- 
teran intrepidity  of  the  troops  of  Charles:  A 
repetition  of  defeats  humbled  their  haughty  fpirit. 
The  diRurbanccs  in  Italy  required  the  prcfencc 
of  the  king  of  the  Franks ; and  the  barb.arians 
were  content  to  offer,  and  Charles  to  accept,  the 

language 
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language  of  fubmiflion,  which  deceived  neither 
party,  and  enabled  both  to  wait  a more  favour- 
able opportunity  of  executing  their  hoftilc  or  am- 
bitions defigns. 

The  Lombards,  forgetful  of  the  clotible  chaf- 
tifement  which  they  had  received  from  Pepin, 
continued  to  harrafs  the  Romans  with  a repetition 
of  vexatious  claims  and  defultory  inroads.  The 
apoftolic  fee  was  piotedted  by  the  zeal  and  pru- 
dence of  pope  Adrian  the  firft,  and  the  valour  and 
greatnefs  of  the  king  of  the  Franks.  At  the  en- 
treaties of  the  former,  the  latter  prepar  ed  to  pafs 
the  Alps  i he  fltilfully  evaded  the  fortified  polls  of 
thofe  mountains  ; his  prefence  difperfed  ^ ^ 
the  army  of  the  Lombards;  and  while  77*.  773- 
Didier  with  the  old  duke  of  Aquitain,  who  had 
efcaped  from  prifon,  took  Ihelter  in  Pavia,  his  fon 
Adalgifc  with  the  widow  and  children  of  Carlo- 
man,  fought  immediate  fafety  in  Verona.  Both 
cities  were  befieged  at  the  fame  moment  by  the 
impatient  aflivity  of  Charles ; Verona  was  foon 
compelled  to  furrender;  Adalgife  efcaped  to 
Conllantinople ; but  the  widow  and  fons  of  Carlo- 
man  are  from  that  period  loft  in  oblivion.  The 
viftor,  after  a lliort  vifit  to  Rome,  and  confirming 
and  enlarging  his  father’s  donation  to  the  fuccef- 
fors  of  St.  Peter,  returned  to  prefs  the  liege  of 
Pavia ; the  arms  of  the  Franks  were  feconded  by 
an  internal  enemy,  and  the  ravages  of  the  plague 
I determined 
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determined  the  inhabitants  to  implore  the  clemency 
of  Charles : I'he  old  duke  of  Aquitain  fell  a facrifice 
to  his  conftancy  in  oppofing  the  tumultuous  cla- 
mours of  the  people ; the  gates  were  thrown  open ; 
the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards  was  finally  extin- 
guifhed  ; but  the  fate  of  their  unhappy  monarch 
Didicr  has  eluded  the  refearches  of  the  hiftorian. 

In  Milan,  the  vidor  was  crowned  king  of 
Lombardy;  and  after  receiving  the.  oaths  of  al- 
legiance from  the  nobility,  he  haftened  to  repafs 
the  Alps,  and  rcftrain  the  deftrudive  incurfions 
of  the  Saxons,  who  had  already  rc-aflumed  their 
arms,  and  recovered  Erefbourg,  near  the  Wefer, 
which  they  had  loft  in  the  former  cam- 

A.  D.  774.  . . . 

paign : 1 hat  city,  on  the  appearance  of 

Charles,  was  again  compelled  to  change  its  maf- 
tcr ; but  a confiderable  detachment  of  the  Franks, 
appointed  to  guard  the  palTage,  and  feparated 
from  .their  companions  by  the  broad  ftream  of  the 
river,  was  in  the  moment  of  heedlefs  confidence 
overwhelmed  by  the  crafty  barbarians.  This 
check,  with  new  difturbances  in  Italy,  induced 
Charles  to  receive,  with  hoftages  from  the  different 
tritvfs,  the  doubtful  profeffions  of  the  Saxons ; 
and  after  ftrengthening  the  fortifications  of  Eref- 
bourg, he  pointed  his  march  with  unwearied  dili- 
gence towards  the  weft. 

The  clouds  which  darkened  Italy,  and  which 
had  been  fwclled  by  the  intrigues  of  the  em- 
peror 
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pcror  of  the  call  and  the  fugitive  Adalgife,  were 
difpelled  by  the  prefence  of  the  monarch;  but 
the  ftorm  ftill  fhook  the  north  with  unabated 
violence,  and  the  boafted  works  of  Erefbourg 
were  fwept  away  by  the  fury  of  the  tempeft. 
The  rapid  return  of  Charles  furprifed  ^ 
the  Saxons  in  the  fiege  of  Sigebourg, 
and  his  unexpefted  appearance  once  more  re- 
newed their  profeflions  of  loyalty.  The  fortifi- 
cations of  Erefbourg  were  reftored ; new  forts 
were  conftrufted  along  the  Lippe ; an  alTembly 
of  the  barbarian  chiefs  was  held  at  Paderborn, 
inWeftphalia;  and  Charles  having  received  their 
homage,  prepared,  at  the  felicitation  of  Ibinala, 
lord  of  Saragpfla,  to  march  into  Spain,  and  to 
reftore  the  fuppliant  Emir. 

The  authority  of  the  exiled  Arabian  was  re- 
eftablifhed  by  the  arm  of  the  chriftian  monarch, 
who  reduced  Pampeluna,  traverfed  the  Ebro,  and 
fuccefsfully  invefted  the  city  of  Saragofla.  The 
rebellious  followers  of  Chrift  and  Mahomet  were 
impartially  opprefTed  by  the  defender  of  infulted 
foycreignty ; and  the  march  of  Spain, 
which  the  vi£lor  inflituted,  extended 
from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  river  Ebro.  Barcelona 
was  the  refidence  of  a French  governor ; he  ob- 
tained the  counties  of  Roullillon  and  Catalonia ; 
and  the  kingdoms  of  Navarre  and  Arragon  were 
fubjedt  to  his  jurifdiclion  : But  in  his  return,  his 
, rcar- 


Digitized  by  Google 


46  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

rear-guard  Vas  defeated  in  the  Pyrenean  moun-  - 
tains ; and  this  aftion,  which  has  been  fo  much 
celebrated  in  romance  for  the  death  of  the  famous 
Roland,  feems  to  impeach  the  military  fkill  and 
prudence  of  Charles. 

The  enfuing  year  was  dedicated  by  the  inde- 
fatigable monarch  to  again  fopprelTing 
the  commotions  of  the  Saxons,  and  to 
framing  that  fyftem  of  laws  which  has  even  com- 
manded a degree  of  reverence  in  this  more  en-  ' 
lightened  age.  With  his  queen  and  his  two 
younger  fons,  Carloman  and  Lewis,  he  re-pafTcd 
the  Alps;  repofed  during  the  winter  at  Pavia;  and 
on  the  approach  of  fpring,  entered  Rome  amidfl 
the  triumphant  acclamations  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  that  Imperial  city,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Roman  pontiff,  on  Eafter-day,  in  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age,  he  divided  his  dominions  : 

He  conferred  on  Carloman,  who  then  changed 
his  name  to  Pepin,  the  kingdom  of  Lombardy; 
and  on  Lewis  he  beftowed  that  of  Aquitain  : 
The  latter  he  conduced  in  perfon  to  Orleans.  But 
while  he  congratulated  himfelf  on  the  fubmifllon 
of  ,Tanilon,  duke  of  Bavaria,  and  vainly  ima- 
gined, that  by  the  divifion  of  the  empire  he  had 
fecured  the  tranquillity  of  his  reign,  the  pleafing 
vifion  was  difllpated  by  the  rcftlefs  temper  of  the 
Saxons ; and  the  perfevering  valour  of  Charles  was 
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fevcrely  excrcifcd  in  the  bloody  labours  of  three 
German  campaigns. 

The  latent  Ipark  of  independence  ftill  glowed 
within  the  martial  bofoms  of  the  barbarians ; The  ^ 
rifing  flame  was  fanned  by  the  breath  of  Witi- 
kind,  a Saxon  chief,  who  had  twice  retired  from 
the  viftorious  arms  of  Charles  to  the  friendly 
court  of  the  king  of  Denmark.  Ilis  return  in- 
flamed the  indignant  fpirit  of  his  countrymen; 
his  connlcls  guided,  his  courage  animated  them; 
the  difienfions  of  the  'royal  generals  enfured  their 
defeat;  The  fcanty  and  defponding  remnant  of  the 
Franks  beheld  before,  a hold  of  enraged  barba- 
rians ; behind,  the  rapid  dream  of  the 
Wefer.  Their  deliverance  was  atchieved 
by  the  incredible  diligence  of  Charles;  the  Saxons 
were  again  difperfed;  and  the  implacable  monarch 
burning  for  revenge,  penetrated  into  the  heart 
of  their  country.  Witikind  had  again  eluded  the 
royal  refentment,  but  his  confederates  were  the 
vidtims  of  offended  majedy;  four  thoufand  five 
himdred  of  the  champions  of  freedom  purpled 
with  their  blood  the  polluted  v.  aters  of  the  W efer ; 
and  Charles,  by  the  unprecedented  execution,  rc- 
linquiflied  his  claim  to  humanity  without  attaining 
the  fubmiffion  of  Saxony. 

The  emotions  of  rage  were  for  a moment  fuf- 
pended  by  thofe  of  fear ; but  they  foon  ^ D 
burd  forth  with  accumulated  violence;  7«s- 
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and  the  in^eftual  vidlorics  of  three  fucceflivc  years 
induced  Charles,  fatigued  with  the  unavailing  car- 
nage, to  attempt  that  by  policy  which  he  had 
fruitlefsly  endeavoured  to  atchieve  by  force.  He 
perfuaded  Witikind  and  fome  of  the  moft  power- 
ful chiefs  to  an  interview ; he  urged  to  them  the 
impending  ruin  of  their  country  ;^and  prevailed  on 
them,  by  the  powerful  arguments  of  intereft  and 
flattery,  to  embrace  the  chriftian  faith,  and  to 
difpofe  the  minds  of  their  countrymen  to  a faith- 
ful and  permanent  fubmiffion. 

The  revolt  of  the  Saxons  had  been  fupported 
by  the  friendly  aflurances  of  TalTJon,  duke  of 
Bavaria.  The  king  of  the  Franks,  at  the  head 
of  a formidable  army,  was  determined 
to  chaftife  a faithlefs  kinfman,  whom  no 
treaties  could  bind.  The  deftruftion  of  Taflilon 
appeaaed  inevitable  ^ and  Charles  had  already  pe- 
netrated to  the  banks  of  the  Lech,  when  the  duke 
privately  entered  the  camp,  and  threw  himfelf  at 
his  feet.  The  abject  pofture  of  the  Prince  excited 
the  companion  of  the  monarch,  and  he  was  dif- 
milTed  to  fwell  the  account  of  Tiis  ingratitude  and 
treachery.  His  hoftile  negociations  were  extended 
to  the  barbarian  Huns,  the  emperor  of  the  Greeks, 
and  the  fugitive  Adalgife;  his  intrigues  fomented 
the  difeontents  of  the  factious  nobles  of  Aquitain 
and  Lombardy;  but  his  fubjefts  dreaded  in  his 
rafh  defigns  their  own  deftrudtion ; they  revealed 
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the  fecrct  of  his  perfidy  to  Charles  5 and  TaflUon, 
as  he  fearlelsly  entered  the  diet  of  IngeUieinrii 
was  arrefted  by  the  command  of  the  French  mo- 
narch : The  evidence  of  his  guilt  was 
inconteftible  ; he  was  condemned,  with 
his  two  fons,  to  lole  his  head;  the  pHnilhment  was 
commuted  into  monaftic  confinement  j and  the 
principality  of, Bavaria  was  annexed  to  the  domi- 
nions of  Charles. 

The  fate, of  Taflilon  could  hot  deter  his  con- 
federates the  Huns,  and  the  emperor  of  the  eaft; 
but  their  enterprifes  only  ferved  to  aug-  ^ 
ment  the  glor/  of  Charles,  and  his 
commanding  genius  ■■  triumphed  over  the  barbari- 
ans in  the  fields  of  Bavaria,  and  over  the  Greeks 
in  the  plains  of  Italy  : The  1 latter  renounced  for 
ever  the  fortunes  of  Adalgife,  _ and, the  vain  hope 
of  reftoring  the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards  ; but 
the  former  ftill  continued  their  defultory  incur- 
fions,  and  provoked- Charles  to  retaliate  the  cala- 
mities they  had iftfiided  on  Bavaria.  At  the 
head  -of  a formidable  army,  be  entered  the 
country  of  the  Huns,  forced  their  entrenchments 
in  an  obflinate  engagement,  and  penetrated  as  far 
as  Raal,  on  the  Danube  i an  epidemic  diforder, 
with  the  approach  of  winter,  compelled  him  to 
retire ; and  his  tranfient  exultation  was  foon  in- 
terrupted by  a calamity  of  a domeftic  nature.  His 
eldeft  fon  Pepin,  impatient  to  tafte  the  joys  of 
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empire,  and  envious  of  the  eftablilhment  of  his 
younger  brothers,  confpired  againft  the  life  of  his 
father  j the  unnatural  projedt  was  revealed  by  a 
pricft,  who  had  accidentally  fallen  afleep  in  the 
church  where  the  confpirators  affembled ; he  was 
awaked  by  a number  of  voices,  and  found  the 
aflbciates  deliberating  on  their  laft  meafures. 
Charles  was  fummoned  from  his  bed  to  learn  the 
guilt  of  his  fon  ■,  the  feelings  of  a father  checked 
the  hand  of  juftice,  and  doomed  Pepin  to  expiate 
his  crime  by  a life  of  religious  penitence. 

The  reftlels  fpirit  of  the  Huns  was  again  in 
arms ; the  impatient  Saxons  once  more  threw  off 
the  yoke  j the  Moors  deluged  with  their 
A.D.  793-  numbers  the  dominions  of  Charles  in 
Spain ; and  while  that  monarch  flattxred  himfelf 
with  the  vain  hope  of  tranquillity,  his  conquefts 
were  lhaken,  and  his  kingdom  affailed  on  every 
fide.  Inftead  of  endeavouring  inftantly  to  repel 
the  attacks  of  his  enemies,  with  a well-appointed 
army,  the  king  of  the  Franks  waited  to  feize  the 
favourable  moment  j the  Moors  were  foon  recalled 
by  the  victories  of  Alonfo  theChafte,  king  of  Leon  5 
and  Charles  marched  in  perfon  to  chaftife  the  Sax- 
ons, and  humble  the  Huns. 

The  former  confented  again  to  receive  the  chrif- 
„ tian  religion,  and  to  deliver  one-  third 
- 795»  79*-  of  their  army  to  the  lervjce  of  the  vie-  , 
tor  J the  latter  defended  their  freedom  and  country 
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with  incrcdiUe  obftinacy.  Although  often  defeat- 
ed, their  love  of  independence  was  invincible; 
and  the  war  was  only  concluded  bjr  the  death  of 
the  prince,  and  the  almoft  annihilation  of  the  peo- 
ple. One  tribe  alone  was  induced  to  fubmit  to  the 
rites  of  baptifm,  and  to  acknowledge  the  love- 
reignty  of  the  king  of  the  Franks. 

The  dilTenfions  of  the  Moorilh  chiefs  invited 
Charles  to  the  conqueft  of  the  illands  of  Majorca 
and  Minorca ; but  the  fatisfaftion  attending  this 
expedition  was  more  than  balanced  by  the  tu- 
mults which  reigned  at  Rome.  After  the  death 
of  Adrian,  his  nephew  afpired  to  the  apoftolic 
chair ; but  Ixo  the  Third,  a prieft  of  the  Lateran, 
was  preferred  by  the  voice  of  the  eleftors.  For 
four  years,  the  difappointed  candidate  nourilhed 
the  fccret  defirc  of  revenge ; and,  on  the  day  of  a 
procelTion,  a furious  band  of  confpirators  alTailed 
the  facred  perfon  of  the  pope.  Leo  was  left  for 
dead  on  the  ground  j his  revival  from  his  fwoon, 
with  the  natural  recovery  of  his  fpccch  and  fight, 
were  improved  to  the  miraculous  reftoration  of  his 
eyes  and  tongue,  of  which  it  was  aflerted  he  had 
been  deprived  by  the  knife  of  the  afTaflins.  Fi;om 
the  prifon  he  cfcaped  to  the  Vatican,  and  was  pro- 
tedled  by  tlie  duke  of  Spolcto,  then  general  of  the 
French  forces.  Charles  fympathized  in  his  dif- 
trefs,  and  invited  the  Roman  pontiff  to  his  camp 
of  Paderborn,  in  Weftphalia;  with  a numerous 
E 2 cfcort 
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dcort  he  difpatchcd  the  holy  fufFerer  to  Rome, 
and  declared  his  intention  foon  to  vifit  the  facred 
city,  and  to  recifefs  the  grievances  of  the  fucceffor 
of  St.  Peter. 

* The  defultory  defeents  of  the  Normans  already 
afflifted  the  dominions  of  Charles  which  bordered 
on  the  fea  : Thefe  daring  adventurers,  defeending 
from  the  fnowy  mountains  of  Norway,  explored 
every  Ihore  that  promifed  fpoil,  or  fettlement. 
Their  naval  atchievements  commanded  the  pre- 
fence of  the  king  himfelf;  and  the  French  mo- 
narch reftrained  his  impatience  to  avenge  the  in- 
juries of  his  holy  ally,  till  he  had  en- 
A.  D.  779-  deavoured  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of 
his  own  fubjefts,  and  to  reftrain  the  depredations 
of  the  northern  pirates,  by  conftrufting  forts  at 
the  mouths  of  the  moft  navigable  rivers.  To 
this  mode  of  defence  he  added  a regular  militia, 
and  appointed  fquadrons,  at  proper  ftations,  to 
cruife  againft  the  invaders. 

After  having  diligently  traverfed  the  boundary 
of  his  territories,  the  zealous  monarch  prepared 
to  pafs  the  Alps,  on  his  fourth  and  laft  pilgrimage 
' to  Rome.  The  conqueror  of  the  Saxons  was  re- 
ceived in  the  eternal  city  with  the  due 
A.D.Soo.  of  King  and  Patrician.  Leo 

was  permitted  to  clear  himlelf,  by  oath,  of  the  . 
crimes  which  had  been  imputed  to  him ; and  the 

Cacrilegious  attempt  againft  his  life  was  punilhcd 
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by  the  exile  of  his  enemies.  It  was  on  the  feftival 
of  Chriftmas  that  Charles  appeared  in  the  ehurch 
of  St.  Peter ; and  after  he  had  devoutly  afllfted  at 
mals,  the  pope  fuddenly  placed  a precious  crown  on 
his  head,  and  the  dome  refounded  with  the  accla- 
mations, “ Long  life  to  Charles  the  Augufe,  crown- 
“ ed  by  the  hand  of  God  ! Long  life  and  viftory 
“ to  the  great  and  pacific  Emperor  of  the  Ro- 
“ mans.”  The  pope  immediately  confecrated  his 
head  and  body  by  the  royal  unftion,  and  conduife- 
ing  him  to  a throne,  paid  him  thofe  marks  of  re< 
fped  which  had  been  only  claimed  by  the  ancient 
Cajfars.  In  his  familiar  converfatiwiiwith  his  fe^ 
cretary  and  fon-in-law  Eginhard,  Charles,-  who 
henceforth  indilTolubly  blended  in  the  name  o£ 
Charlemagne  the  appellation  of  magnus,  great,  pno- 
teftcd  his  ignorance  of  the  intentions  of  Leoj  and 
declared,  had  he  known  them,  he  would  have  dif-' 
appointed  them  by  his  abfcnce  on  that  memorable 
day.  But  the  preparations  of  the  ceremony  rduft 
have  difclofed  the  fecret ; and  though  the  fon  of 
Pepin  affeeicd  to  dcfpife  a title  which  was  accom-' 
panied  by  no  real  advantages,  yet,  in  his  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  emperors  of  the  Eaft,  he  exadted, 
with  a fcrupulous  jealoufy,  their  acquiefcence  in  the 
dignity  which  he  derived  from  the  gratitude  of  the 
fucceflbr  of  St.  Peter. 

Among  the  ambafiadors  who  adored  the  great- 
ncfs,  and  congratulated  the  fortune  of  the  em- 
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peror  of  the  Romans,  thofc  of  the  caliph  Harun- 
Al-Ra(hid  gratified  the  piety  of  the  chriftian 
monarch,  by  the  ceflion  of  the  holy 
A.  D.  803.  jjjg  facred  city  of  Jc- 

rufalem : A more  important  negociation  was  en- 
trufted  to  the  minillers  of  Irene,  the  emprefs  of 
the  caft  i and  the  artful  Princefs,  odious  to  her 
own  fubje£Is  by  the  murder  of  her  fon,  endea- 
voured to  fccure  the  protc&ion  of  Charlemagne, 
who  was  then  a widower,  by  a propofal  of  mar- 
riage. The  king  of  the  Franks  readily  entertained 
the  idea;  two  ambalTadors  were  difpatched  to 
the  Byzantine  court;  and  if  Charlemagne  was 
fincerc  in  this  treaty,  he  muft  have  been  difap- 
pointed  by  the  nuptials  of  Irene  with  Nicepho-  ‘ 
rusj  The  new  emperor  of  the  eaft  conferited  to 
acknowledge  in  his  unfuccefsful  rival  the  dignity 
of  Augultus,  and  to  fettle  the  mutual  boundaries 
of  the  two  empires. 

The  Normans,  whofc  adventurous  fpirit  was 
deftined  to  Ihakc  the  empire  of  Qiarlemagnc,  un- 
der their  leader  Godfrey,  menaced  with  their  fleets 
and  arrr.ics  the  tranquillity  of  the  weft.  A tran- 
fient  peace  was  cftablifticd,  from  motives  of  mu- 
tual convenience;  the  fubjefts  of  Charlemagne 
were  to  refpedt  the  N orman  territory ; and  Godfrey 
promifed,  in  his  piratical  defcenls,  to  refrain  from 
the  dominions  of  the  Franks, 
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A life  of  continual  aftion  mud  have  impaired 
the  mod  vigorous  conditution ; and  his  excedive 
attachment  to  female  charms,  contributed  to  haf- 

ten  the  decay  of  Charlemagne’s  j while 

' 1 11  JL-  rc  A.D.  »o«. 

a momentary  calm  allowed  him  a luf- 

penfion  from  the  labours  of  the  field,  at  an  aflem- 
bly  held  at  Thionville,  he  fettled  the  final  didribu- 
tion  of  his  dominions.  Aquitain  and  Gafcony, 
with  the  Spanifli  March,  he  alTigncd  to  hi?  fon 
Lewisi  his  pofiedions  in  Italy  he  confirmed  to  Pe- 
pin, and  added  to  them  the  bed  part  of  Bavaria, 
with  the  country  at  prefent  inhabited  by  the  Gri- 
fons.  To  Charles,  his  elded,  he  relcrvcd  the 
more  powerful  kingdoms  of  Neudria,  Audrafia, 
and  Thuringia  3 and  after  publicly  fubferibing  the 
royal  donation,  he  rendered  it,  in  a fuperditious 
age,  more  authentic  by  the  fantdion  of  the  Roman 
pontiff. 

The  different  princes  were,  In  the  fame  year, 
fummoned  to  defend  their  new  dominions  by  the 
force  of  arms;  in  Aquitain  and  Italy,  Lewis  and 
Pepin  triumphed  over  the  infidels,  whom  the  for- 
mer expelled  from  the  ifiand  of  Corfica,  and  the 
latter  defeated  in  Catalonia.  The  revolted  Scla- 
vonians,  who  had  ravaged  Bohemia,  were  cruflicd 
by  the  power  of  Charles ; and  the  declining  age  of 
Cliarlemagne  lidened  with  paternal  fondnefs  to  the 
piartial  atchievements  of  his  fons. 
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But  the  cares  of  the  imperial  mafter  of  the  weft 
were  numerous  and  frequent ; his  happinefs  was 
rare  and  fleeting.  The  Normans  already  prclTed 
upon  his  empire  with  accumulated  force ; and  the 
terror  of  the  Scandinavian  name  had  extended  from 
the  Baltic  to  the  Britifli  Channel : The  infirmities 
of  waining  life  were  filenced  by  the  imperious  voice 
of  ambition ; and  Charlemagne’s  vain  menace, 
that  he  would  fetde  his  difputes  with  Godfrey  on 
the  Norman  frontier,  was  retorted  by  the  daring 
adventurer,  that  he  would  fave  him  that  trouble, 
by  advancing  with  an  army  to  the  gates  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle.  The  policy  of  Charlemagne  delayed 
the  threatened  danger,  by  fomenting  the  difeon- 
tents  of  the  northern  powers  ; but  thofe  diftur- 
banccs  were  no  fooncr  quelled,  than  the  fquadrons 
of  the  Scandinavian  rovers,  commanded  by  God- 
frey in  perfon,  caft  anchor  on  the  coaft  of  Frieze- 
land. 

The  undifeiplined  courage  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  inexperienced  bands  of  militia,  were  in 
vain  oppoled  to  the  hardy  invaders,  trained  to 
arms,  and  exulting  in  war.  The  French  and 
Frifons  were  incapable  of  withftanding  their  rapa- 
cious fury;  and  Charlemagne,  with  what  forces  he 
could  haftily  colleft,  advanced  to  reftore  the  con- 
fidence of  the'  difmayed  provinces.  Whilft  he 
anxioufly  awaited  the  fig>ial  of  battle,  he  was 
agreeably  furprifed  by  the  unexpected  retreat  of 
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the  enemy;  and  the  dagger  of  a private  affafllnt 
fxtinguifhed  the  life  of  Godfrey,  and  delivered  the 
king  of  the  Franks  from  his  moft  formidable  an^ 
tagonift.  The  fon  of  the  Norman  chief  inherited 
not  the  martial  difpofition  of  his  father ; his  firft 
ftep  was  to  folicit  a finccre  alliance  with  the  em- 
peror of  the  weft ; and  Charlemagne  waspreferved 
from  hazarding  the  glory  which  he  had  fo  painfully 
acquired  in  a doubtful  conteft  with  the  fierce  war- 
riors of  Norway. 

The  fatisfaftion  which  Charlemagne  indulged 
on  this  fortunate  occurrence,  was  embittered  by 
the  death  of  his  moft  favourite  daughter  Rotrude, 
and  of  Pepin,  king  of  Italy : An  infant  and  ille- 
gitimate fon  of  that  prince  was  by  the  difeonfo- 
late  emperor  appointed  to  fucceed  to  the  Italian 
feeptre ; and  the  lapfe  of  a few  months  again 
beheld  the  unhappy  monarch  weeping  over  the 
tomb  of  his  eldeft  fon,  Charles.  The  increafing 
weight  of  public  cares  fuggefted  to  him  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  aftbeiating  his  furviving  fon  Lewis  to  the 
Imperial  purple:  The  ceremony  was  performed  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  the  aged  emperor  inculcated 
to  his  youthful  colleague  the  maxims  which  had 
advanced,  during  his  own  reign,  the  happinefs  of 
his  fubjefts.  His  augmented  infirmities  admonifh- 
ed  Charlemagne  to  prepare  for  his  impending  end. 
About  the  middle  of  the  month  of  J anuary,  which 
fucceeded  the  afibciation  of  Lewis,  he  was  attacked 
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by  a fever,  and  confcious  of  his  danger  he  be- 
held with  firmnefs  the  approach  of  death.  On 
the  twcnty-feventh,  a fainting  fit  an- 
nounced his  fpcedy  difiblution  ; and  on 
the  twenty-eighth,  after  uttering,  in  a low  and  faul- 
tering  voice,  thefe  words,  “ Into  thy  hands.  Lord, 

“ I commend  my  fpirit,”  lie  immediately  expired, 
in  the  feventy-firft  year  of  his  age,  and  the  forty- 
feventh  year  of  his  reign. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  life  of  Charlemagne,  it 
may  be  expefted  that  fome  moments  Ihould  be 
employed  in  delineating  his  charadcr,  the  maxims 
of  his  government,  and  tlie  extent  of  his  conquefts. 

In  height,  he  exceeded  the  common  race  of  men, 
and  the  accuracy  of  a French  writer  has  fixed  his 
ftature  4t  upwards  of  fix  feet ; his  robuft  form  was 
endowed  with  a mind  equally  ftrong  j and  his  pa- 
tronage of  literature  is  attefted  by  the  foundation 
of  fchools,  the  introduftion  of  arts,  and  his  fami- 
liar converfation  with  the  learned  whom  he  in- 
vited to  his  court.  But  though  the  encouragement 
of  learning  encircles  with  the  pureft  luftre  the  me- 
mory of  Charlemagne,  yet  It  cannot  be  concealed  ' 
that  his  own  acquifitions  were  tardy  and  im- 
perfeft ; and  that,  in  tiie  more  mature  period  of  ^ 
his  life,  he  ftrove  with  difficulty  to  acquire  the 
pra£tice  of  writing.  Sim]iie  in  his  drefs,  tempe- 
rate in  his  diet,  he  bore  with  patient  firmnefs  the 
vicifficudes  of  die  feafons ; and  the  fatigues  of  war 
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were  fuccceded  in  peace  by  the  manly  cxcrcifes  of 
the  chace.  Y et  his  moral  virtues  are  ftained  with 
the  charge  of  incontinence;  and  nine  wives  or 
concubines,  with  a train  of*  licentious  amours,  pro- 
claim the  vigorous  conftitution  of  the  king  of  the 
Franks;  whofe  numerous  illegitimate  offspring 
fought  refuge  and  fupport  in  the  plentiful  efla- 
blifhmentof  the  church;  and  whofe  daughters  too 
openly  indulged  thofe  appetites  which  had  fullied 
the  fame  of  their  father. 

As  a ftatefman,  hb  prudence  muft  be  arraigned 
by  the  dangerous  meafure  of  dividing  his  king- 
dom .among  his  fons ; but  his  counfels  to  his  col- 
league, Lewis,  which  exhort  him  to  conflder  the 
people  as  his  children  ; to  be  gentle  in  his  admi- 
niftration,  but  firm  in  the  execution,  of  jufticc ; to 
reward  merit;  to  promote  his  nobles  gradually; 
to  choofe  his  minifters  deliberately,  but  never  to 
remove  them  capricioufly ; are  maxims  which  can- 
not be  too  ftrongly  recommended,  or  too  readily 
adopted.  Yet  his  own  humanity  is  impeached  by 
the  filent  extindf  ion  of  the  fons  of  Carloman ; and 
even  could  he  elude  the  doubtful  fate  of  his  ne- 
phews, the  wanton  maflacre  of  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  Saxons,  who  were  beheaded  on  the  fame  ' 
fpot,  fpeak  the  unfeeling  hero  of  a barbarous  age. 
But  although  a mind  inflated  by  profperity  might 
fometimes  be  infcnfible  to  the  voice  of  pity,  it 
was  his  afiiduous  aim  to  improve  the  laws  and 
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manners  of  the  Franks ; the  inveterate  evils  of  the 
rimes  were  mollified  by  his  government  and  his 
attempts,  however  imperfeft,  announce  the  fpiric 
of  the  legifiator. 

The  viSories  of  Charlemagne  reftored  to  the 
monarchy  of  France  the  province  of  Aquitain; 
confined  the  Bretons  to  the  fhores  of  the  ocean, 
and  compelled  them  to  acquiefee  in  th.c  fccurity  of 
hoftages  and  the  difgracc  of  tribute.  His  au- 
thority embraced  that  part  of  Spain  which  extends 
from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  river  Ebro,  and  com- 
prehends Roufillon  and  Catalonia,  Navarre  and 
Arragon.  From  the  Alps  to  the  borders  of  Ca- 
labria, Italy  revered  in  the  perfon  of  Charlemagne,x 
the  patrician  of  Rome,  and  the  king  of  the  Lom- 
bards} but  the  Duchy  of  Beneventum,  which 
fpread  over  the  modern  kingdom  of  Naples,  elud- 
ed rather  than  refifted  the  power  of  the  fon  of 
Pepin  5 and  after  a tranfient  fubmifiion,  efcaped 
from  the  French  yoke.  To  the  feeptre  of  France, 
the  emperor  of  the  weft  united  that  of  Germ^y ; 
and  the  fchools  which  he  eftablifhed  in  the  bar- 
barous regions  on  either  fide  of  the  Wefer,  a- 
toned,  in  fome  meafure,  for  the  cruelties  he  per- 
petrated in  the  purfuit  of  dominion.  The  Avars, 
or  Huns  of  Pannonia,  in  vain  opjwfcd  to  his  am- 
bition their  love  of  independence  and  hereditary 
valour  ; In  eight  fuccefllve  campaigns  their  youth 
were  ftaughtered,  their  treafures  rifled,  and  their 
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ftrcngth  broken  j and  the  empire  of  the  Franks 
ftretched  between  eaft  and  weft 'from  the  Ebro  i to 
-the  Elbe  or  Viftula ; and  between  the  north  and 
fouth  from  the  duchy  of  Beneventum  to  the  river 
•Eyder,  which  ftill  feparates  Denmark  from  Ger- 
many. 

The  union  and  ftability  of  the  weftern  empire 
depended  upon  the ‘life  of  the  hero  who  had  re- 
ftored  it,  and  the  mighty  mafs  was  feebly  infpired 
by  the  foul  of  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  Lewis  the 
Cmtk.  The  adminiftration  of  that  prince  in 
Aquitain,  had  been  ftamped  by  the  approbation 
of  his  father,  and  his  reputation  might  perhaps 
have  ftood  higher  with  pofterity,  had  he  never 
been  called  from  the  regulation  of  a narrow  prin- 
cipality to  conduift  the  complicated  machine  of  a 
great  empire,  Italy  alone,  of  the  dominitMis  of 
Charlemagne,  acknowledged  in  Bernard  the  fon 
of  Pepin  a diftinft  matter,  who  only  confefled 
the  fuperiority  of  Lewis  his  uncle  by  the  fomi  of 
homage ; but  the  reft  of  the  inheritance  and  ac- 
quifitions  of  Charles  were  gov'erned  by  the  abfo- 
lute  will  of  Lewis. 

At  the  time  that  Lewis,  furnamed  Debornmirtt 
Gailk,  attended  "the  imperial  throne  of  his  father, 
he  had  attained  the  mature  age  of  thirty-fix  years, 
and  had  efpoufed  Ermangarde,  the  daughter  of 
the  count  of  Flefbai,  of  the  diocefe  of  Liegt; 
three  ions,  Lothaire,  Pepin,  and  Lewis,  were  the 
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fruits  of  thefc  niiptiak ; the  eldeft  was  affociatcd 
to  the  empire,  the  two  younger  were  entrufted 
with  the  government  of  Bavaria  and 
‘ Aquitain ; and  each  violated  every  tic 
of  filial  and  fraternal  duty.  The  partition  of  the 
empire  was  oppofed  by  the  arms  and  intrigues  of 
Bernard  king  of  Italy  j hisfruitlefs  attempts  proved 
fatal  to  himlelf the  Rings  of  difappointed  am- 
bition haftened  his  premature  death,  which, had 
already  been  decreed  by  the  fentence  of  the  em- 
peror. The  fierce  nations  of  tl.e  North,  fcarcely 
to  be  controlled  by  the  genius  of  Charlemagne, 
difdained  the  weak  arm  of  his  fucceflbr ; the  Bre- 
tons buril  again  from  their  narrow  bounds,  and 
were  with  difficulty  repelled  and  confined  within 
their  proper  circle : But  the  moft  difaftrous  events 
which  diftinguiffied  the  year,  were  the  death  of 
Ermangarde,  and  the  marriage  of  Lewis  with  Ju- 
dith, defeended  from  the  nobles  of  Bavaria  and 
the  dukes  of  Saxony;  but  whofe  fplendid  accom- 
pliffiments  concealed  an  ambitious  mind,  the 
fource  of  equal  calamities  to  her  confort  and  the 
empire. 

The  meek  piety  of  the  matter  of  the  weft  had 
nourilhed  the  holy  ambition  of  the  fucccflbrs  of  St. 
Peter ; and  Pafchal  the  Firft,  without  deigning  to 
folicit  the  confent  of  the  emperor,  feated  himfclf 
in  the  apoftolic  chair.  To  Lothaire  was  affigned 
the  important  tafle  of  humbling  the  afluming 
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pope ; but  the  excufe  of  the  artful  prleft  was  too 
readily  accepted  j the  liberality  of  Lewis  confirm- 
ed to  the  holy  fee  the  prodigal  donation  of  his  an- 
ceftors ; and  Lothaire  condefcended  to 
receive  his  crown  from  the  hands  of  " 
the  Roman  pontiff. 

It  is  unneccffary  to  difguft  the  reader  with  the 
weaknefs  of  a monarch,  who  was  prevailed  on  by 
monkilh  influence  to  atone,  by  public  penance, 
for  the  firmnefs  with  which  he  had  guarded  his 
fceptre  from  the  invidious  attempts  of  his  nephew 
Bernard;  and  I haften  from  his  vain  .efforts  to 
convert  the  unbelieving  warriors  of  Denmark,  to 
the  birth  of  his  fon  Charles,  whofe  fa-  ^ jj 
tal  pretenfions  Ihook  the  throne  of  his  *jo. 
father,  and  involved  the  empire  in  the  calamities 
of  civil  war.  Already  that  empire  was  affailed  by 
the  fury  of  its  foreign  enemies;  the  Bretons  once 
more  refumed  their  arms,  and  violated  their  re- 
cent oaths  of  allegiance ; a torrent  of  Moors  de- 
luged the  face  of  Catalonia;  the  revolt  of  Navarre 
may  be  confidered  as  the  foundation  of  its  future 
independence ; and  the  ambitious  dcfigns  of  the 
emprefs  Judith  clofed  the  gloomy  profpe6l  with 
the  dark  fcene  of  fraternal  difcord. 

The  kingdom  firft  intended  for  Charles  was 
that  part  of  Gcrm.iny  which  is  bounded  by  the 
Danube,  the  Maine,  the  Neckar  and  the  Rhine, 
the  country  of  the  Grifuns,  and  the  diftrift  of  Bur- 
gundy, 
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^undy,  which  comprehends  Geneva  and  the  Swifs 
Cantons;  but  the  fons  of  the  emperor  rejedlcd 
the  injurious  partition  with  contempt;  Pepin  and 
Lewis  advanced  with  the  forces  of  Aquitain  and 
Bavaria;  the  royal  troops  deferred  the  imperial 
ftandard,  and  crowded  to  that  of  the  malecori- 
tentS;  the  emperor  himfelf  became  a prifoner  in 
the  hands  of  his  children ; and  on  the  arrival  of 
Lothairc,  to  whofe  fuperior  dignity  the  other  bro- 
thers reludantly  fubmitted,  the  emprefs  retired  to 
a monaftcry,  and  exchanged  her  diadem  for  a veil. 
But  the  heart  of  Lothairc  was  not  entirely  callous 
to  the  impreffions  of  filial  affeftion;  he  dreaded 
the  reproaches  of  the  world,  nor  could  he  be  in- 
different to  the  menaced  cenfures  of  the  church ; 
proftrate  at  his  father’s  feet  he  implored  the  oar- 
don  of  his  guilt;  and  the  diet  which  met  to  de- 
pofe,  was  moft  eager  to  confirm  the  authority  of 
the  emperor. 

‘ Lewis  was  no  Iboner  re-eftablilhed  on  his  throne 
than  he  recalled  his  emprefs  from  re- 
ligious  retirement ; and  the  monaftic 
vows  of  Juditli  were  abfolved  by  the  fickle  indul- 
gence of  Gregory  the  Fourth.  The  implacable 
enmity  of  an  injured  female  was  not  to  be  conci- 
liated by  the  tardy  repentance  of  Lotliaire ; that 
prince  was  depofed  from  the  rank  of  emperor,  and 
reduced  to  the  title  of  king  of  Italy;  and  the  im- 
politic violence  of  his  ftep-mother  compelled  him 
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to  feck  his  own  fafcty  in  joining  the  hoftile  prepa- 
rations of  his  brothers  Pepin  and  Lewis. 

The  emperor  was  fcarcely  informed  of  the  de- 
figns  of  his  fons  before  he  encreafed  the  general 
difcontent,  and  alienated  ftill  more  the  minds  of 
his  fubjefts  by  revoking  his  grant  of 
Aquitain  to  Pepin,  and  transferring  it 
to  Charles,  then  only  nine  years  of  agCj  while 
Gregory  the  Fourth  reftored  to  Lothaire  the  im- 
perial dignity,  and  ftrcngthened  by  his  prefence 
the  arm  of  the  fon  againft  his  father.  Again  de- 
ferred by  his  people,  the  unhappy  monarch  was 
haftily  depofed  by  an  obfequious  affembly  of  the. 
dependants  of  the  confederates ; and  Lothaire,  by 
the  fame  authority,  was  raifcd  to  the  vacant  throne. 
The  cmprefs  was  difmifTed  to  a nunnery  at  Tor- 
tona,  and  Charles  was  ftridlly  guarded  in  a caftle 
in  the  foreft  pf  Arden.  The  viftorious  princes, 
after  folemn  profelTions  of  mutual  attachment,  k- 
pafated,  and  each  retired  to  his  refpeftive  domi- 
nions ; the  pope  to  Rome,  ahd  Pepin  and  Lewis 
to  Aquitain  and  Bavaria. 

In  the  moment  of  triumph,  Lothaire  had  em- 
bittered the  degradation  of  his  father  by  an  often - 
tatious  difplay  of  ceremony,  and  inftead  of  the 
purple  robe  had  afligned  him  the  humble  habit  of 
a penitent.  His  fubmiflive  refignation  to  tlie  in- 
folts  of  an  unnatural  fon  obliterated  the 
guilt  of  his  confort;  the  misfortunes 
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of  their  lawful  fovereigh  excited  the  pity  of  the 
multitude,  ever  difeontented  with  the  ruling  pow- 
ers ; and  the  aftivc  diligence  of  his  adherents  foon 
opened  the  road  for  his  reftoration.  Dreux, 
bilhop  of  Mentz,  awakened  Lewis  of  Bavaria  to  a 
fenfc  of  his  intereft  and  duty  j he  armed  in  the 
caufe  of  a fovereign  and  a parent ; the  nobility  of 
France  encouraged  by  their  alacrity  bis  hopes}, 
the  Saxons  fwelled  the  numbers  and  terror  of  his 
hoft;  the  aged  emperor  was  reftored  to  St.  Denys } 
his  fon  Charles  was  releaied  from  prifon ; and  Lo- 
thaire,  after  a fruitlefs  refiftancc,  was  compelled 
to  deplore  his  crime,  and  throw  himfelf  on  the 
mercy  of  his  father. 

Empire  had  no  charms  for  the  uxorious  Lewis, 
unlefs  it  was  {hared  with  the  partner  of  his  bed ; 
and  Judith  was  once  more  recalled,  and  once  more 
abfolved ; yet  ever  reftlefs,  and  unbroken  by  ad- 
verfity,  Ihe  again  refumed  her  intrigues  for  the 
eftablilhment  of  her  fon,  and  engaged  the  fond 
partiality  of  her  hulband  to  add  the  kingdom  of 
Neuftria  to  the  dominions  before  intended  for  him. 
In  a fokmn  aflembly,  and  in  the  prefence  of  Lewis 
of  Bavaria,  Charles  was  declared  king  of  Neuftria, 

and  the  difeontent  of  Lothaire  and 

A.  D.  83;.  _ . , . . _ _ , 

Pepin  died  away  in  ineffectual  mur- 
murs } but  the  death  of  the  latter  was  produc- 
tive of  a new  partition ; the  claims  of  his  children 

Pepin 
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jp«pin  and  Charles  were  dilregarded  j the  fon  of 
Judith  was  invefted  with  the  kingdom  of  Aqui- 
tain ; and  the  French  dominions  of  the  deceafed 
prince  were  divided  between  the  brothers,  Charles 
and  Lothaire,  the  latter  of  whom  was  named  as  the 
guardian  of  his  infant  nephew. 

Lewis  of  Bavaria^  enraged  at  a diviCon  in  which 
his  intereft  was  neglected,  again  unfurled  the  ban- 
ner of  revolt } but  the  unexpected  appearance  of 
the  emperor,  with  the  hoftile  preparations  of  the 
Saxons,  compelled  him  to  fue  for  pardon  j yet  the 
infatiate  ambition  of  -the  emprefs,  and  the  facility 
of  her  aged  huAiand,  kept  alive  the  glowing  em- 
bers of  fedition.  The  commons  of  Aquitain  vented 
their  difeontent  in  fecret  meetings,  and  the  nobles 
openly  remonllrated  againft  the  injuftice  which  was 
offered  to  the  Tons  of  their  deceafed  fovereign.  It 
was  in  vain  that  Lewis  engaged  to  provide  for  his  ' 
grandchildren;  the  adherents  of  the  youthful  Pepin 
Readily  refufed  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  dangerous 
protection  of  an  abandoned  woman ; the  empire 
was  menaced  with  the  reiterated  calamities  of  civil 
commotion ; and  the  implacable  rage  of 
fraternal  difeord  was  fufpended,  rather  ’ ***‘ 
than  extinguifhed,  by  the  death  of  Lewis  le  De- 
bonnaire. 

The  placid  virtues  and  graceful  manners  of  the 
emperor  but  ill  compenfated  for  the  miferies  which 
F a were 
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were  engendered  by  his  feeble  admiaiftration ; and 
a prince,  to  whofc  name  has  been  added  the  epi- 
thet of  gentle,  lived  without  the  regard,  and  ex- 
pired without  the  regret,  of  his  fubjedls.  His  ad- 
vanced age,  of  feventy-two  years,  accounts  for  his 
deceafe,  without  tlTigning  the  unnatural  conduft  of 
his  fons  as  the  fource  of  his  immediate  diflblution ; 
but  it  is  certain  that  he  funk  into  the  grave  with 
a lively  refentment  towards  the  king  of  Bavaria ; 
and  when  reminded  by  the  bilhop  of  Mentz,  that 
it  was  his  duty,  as  a chriftian,  to  forgive,  he  re- 
plied, I pardon  him  with  all  my  heart;  but 
« tell  him  from  me,  that  he  ought  to  think  of  fc- 
“ rioufly  obtaining  pardon  from  God  alfo,  for 
“ bringing  my  grey  hairs  with  forrow  to  the 
« grave.” 

• The  laft  reproof  of  a dying  father  was  but  little 
regarded  by  thole  fons,  for  whofc  ambitious  views 
he  had  already  reigned  too  long.  The  divifion 
of  his  dominions  was difputed  in  a field  of  battle; 
and  after  two  years  of  alternate  fraud  and  force, 
the  plains  of  Fontenoy  attefted  the  aftive  hatred 
of  the  contending  rivals.  Lothaire,  with  his  ne- 
phew Pepin,  was  forced  to  relinquilh  the  bloody 
conflnfb,  memorable  for  the  flaughtcr 
A.  D.841.  hundred  thoufand  Franks  ; and 

the  viftors  Lewis  and  Charles  rhuft  have  contem- 
plated with  horror,  a carnage  which  juftifics  the  hif- 

torian’s 
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torian’s  remark,  that  whole  generations  may  be 
fwept  away  by  the  madnefs  of  kings  in  the  Ipace 
of  a Angle  hour.  Yet  the  advantages  they  ob- 
tained from  the  ’fanguinary  triumph  were  far 
from  decifive : Motives  of  caprice  or  intereft 
induced  each  to  retire  within  the  circle  of  his 
rcfpeftjve  dominions;  and  Lothaire  having  united 
his  fcattered  forces,  again  preflcd  with  his  fupe- 
rior  numbers  his  brother  Charles,  who  was  refcued 
from  deftruftion  only  by  the  return  of  Lewis. 
The  vicWitudes  of  tjiree  fuccefllve  years  of  difcord 
exhaufted  at  length  the  ftrength,  without  impair- 
ing the  animofity,  of  fhe  kindred  princes ; and  they 
conlented  to  divide  thofe  dominions  for  which 
they  were  no  longer  able  to  contend.  To  Lo- 
thaire was  allotted  all  Italy,  with  the  fovereignty 
of  Rome,  and  the  trail  of  country  within  the 
rivers  the  Rhone  and  the  Rhine,  the  Meufe  an4 

the  Scheld.  Charles  obtained  Aqui- 

...  , ^ , A.  D.  I4*. 

tain,  with  the  territory  between  the 

Loire  and  the  Meufe ; and,  with  Bavaria,  tlte  reft 

of  Germany  was  afligned  to  Lewis,  who  will  herC'. 

after  be  dillinguilhed  as  Lewis  the  German, 
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KEIGNS  OF  CHARI.es,  SURNAMED  THE  BALD  — - 
LEWIS  THE  STAMMERER  — LEWIS  AND  CARLOS 
MAN  — CHARLES  THE  FAT  — EUDES,  SON  OF 

ROBERT  THE  STRONG CHARLES  THE  SIMPLE 

— RODOLPH,  DUKE  OF  BURGUNDY  LEWIS 

THE  FOURTH,  SURNAMED  THE  STRAtiOER  — 
AND  LEWIS  THE  FIFTH,  IN  WHOM  THE  RACE 
OF  CHARLEMAGNE  WAS  EXTINGUISHED. 


Br  the  late  partition  of  the  dominions  of  Char-, 
lemagne,  the  kingdoms  of  Germany  and  France 
were  for  ever  feparated  ■,  and  from  this  period  it 
is  with  difguft  that  the  reader  muft  turn  from  the 
dark  annals  of  the  Carlovingian  race,  who  througl^ 
the  dil^cefiil  ferics  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  reigned  without  virtue  or  power.  The  part 
of  Gaul  which  Lothaire  retained,  he  diftinguifiied 
by  his  own  name ; and  by  the  infenfible  corrup- 
tion pf  time  it  has  funk  imp  that  of  Lorrain^ 

whid^ 
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which  is  ftill  annexed  to  the  diftriit.  But  the 
empire  which  he  had  puiTued  at  the  cxpence  of 
every  filial  duty,  which  he  had  eftabliflied  by  the 
blood  of  his  fubjedts,  afforded  him  but  a tran« 
fient  fatisfaftion : From  the  fummit  of  grandeur, 
which  he  had  attained,  the  profpeft  was  dreary 
and  comfortlefs ; and  amidft  the  cares  of  royalty 
he  fighed  for  the  tranquil  ftacion  of  religious  pri- 
vacy. Fifteen  years  after  the  deceafe  of  Lewis  le 
Debonnaire,  he  affumed  the  habit  of  a monk } 
and  a few  days  of  monaftic  retirement 
were  only  allowed  to  the  prayers  of  the 
royal  penitent.  On.  his  retreat  from  the  throne, 
he  affigned  to  his  cldeft  fon,  Lewis  the  Second, 
the  realm  of  Italy,  the  proper  patrimony  of  a Ro- 
man emperor ; to  Lothaire,  his  fecond  fon,  the 
kingdom  with  the  title  of  Lorrain ; and  to 
Charles,  his  youngeft,  Provence,  Dauphine,  and 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy.  The  death  of 
the  two  laft  princes  united  the  greateft 
part  of  their  dominions  under  Charles 
the  Bald,  who  may  properly  be  confidered  as  king 
of  France  j and  to  his  hiftory  we  haften  tq  re- 
turn. 

The  kingdom  of  Charles  had  been  afiVi<^cd  by 
the  annual  depredations  of  the  Nor-  P 
mans ; and  the  retreat  of  thefe  north-  **Si  *S7- 

t 

ftn  rovers  was  purchafed  at  an  cxpence  which 
F 4 might 
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might  have  fuppqrted  a .vigorous  and  fuccefsfu| 
war:  The  Bretons  alfo  had  attempted  to  fliake  oflF 
the  yoke  which  they  indignantly  bore,  and  twice 
had  triumphed  in  aflerting  their  independence.  A 
third  army,  led  by  Charles  in  perfon,  extorted  a 
tardy  and  reludlant  fubmifTrap : but  no  fooner  had 
the  repeated  incurfions  of  the  Normans  re<;alle4 
Charles,  than  Lewis,  duke  of  Brittany,  violated 
the  recent  treaty,  fubdued  the  neighbouring  dio- 
cefe  of  Rennes,  aflumed  the  royal  title  of  king, 
and  tranfmitted  it  to  his  fon  Herifpee ; who  main- 
tained it  in  a bloody  field,  which  beheld  the  total 
defeat  of  Charles,  and  eftablilhed  die  claims  of 
the  king  of  Brittany. 

A faftious  people  will  ever  be  the  confequence 
of  a weak  adminillration ; and  the  fubjedls  of 
Charles,  Infulted  by  their  foreign  enemies,  and 
ppprefled  by  their  own  fovereign,  implored  the 
protedion  of  Lewis  the  German : The  ambidon 
of  that  prince  readily  liftened  to  their  diftrefej 
and  while  Charles  was  engaged  in  repelling  an 
invafion  of  the  Danes,  Lewis  with  a formidable 
army  marched  into  the  heart  of  France;  received 
the  fubmiflion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  Ib- 
A.  D.  Icmnly  crowned  by  the  archbifhop  of 
»s».  *J9-  Sens.  But  while  he  too  readily  liften- 
ed to  the  delufive  counfcls  of  his  courtiers,  who 
reprefented  his  authority  as  eftablilhed,  and  pre- 
vailed 
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yaUed  on  him  to  difmils  his  faithful  Germans,  his 
tranfient  throne  already  tottered;  his  power  was 
undermined;  and  the  approach  of  (Zharlcs  com- 
pelled him  to  abdicate  a kingdom  which  he  had 
occupied  without  a battle,  and  which  he  relin-r 
quiflied  without  a ftruggle. 

The  rapacity  of  the  Normans  had  been  invited 
by  the  former  liberality  of  Charles  the  Bald ; and 
during  the  internal  diflenfions  of  France  they  had 
fcated  themfelves  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine  and 
the  Somme.  Solomon,  who  had  feized  the  throne 
of  Brittany,  extended  his  devaftations  to  the  gates 
of  Poiftiers ; the  intcreft  and  honour  of  Charles 
, called  aloud  for  revenge : At  the  head  of  a pow- 
erful army  he  entered  the  hoftile  coun-  , ^ 

* A.D.  $6». 

try  of  the  Bretons;  but  the  fuperior 
number  of  his  forces  only  aggravated  his  dilgrace ; 
and  in  a battle,  which  was  maintained  with  perfc- 
vering  valour  during  two  fucceflive  days,  he  was 
totally  defeated.  The  vidiory  was  chiefly  aferibed 
to  the  fkill  and  courage  of  Robert  le  Fort,  or 
Strong,  who  commanded  the  army  of  the  Bre- 
tons; and  the  vanquilhed  monarch,  fenflble  of 
his  merits,  allured  him  to  his  fcrvice  by  the  go- 
vernprient  and  ducal  title  of  the  Duchy  of  France, 
» which  comprehended  the  country  between  the 
Seine  and  the  Loire. 

The  policy  of  Charles  divided  the  ftrength  of 

the 
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A.  D.  the  Normans  j and  the  fword  of  the 
*69.  jjf  jjjg  Somme  was  unflieathed 

agalnft  thofe  of  the  Seine.  The  abilities  of  Ro- 
bert contributed  to  prop  the  tottering  throne  of 
France;  but  that  gallant  chief  unfortunately  fell 
in  the  moment  of  vi6tory,  as  he  bravely  repelled 
an  invafion  of  the  Danes ; and  his  lofs  was  fcarce- 
ly  compenfated  by  the  fubfequent  death  of  Lo- 
thaire,  the  king  of  Lorraine,  which  added  to  the 
crown  of  France  the  diocefes  or  cities  of  Lyons^ 
Befan^on,  Vienne,  Toul,  Verdun,  Cambray,  VI- 
yiers,  and  Urez;  together  with  Hainault,  Zea- 
land, and  Holland.  The  remainder  of  the  terri- 
tories of  Lothaire,  Cologne,  Utrecht,  Strafburgh, 
Treves,  Mentz,  &c.  was  allotted  to  Lewis  the 

I 

German. 

The  incurfions  of  the  Normans  dill  afflifted 
the  kingdom  of  France;  Solomon,  king  of  Brit- 
tany, was  perfuaded  to  join  his  forces  to  thofe 
of  Charles,  and  to  concur  in  expelling  the  formida- 
ble invaders.  The  principal  leaders  of  thefe  dar- 
ing adventures  were  befieged  in  Angjers;  and 
after  being  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  fubmit- 
ted  to  purchafe  their  retreat  and  ranfom  their  fhips, 
by  furrendering  the  fpoil  they  had  ac- 
A.D.  *73-  Solomon  himfelf  enjoyed  the 

important  triumph  over  the  pirates  of  Scandinavia 
but  a fhort  time ; and  his  life  was  the  vidHm  of  a 

cpnfpirac^' 
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happjncfs  he  had  promoted  in  the 
council  and  the  field.  From  the  internal  dilTen- 
fions  of  Brittany,  the  eyes  of  Charles  were  tumr 
ed  to  a more  confiderable  objeft ; and  the  death 
of  Lewis  the  Second,  emperor  of  the  Romans, 
was  fcarce  announced,  before  the  French  king, 
with  a well-appointed  army,  appeared  in  Italy: 
His  aftivity  anticipated  the  defigns  of  his  brother 
Lewis,  the  German;  he  was  received  at  Rom( 
with  the  applaule  of  the  inhabitants; 
and  the  Roman  pontiff  placed  the  im- 
perial crown  on  his  head,  and  faluted  him  empe- 
xor  of  the  Romans. 

It  was  with  indignation  that  Lewis  beheld  him- 
fclf  the  dupe  of  his  perfidious  brother ; he  relent- 
ed in  arms  the  fhamelels  breach  of  faith,  entered 
Champagne,  and  difeharged  his  fury  on  the  de- 
fcncelcls  country:  Though  he  retired  at  the  ap- 
proach of  Charles,  he  only  fufpended  his  hoftile 
mcafuret;  his  preparafions  were  continued  with 
inceflant  diligence ; and  the  new  emperor  had  rea- 
<bn  to  rejoice  ip  the  death  of 'the  king 
of  Germany,  who  united  in  his  cha- 
jaftcr  the  qualities  of  a ftatefman  and  a general, 
and  who  of  all  th?  defeendants  of  Charlemagne, 

, moft  refembled  him.  His  dominions  were  divi- 
ded between  his  three.fons:  To  Carloman  he  af- 

figned 
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figned  Bavaria,  Bohemia,  Carinthia,  Sclavonia, 
Auftria,  and  part  of  Hungary  j to  Lewis,  Fran- 
conia, Saxony,  Thuringia,  the  lower  Lorrain,  to- 
gether with  Cologne  and  the  cities  of  the  Rhine; 
to  Charles  was  left  tlie  country  between  the  Maine 
and  the  Alps.  The  news  of  his  brother’s  decet^p 
no  fooner  reached  the  emperor  Charles,  thw  his 
reftlefs  ambition  prompted  him  to  defpoil  his  ne- 
phew Lewis ; at  the  head  of  fifty  thoufand  men 
he  advanced  to  feize  that  part  which  formerly  had 
belonged  to  Lorraine ; In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cologne  he  was  encountered  by  his  nephew,  with 
inferior  numbers,  with  equal  courage,  and  with 
fuperior  fkill;  the  army  of  the  Franks  was  broken 
by  the  charge  of  the  German  cavalry,  and  Charles 
himfelf*  was  glad  to  cfcape  from  the  fatal  carnage 
of  his  devoted  fubjc£ls : He  had  fcarce  united  his 
fcattcred  forces  before  he  was  confounded  with 
the  intelligence  that  the  Normans  had  entered  the 
Seine,  laid  wafte  the  adjacent  country,  and  pof- 
fefled  themfelves  of  the  city  of  Rouen. 

A rapid  fucceflion  of  mortifications  overwhelm- 
ed the  fortitude  of  Charles:  The  pangs  of  his 
mind  were  communicated  to  his  body;  ^and  the 
ambition  which  could  not  be  contained  within  the 
limits  of  an  extenfive  empire  was  for  fome  months 
confined  to  the  narrow  fpacc  of  a bed.  From 
this  feenc  of  repofe,  fainting  beneath  the  effefts 

of 
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of  difeafe,  he  was  fummoned  by  the  importunities 
of  the  Roman  pontiff,  who  claimed  from  the  im- 
perial purple  the  proteftion  of  Italy:  That  coun- 
try was  ftill  expofcd  to  the  dcfultory 
attacks  of  the  infidels  j the  continual^’  ' 
defcents  of  the  Saracens  were  encouraged  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  duke  of  Beneventum,  and  the  em- 
peror of  the  Greeks  j and  the  banners  of  Maho- 
met daily  inful  ted  the  holy  feat  of  the  fucceflbrs 
of  St.  Peter.  The  exhaufted  frame  of  Charles  the 
Bald  m.ight  well  excufe  him  from  new  labours ; 
and  fome  praift  muft  be  granted  to  that  vigour 
which  could  roufe  him  from  the  couch  of  fickncls 
to  refumc  the  weight  of  armour.  With  a fmall 
train  of  followers  he  pafled  the  Alps } but  he  had 
fcarce  entered  Pavia,  to  which  city  the  Roman 
Pontiff  had  advanced  to  confer  with  him,  when  he 
was  informed  that  Carloman,  the  king  of  Bava- 
ria, was  already  in  Italy  with  a numerous  army, 
and  claimed  by  the  will  of  his  father  the  imperial 
title.  The  forces  of  Charles  were  ftill  in  France; 
the  generals  to  whofe  fidelity  he  had  entrufted 
them,  conlpired  againfthim;  and  the  foldiers,  in 
tumultuary  exclamations,  declared  their  refolution 
not  to  pafs  the  Alps:  The  indignant  emperor,  a- 
ftonilhed  and  deferred,  retired  to  France,  at  the 
fame  moment  that  his  competitor,  Carloman,  a- 
larmed  at  the  rumour  of  his  approach,  had  pre- 
cipitately re-entered  his  German  dominions. 

4 The  ' 


Digitized  by  Google 


HIStORY  OF  FRANCE. 


T* 

The  grandfon  of  Charlemagne  had  efcapcd  thrf 
fword  of  his  open  enemies,  to  pcrifh  by  the  prac- 
tice of  domcftic  treafon:  His  retreat  from  Italy 
had  been  attended  with  a return  of  his  indifpoli- 
tion ; but  the  favourable  fymptoms  of  his  difeafe 
were  cxtinguifhed  by  the  treachery  of  his  phyfi- 
cian.  Sedecias,  by  birth  a Jew,  polTefled  and  be- 
trayed the  confidence  of  the  monarch ; the  deadly 
poifon  arrefted  the  unfortunate  prince  in  his  paf- 
l^e  over  Mount  Cenis;  in  a miferable  village, 
and  in  a more  miferable  cottage,  the  emperor  of 
the  Romans  breathed  his  laft,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  agcj  thirty-eight  years  from 
^ his  afcending  the  throne  of  France,  and 

only  two  from  his  attaining  the  imperial  dignity. 

The  ambition  of  Charles  the  Bald  had  conti- 
nually difturbed  the  repofe  of  his  fubjefts  with 
the  found  of  war;  the  feeble  counfels  of  his  Ton 
and  fuccelTor  Lewis,  furnamed,  from 

D S 8 

an  imperfeftion  in  his  fpeech.  The 
Stammerer,  expofed  the  kingdom  to  the  fatal  con- 
fcquences  of  a weak  and  divided  adminiftrationv 
To  fecure  the  attachment  of  the  nobles,  he  pro- 
fufely  laviflied  the  honours  and  eftates  of  the 
crown ; and  the  power  of  the  fovereign  was,  dur- 
ing his  improvident  reign,  reduced  to  an  empty 
Ihadow.  The  difeontented  chiefs  were  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  influence  of  Riehilde,  the  widow  of 
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the  late  emperor,  and  the  ftep- mother  of. Lewis; 
who  furrendered  with  reluftance  the  enfigns  of 
royalty,  entrgftcd  to  her  by  her  hufband,  into  the 
hands  of  the  fon  of  Hermantrude.  The  monarch 
received  the  crown  and  was  anointed  with  the  holy 
oil  by  Hincmar,  archbifhop  of  Rheims;  and  the 
pope,  John  the  Eighth,  who  had  impatiently  ex- 
pefted  the  aid  of  Charles  to  reprcfs  the  infolence 
of  the  Saracens,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  raife  his 
fon  to  the  imperial  dignity;  his  meafures  were 
fuccefsfully  traverfed  by  Lam^rt  duke  of  Spole- 
10,  and  Adelbert,  marquis  of  Tufcany:  The  for- 
mer, refigning  his  own  pretenfions,  fupported 
thofe  of  Carloman  of  Bavaria ; and  the  Roman 
pontiff,  incapable  of  refilling  the  arms  of  the  duke 
of  Spoleto,  abandoned  Rome,  and  embarked  for 
the  friendly  coall  of  France. 

The  reception  of  the  fuccelTor  of  St.  Peter  was 
fuch  as  he  might  naturally  expefl  from  a monarch 
whofe  caufe  he  had  cfpoufed  with  ardour.  In  a 
council  alfembled  at  Troyes,  the  Roman  pontiff 
prellded,  and  the  authority  and  influence  of  the 
Church  was  not  negledled  by  its  holy  Father; 
Among  the  various  canons  framed  to  fupport  the 
epifct^al  dignity,  it  was  ordained  that  all  fecular 
powers;  under  the  penalty  of  excommunication, 
Ihould  obferve  the  refped:  due  to  bifhops ; and  all 
perfons,  however  high  their  rank,  were  precluded 
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from  fitting  down  in  their  prefence  without  ob- 
taining their  permiflion.  But  although  the  pope 
repeated,  at  the  defire  of  Lewis,  the  ceremony  of 
his  coronation,  and  placed  with  his  own  hands  the 
crown  on  his  head,  yet  his  fervour  foon  cooled 
towards  a prince  whom  he  difeovered  to  be  delli- 
tute  of  power  and  capacity  j and  his  interefts  in- 
clined him  to  feek  a more  effeftual  fupport  in  the 
fricndfliip  of  the  faftious  and  independent  nobles’ 
of  his  court.  The  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  which 
fie  brandifiicd  againft  the  rebellious  peers  of 
France,  wCte  rather  intended  to  deceive  the  fo-‘ 
vereign  than  difmay  the  conlpirators ; and  John^ 
after  having  in  vain  exhorted  the  nation  to  re- 
fpefl  the  diftrefs  of  Rome  and  to  unflieath  the 
, fword  againft  the  prefumptuous  Saracens,  pro- 
ceeded on  his  return  to  Italy. 

Bernard,  marquis  of  Languedoc,  had  already 
Crefted  the  ftandard  of  revolt}  and  equally  indif- 
ferent to  the  temporal  menaces  of  the  king  and 
the  fpiritual  cenfures  of  the  church,  maintained 
an  haughty  and  fullen  independence.  As  the  mo- 
narch advanced  at  the  head  of  a royal  army,  to 
chaftife  the  difobedience  and  infolence  of  his  fub- 
jeds,  he  was  feized  at  Troyes  with  a difordcr 
^hich  foon  proclaimed  his  approaching  diflblu- 
tion ! Senfible  of  his  danger,  he  defired  that  his 
(word  and  crown  might  be  delivered  to  his  fon 
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Lewis ; and  after  a feeble  reign  of  about  eighteen 
months,  he  was  preferved  by  death  from 
beholding  the  impending  calamities  of 
his  country. 

France,  on  the  deccafe  of  her  Ibvereign,  waj 
abandoned  to  a ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufion : 
I.ewis  and  Carloman,  the  illbe  of  his  hrft  mar- 
riage, were  opprefied  by  a fadious  nobility  } and 
Adelaide,  his  fecond  wife,  was  pregnant  of  a fon, 
foon  after  baptifed  by  the  name  of  Charles,  and 
diftinguifhed  by  the  opprobrious  epithet  of  Simple. 
Of  the  nobles  who,  as  interefl  didated  or  caprice 
fuggefted,  propped  or  aflailed  the  throne  of  their 
prince,  the  firft  place  was  due  to  the  rank  and 
connedions  of  duke  Bolbn  ; Flis  fpirit,  naturally 
haughty,  was  inflated  by  his  marriage  with  the 
daughter  of  Lewis  the  Second  j his  boundlefs  am- 
bition had  alre.ady  attained  whatever  a fubjed 
could  poflefs,  high  rank,  important  governments, 
and  a royal  alliance;  But  thefe  acquifitions.ferved 
only  to  augment  his  avidity  j and. the  crown  itfelf 
^ appeared  not  too  great  for  his  merits,  or  two  liigh 
for  his  pretenfions.  The  furname  of  Hugo  /Se 
jihbot,  prockiims  his  early  intention  to  have  dedir- 
cated  h'rs  fervices  to  the  church  ■,  but,  bold  and 
afpiring,  he  foon  embraced  the  more  enterprifmg 
profefTion  of  arms,  and  relinquilhed  the  mitre  and 
the  crols  for  tlie  helmet  and  the  fword.  1 o .his 
vdL.  I.  G valour 
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valour  and  abilities  was  entrufted  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  between  the  Seine  and  the 
Loire  i and  the  rovers  of  the  north  found  in  Hu- 
go an  antagonifl:  who  left  them  little  rcafon  to  ex- 
ult in  the  death  of  Robert  the  Strong.  Thieni 
had,  in  the  reign  of  the  late  king,  been  promoted 
to  the  poll  of  chamberlain ; and  the  favours  he 
had  received  ought  inviolably  to  have  attached 
him  to  the  family  of  his  benefactor.  Bernard, 
count  of  Auvergne,  had  been  appointed  by  Charles 
the  Bald,  with  Bofon  and  Hugo,  to  command  the 
troops  deftined  for  the  Italian  expedition  j and 
was,  with  thofe  nobles,  fufpefted  of  having  con- 
fpired  againft  tlie  life  of  the  king.  Such  were 
the  four  Chiefs  to  whofe  protection  Lewis  had  be- 
queathed the  inexperienced  youth  of  his  Tons; 
and  their  influence  was  oppofed  by  the  policy 
of  Abbe  Goflin,  who  had  been  the  principal  minif- 
ter  of  Charles  the  Bald,  by  the  name  of  Con- 
rad, count  of  Paris;  and  a long  lift  of  nobles 
averfe  to  tranquil  obedience  and  enamoured  of 
fedition. 

The  defigns  of  Goflin  were  veiled  by  an  appa- 
rent concern  for  the  profperity  of  France,  and  an 
ardent  zeal  for  tlie  family  of  Charlemagne.  Both 
of  thefe  were  united  in  fetting  afide  the  children 
of  Lewis  the  Stammerer,  and  inviting  the  mature 
age  of  Lewis  of  Germany  to  afeend  the  throne  of 
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France:  that  monarch  readily  liftened  to  the  flat- 
tering propofal } and  while  the  guardians  of  the 
young  princes,  aflembled  at  Meaux,  dilputed  with 
each  other  the  fpoils  of.  the  crown,  they  wei  e 
alarmed  by  the  intelligence  that  a royal  army  of 
Germans  was  rapidly  advancing  to  the  frontiers  of 
the  kingdom.  Abjeft  defpair  fucceeded  to  ill- 
grounded  confidence ; and  a dilgraceful  acqui- 
efcence  in  the  claims  of  the  invader  was  only 
averted  by  the  Heady  and  prudent  counfds  of  Hu- 
go. The  impending  danger  and  diftrefs  fanftioned 
the  facrificej  and  he  confented  to  purchafe  the 
retreat  of  Lewis  by  the  ceflion  of  that  part  of  Lor- 
rain  which  had  been  allotted  to  Charles  the  Bald. 
The  offer  was  accepted;  the  king  of  Germany, 
with  a confiderable  territory  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, acquired  Toul,  Metz,  and  Verdun;  and  the 
abbe  Goflin,  with  his  aflbeiates,  indulged  their 
jneffedlual  refentment  by  reproaching  the  perfidy 
of  their  ally. 

Carloman,  the  fecond  of  the  fons  of  Lewis,  had 
cfpoufed  the  daughter  of  duke  Bofon ; and  that 
powerful  noble  prevailed  on  the  affembly  held  at 
Meaux  to  difregard  the  lift  inftrudtions  of  their 
deceafed  monarch,  and  affociate  with  his  elder 
brother  Lewis,  Carloman  to  the  royal  ^ 
power.  The  two  princes  were  crown-  *;9> 
cd  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  who 
G 2 had 
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had  long  demanded  with  impatience  the  authority 
of  a fovereign:  But  the  defigns  of  Bofon  extend- 
ed not  alone  to  the  elevation  of  his  daughter;  his 
ambition  prompted  him  to  aim  at  a foiid  efta- 
blillimcnt,  and  to  fecure  his  fortune  beyond  the 
frown  of  kings.  In  a long  adminiftration  of  the 
fouthern  provinces  of  France  he  had  redrefied  the 
■ grievances  of  the  people,  foothed  the  haughty 
fpirit  of  the  clergy,  and  attached  to  his  intereft 
a proud  and  factious  nobility;  His  ready  atten- 
tions had  conciliated  the  favour  of  the  pope,  who 
wiflied  to  difplay  his  gratitude  by  contributing  to 
the  completion  of  his  afpiring  hopes.  Three  arch- 
bifhops,  twenty  biflrops,  and  a number  of  counts, 
affembled  at  Mantc,  deliberated  on  the  melan- 
choly ftate  of  their  country.:  The  expedient  they 
propofed  was  to  eredt  a new  kingdom ; and  an 
inftrument,  fubferibed  by  the  aflcmbly,  offered 
Provence  to  the  abfolute  rule  of  Bolbn.  The 
prcpofitl  was  gracioufly  received  and  readily  ac- 
cepted ; and  the  brows  of  Bofon  w'ere  at  length 
encircled  wdth  a royal  diadem.  The  countries 
which  compefed  this  new  principality,  and  which, 
from  the  feat  of  government  have  been  denominat- 
ed Arles,  were  Provence,  Lyonnois,  Dauphinc, 
Savoy,  Franche  Comptc,  and  part  of  the  kingdom 
of  Burgundy,  extending  on  one  fide  into  Langue- 
doc, and  on  the  other  beyond  the  Lake  of  Gc- 


/ 


neva. 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  ’85 

neya.  Thus  the  fons  of  Lewis  beheld  themfelves 
with  indignation  defpoiled  of  the  faired  part  of 
their  inheritance  by  the  fword  of  a powerful  neigh- 
bour, and  the  intrigues  of  a faichlefs  kinfman. 

Their  throne  indeed  was  fhaken  on  every  fidc; 
and  the  very  foundation  would  pofllbly  have  been 
fubverted,  had  it  not  been  proteded  by  tltc  fide- 
lity and  abilities  of  Hugo  the  abbot.  The  fplen- 
did  promifcs  of  Goflin  had  prevailed  on  Lewis  of 
Germany  to  violate  the  recent  treaty,  and  again 
afpire  to  the  crown  of  France;  But  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  malecontents  were  overawed  by  the 
prudent  difpofitions  of  Hugo;  the  Germans  in 
vain  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  France ; and  the 
hopes  of  Lewis  were  chilled  by  tlie  languid  ope- 
rations of  his  partizans.  He  confented  to  an  in- 
terview with  his  youthful  rivals;  and  a fubfequent 
congrefs  at  Gondreville  on  the  Meufe,  at  which 
ail  the  defeendants  of  Charlemagne  were  prefenr, 
ratified  the  fucceffion  of  Lewis  and  Carloman, 
and  confirmed  the  pofleflion  of  Lorrain  to  the 
king  of  Germany. 

The  royal  brothers,  delivered  from  the  terror 
of  foreign  invafion,  prepared  to  chaftife  the  info- 
Icnce  of  domeftic  rebellion;  ftrengthened  by  their 
new  alliances,  they  m.arched  with  a numerous  ar- 
my through  Burgundy,  and  entered  the  revolted 
territories  of  their  prefumptuous  vaffal.  The  con- 
G 3 federate 
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federate  forces,  afTifted  by  thofe  of  Charles,  king 
of  Italy,  formed  the  fiege  of  Vienne,  defended 
with  mafeuline  valour  by  Hermingard  the  confort 
of  Bofon.  But  the  princes  were  foon  compelled 
to  feparate;  and  while  the  continuance  of  the 
fiege  was  devolved  on  Carloman,  Charles  return- 
ed to  Rome  to  receive  the  imperial  crown,  and 
Lewis,  with  a confiderable  detachment,  direfted 
his  march  again!!:  the  Normans. 

Thefe  hardy  adventurers,  difdaining  the  feve- 
rity  of  winter,  had  in  the  month  of  December 
furprifed  the  city  of  Tournay,  and  fpread  their 
devaftations  along  the  banks  of  the  Scheld.  At 
Saucour  in  Picardy  the  rovers  of  the  north  were 
encountered  by  the  maiden  valour  of  Lewis  j nine 
thoufand  Normans,  with  their  leader  Guaramond, 
expired  on  the  field  of  battle ; the  remainder  re- 
paired the  Somme,  and  confulted  their  fafety  by 
a hafty  retreat : But  the  inactivity  of  the  conque- 
ror betrays  his  own  lofs;  and  the  prudence  of 
Lewis  refpeCted  the  defpair  of  a valiant  though 
vanquiflied  enemy.  The  victory  of  Saucour  had 
difplJyed  the  courage,  and  the  death  of  Lewis 
of  Germany  proclaimed  tlie  moderation,  of  the 
youthful  king  of  France;  he  rejected  with  finn- 
nefs  the  crown  proffered  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Lorrain,  and  yielded  to  the  fuperior  pretenfions 
pf  the  emperor,  Charles  the  Fat.  But  the  French 

were 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


87 

were  fuffered  only  a fhort  time  to  contemplate  the 
rifing  virtues  of  tlieir  prince.  While,  at  the  invi- 
tation of  the  duke  of  Brittany,  he  indulged  in 
the  hope  of  ereding  frelh  trophies  over  the  inde- 
fatigable Normans,  he  had  fcarce  advanced  as  far 
as  Tours  before  difeafe  compelled  him  to  renounce, 
the  generous  enterprife  j he  returned  to  expire  at 
St.  Denys  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  his  age, 
and  his  premature  4,eath  is  ftrongly  marked  with 
the  fufpicion  of  poifon ; a fufpicion  countenanced 
by  the  turbulent  temper  of  the  nobles,  jealous  of 
an  adive  and  virtuous  reign. 

Carloman  was  ftill  before  Vienne  when  he  re- 
ceived the  unexpeded  intelligence  of  ^ p 
the  death  of  his  brother,  and  his  own 
fucceffion  to  the  undivided  crown  of  France.  He 
left  the  blockade  of  that  place  to  his  principal  of- 
ficers i and  at  the  head  of  the  army  affemblcd  by 
the  deceafed  prince,  moved  towards  the  Meufe  to 
repel  the  robbers  of  the  north:  Thcfe  retired  at 
the  approach  of  the  monarch,  but  their  return 
foon  fummoned  him  again  to  arms ; and  his  dou- 
ble triumph  over  the  rapacious  invaders  was  more 
honourable  to  himfelf  than  ferviceable  to  his 
country.  His  profpeds  of  vidory  were  blafted  by 
the  breath  of  peftilence  and  the  intradable  fpirit 
of  his  own  fubjeds;  he  was  compelled  to  fheath 
the  fword,  and  by  lavilh  donative  to  obtain  a, 
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Ihort  and  precarious  truce.  The  difappointment 
was  but  ill  compenfated  by  the  capitulation  of 
Vienne,  which  permitted  Henningard  to  retire  to 
her  confort  at  Autun ; and  while  Carloman  en- 
deavoured to  dilTipate  his  chagrin  by  the  exercifes 
of  the  chace,  an  erring  javelin,  aimed  at  the  boar 
by  one  of  his  attendants,  pierced  his  thigh,  and  in 
a few  days  deprived  him  of  his  crown  and  life;  yet 
his  Inft  moments  intareft  us  in  his  premature  fate ; 
and  we  drop  a tear  of  pity  over  the  pious  deceit 
of  a prince,  who  endeavoured  to  fereen  from  the 
miftaken  refentment  of  the  public  his  unfortunate 
domeftic,  by  imputing  his  wound  to  the  rage  of 
the  animal  he  purfued. 

The  aftivity  of  Charles  the  Bald  and  his  grand- 
Ibn  Lewis  had  awakened  the  fatal  jealoufy  of  their 
afpiring  nobles;  and  it  was  natural  to  fuppolc  the 
principal  lords  would  have  readily  concurred  in 
placing  the  crown  on  the  infant  brows  of  Charles 
t1ie  Simple,  the  Ion  of  Lewis  the  Stammerer  by 
his  queen  Adelaide;  Yet  Hugo,  the  abbot,  in 
va’n  zealoufly  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  that  young 
prince;  and  Charles,  furnamed  the  Far,  the  em- 
peror of  the  Romans,  was  invited  to  afeend  the 
throne  of  France.  c 

A new  invafion  of  Normans,  perhaps,  de- 

^ p termined  tlte  French  to  veil  the  feep- 
*!-+,  3S8.  j-j-g  ifi  th-  hands  of  a powerful  branch 
of  the  Carlovinrian  race;  and  the  domiiuons  of 
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Charles  promifed  an  cffeftual  fuccour,  while  his 
limited  capacity  removed  any  apprcher.fions  they 
might  entertain  from  his  increafe  of  territory. 
Godfrey,  king  of  the  Normans,  had  been  afiafli- 
nated  at  a treacherous  interview  j and  to  avenge 
his  death,  a hoiliie  fleet  ftf  feven  hundred  fail  en- 
tered the  Seine,  and  fpread  their  devaflations  as 
far  as  Paris.  But  the  capital  was  defended  by  the 
prudence  of  Goflin,  its  bilhop,  and  the  valour  of 
Eudes,  the  fon  of  Robert  the  Strong.  In  three 
attacks,  the  Normans  were  repulfed  with  obfti- 
nate  courage  and  cruel  {laughter ; their  rage  was 
vented  againft  the  dcfencclels  inliabitants  of  the 
^ adjacent  country;  and  in  a fourth  and  general 

afiTault  they  endeavoured  to  efface  their  fhame; 
But  their  defpair  was  inefFcftual,  and  their  defeat 
bloody;  in  the  luomcnt  as  they  retired  with  a figh 
of  dcfpondence,  the  gates  were  thrown  open  ; a 
daring  band  fallied  from  the  city,  and  fpread  ter- 
ror and  deftruction  through  the  ranks  of  the  be- 
fiegers.  The  walls  however  of  Paris  were  already 
ihaken;  to  open  violence  fucceeded  fecret  ftrata- 
gem,  and  the  flow  but  more  certain  attacks  of 
famine:  A ciofe  blockade  feemed  to  preclude  all 
fuccour,  witen  the  fainting  fpirits  of  the  Parifians 
"Were  railed  by  the  appearance  of  Charles,  who, 
with  an  army  collected  from  Germany,  prefTed 
forwards  to  the  relicfj  and  encamped  within  fight 
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of  his  capital.  Yet  Sigefroy,  tiie  Norman  leader, 
beheld  the  hoftile  ftandards  with  an  undaunted 
countenance,  and  ftedfailly  maintained  his  Ra- 
tion before  the  gates  of  the  city.  The  emperor 
was  awed  by  the  firmnefs  of  an  enemy  whom  he 
might  have  overwhehned ; he  bafely  confented  to 
purchafe  a peace  which  he  might  have  command- 
ed; and  he  facrificed  to  a moment  of  doubtful 
tranquillity  the  fame  which  he  had  acquired  by 
his  former  conduft  and  courage  : As  his  treafures 
were  inadequate  to  the  fum  ftipulatcd,  part  of 
Burgundy  was  abandoned  to  the  avarice  of  the 
Normans ; and  the  labours  they  had  endured  were 
repaid  by  the  fpoils,  and  drowned  in  the  lufeious  » 

wines,  of  the  proftrate  province. 

The  piety  of  Goflin  could  not  fupport  him  un- 
der the  accumulated  prefiiire  of  fitigue  of  body 
and  anxiety  of  mind,  and  he  expired  while  yet 
the  city  was  affliiRed  by  the  dcfolating  rage  of  the 
Normans;  Eudes,  his  companion  in  toil  and  glory, 
furvived  to  receive  the  applaufe  of  his  country 
and  the  reward  of  a grateful  fovereign.  The 
death  of  Hugo,  tlie  abbot,  had  deprived  both 
Charles  and  his  fubjefls  of  a faithful  niinider  and 
a Ready  patriot ; and  his  title  of  count  of  Paris 
was  with  general  approbation  beRowed  upon  Eu- 
des, whofe  gallantry  borrowed  additional  luRre 
from  the  ignominious  condud  of  the  emperor. 

The 
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The  health  and  reputation  of  that  prince  rapidly 
declined ; his  faculties  were  vifibly  impaired ; he 
had  fcarce  returned  into  Germany  before  he  dif- 
played  manifeft  fymptoms  of  a diftempered  ima- 
gination ; and  in  a diet  which  was  held  at  Op- 
penheim  he  was  declared  by  the  nobles  of  France 
and  Germany  incapable  of  fupporting  the  weight 
of  royalty. 

In  Italy  he  had  long  pofTefied  only  the  empty 
name  of  fovereign ; and  the  Lombard  princes  of 
Benevento,  Salerno,  and  Capua  rejcfted  his  autho- 
rity, and  aflerted  their  independence.  The  crown 
of  Germany  was  conferred  by  the  free  voice  of  the 
nobles  on  Arnold,  natural  Ion  of  Carloman,  king 
of  Bavaria,  and  who  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  as 
an  able  and  aftive  general  on  the  frontiers  of 
Pannonia ; The  unhappy  Charles  was  reduced  to 
beg  his"  bread  from  the  fuccefsful  rebel,  by  whofe 
contempt  his  life  and  liberty  were  fpared.  So 
headlong  was  his  fall  from  greatnefs,  fo  diligent 
was  the  revolt  of  his  fubjedls,  that  in  three  days 
he  was  left  without  a fervant  to  adminifter  to  his 
infirmities  ! The  compafTion  of  the  bilhop  of 
Mentz  relieved  his  immediate  necefiities ; and  a 
fcanty  and  tardy  fupply  from  the  fri- 
gid  pity  of  Arnold,  enabled  him  to  a.d.  sss. 
linger  through  a few  months  of  difeafe  and  dif- 
trefs. 

The 
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The  moft  plaufible  and  powerful  pretenders  to 
the  vacant  throne  of  France  were  Guy  duke  of 
Sjxrleto,  and  Berenger  duke  of  Friou)>  botli 
equally  defeended  from  Cliarlcmagne ; Herbert, 
count  of  Verniandois,  wlio  claimed  from  Bernard 
king  of  Italy;  Arnold,  king  of  Germany;  and 
Charles,  furnarned  The  Simple,  the  poflhumous 
fon  of  Lewis  the  Stammerer  by  his  fecund  wife 
Adelaide:  But  his  feeble  years  were  incapable  of 
■wielding  the  feeptre  of  a tottering  empire ; and 
the  exigencies  of  the  (late  called  aloud  for  the 
virtues  of  a foldicr  '.and  a (latcfman.  Eudes  was 
encircled  with  recent  laurels  from  the  important 
defence  of  Pai  iS^antl  the  popular  opinion  named 
him  for  the  foverei^n  of  France.  But  the  virtu- 
ous patriot  refufed  to  trample  on  the  laws  of  fuc- 
cefTton,  or  to  plunge  his  country  in  the  calamities 
of  civil  war ; he  declared  that  he  would  hold  the 
crown  only  as  the  faithful  guardian  of  the  infant 
Charles;  and  that  the  formidable  competition  of 
Arnold  mull  be  averted  by  the  fanftion  of  his 
free  confent.  The  king  of  Germany  was  van- 
quilhed  by  the  generous  fcruples  of  his  rival; 
and  the  name  of  Eudes  is  inferibed  among  the 
monarchs  of  France. 

The  fhort  reign  of  Eudes  was  diligently  de- 

^ P voted  to  reprds  the  infolence  of  the 
sss,  fgs.  nobility,  and  to  humble  the  fijrcign  and 
domeftic  enenries  of  the  fiate.  At  the  head  of  one 
6 tlioufand 
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thoufand  horfe  he  dirperfed  an  a.finy  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  Normans;  and  the  vidory  of  Montfaucon 
might  have  been  improved  to  decifive  advantage, 
had  not  Eudes  been  recalled  from  the  purfuit  by 
the  revolt  of  Aqiiitain.  His  prdence  reftored  the 
allegiance  of  that  province  ; but  the  Normans  had 
feized  the  favourable  opportunity  : Their  banners 
were  difplayed  on  the  walls  of  Meaux,  Toul,  and 
Verdun  i and  Paris  icfelf  was  again  infulted  by 
_ the  licentious  arms  of  the  northern  rovers.  Their 
dellruiflive  incurfions  into  Lorrain  were  chaftifed 
by  the  arm  of  the  king  of  Tjcrmany;  but  in 
France  a fccne  of  anarchy  and  difeord  prefented 
^ itl'elf  on  every  fide.;  the  nobles  of  each  province 
difobeyed  their  fovereign,  opprelTed  their  vafials, 
and  exercilcd  perpetual  hoftilities  againft  their 
equals  and  neighbours.  ^ 

The  diforders  of  the  times'were  the  misfortune 
and  the  glory  of  Eudes ; and  his  vigour  was  exerted 
to  reftrain  the  ambition  of  the  chiefs,  and  re-efta- 
' biilh  the  regal  authority.  Count  Walgairc  had 
availed  himfe^f  of  the  general  diftradtion,  and 
feized  the  important  city  of  Laon  : The  punifh- 
ment  of  his  prefumption  was  inftant  and  fignil ; 
Ix’fore  he  could  fufficiently  fortify  tlic  object  of 
his  ufurpation,  he  w'as  furprifed  by  the  unexped- 
ed  appearance  of  the  French  king.  The  rebel- 
lious garrifon  was  compelled  to  furrender,  and  the 
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life  of  Walgaire  atoned  for  his  guilt.  The  faftious 
chiefs  beheld  in  the  chaftifement  of  that  noble, 
their  own  fate.  Aquitain  once  more  erefted  the 
ftandard  of  revolt ; the  king  of  Germany  encou- 
raged the  growing  difcontent ; Herbert,  count  of 
Vermandois,  and  Philip  count  of  Senlis,  em- 
braced the  caufe,of  the  emprefs  Adelaide  and 
her  youthful  fon.  The  feeble  prince  was  conducted 
to  Rheims,  and  crowned  by  Fougues,  the  arch- 
bilhop  of  that  city:  The  army  of  the  confederates 
advanced  to  the  gates  of  Paris,  but  the  fears  of 
the  capital  were  diflipated  by  the  approach  of  Eu- 
des ; the  forces  of  Charles  infenfibly  melted  away 
before  the  prefence  of  the  hero ; the  king  of  Ger- 
many was  reconciled  by  the  fincerity  of  his  de- 
clarations ; and  Eudes  himfelf  foon  after  extin- 
guifhed  the  torch  of  difeord  by  acknowledging 
the  fovereignty  of  Charles  the  Simple,  and  only 
retaining,  under  an  oath  of  homage  and  fidelity, 
the  country  from  the  Seine  to  the  Pyrenees.  Eu- 
des furvived  to  enjoy  but  a fliort  time  the  tran- 
quillity eflablifhcd  by  his  own  moderation  ; in  the 
month  of  January  fubfequent  to  his  abdication, 
he  expired  at  La  Fere  in  Picardy,  in  the  fortieth 
year  of  his  age;  efteemed  by  the  Normans  whom 
he  had  vanquiflicd,  beloved  by  the  people  whom 
he  had  protefted,  and  liated  yet  dreaded  by  the 
nobility,  whofe  oppreflions  he  had  firmly  oppofed. 

His 
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His  infant  fon,  Arnold,  fuccecded  to  his  princi- 
pality, with  the  title  of  king ; but  his  death  in  a 
few  days  after  united  France  under  the  foie  autho- 
rity of  Charles  the  Simple. 

But  that  extenfive  kingdom  had  mouldered  away 
in  the  feeble  hands  of  the  Carlovingian  race  ■, 
Lorrain  was  folemnly  ceded  to  the  ^ 
king  of  Germany;  duke  Rodolfe  had  *9*.  9>3- 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Fat,  erefted  the  dif-  > 
trift  of  Burgundy,  beyond  Mount  Jura,  into  a 
kingdom,  and  ftretched  his  fway  over  the  greatefi: 
part  ofFranche  Comte;  Lewis,  the  fon  ofBofon, 
maintained  an  haughty  independence  in  Arles ; 
and  though  Charles  might  nortfmally  reign  over 
the  remnant  of  his  difmembered  dominions,  yet 
his  real  power  was  controlled  by  the  foi  midable 
prerenfions  of  Herbert,  count  of  Vermandois,  and 
Robert,'  the  brother  of  Eudes.  Tiie  wife  coun- 
Jels  of  Fougucs,  the  archbilhop  of  Rheims,  might 
have  preferved  the  unfortunate  monarch  fjom  the 
calamities  which  menaced  him ; but  that  prelate 
was  alTaflinated  by  Baldwin,  earl  of  Flanders ; and 
the  indifi'erence  with  which  Charles  received  the 
fate  of  a faithful  fervant,  who  firft  placed  the 
crown  on  his  head,  leffened  the  zeal  of  his  adhe- 
rents and  encouraged  the  daring  defigns  of  his 
enemies. 

Rollo,  whofc  noble  defeent  and  perfonal  quali- 
fications raifed  him  above  the  crowd  of  northern 
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adventurers,  "iiad  entered  the  Seine  and  poflelled 
himfelf  of  the  city  of  Rouen.  The  diftrefs  of 
Charles,  and  the  influence  of  Robert  the  brother 
of  Elides,  who  had  cultivated  the  friendfliip  of 
the  Norman,  firfl;  fuggtftcd  the  propriety  of  a 
ueaty  withRollo:  The  kingdom  of  Neuftria,  with 
the  county  of  Brittany,  was  offered  to  the  gallant 
invader  j and  the  conditions  that  he  fhould  be- 
come a chriflian,  efpoufe  the  daughter  of  Charles, 
and  do  homage  for  his  principality,  were  accept- 
ed'by  the  Norman  chief:  He  was  purified  in  the 
waters  of  baptifm;  and  received  from  the  brother' 
of  Eudes,  his  friend  and  fponfor,  the  chriftian 
name  of  Robert.  Though  fixty  winters  might 
have  impaired  his  vigour,  he  confented  to  divide 
his  bed  with  a royal  princefs  who  fcarcely  had 
entered  her  fourteenth  year ; but  in  the  ceremony 
of  invefliture,  he  rcjefled  with  difJain  the  fervile 
indignity  of  proftrating  himfelf  before,  and  kils- 
ing  the  feet  of  his  fovereign : After  ineffectual 
efforts  to  fubuuc  his  inflexible  fpirit,  one  of  his 
guards  was  accepted  as  his  fubftitute ; and  the 
rude  Norman,  unpractifed  in  the  arts  of  courts, 
tolled  the  kingly  foot  with  fo  much  violence  as 
nearly  to  overturn  the  chair,  and  to  endanger  the 
neck  of  Charles. 

The  principality  of  Robert  affumed  the  title  of 
the  Duchy  of  Normandy';  and  the  robbers  of  the 

north 
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north  acquiefced  in  the  language  of  peace  and  mo- 
deration, and  were  inftruded  by  their  duke  to 
prefer  the  produce  of  a fruitful  foil  to  the  fpoils 
of  piratical  adventure.  Charles  in  the  fame  year 
received  fome  compcnfafion  for  the  dominions  he 
, had  divefted  himfclf  of  by  the  death  of  Lewis 
the  king  of  Germany.  With  that  prince  expired 
tlie  male  line  of  Charlemagne  in  Germany  j and 
the  vacant  throne  was,  by  the  free  voice  of  the 
nobility,  filled  with  Conrad  duke  of  Franconia  j 
but  Lorrain  refufed  to  acquiefee  in  the'  injurious 
eledion,  and  in  Charles  fought  the  protcdlion, 
and  acknowledged  the  authority,  of  the  laft  prince 
of  the  Carlovingian  race. 

The  fubjefts  of  the  French  monarch  foon  dif- 
covered,  that  the  weaknefs  of  Charles,  under  the 
name  of  a favourite,  required  a mafter;  and  the 
obfequious  arts  of  Haganon,  a private  gentleman, 
without  birth  and  without  fortune,  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  king : The  cares  of  empire  were 
devolved  on,  and  the  hours  of  the  prince  were 
devoted  to,  this  new  minion  of  fortune ; and  it 
was  obferved  by  Henry,  duke  of  Saxony,  one  of 
the  ableft  princes  of  the  age,  and  whofe  requeft 
of  an  audience  had  been  continually  evaded  by 
the  anfwer,  that  the  king  was  engaged  with  Haga- 
non, “ Either  Haganon  will  feat  himfelf  on  the 
“ fame  throne  with  Charles,  or  Charles  will  be- 
voL.  I,  H “ come 
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“ come  a private  gentleman  like  Haganon.”  Yet 
the  favourite,  however  unpopular,  cannot  be  de- 
nied the  praife  of  penetration  and  fidelity;  but 
the  times  were  adverfe  to  the  adminiftration  he 
had  alTumed;  and  die  two  Roberts,  dukes  of 
Normandy  and  France,  overlhadowed  with  united 
influence  the  power  of  the  crown.  Their  for- 
midable confederacy  compelled  the  king  to  difmifs 
his  minifter;  and  their  ambition,  nouriflied  by  fuc- 
cefs,  foon  revealed  the  pretenfions  of  Robert  to  a 
throne  which  had  been  occupied  by  his  brother 
Eudes.  The  recall  of  Haganon  was  the  fignal  of 
war ; Robert  was  folemnly  crovmed  at  Rheims ; 
and  with  the  forces  of  the  confpirators  encamped 
under  the  walls  of  SoifTons.  While  in  oftentatious 
fecurity  he  enjoyed  the  pleafures  of  the  table,  he  was 
furprifed  by  the  appearance  of'Charles  at  the  head 
of  a few  faithful  followers : W ith  undaunted  cou- 
rage he  mounted  his  horfe,  and  endeavoured  to  re-  » 
ftore  order  to  his  troops ; but  in  the  tumult  of  the 
confii6t  he  received  a mortal  wound  from  the 
15th  June,  rival,  and  was  difpatched 

A.  D.  ji»3.  by  bis  furrounding  enemies.  Yet  his 
fon  Hugo,  and  Herbert  count  of  Vermandois, 
maintained  the  battle  with  more  fuccefsful  valour; 
and  Charles,  after  having  enjoyed  the  triumph  of 
revenge,  was  in  his  turn  compelled  to  retreat 
before  fuperior  numbers,  with  the  lofs  of  his  bag- 
gage and  the  braveft  of  his  companions. 

The 
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The  confederates  proceeded  immediately  to 
ele<5t  a new  king  j the  principal  competitors  were* 
Hugo,  duke  of  France,  and  fon  of  the  deceafed 
Roberts  Herbert,  count  of  Vermandois;  and 
Rodolph,  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  had  efpoufed 
Emma  the  fifter  of  Hugo,  The  laft  ^ j, 
was  by  the  influence  of  his  wife,  crown- 
ed  at  Soiflbnsj  and  Charles,  deferred  by  his  fub- 
jefts,  endeavoured  to  arm  in  his  fupport,  by  the 
offer  of  Lorrain,  Henry,  king  of  Germany:  That 
monarch  was  not  deaf  to  his  own  intereft,  and  the  ' 
intreaties  of  his  royal  fuppliant;  the  inclinations 
of  William,  duke  of  Normandy,  who  had  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  Rollo,  leaned  to  the  fame  fide; 
and  the  danger  of  Rodolph  was  only  averted  by 
the  treachery  of  Herbert,  count  of  Vermandois. 
That  nobleman,  dreading  the  reftoration  of  a 
monarch,  whom  he  had  injured  too  much  to  for- 
give, pretended  to  defect  the  caufe  of  the  new 
king,  and  offered,  by  his  deputies,  to  ered  once 
more  the  fiandard  of  loyalty.  Charles,  confiding 
inr  his  promifes,  iTjarchcd  into  the  country  of  Ver- 
mandois, with  the  faithful  few  who  ftill  followed 
his  broken  fortunes  j and  was  feized  by  the  per- 
fidious count,  and  imprifoned  in  the  fortrefs  of 
Chateau  Thierri;  his  queen,  Egiva,  efcaped  with 
her  fon  Lewis  to  the  court  of  her  brother  Athel- 
ftan,  king  of  England;  and  Rodolph,  releafed 
^ * from 
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from  his  apprehenfions,  turned  his  arms  againfl; 
William,  duke  of  Aquitain. 

That  prince  was  compelled  to  purchafe  his  par-^ 
don  by  a ready  fubmiflion,  and  the  fervile  con- 
dition of  homage  ; but  this  gleam  of  profperity 
was  foon  darkened  by  furrounding  clouds  of  ad- 
verfity.  The  rovers  of  the  north  renewed  theit 
depredations;  the  Normans  of  France  broke  forth 
into  open  hoftilities ; the  fickle  nobles  of  Lorrain 
fliook  off  their  allegiance,  and  claimed  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  Henry,  king  of  Germany ; and  the 
black  fwarm  of  Hungarians,  emerging  from  the 
heart  of  Tartary,  fcourged  the  defencelcfs  fron- 
tier with  the  hand  of  violence  and  rapine.  The 
throne  of  Rodolph  might  have  ftood  fecure  againft 
the  foreign  enemies  of  the  ftate ; it  was  fhaken  to 
its  foundation  by  a formidable  confpiracy  of  do- 
meftic  foes.  His  late  aflbeiates  became  his  moft 
dangerous  adverfaries ; Herbert,  count  of  V'er- 
mandois,  had  claimed,  as  the  reward  of  his  per- 
fiily,  and  was  refufed,  the  city  of  Laon ; his  dif- 
content  was  communicated  to  Hugh,  duke  of 
France,  who  had  lately  married  Ethelinda,  the 
daughter  of  Edward,  king  of  F.ngland,  and  the 
filter  of  Charles’s  confort : In  conjundlion  with 
William,  duke  of  Normandy,  they  determined 
to  rellore  the  captive  Charles  to  tlie  tiirone;  and 
Henry,  king  of  Germany,  and  poj)e  John  the 
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ninth,  confirmed  that  prince’s  hopes  by  the  promife 
of  temporal  and  fpiritual  fupport. 

The  power  of  Rodolph  lecmed  unable  to  with- 
ftand,  yet  his  genius  and  policy  difperfcd,  the  rifing 
ftorm ; the  death  of  the  Roman  pontiff  delivered 
him  from  the  menaces  of  the  church ; the  zeal  of 
Henry  was  difarmcd  by  the  grts  of  flattery ; Her- 
bert was  gratified  by  the  acquifition  of  Laon ; and 
drew  along  with  liim  Hugh,  duke  of  France; 
F.giva,  once  more,  by  the  advice  of  the  duke  of 
Normandy,  retired  to  England;  and  Charles  was 
furrendered  by  the  count  of  V ermandois  into  the 
cuftody  of  Rodolph.  He  was  received  with  re- 
fpcft,  and  the  royal  fetters  were  rendered  lefs 
cumberfome  by  the  liberality  of  the  hand  which 
impofed  them ; yet  Charles  furvived  not  long 
this  fecond  revolution;  in  the  fifty-  a D j»9 
firft  year  of  his  age,  at  the  caftle  of  9‘i>- 
Peronne,  he  was  releafed  by  death  from  a life  of 
difappointment ; and  if  his  feeble  charadfer  cannot 
command  our  eftcem,  the  fplendid  mifery  to  which 
he  was  invariably  allotted,  excites,  at  leaf!:,  our 
companion. 

The  remaining  years  of  the  reign  of  Rodolph 
prefent  a glorious,  but  ineffeftual  ftruggle  with 
the  difficulties  of  his  fituation ; his  fuccefsful  con- 
flidfs  with,  and  the  laurels  which  he  acquired 
from,  the  Normans  of  the  Loire,  and  the  favage 
H 3 Hungarians, 
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Hungarians,  could  not  reftore  the  internal  vigour 
of  France,  deeply  wounded  by  the  rage  of  civil 
commotion.  The  friendlhip  of  Herbert,  count 
of  Vermandois,  and  Hugo,  duke  of  France,  was 
foon  converted  into  implacable  hatred j the  fwords 
of  their  adherents  were  unflieathed  in  this  private 
quarrel ; and  the  latter,  who  was  feci  etly  fupported 
byRodolph,  dlfpofieffed  the  former  of  Eu,  Amiens, 
Ham,  Arras,  and  Rheims,  and  at  length  befieged 
him  in  the  city  of  Laon.  Yet  Herbert,  though 
unfortunate,  had  maintained  amidfl  defeat  the  cha~ 
.rafter  of  a great  captain  and  confufnmate  ftatef- 
man ; and  jealoufy  of  the  growing  power  of 
Hugo  induced  the  king  to  extend  to  the  count  of 
Vermandois  the  clemency  he  implored;  the  duke 
of  France  reluftantly  reftored  the  towns  he  had 
taken,  and  the  homage  of  Herbert  was  accepted 
by  Rodolph,  That  monarch  was  allowed  to  enjoy 
but  a Ihorl  time  the  tranquillity  he  had  eftabliflied ; 
A D.  93S.  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign  he 

Jill- 1 5!h.  expired  at  Auxerre,  and  his  death  re- 
vived thofe  pretenftons  which  his  courage  and 
aftivity  had  crulhed. 

The  duchy  of  Burgundy  devolved  on  the  bro- 
ther of  Rodolph,  Hugo  furnamed  the  Black-,  but 
the  moft  powerful  claimant  to  the  French  crown  was 
Hugo,  duke  of  France:  His  defigns  were  traverfed 
by  his  rival,  Herbert,  count  of  V'^ermandois ; and 

their 
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their  contention  allowed  Athelftan,  king  of  Eng- 
land, to  plead  the  caufe  of  his  nephew,  the  fon  of 
Charles  the  Simple.  The  duke  of  France  was  rea- 
dily pcrfuaded  by  William  of  Normandy  to  ftiflc 
his  ambitious  hopes,  and  to  concur  in  placing  on 
the  throne,  a prinoe  with  whom  by  marriage  he  was 
fo  nearly  connefted.  William,  archbifliop  of  Sens, 
was  deputed  to  England  to  invite  Lewis,  fur- 
named  Ti'Outre-tncr,  beyond  the  Sea,  or  Stranger ; 
and  the  young  prince,  landing  at  Boulogne,  pro- 
ceeded to  Laon,  and  was  crowned  in  a.  D.  916. 
that  city  by  Artaud,  archbilhop  of 
Rheims. 

The  firft  meafures  of  Lewis,  who  a.  d. 

was  but  juft  entered  into  the  feven-  94»- 
teenth  year  of  his  age,  promifed  to  maintain  the 
internal  tranquillity  of  his  kingdom ; To  difeharge 
his  obligations  to  Hugo,  and  to  iecure  the  fidelity 
of  that  powerful  nobleman,  he  appointed  him  mi- 
nifter,  and  committed  to  his  hands  the  reins  of 
government.  The  duke  of  Burgundy  had  pre- 
fumed on  an  infant  reign,  to  violate  the  fandity 
of  the  peace,  and  to  feize  the  city  of  Langres; 
the  infult  was  refented  by  the  duke  of  France ; 
at  the  head  of  a powerful  army  he  penetrated  into 
Burgundy,  and  compelled  the  brother  of  Rodolph 
to  purchafe  an  ignominious  peace  by  the  ceffion 
of  great  part  of  that  fruitful  duchy.  So  vigorous  a 
H 4 conduct 
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conduft  infpired  the  French  with  the  moll  pleafing 
cxpedations ; but  the  flattering  profpeft  was  foon 
overcaft,  and  the  mind  of  the  king  appeared  to 
be  imprefled  with  a deep  and  fatal  fiilpicion 
of  his  minifter.  The  duke  of  France  perceived 
himfelf  eftranged  from  the  confidence  of  his  maf- 
ter,  and  retired  from  an  ungrateful  court  to  culti- 
vate the  returning  friendfhip  of  the  count  of  Ver- 
mandois  : That  nobleman  furprifed  the  city  of 
Laon ; and  the  king,  fenfible  of  his  weaknefs, 
once  more  affefted  to  commit  himfelf  to  the  coun- 
iels  of  Hugo,  duke  of  France.  Yet,  amidft  the 
marks  of  external  regard,  he  only  waited  a fa- 
vourable opportunity  to  break  the  chains  of  his 
powerful  fubjeftj  he  recalled  *his  mother  Egiva, 
and  allured  to  his  fide,  Hugo,  duke  of  Burgundy, 
Artaud,  archbifliop  of  Rheims,  and  the  count  of 
Poi(fiiers.  The  duke  of  France  was  fupported 
by  William,  duke  of  Normandy,  Arnold,  count 
of  Flanders,  and  Herbert,  count  of  Vermandois, 
Rheims  furrendered,  Laon  was  invelled  by  the 
army  of  the  confederates ; and  Charles,  having 
fuftained  a decifive  defeat,  in  the  vain  hope  of 
relieving  that  city,  conlented  to  a peace,  which 
was  negociated  under  the  holy  mediation  of  pope 
Stephen  the  eighth, 

. „ The  death  of  William,  duke  of  Nor- 
A*  , 

9+i- , mandy,  who  was  aflTaflinated  at  tlie  in^ 

{ligation 
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ftlgation  of  the  count  of  Flanders,  and  of  Her- 
bert, count  of  V ermandois,  changed  the  appear- 
ance of  public  affairs;  the  fon  of  Herbert  was 
protefted  by  the  honourable  friendfhip  of  Hugo; 
but  Richard,  the  fucceffor  of  William,  was  aia 
infant,  whofc  feeble  age  and  extenfive  dominions 
promifcd  an  eafy  and  wealthy  conqueft.  The 
neutrality  of  the  duke  of  France  \vas  purchafed 
by  the  ceffion  of  part  of  Burgundy ; and  Lewis 
entering  into  Normandy,  was  received  at  Rouen 
>vith  every  mark  of  refpedl  by  Bernard  the  Dane, 
to  whofe  protection  the  deceafed  duke  had  be- 
queathed the  tender  years  of  his  fon.  The  Nor- 
mans were  prevailed  upon,  by  the  friendly  protef- 
tations  of  Lewis,  to  refign  their  young  duke  to 
his  care ; he  was  conveyed  to  Laon,  and  the  dark 
defign  of  murder  has  been  imputed  to  the  faithlels 
guardian;  but  Richard  was  preferved  from  this 
danger  by  the  vigilance  of  his  governor,  Ofman, 
>vho,  in  the  difguife  of  a groom,  cfcaped  with  his 
pupil  concealed  in  a trufs  of  hay,  and  mounting 
him  on  a fleet  horfe,  conveyed  him  in  fafety  to 
the  friendly  caftle  of  Bernard,  count  of  Senlis. 

On  the  flight  of  Richard,  Lewis  entered  Nor- 
mandy, and  advanced  to  Rouen  with  a powerful 
army,  while  the  duke  of  France  penetrated  into 
the  country  of  Bayeaux;  but  the  king  was  de- 
ceived by  the  fubmiffivc  declarations  of  Bernard 

the 
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the  Dane,  and  the  count  of  Senlis;  he  com- 
manded Hugo  to  retire,  who  reluctantly  obeyed 
the  royal  mandate ; and,  in  concert  with  Bernard, 
advanced  to  encounter  Aigrol,  king  of  Denmark, 
who  had  landed  in  Normandy  to  fupport  the 
claims  of  the  infant  duke.  The  pious  fraud  of 
Bernard  fecured  the  defeat  of  the  French ; and 
while  Lewis  was  engaged  in  a friendly  conference 
with  Aigrol,  his  army  was  fuddenly  aflaulted  by 
the  Danes;  the  Franks  were  furprifed  and  broken 
pn  every  fide;  the  count  of Ponthieu,  with  eighteen 
other  nobles,  pci  ifhed  on  the  field ; and  the  king 
himfdf,  overtaken  in  the  purfuir,  was  carried 
pri  Toner  to  Rouen. 

The  perfon  of  the  captive  monarch  was  granted 
^ P to  the  weighty  felicitations  of  Hugo; 

9++I  95+'  but  Lewis  foon  difeovered  that  the  fet- 
ters of  his  fubjeCt  were  equally  opprelTive  withthofe  , 
of  the  Normans;  and  the  price  of  his  freedom, 
after  a twelvemonth’s  confinement,  was  the  city  and 
diocefc  of  La,on.  Thefe  were  granted  by  Hugo 
to  the  count  of  Chartres ; and  the  marriage  of 
Fmma,  the  daughter  of  the  duke  of  France,  with 
Richard  of  Normandy,  awakened  the  jealoufy  of 
the  nobles,  and  the  apprehenfions  of  Otho,  king 
of  Germany.  A formidable  confpiracy  enabled 
Lewis  to  avow  his  refentment  againll  his  powerful 
Vaflal;  and  the  provinces  of  France  were  alter- 
I nately 
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nately  afflided  by  the  arms  of  Lewis  and  of  Otho, 
of  Hugo  and  of  Richard.  During  five  years  the 
flames  of  civil  war  raged  without  intermifiionj 
and  the  precarious  peace  which  was  concluded  in 
a perfonal  interview,  may  rather  be  confidered  as 
a fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  than  a refloration  of 
tranquillity.  The  latent  embers  of  difeord  were 
Hill  kept  alive,  and  they  again  broke  out  with 
frefli  violence ; they  were  finally  extinguifiied  by 
the  mediation  of  the  two  fifters,  the  daughters  of 
Henry  of  Germany,  and  the  confort  of  the  king, 
and  duke  of  France.  A permanent  peace  was  efta- 
blifhed;  and  Lewis  prepared  to  afiert  his  autho- 
rity over  the  revolted  lords  of  Aquitain,  when  his 
defigns  were  broken  by  a fudden  and  accidental 
death:  As  he  purlued  a flying  wolf  with  incon- 
fideratc  ardour,  his  horfe  Humbled  and  threw 
him } the  injury  proved  fatal ; and  in  a few  days, 
in  the  thirty-third  year  of  his  age,  he  d.  954. 
clofed  at  Rheims  a ftormy  and  unfuc- 
cefsful  reign  of  nineteen  years. 

The  life  of  Hugo  had  been  fpent  in  P 
an  inceflanf  ftruggle  to  elevate  himfedf  9sr»  9ss- 
above  the  condition  of  a fubjedl;  the  path  of 
greatnefs  now  lay  open  to  his  ambitious  fteps,  yet 
he  declined  the  eafy  afeent,  and  railed  to  the 
throne  Lothaire,  the  fon  of  Lewis,  then  only  in 
the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age.  The  young  prince 
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was  crowned  at  Rheims,  and  tlie  hafty  gift  of 
Aquitain  proclaimed  his  gratitude  to  Hugo:  That 
province  had  long  bellowed  the  tide  of  duke  on 
the  counts  of  Poidtiers;  and  William  the  fecond 
of  that  family,  refented  the  juftice  which  trans- 
ferred his  hereditary  honours  to  the  duke  of 
France:  He  refufed  to  acquiefee  in  the  partial 
diftribution ; and  the  lords  of  Aquitain,  impatient 
and  difeontented,  crowded  to  the  independent 
llandard  of  William.  With  a confidcrable  army, 
fandlioned  by  the  name  and  prefence  of  Lothaire, 
TIugo  formed  and  prclTed  the  fiege  of  Poidtiers; 
but  his  mind,  incapable  of  perfonal  fear,  was 
fufceptible  of  fuperllitious  terror;  a clap  of  thun- 
der broke  with  violence  over  his  tent,  and 
Ilugo  raifed  the  fiege.  In  his  retreat  he  was 
attacked  by  William,  with  his  new  raifed  forces; 
the  adtion  was  Ihort  and  decifive;  the  count  was 
totally  defeated,  and  efcaped  with  difficulty  from 
die  fword  of  the  victor. 

The  fun  of  profperity  had  invariably  gilded  the 
A.  P.  qareer  of  Hugo;  and  his  lall  triumph 

<>56,  9S0.  oyer  rhe  count  of  Poidtiers  clofed  a fe- 

ries  of  memorable  adtions:  The  year  following, 
this  celebrated  chief,  the  fon  and  father  of  a king, 
.and  who,  without  a crown  himfelf,  had  ruled 
France  with  defpotic  power,  funk  into  tlie  grave, 
eitcemed  by  his  countrymen,  and,  perhaps,  lead 

of 
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of  all,  regretted  by  his  fovereign.  To  his  eldefl: 
fon,  Hugh,  furnamed  Capet,  he  afligned  the  ci- 
ties and  diocefes  of  Paris  and  Orleans,  and  recom- 
mended him  to  the  protedion  of  Richard,  duke 
of  Normandy;  and  the  three  younger,  Otho, 
F.udes,  and  Henry,  fucceeded  ’ each  other  in  the 
duchy  of  Burgundy. 

The  ambition  of  Lothaire  had  invaded  the 
duchy  of  Normandy;  and  the  duke,  a.  d. 
prefied  by  the  fuperior  forces  of  !iis  an-  5^^’  s*®- 
tagonift,  invited  to  his  fupport  the  rovers  of  the 
north.  France  was  again  .aftlided  by  their  in- 
defatigable rapacity:  Independent  and  uncon- 
trolled in  their  depredations,  they  reflifed  to  fiib- 
feribe  to  the  peace  which  Richard  had  concluded  • 
and  their  retreat  was  with  difficulty  purchafed  by 
the  treafures  of  France  and  Normandy:  Yet  Lo- 
thaire no  fooner  .had  difengaged  himfelf  from  tliix 
diftrefs,  than,  ever  reftlefs,  he  attempted  to  opprcL 
his  vaflal,  the  young  count  of  Flanders;  that  noble- 
man was  preferved  by  the  interpofition  of  the  Nor- 
. mans;  and  the  king,  baffled  in  his  endeavours  to 
aggrandize  himfclf  by  arms,  flattered  himfdf,  by 
advantageous  alliances,  witli  the  hope  of  reftoring 
the  waning  grandeur  of  the  houfeof  Charlemagne. 

He  efpoufed  Emma,  the  daughter  of  Lothaire, 
king  of  Italy,  and  beftowed  his  After  on  Conrad, 
king  of  Burgundy ; but  the  Ihort  refpite  allowed 

by 
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by  a peace  was  followed  by  years  of  dcfolating 
war } and  the  poiTcflion  of  Lorrain  was  dif- 
puted,  during  four  fucceflive  campaigns,  by  the 
kings  of  Germany  and  France : Their  fubjefts' 
might  mutually  regret  the  deftrufUve  effefts  of 
ambition ; but  the  fuccefs  of  Otho  confirmed  his 
autliority,  while  the  difappointment  of  Lochairt 
contributed  to  drminifii  the  little  reputation  he 
had  acquired. 

Four  years  after,  the  deadi  of  Otho  the  Second 
o difiblved  the  alliance  between  France 
984,  986.  and  Germany,  and  awakened  the  hopes 
of  Lothaire:  That  prince,  under  the  pretence 
of  fupporting  tlie  claim  of  Otho  the  Third,  in- 
vaded Lorrain,  occupied  Verdun,  and  afiaulted 
Cambray ; but  as  he  indulged  himfelf  in  the  flat- 
tering idea  of  extending  the  limits  of  his  kingdom, 
A.  D.  9S«.  furprifed  in  the  fony-fixth  year 

Marcii  xd.  of  jfis  age,  and  the  thirty-fccond  of  his 
reign,  by  the  approach  of  death.  He  had  already 
aflfociated  his  fon  Lewis  the  Fifth  to  the  throne ; and 
his  premature  end,  when  his  affairs  had  alTumed 
the  moft:  favourable  appearance,  was  imputed  to 
poifon,  and  the  name  of  Emma,  his  queen,  has 
been  fullied  by  the  breath  of  fufpicion;  but  the 
report  probably  originated  in  the  malice  of  Charles, 

’ the  brother  of  the  deceafed  monarch,  always  inimi- 
cal to  that  prineds,  and  who  poffibly  hoped  to 
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fubftantiate  his  pretenfions  to  Lorrain  amidft  a 
fccne  of  anarchy  and  difcord. 

The  throne  was  filled  by  Lewis,  whofe  weak- 
nefs  has  been  charadlerized  by  the  ex-  p 

preflive  epithet  of  Faineant ; and  his  9*7* 

inexperienced  age  of  nineteen  required  the  fupport 
of  a mature  and  powerful  guardian : Hugh  Capet 
had  been  appointed  to  that  important  truft  in  the 
laft  moments  of  Lothaire ; and  the  fidelity  which 
he  had  preferved  to  the  father  was  difplayed  in 
the  Ihort  and  turbulent  reign  of  the  fon.  But 
the  mind  of  the  headftrong  youth  was  incapable 
of  inftrudbion ; he  drove  with  contempt  and  in- 
famy his  mother  from  his  court ; and  the  early 
death,  which  delivered  his  fubjefts  from  the  do- 
minion of  vice  and  folly,  has  been  aferibed  to  her 
iiTiplacablc  refentment.  The  laft  of  the  Carlo- 
vingian  kings,  odious  as  he  was  defpicablc,  funk 
into  the  grave ; and  the  founder  of  a new  dynafty 
feized  the  vacant  throne,  and  by  his  wife  and  tem- 
jrerate  counfels  reftored  the  power  and  grandeur 
of  France. 
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Chapter  the  Fourth. 


I 

A SHORT  VIEW  O?  THE  GOVERNMENT  AND  CUSTOMS 

OF  THE  FRANKS  IN  GERMANY. AUTHORITY  OF 

CLOVIS  AND  HIS  SUCCESSORS. DIVISION  OF  THE 

SFOILS  AND  LANDS. THE  NATURE  OF  ALLODIAL 

POSSESSIONS  AND  BENEFICES. THE  LAWS  OF  THE 

Franks  under  the  first  and  second  race. — 
The  influence  of  the  clergy. — france  is 
converted  from  an  hereditary  INTO  AN 
elective  monarchy. THE  CROWN  IS  TRANS- 

FERRED FROM  THE  FAMILY  OF  CHARLEMAGNE 
TO  THAT  OF  HUGH  CARET. 


F ROM  the  acceflion  of  Clovis  to  the  extinc- 
tion of  tlie  Carlovingian  race,  tlie  reader  is  labo- 
rioufly  and  ungratefully  employed  in  tracing  a fe- 
ries  of  unimportant  wars  and  uninterefting  events. 
The  imperial  majefty  of  Charlemagne  darts  indeed 
through  the  gloom  a fhort  ray  of  luftre ; but  the 
darknefs  foon  returns,  and  the  tranfient  gleam, 
which  his  regulations  afford,  is  over-fliadowed 
by  a long  night  of  wealcnefs  and  mifery.  I’hc 
hiftorian  might  perhaps  have  abandoned  tlie  tur- 
2 bulent 
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bulent  and  diigufting  annals>  diftinguilhed  only 
by  bloody  dilTcnfions  and  kindred  hatred,  had  he 
not  conceived  the  tedious  detail  in  fomC  meafure 
neceflary  to  elucidate  the  early  government  and 
conftitution  of  the  country  that  he  prefumes  to 
defcribe. 

In  this  important  invcftigation  it  will  not  pro- 
bably be  deemed  fuperfluous  to  afcend  to  the  more 
remote  ages  of  barbarifm.  In  the  woods  and  the 
wilds  of  Germany,  the  Franks,  in  common  with 
the  other  nations  which  inhabited  the  north  of 
liurope,  acknowledged  the  authority  of  magiftrates, 
or  princes-.  Thefe  were  appointed  in  the  general 
aflembly  to  compofe  differences,  and  adminiftcr 
juftice  in  their  refpeftive  diftrifts  j but  their  power 
was  limited}  and  although  they  were  permitted 
annually  to  divide  the  landed  property  of  the 
diocele  they  prefided  over,  they  were  reftrained 
from  inflidling  the  fmalleft  corporal  punilhment 
on  a people  tenacious  of  their  freedom,  and  jea- 
lous of  their  honour.  Each  youth  as  foon  as  be 
attained  the  age  of  manhood,  was  girded  with  a 
fword,  and  claimed  his  right  of  voting  in  the  na- 
tional council : To  this  council,  which  met  at  Hat- 
ed fcafons,  or  according  to  the  public  exigency, 
was  referred  the  punilhment  of  thofc  capital  crimes 
which  exceeded  the  cognizance  of  the  princes ; and  ' 
in  it  were  agitated  the  important  queffions  of  peace 
VOL.  I.  I and 
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and  war.  When  the  laft  queftion  was  determined 
on,  each  tribe  elefted  a general  to  guide  his  coun- 
trymen by  his  experience,  or  animate  them  by  his 
example } but  with  the  return  of  peace,  the  de- 
legated authority  expired,  and  the  chief  retired  to 
a private  Ration,  unlefs  the  purity  of  his  birth 
entided  him  to  the  adminiRration  of  juRice,  as  the 
fame  of  his  valour  had  recommended  him  to  the 
•command. in  irms. 

But  while  the  Franks  rejeiRcd  with  difdain,  or 
rcluftantly  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  their  ma- 
giRrates,  they  voluntarily  bound  themfelves  in  en- 
gagements the  moR  facred  and  indiflbluble.  T’o 
borrow  in  the  lively  defeription  of  Tacitus,  the 
elegant  pen  of  a celebrated  modern  hiRorian,  The 
nobleR  youths  bliilhed  not  to  be  numbered  among 
the  faithful  companions  of  fome  renowned  chief, 
to  whom  they  devoted  their  arms  and  fervice.  A 
noble  emulation  prevailed  among  the  compani- 
ons, to  obtain  the  firR  place  in  the  eReem  of  their 
chiefs  j amongR  the  chiefs,  to  acquire  the  greateR 
number  of  valiant  companions  : To  be  ever  fur- 
rounded  by  a band  of  fele<R  youths,  was  the  pride 
and  Rreugth  of  their  chiefs ; their  ornament  in 
peace,  their  defence  in  war.  The  glory  of  fuch  dif- 
tinguiflied  heroes  diffufed  itfelf  beyond  the  narrow 
limits  of  their  own  tribe.  Prefcnts  and  embaflies 
folicited  their  friendlhip;  and  the  fame  of  their 
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Bh-ris  often  enfured  vidlory  to  the  party  which  they 
cfpoufed.  In  the  hour  of  danger  it  was  fliameful 
for  the  chief  to  be  furpaffed  in  valour  by  his  com- 
panions; (hameful  for  the  companions  not  to 
equal  the  valour  of  their  chief.  To  furvive  his 
fall  in  battle  was  indelible  infamy  ; to  proteft  his 
perfon,  and  to  adorn  his  glory  with  the  trophies 
of  their  own  exploits,  were  the  moft  facred  of 
their  duties.  The  chiefs  combated  for  viftory; 
the  companions,  for  the  chief.  The  nobleft  war- 
riors, whenever  their  native  country  was  funk  in 
the  lazinefs  of  peace,  maintained  their  numerous 
bands  in  fome  diftant  feene  of  aftion,  to  exercife 
their  reftlefs  Ipirit,  and  to  acquire  renown  by 
voluntary  dangers.  Gifts  worthy  of  foldiers;  the 
warlike  fteed,  the  bloody  and  ever  victorious 
lance,  were  the  rewards  which  the  companions 
claimed  from  the  liberality  of  their  chief.  The 
rude  plenty  of  his  holpitable  board  was  the  only 
pay  that  could  bellow,  or  would  accept; 
War,  rapine,  and  the  free-will  offerings  of  his 
friends,  fupplied  the  materials  of  his  munificence. 

Such  were  the  early  and  warlike  afibciations  of 
the  barbarians;  and  as  their  conqudls  became 
more  confiderable,  thele  alfo  became  more  ex- 
tenfive  and  permanent.  The  advantages  which 
more  civilifed  countries  perceive  in  an  hereditary 
monarchy,  moft  probably  never  prefented  them- 
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felves  to  their  obfervation  j but  the  fame  of  the 
father  was  refpefted  in  the  fon,  and  the  hereditary 
virtues  whicli  attached  them  to  a particular  family, 
■were  infenfibly  converted  into  a claim  of  fucceflion. 
In  the  fifth  century,  the  different  tribes  of  the 
• Franks  feated  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  all  ac- 
knowledged the  jurifdi£lion  of  the  Merovingian 
race.  Tbefe  princes  Were  elevated  on  a buckler, 
the  fymbol  of  military  command,  and  the  royal 
fafhion  of  long  hair  was  the  enfign  of  their  birth 
and  dignity ; Yet  the  influence  of  thefe  long- 
hdred  kings  was  feeble  and  inadequate ; af- 
fairs of  importance  were  ftill  determined  by  the 
wlude  community  and  in  war  the  martial  youth 
followed  the  chieftain  they  approved,  through 
■choice  and  not  conftraint.  When  Clovis  invad- 
ed the  dominions  of  Syagrius,  his  own  fubjc<5fs 
amounted  only  to  five  thoufand  warriors  ; but  his 
force  was  fwcllcd  by  the  voluntary  acceflion  of  the 
ueighbouring  tribes,  and  each  hardy  adventurer 
aflTerted  his  fhar^  in  the  conquefts  to  which  his 
valour  had  contributed.  The  followers  of  that 
prince  had  plundered  a church  in  the  city  of 
Rheims,  and  carried  off,  among  other  facred  uten- 
fils,  a vafe  of  extraordinary  beauty.  The  bifhop 
fent  deputies  to  Clovis,  befccching  him  to  reftore 
the  vafe,  that  it  might  again  be  employed  in  the 
facred  fervices  to  which  it  had  been  confecrated. 

Clovis 
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Clovis  defired  the  deputies  to  follow  him  to  Soif- 
fons,  as  the  booty  was  to  be  divided  in  that  place, 
and  pramifcd,  that  if  the  lot  Ihould  give  him  the 
difpofal  of  the  vafe,  that  he  would  grant  what  the 
bifhop  defired.  When  he  came  to  SoiflSms,  and 
all  the  booty  was  placed  in  one  great  heap  in 
the  middle  of  the  army,  Clovis  entrcitcd,  that 
before  they  made  the  divifion,  they  would  give 
him  the  vafe  over  and  above  his  lhare.  AU  ap- 
peared willing  to  gratify  the  king,  and  to  comply 
with  his  requeft,  when  a fierce  and  haughty  fol- 
dier  lifted  up  his  battle-axe,  and  ftriking  the  vaf« 
with  the  utmoft  violence,  cried  out  with  a loud 
voice,  You  (hall  receive  nothing  here  but  that 
“ to  which  the  lot  gives  you  a right.”  The  mo- 
narch reprefied  his  rifing  indignation;  and  to 
avenge  his  infulted  dignity,  was  compelled  to  ftoop 
to  the  arts  of  patience  and  diillmulation.  At  the 
annual  review  of  the  month  of  March,  when  the 
arms  of  his  warlike  foltowers  were  diligently  in- 
Ipeftcd,  Clovis  feized  the  pretence  of  military  dif- 
cipline ; and  as  he  levelled  his  battle-axe,  or 
tifea,  at  the  head  of  the  devoted  vidim,  the  <«- 
preflion  of  Remember  the  vafe  of  Soifibns,” 
revealed  the  latent  motives  of  the  tardy  ebafti^ 
ment. 

The  lands  which  had  been  wrefted  from  the 
former  poffeffors  by  thefword  were  equally  divided, 
■I  3 and 
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and  probably  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fpoil  and 
perfonal  efFeds ; and  this  new  divifion  of  pro- 
perty gradually  introduced  a fpecies  of  govern-, 
mcnt  formerly  unknown,  and  now  diflinguiflied  by 
the  name  of  the  Feudal  Syftem.  Though  the  bar- 
barous nations  which  framed  it,  fettled  in  their 
new  territories  at  different  times,  came  from  dif- 
ferent countries,  fpoke  various  languages,  and  were 
under  the  command  of  feparate  leaders,  the  feu- 
dal policy  and  laws  were  eftablifhed  with  little  va- 
riation in  every  kingdom  in  Europe:  This  amaz- 
ing uniformity  has  induced  fome  authors  to  be- 
lieve, that  all  thefe  nations,  notwithftanding  fo 
many  apparent  circumftances  of  diftinftion,  were 
originally  the  fame  people ; but  it  may  be  afcribed 
with  greater  probability  to  the  fimilar  ftate  of 
fpeiety  and  of  manners  to  which  they  were  ac- 
cuftomed  in  their  native  countries,  and  to  the  fimi- 
lar fituation  in  which  they  found  themfelves,  on 
taking  pofTeflion  of  their  new  dominions, 

The  ground  which  the  foldier  thought  requi- 
fite  for  his  mauitenance,  or  due  to  his  valour,  he 
feized  by  force,  or  acquired  by  lor,  and  rewined 
without  either  homage  or  acknowledgement;  he 
enjoyed  jt  during  his  own  life,  and  could  difpofe  of 
it  at  pleafure,  or  tranfmit  it  as  an  inheritance  to  hi$ 
children.-  This  tenure  was  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  allodial  (compounded  of  the  Ger- 
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man  particle  an  and  lot,  i.  e.  land  obtained  by  lot) 
and  implied  the  independance  of  the  poffeflbr,  who 
held  the  entire  property  and  dominion,  without 
performing  fcrvice,  or  owning  any  fubordination 
to  a fuperior  lord.  But  as  thefe  new  proprietors 
were  expofed  to  the  refentment  and  attacks  of  the 
ancient  inhabitants,  it  became  neceflary  that  they 
Ihould  tacitly  acquiefee  in  certain  obligations  for 
the  protedlion  of  the  community}  and  every  free- 
man who  refulcd,  or  neglefted  to  arm  in  the  com- 
mon caufe,  was  liable  to  a confiderable  penalty. 
Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  fixth  century  of 
the  chriftian  tera,  in  the  bloody  difeord  of  the 
Merovingian  race,  Chilperic,  the  firft  who  ruled 
the  kingdom  of  SoilTons,  and  Childebert  the  Se- 
cond, who  had  fucceeded  to  the  throne  of  Auflra- 
fia,  exacted  fines  from  certain  perfons  who  refufed 
to  accompany  them  in  their  expeditions.  Thefe 
fines  could  not  be  exaffed  while  property  conti- 
nued in  its  firft  ftate,  and  military  fervice  was  en- 
tirely voluntary;  the  nature  of  the  tenure  was  in- 
fenfibly  changed,  and  military  fervice  was  the 
condition  on  which  each  perfon  held  his  allodial 
lands. 

Such  then  was  the  fituation  of  the  original  ad- 
venturer, who  had  carved  out  his  fortunes  by  the 
ftrength  of  his  arm ; but  fidelity  on  one  fide,  and 
gratitude  on  the  other,  cemented  by  the  powerful 
I'  4 ■ hand 
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hand  of  policy,  loon  cftabllfhed  a new  dcfcription 
of  tenure,  under  the  appellation  of  benefiday  or 
benefices.  The  king  or  leader  of  a tribe,  whofe 
wifdom  or  valour  had  direfted  or  opened  the 
road  to  conqueft,  was  naturally  gratified  with  the 
largdl  portion  of  the  territory  acquired.  The  land 
allotted  to  him  he  paicelled  out  to  his  adherents, 
binding  them  on  whom  it  was  beftowed  to  bear 
arms  in  his  defence,  -and  to  follow  his  ftandard 
with  a certain  number  of  men.  The  example  of 
the  fovereign  was  imitated  by  his  chief  officers,  who 
dillributcd  alfo  portions  of  their  lands  among  their 
dependents,  annexing  to  the  grant  the  fame  con- 
ditions j and  thefe  benefices  differed  from  the  allo- 
dial lands,  the  latter  binding  the  pofleffor  only  to 
ferve  the  community,  the  former  requiring  him  to 
arm  in  defence  of  the  perlbn  from  whom  he  had 
received  the  grant ; who  permitted  him  to  enjoy  it 
on  the  tacit  condition  of  fidelity,  and  who  might 
rcAime  it  at  his  pleafure. 

' The  proprietor  of  the  alladial  lands  was  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  honourable  appellation  of  Uber  bo- 
moy  or  freeman-,  and  was  oppofed  to  the  poffelTor 
o/  a benefice  or  fief,  who  was  deferibed  by  the 
fervile  denomination  of  vajfus,  or  vajfal.  The 
former,  it  has  already  been  obferved,  could  only 
be  fummoned  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate ; and  fb 
jealous  was  ;hc  fov?reign  of  this  duty,  that  free- 
men 
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men  were  prohibited  from  entering  into  holy  or- 
ders, unlefr  they  had  prcvioufly  obuined  the  royal 
oonfcnt.  The  reafon  alTigned  for  this  lingular  lla- 
tute,  proclaims  the  nature  and  refources  of  go- 
vernment; " For  we  are  informed  diat  fome  do  lb, 
“ not  fo  much  out  of  devotion,  as  to  avoid  the 
“ military  fervice  which  they  are  bound  to  per- 
“ form.”  It  was  natural  that  a government, 
whole  protC(5tion  depended  on  the  number  and  fpirit 
of  her  freemen,  Ihould  cautioufly  endeavour  to 
rellrain  the  rapid  growth  of  a profelTion,  the  indif- 
creet  excrcife  of  which  might  impair  the  ftrcngth, 
and  loofcn  the  foundation  of  the  monarchy. 

But  the  claim  of  military  fervice  was  all  the 
freemen  contributed,  and  all  the  ftate  demanded.' 
The  impofition  of  taxes,  under  the  accumulated 
weight  of  which  modern  empires  bend,  he  was 
happily  exempt  from ; that  burden  was  referved 
for  the  unhappy  race  of  bondjmen  and  villains y the 
Gauls  and  Romans,  who  had  been  fubjeffed  by 
the  fword  of  the  barbarians.  According  to  the 
maxims  of  ancient  war,  ’the  conqueror  became 
the  lawful  mailer  of  the  enemy  whom  he  had  fub- 
dued  and  fpared ; and  the  walled  numbers  of  the 
original  inhabitants  were  fupplied  by  the  martial 
enterprifes  of  the  Franks.  The  leader  of  a fuccefsful 
expedition,  in  his  triumphant  return,  dragged  after 
fa|n)  a train  of  miferable  captives ; and  thofe  who 
' were 
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were  deftitute  of  arts,  or  charms,  to  minifter  to  the 
pleafures  of  their  lord,  were  condemned,  without 
the  fmalleft  regard  to  their  former  fituation,  to 
tend  the  cattle,  and  cultivate  the  lands  of  the  vic- 
torious barbarian : Their  labours  were  rendered 
more  heavy  by  the  addition  of  t!ie  cen/tis,  or  tm- 
fofii  and  the  king,  the  clergy,  and  the  lord,  raifed 
regular  taxes  on  the  bondfmen  of  their  refpeftive 
demefnes.  Thcle  taxes  are  to  be  confidered  as 
private,  not  public  obligations,  and  were  peculiar 
to  the  bondfmen,  from  whorri  the  villains  only 
differed  in  paying  a fixed  rent  to  their  mafter  for” 
the  land  which  they  cultivated,  and  retaining  what- 
ever remained  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftry  as 
their  own  property.  But  although  this  might' 
prove  in  fome  meafure  an  alleviation  of  their  me- 
lancholy lot,  they  were,  equally  with  the  flaves, 
attached  to  the  land,  adjeripi  vilU,  whence  they 
derived  their  name,  and  were  transferable  with  it; 

This  unhappy  condition  of  men,  who  endured 
the  weight  without  lharing  the -benefits  of  fociety, 
wlien  the  fource  of  foreign  fupplics  flowed  in  lefs 
abundance,  was  fwelled,  tlirough  the  more  con- 
ftant  channel  of  domeftic  oppreffion.  The  policy 
of  ancient  Rome  rendered  it  impoflible  for  a citi- 
zen to  lofe  or  alienate  his  native  freedom.  When 
the  imperial  city  was  delivered  to  the  licentious 
rage  of  Alaric,  the  Gothic  king,  the  civil  jurif- 

prudence 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


•IJ3 

prudence  had  qualified  this  law  by  a prudent  and 
temporary  regulation;  and  to  preferve  from  the 
bloody  Caprice  of  the  Goths,  a train  of  ufelels 
captives  whom  none  could  legally  purchafe,  it 
was  ordained,  that  a Roman  citizen  Ihould  be 
compelled,  by  five  years  fervice,  to  difeharge  the 
price  of  his  redemption.  But  dre  Franks  defpifed 
the  manners,  and  were  ignorant  of  the  laws 
of  the  Romans:  The  inftitutions  which  had  pre- 
vailed through  the  wilds  of  Germany  were  fre- 
quently adopted,  and  generally  diffufed  through- 
out their  new  fettlements ; and  the  fubjefls  of  the 
Merovingian  kings  claimed  die  fatal  privilege  of 
difpofing  of  their  perfonal  freedom.  Famine 
might  prevail  on  the  meagre  wretch  to  purchafe  a 
continuance  of  life  by  all  that  can  render  it  defira- 
ble and  the  example  of  the  poor  was  followed  by 
the  feeble,  who,  opprefied  by  the  powerful  pof- 
feflbrs  of  lands,  renounced  their  liberty,  and  be- 
came the  voluntary, (laves  of  the  great.  The  for- 
mer hoped  for  fubfiflence,  the  latter  irriplorcd  pro- 
teftion,  from  thei'r  new  mailers.  In  an  edidl  of 
Charles  the  Bald,'  the  humanity  of  that  monarch 
Commands  that  the  freemen  who  had  fold  them- 
felves,  during  a recent'famine,  (hould  be  ranfom- 
ed  and  reftored  to  their  former  condition ; but 
this  partial  effort  was  more  honourable  to  the 
prince  than  ferviceable  to  the  people;  and  the 

greater 
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greater  part  of  the  inhabiunts  of  France  was,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  third  race  of  kings, 
reduced  to  a ftate  of  abjeft  flavery. 

Before  we  proceed  to  confidcr  the  progreffive 
change  in  the  conftitution,  during  the  firft  and 
fccond  race  of  the  monarchs  of  France,  it  will, 
perhaps,  gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  reader,  to 
glance  his  eye  over  a fliort  {ketch  of  the  laws  and 
inftitutions  of  the  barbarians,  who  fubdued  and 
pofleffed  the  wealthy  provinces  of  Gaul.  The 
Salic  laws  were  generally  allowed  to  have  been  ori- 
ginally pronounced  in  the  Latin  tongue;  and  the 
ignorance  of  the  barbarians  of  Germany  may  rea- 
ibnably  induce  us  to  conclude,  that  the  fyftem  of 
jurifprudence,  which  was  delivered  in  a foreign 
language,  could  not  have  been  framed  before 
they  had  burll  the  limits  of  their  native  forefts.  A 
feries  of  fifty  years  is  comprifed,  from  the  accef- 
fion  of  Clodion  to  that  of  Clovis ; and  during  this 
period,  it  is  more  than  probable,  the  Salic  laws 
were  firft  promulgated.  But  if  the  language  in 
which  they  were  delivered  allows  us  to  afeertain  the 
ara  of  their  birth,  the  features  and  temper  of  this 
celebrated  code  proclaim  the  country  of  the  pa- 
rent, and  exprefs  the  genuine  fpirit  of  the  Franks. 
Four  venerable  chieftains,  natives  of  four  different 
cantons,  whofe  claims  have  excrcifcd  the  ingenuity 
of  modern  criticifm,  were  appointed  to  compofe 
3 the 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


HISTORY  OR  FRANCE. 


125 

the  Salk  laws;  and  their  labours  were  examined 
and  approved  in  three  fuccefTive  aOemblies  of  the 
people.  The  articles  moft  incompatible  with 
chriftianity  were  afterwards  modified  by  the  zeal 
and  application  of  Clovis;  and  one  hundred  years 
after  the  edablilhment  of  the  French  monarchy, 
they  were  finally  revifcd  and  promulgated  by  Da- 
gobert,  the  fourth  in  defcent  from  the  royal  profe- 
lyte.  About  the  fame  time  the  cuftoms  of  the 
Ripuarians  were  carefully  tranfcribed  and  publifli- 
ed;  and  thefe  are  generally  fuppofed  to  have  pre- 
vailed from  *the  Carbonarian  foreft  to  the  Rhine, 
while  the  Salic  laws  were  obeyed  from  the  fame 
foreft  to  the  banks  of  the  Loire. 

The  admirable  fimplicity  and  original  Ipirit  of 
the  Salic  and  Ripuarian  laws,  as  well  as  thole  of 
the  Alemanni  and  Bavarians,  vafials  of  the  vifto- 
rious  Franks,  have  challenged  the  praife,  and 
commanded  the  refpeft  of  modern  legiflators: 
They  were  adapted  to  the  wants  and  defires,  the 
occupations  and  capacity  of  the  barbarians ; 
yet  the  policy  or  indolence  of  the  Merovingian 
princes,  permitted  each  people,  and  each  family 
of  their  empire,  freely  to  enjoy  their  domeftic  in- 
ftitutions;  nor  were  the  Romans  excluded  from 
the  common  benefits  of  this  legal  toleration.  The 
children  embraced  the  law  of  their  parents,  the 

wife  that  of  her  hufband,  the  ft  ee-man  that  of 
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his  patron ; and  in  all  caufes  where  the  parties 
were  of  different  nations,  the  plaintiff,  or  the  ac- 
cufer,  was  obliged  to  follow  the  tribunal  of  tlic 
defendant. 

But  if  fomc  indulgence  was  granted  to  the  van- 
quiflied  nations  in  the  choice  and  maintenance  of 
their  private  laws,  much  more  was  allowed  in  the 
public  inflitutions  to  the  haughty  fpirit  of  the 
barbarian  viftors.  Their  lofty  notions  of  fuperi- 
ority  over  the  degenerate  Gauls  and  Romans  were 
ftudioufly  encouraged;  their  pious  confidence  in 
the  interpofition  of  heaven  was  devoutly  cherilh- 
cd;  and  their  unfhaken  reliance  on  their  own 
perfonal  ftrengh  and  valour  was  legally  incul- 
cated. 

The  independent  warrior  of  Germany  fcorned 
to  reprefs  the  fanguinary  emotions  of  his  indig- 
nation ; his  hand  was  ever  prompt  to  avenge  the 
real  or  imaginary  infult  that  rankled  in  his  mind; 
the  feeble  authority  of  the  magiftrate  might  en- 
deavour to  propitiate,  but  could  not  even  hope 
to  extinguifh  his  infatiate  thirft  for  vengeance: 
Uncontrolled  by  the  laws  of  his  country,  the  of- 
fender had  only  to  dread  the  refentment  of  the 
fons  and  kindred  of  him  whom  he  had  facrificed; 
but  the  prince  who  could  not  punifh,  frequently 
interpofed,  to  reconcile  the  contending  parties; 
and  he  might  applaud  his  powers  of  perfuafion,  if 
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he  could  prevail  on  the  one  to  pay^  and  the  other 
to  accept  the  moderate  fine,  which  had  been  as- 
certained as  the  price  of  blood.  A more  rigorous 
fentehce  would  have  bsen  rejeded  by  the  impatient 
Frank;  yet  (till  the  equality  of  life  was  refpeded 
and  the  alTafTination  of  a pcafant,  or  prince,  was 
attended  with  a fimilar  penalty.  But  the  pride  of 
j victory  infpired  the  haughty  brealt  of  the  feroci- 
ous invader  with  loftier  pretenfions : New  diftinc- 
tions  were  created ; different  degrees  of  guilt  were 
eftabliflied,  according  to  the  condition  of  the  de- 
voted vidim ; and  the  proftrate  Roman  was 
taught  to  revere  the  exiftence  of  the  inlblent  bar- 
barian as  of  higher  value  than  his  own. 

The  antruftion,  qui  in  trufte  dominie d eji^  who 
fojj'ejfed  the  royal  confidence,  and  whofc  name  is  cx- 
prelTive  of  the  mod  illuftrious  of  the  Franks  in 
birth  or  dignity,  might  confider  himfelf  Secured 
from  the  fatal  refentment  of  his  adverfary  by  the 
proteding  penalty  of  fix  hundred  pieces 
of  gold ; but  a noble  Roman,  although 
he  was  admitted  to  partake  of  the  hofpitable  and 
friendly  board  of  the  monarch,  could  be  legally 
murdered  fo.‘  three  hundred  pieces.  The  life  of 
a common  Frank,  or  barbarian,  was  valued  by 
the  Salic  law  at  two  hundred  pieces ; but  the  death 
of  a Roman  proprietor  might  be  expiated  for  one 
Jiundred,  and  tliat  of  a va(Tal  for  the  trifling  com- 
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penfation  of  forty-five  pieces  of  gold.  The  rela- 
tive degrees  of  injuries  were  weighed  with  the 
fame  fcrupulous  exadbiels : The  Frank  who  was 
imprifoned  by  a Romany  could  claim  thirty  pieces 
of  gold;  but  fifteen  were  deemed  fufficient  to 
atone  for  the  injuftice  of  the  Frank,  who  had  wan- 
tonly confined  a Roman.  It  is  with  afionifiiment 
that  we  review,  in  thefe  criminal  proceedings,  the 
cool  and  deliberate  injuftice  of  the  legifiators,  who 
could  thus  arbitrarily  appreciate  the  lives  of  the 
people  they  had  vanqui filed;  and,  after  fubduing 
them  by  their  arms,  ftudioufly  opprefs  them  by 
the  iron  rule  of  their  laws.  But  the  policy  of  the 
barbarians  was  like  their  limbs,  coarfe  and  mafeu- 
line;  the  faftidious  Frank  was  wrapt  up  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  own  valour;  and,  incapable 
of  refleftion,  he  knew  not  how  to  feparate  the 
worth  of  the  individual  from  the  degeneracy  of 
the  community  which  he  had  enfiaved. 

The  Ripuarian,  and  in  fome  inftances  the  SaUc 
laws,  proclaimed  the  impatient  fpirit  of  thofe  who 
coinpofed  them.  The  rcftlefs  barbarian  was  but 
ill  qualified  for  the  patient  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice;  and  the  illiterate  chieftain,  rejecting  a tedi- 
ous inveftigation  of  the  truth,  allowed  the  accufed 
to  clear  himfelf  by  his  own  oath,  and  the  concur- 
ring oaths  of  a certain  number  of  his  friends. 
Thefe  covtpurgators,  fuch  was  their  deferiptive 
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nam*,  were  multiplied  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  accufation;  and  the  aiTaflln,  or  incendiaryj 
tnight  retire  with  impunity*  - if  he  could  procure 
fcventy-two  fearlefs  confederates,  ftedfaftly  to 
fwear  that  he  was  innocent  of  the  crime  alledged. 
But  when  the  chaftity  of  Fredegonde,  the  widov^ 
ofChilpcric,  of  Soiffons,  was  impeached,  and  the 
legitimate  birth  of  her  fon  was  queftioned,  the 
queen  hcrfelf  not  only  fwore  that  the  child  was  the 
offspring  of  her  deceafed  hufband,  but  three  holy 
bifliops,  and  three  hundred  gallant  nobles,  depo- 
fed,  upon  oath,  that  fhc  had  fworn  truly:  Yet  hif- 
tory  allows  us  ftill  to  fufpeft  the  fidelity  of  the 
queen  to  the  bed  of  her  confort } and  the  condu6t 
of  Fredegonde  has  furnifhcd  an  ample  fubjedl  for 
the  pen  of  fcandal.  Even  the  indolence  of  the 
barbarian  magiftrate  was  vanquilhed  by  a feries 
Of  unblulhing  pcijuries  j and  from  the  evidence 
of  man,  the  unhappy  objeft  of  accufation  was 
commanded  to  appeal  to  the  judgement  of  God. 
The  perfon  who  was  arraigned,  to  juftify  his  in- 
nocence, was  required  to  plunge  his  arm  in  boil- 
ing water,  to  lift  a red-hot  iron,  to  walk  bare- 
foot over  burning  plough- fhares,  or  to  fubmit  to 
fome  other  experiment,  equally  perilous  and  for- 
midable. The  interpofition  of  heaven,  it  was  ex- 
pedted,  would  change  the  nature  of  the  elements  j 
and  theft  extraordinary  trials  were  fb  capricioufly 
^01,  s,  K contrived. 
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contrived,  that  guilt  in  fome  cafes,  and  innocence 
in  others,  could  not  be  proved  without  a miracle. 
The  devouring  rage  of  fire,  it  was  prefumed, 
could  nox.  afFc6t  the  fpotlefs;  the  pure'clement  of 
water  would  not,  it  was  ’determined,  receive  into 
its  bofom  the  polluted.  The  atrocious  criminal, 
who  funk,  was  eagerly  faved  from  the  wave,  and 
acquitted ; but  the  life  and  reputation  of  the  inno- 
cent vi£lim  was  abandoned,  without  pity,  to  the 
fuiy  of  the  flames;  Credulity  was  the  parent  of 
fraud ; the  credit  of  the  ordeal  was  fupported  by 
a long  fuccclTion  of  fuccefsful  impoftures;  and 
the  turbulent  Frank,  who  rejefted  the  decifion  of 
the  magiftrate,  patiently  acquiefeed  ia  the  judg- 
ment of  God. 

A nation  of  warriors,  fraught  with  lofty  notions 
of  honour  and  hereditary  valour,  believed  th« 
brave  man  ought  never  to  be  condemned,  and 
the  coward  ought  never  to  be  acquitted.  As  a 
people,  the  high-fpirited  Germans  had  maintained 
in  many  a bloody  field  their  martial  reputation 
a^d  haughty  independence : The  fame  confidence, 
witli  which  they  aflerted  the  glory  and  freedom  of 
their  country,  they  difplayed  in  vindicating  their 
private  conduft  from  the  ftain  of  reproach.  Every 
man  was  the  guardian  of  his  own  honour,  and  of 
his  own  life  ■,  and  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  his 
future  charader,  depended  «n  bis  own.  perfonal 
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prowefs.  This  mode  of  decifion  was  confidered 
accordingly  as  one  of  the  liappicft  efforts  of  po- 
licy; and  as  foon  as  it  was  introduced,  all  the 
forms  of  trial  by  fire  or  water,  and  other  liipcr- 
fiitious  experiments,  fell  into  difufe,  or  were  em- 
ployed only  in  controverfies  between  ptrfons  of 
inferior  rank.  The  Salic  laws  for  fome  time  rejeft- 
cd  the  fanguinary  and  doubtful  expedient ; but  it 
was  early  entertained  and  approved  by  the  Ri- 
puarian  Franks;  and  Gundobaid,  king  of  Bur- 
gundy, condefeended  to  anfwer  the  doubts  and 
objedions  of  the  bifhop  Avitus.  “ Is  it  not 
“ true,”  faid  he,  “ that  the  event  of  national 
“ wars,  and  private  combats,  is  direded  by  the 
“ judgement  of  God,  and  that  his  providence 
“ awards  the  vidory  to  the  jufter  caufe  ?”  How- 
ever ridiculous  this  argument  may  appear,  it  was 
well  adapted  to  an  ignorant  and  fuperftitious  age ; 
but  an  edicF  of  the  fame  monarch  reveals  a,  more 
prudent  and  probable  rcafon  for  the  countenance 
he  afforded  to  this  fanguinary  pradice:  “ It  is 
“ to  prevent  our  fubjeds  from  attefting  on  oath, 
“ what  they  fometimes  are  ignorant  of,  and  what 
“ they  frequently  know  to  be  falfc.”  The  fame 
remedy  was  rapidly  applied  in  every  kingdom  to 
the  fame  evil;  the  cuftom  foon  extended  from 
Burgundy  throughout  Europe;  and  was  fuccefs- 
fully  propagated  in  every  monarchy,  from  Sicily 
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to  the  Baltic.  It  was  authorifed  by  Charlemagne 
and  Lewis  le  Debonnairej  and  before  the  end  of 
the  Carlovingian  race,  it  received  the  fanftion  of 
Otho  the  Second,  emperor  of  Germany.  During 
ten  fucceflive  centuries  it  withftood  the  inefFeftual 
cenfures  of  faints,  of  popes,  and  of  fynods ; and 
the  feeble  and  enervated  citizen  was  opprefled  in 
the  unequal  conflid  by  the  ftrength  and  (kill  of 
the  martial  barbarian. 

The  folemnities  of  a judical  combat  were  fuch 
as  might  naturally  be  expeded  in  a formal  appeal 
to  God,  and  in  the  final  decifion  of  queftions  of 
the  higheft  moment.  The  accufer,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  judge,  aflerted  that  the  perfon  whom 
he  chofe  to  impeach  had  been  guilty  of  a fpecified 
crime}  the  accufed  made  anfwer  that  he  lied,  and 
the  judge  gave  orders  that  they  fhould  maintain 
the  juftice  of  their  caufe  by  arms.  Before  the 
combatants  engaged,  their  relations  were  pm- 
manded  to  retire;  filence  was  enjoined  by  the 
magiftrate}  and  the  moft  fevere  penalties  pro- 
hibited the  fpedators  from  offering  any  affiftance 
to  either  of  the  contending  parties:  The  lifts  were 
properly  and  carefully  guarded  by  the  civil  power; 
the  trumpet  founded;  and  the  champion,  who 
came  oft'  vidorious,  was  pronounced  acquitted  by 
the  judgment  of  God,  Ecclefiaftics,  women,  and 
minors,  who  could  not  with  decency  or  juftice  be 
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compelled  to  take  up  arms,  nor  to  maintain  their 
own  caufc,  were  forced  to  entruft  their  lives  and 
reputations  to  thofe  whom  they  could  engage 
to  enter  the  lifts  in  their  defence.  The  firft  might 
depend  upon  the  ready  zeal  of  a fuperftitious  age ; 
the  perfonal  charms  of  the  fecond  might  probably 
animate  the  coldeft  warrior ; but  the  third  could 
only  hope  proteftion  from  the  influence  of  in- 
tereft.  The  principals  on  thefe  occafions  were 
placed  where  they  could  not  behold  the  battle; 
each  was  bound  with  the  cord  deftined  for  his 
execution  if  his  champion  was  overcome  j and  the 
champion  himfelf,  that  he  might  engage  with 
more  obftinacy  in  the  caufe  he  cfpoufed,  atoned 
for  his  defeat  by  the  lofs  of  his  hand. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  third  race,  even 
the  judges  themfclves  were  fubjeft  to  thefe  ju- 
dicial combats ; their  opinions  might  be  interrupt- 
ed by  the  contending  parties,  and  they  might  be 
challenged  to'  defend  the  integrity  of  their  deci- 
fions  by  arms.  The  honour  of  tlte  magiftrate 
was  to  be  vindicated  in  a field  of  blood.  If  his 
authority  was  contemned,  he  infifted  on  fatisfac- 
tion  with  his  fword,  and  the  words  in  which 
he  demanded  it  were  few  and  peremptory : I 

“ fent  for  thee,  and  thou  didft  not  come ; I de- 
“ mand  therefore  fatisfadlion  for  this  thy  con- 
“ tempt.”  The  lifts  were  accordingly  prepared, 
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and  the  breaft  of  the  magiftrate  was  expofed  to  the 
lance  of  the  culprit.  To  ufe  the  words 
of  an  elegant  and  profound  Hiftorian, 
“ By  this  barbarous  cuftom  the  natural  courfe  of 
“ proceeding,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  queflions, 
“ was  entirely  perverted.  Force  ufurped  the  place 
“ of  cqviity  in  courts  of  judicature,  and  juftice 
“ was  banidicd  from  her  proper  manfion.  Dif- 
“ cernment,  learning,  and  integrity,  were  quali- 
“ tics  lefs  neceffary  to  a judge,  than  perfonal 
“ ftrriigth  and  dexterity  in  the  ufe  of  arms. 
“ Daring  courage  and  fuperior  vigour  or  addrefs 
“ were  of  more  moment  towards  fecuring  the  fa- 
“ vourable  ifTue  of  a fuit,  than  the  equity  of  a 
“ caufe,  or  the  clearnefs  of  the  evidence.”  Men 
of  courfe  applied  thcmfelves  to  cultivate  the  ta- 
lent.- vvhich  they  found  to  be  of  the  greateft  utility. 
As  Uiength  of  body  and  addrels  in  arms  were 
no  k’s  requifite  in  thofe  lifts  which  they  were 
obliged  to  enter,  in  defence  of  their  private  rights, 
than  in  the  field  of  battle  where  they  met  the  ■■ 
enemies  of  their  country,  it  became  the  great 
objcJl  of  education,  as  well  as  the  chief  employ- 
ment of  life,  to  acquire  thefe  martial  accomplilh- 
m.ents.  The  admiriiftration  of  juftice,  inftead  of 
accuftomiiig  men  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  equity, 
or  to  reverence  ihe  decifions  of  law,  added  to  the 
ferocity  of  their  manners,  and  taught  them  tq 
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confider  force  as  the  great  arbiter  of  right  and 
wrong.  - 

The  preceding  pages  may  imprefs  the  reader 
with  the  temper  and  manners  of  the  conquerors 
of  Gaul,  from  their  cuftoms  and  inftitutions ; 
one  article  of  the  Salic  law. ftill  demands  our  at- 
tention ; “No  part  of  the  Salic  lands  lhall  be  in- 
“ herited  by  a woman ; but  being  acquired  by 
“ the  males,  male  children  only  fhall  be  capable  of 
“ fucceeding.”  Yet  this  article  only  exprefled  that 
the  maies  lhall  fucceed  to  the  lands  of  their  father  j 
but  in  five  articles,  which  precede  this,  it  is  pofi- 
tively  declared,  that  if  a man  dies  without  ijfue, 

1.  H is  father  or  his  mother  lhall  fucceed  him. 

2.  If  he  has  neither  father  nor  mother,  the  patri- 
mony lhall  pafs  to  his  brother  or  fiftcr.  3.  If  he 
has  neither  brother  nor  filler,  the  fifter  of  his 
mother  may  claim  his  eftate.  4.  If  his  mother 
has  no  filter,  the  next  right  is  afligned  to  the  ftfier 
of  hi»  father  j and,  5.  If  his  father  has  no  filler, 
the  nearell  relation  by  the  male  fide  lhall  fucceed. 
Thus,  in  the  third  and  fourth  articles,  a diredt 
preference  is  given  to  the  females  over  the  males, 
and  particularly  in  the  third  article  the  filter  of 
the  mother  is  entitled  to  fucceed  in  prejudice  to 
the  filter  of  the  father.  Even  the  fifth  article, 
which  decrees  that  after  the  father’s  filter,  the  in- 
heritance Ihould  pafs  to  the  nearell  male  relation, 

K 4 is 


136  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

is  immediately  afterwards  limited;  and  it  is  declar- 
ed, that  if  this  relation  is  beyond  the  fifth  degree,  the 
regulation  ceafes,  and  the  female  may  again  aflert 
the  claim  of  proximity  of  blood.  Yet,  although 
the  Salic  law  can  be  accufed  of  partiality  to  the 
males  in  one  inftance  alone,  and  in  regulating  the 
fucceflion,  prefers  the  fons  only  to  the  daughters, , 
this  has  undoubtedly  been  extended  to  the  exclu- 
fion  of  females  from  the  throne  of  France ; and  the 
■ natural  rights  of  the  more  amiable  fex  have  been 
thruft  afide  by  the  arm  of  tlie  ftronger.  The  af- 
fertion  is  corroborated  by  a tranfient  glance  of  the 
laws  of  the  neighbouring  barbarians : The  Bur- 
gundians, equally  with  the  Salians,  precluded 
daughters  from  inheriting  the  land  in  conjunftion 
with  their  brothers,  and  they  were  equally  de- 
barred from  afeending  the  throne.  The  Vifigoths, 
with  fuperior  liberality,  allowed  the  claim  of  the 
daughter  equally  with  that  of  the  fon ; regulation 
of  private  property  was  extended  to  public  au- 
thority; and  the  feeptre  of  the  Vifigoths  might 
be  grafped  by  a female  hand.  Among  the  Lom- 
bards, Theudelinda,  the  daughter  of-  Caribald, 
king  of  Bavaria,  and  the  widow  of  Autharis,  the 
king  of  Lombardy,  was  permitted  to  fill  the 
throne  with  the  perfon  on  whom  Ihe  beftowed  her 
hand ; and  Amalafontha,  after  the  death  of  her 
fon  Athalaric,  ruled  with  abfolute  fway  the  king- 
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dom  of  the  Oftrogoths ; and  when  flic  confented 
to  divide  her  throne,  her  choice  was  determined 
by  the  defeent  of  Theodatus  from  the  princefe 
Amalafreda. 

From  this  hafty  review  of  the  laws  and  cuftonjs 
of  the  Franks  and  barbarians,  we  return  once 
more  to  the  political  conflitution,  the  progreflivc 
hiftory  of  which  is  the  principal  objeifb  of  our  en- 
quiries. The  freeman,  confeious  of  his  haughty 
independence,  might,  in  the  annual  alTemblies  of 
the  people,  controul  or  infult  the  feeble  authority 
of  the  • fovereign  j but  the  vajfal  refpefted  the 
voice  of  his  bcnefaflor,  and  readily  obeyed  the 
hand  which  had  beftowed  on  him  his  benefice,  and 
which  could  refume  it  at  pleafure.  The  lands  ori- 
ginally afligned  to  the  monarch  werd  proportion- 
ably  more  extenfive  than  thofe  of  his  nobles  : His 
vaflals  were  more  numerous,  and  his  influence  con- 
fequently  fuperiorj  but  the  precarious  tenure  which 
depended  on  the  caprice  of  another,  did  not  long 
fatisfy  thofe  who  enjoyed  it  and  by  various  means 
the  vaflTals  gradually  obtained  a confirmation  of 
their  benefices  during  life.  This  pradlice  appears 
firft  to  have  been  introduced  by  Charles  Martel  j 
but  it  was  not  till  his  defeendants  had  afeended 
the  throne,  that  the  benefices  were  converted  into 
hereditary  fiefs,  and  the  property  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  lord,  and  lodged  in  thofe  of  the 
yaflal.  ' ' 
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The  influence  of  the  crown  was  checked  and 
diminifhed  by  this  important  change ; the  pre- 
rogative of  the  monarch  had  derived  fome  fupport 
from  his  liberality  j the  wealth  of  the  Merovin- 
gian princes  confifted  in  their  extenfive  domains, 
the  prize  of  their  martial  labours;  and  one  hundred 
and  fixty  royal  manfions,  or  farms,  appear  to  have 
been  fcattered  through  the  provinces  occupied  by 
the  Franks : This  ample  patrimony  was  appro- 
priated to  fupply  the  hofpitality  of  Clovis  and  his 
fucceflors,  and  to  reward  the  fidelity  of  their  brave 
companions.  But  as  foon  as  the  rapacious  and  in- 
dependent nobles  had  eftablilhed  the  perpetual 
property  and  hereditary  fucce/Tion  of  their  bene- 
fices, a new  order  of  tyrants  arofe  in  the  provinces, 
who  under  the  appellation  of  Jenkrs,  or  lords,  op- 
prelTed  the  fubjeft,  and  infulted  the  fovereign. 
Secure  of  perfonal  independence,  the  powerful 
chiefs  negledtcd  the  labours  of  government  j the 
national  council  was  rarely  fummoned ; and  when 
fummoned,  more  rarely  attended;  and  the  mo- 
narchy was  left  without  any  regular  cftablifliment 
of  jufticc,  of  arms,  or  of  revenue.  The  fuccefibrs 
of  Clovis  wanted  refolution  to  afilime,  or  ftrength 
to  exercife  the  legiflative  and  executive  powers 
which  the  people  had  abdicated:  The  royal  prero- 
gative was  diftinguiflied  only  by  a more  ample 
privilege  of  rapine  and  murder;  and  the  love 

of 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


139 


of  freetlo'Ti  was  reduced  among  the  licentious 
Franks  to  a contempt  of  order,  and  a defire  of 
impunity. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  encroachment  which  render- 
ed fiefs  hereditary,  excited  the  infatiate  nobles  to 
extort  from  their  fovereigns  hereditary  offices  and 
honours;  fo  folicitous  were  the  monarchs  to  guard 
againft  this  fpirit  of  ufurpation,  and  fo  well  apprifed 
were  they  of  the  confequences,  that,  on  feme 
occafions,  they  obliged  the  perfon  whom  they  pro- 
moted to  any  office  of  dignity,  to  grant  an  obliga- 
tion, that  neither  they  nor  their  heirs  ffiould  claim 
it  as  belonging  to  them  by  hereditary  right.  This 
feeble  barrier  was  foon  trampled  on  by  a daring  and 
powerful  nobility ; a new  change  in  government 
was  introduced  by  this  revolution  in  property;  the 
cxtenfive  pofleffions  of  the  great  vafTals  of  the 
crown  were  gradually  accompanied  by  a propor- 
tional degree  of  power;  they  deprefied  the  jurif- 
diction  of  the  king,  and  overwlielmed  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  people;’  and  the  progrefs  of  feudal 
acquifitions  diftindtly  marks  the  different  periods 
of  the  conftitution,  and  the  fuccclfive  political 
influence  of  the  king  and  the  people. 

The  firft  princes  of  the  Merovingian  race  had 
regarded,  with  an  eye  of  fufpicion,  the  aggran- 
difement  of  their  nobles,  and  had  watched  their 
growing  greatnefs  witli  a commendable  jealoufy ; 
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their  prudent  precautions  had  annually  changed 
the  governors  of  the  provinces  or  diftri<51:s.j  and  the 
regulations  which  fagacity  had  diflated,  yielded 
only  to  the  perfuafivc  voice  of  immediate  intereft, 
and  the  fatal  fpirit  of  avarice.  In  the  reign  of 
Gontram,  king  of  Burgundy,  Peonius,  count  or 
governor  of  Auxerre,  employed  his  fon  to  pur- 
chafe  the  continuance  of  his  authority  j the  fon 
betrayed  the  truft,  and  employed  the  money  to 
procure  the  appointment  for  himfelf : But  the 
tranfaftion  proclaims  the  corruption  of  the  times, 
and  the  narrow  policy  of  the  fordid  Monarch, 
whofe  fucceflbr,  Clotaire  the  Second,  effaced  the 
remembrance  of  the  indiferetion  by  a ftill  greater, 
and  conferred  on  Warnacharius,  the  Mayor  of 
Burgundy,  his  office  for  life.  We  revere  the 
piety  of  the  king,  who  refpefted  the  oath  which 
diftrefs  had  extorted ; but  the  fucceffors  of  Clo- 
taire had  reafon  to  regret  the  improvident  liberality 
which  fo  materially  injured,  and  fo  vifibly  impaired 
the  royal  dignity. 

The  king  had  ellabliflied  the  office  of  mayor 
for  life  ; and  the  privilege  of  beftowing  that  im- 
portant appointment  was  claimed  by  the  people. 
On  the  death  of  Warnacharius,  Clotaire  de- 
manded of  the  affembly,  whom  he  ffiould  raife  to 
the  formidable  truft  j but  the  voice  of  the  council 
waved  trie  dangerous  eledlion,  and  declared  its 
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implicit  confidence  in  the  folc  adminiftration  of 
the  monarch.  His  fon  Dagobert  fucceeded  with 
his  throne  to  his  popularity ; during  the  fucceffive 
reigns  of  thefe  two  princes,  the  regal  authority  was 
preferved  pure  and  undiminilhed  ; nor  was  the 
dignity  of  the  throne  infulted  by  the  prefence  of 
a rival  fubjeft.  But  on  the  death  of  Dagobert 
the  appointment  of  mayor  was  again  revived ; 
and  in  a fliort  time  the  influence  of  thefe  power- 
ful minifters  overfhadowed  that  of  the  crown. 
The  nation,  jealous  of  royal  and  hereditary  power, 
was  ready  to  commit  the  reins  of  government  to 
the  creatures  of  their  own  favour,  whofe  fortunes 
were  founded  on  popular  efteem,  and  whofe  autho- 
rity might  be  limited  by  the  public  diftruft. 

The  arm  of  the  mayor  was  foon  ftretched  from 
the  palace  to  the  camp ; the  command  of  tlje 
armies,  the  difpofal  of  the  revenues,  the  diftri- 
bution  of  the  fiefs,  or  benefices,  were  vefted  in 
the  fame  perfon  j and  the  civil  and  military  admi- 
niftration were  divided  from  the  tottering  throne. 
The  Franks  was  accuftomed  in  their  native  bar- 
barifm,  to  revere  the  illuftrious  birth  of  their 
princes,  the  valour  and  genius  of  their  generals ; the 
former  were  hereditary,  the  latter  eleftivej  and 
the  Merovingian  kings,  and  thefe  afpiring  mayors, 
perpetuated  in  Gaul  a fyftem  which  had  originated 
in  thtf  wilds  of  Germany.  It  was  impoftlble  that  a 
I government 
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government  formed  of  fuch  difeordant  materials 
Ihould  long  fubfift ; the  lead  fpark  was  fufficient 
to  kindle  the  combuftible  matter;  and  the  jea- 
loufy  of  the  monarch,  or  the  ambition  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  fprung  the  fatal  mine : A feries  of  bloody 
wars  was  clofcd  by  the  viftories  of  Pepin,  duke 
of  Auftrafia,  and  his  illegitimate  fon,  Charles 
Martel.  The  reins  of  government  dropped  from 
the  feeble  hands  of  the  Merovingian  fucceflbrs  of 
Clovis:  The  phantom  of  royalty  might,  for  fome 
time,  ferve  to  amufe,  or  delude  the  people,  but 
even  that  vanifhed  at  length : The  manly  fpirit  of 
Pepin,  furnamed  the  Short,  fcorned  even  the 
fliadow  of  a mafler;  under  his  adminiftration  the 
Merovingian  race  was  extinguilhed  ; and  with  the 
approbation  of  the  people,  the  fupport  of  the  no- 
bles, and  the  concurrence  of  the  Roman  pontiff, 
the  fuccefsful  mayor  afeended  the  throne,  and  tranf- 
ferred  the  feeptre  of  France  to  a new  dynafty. 

The  holy  decifion  of  pope  Zachary  diflblved 
the  allegiance  of  the  Franks  to  the  polterity  of 
Clovis,  and  limited  the  future  choice  of  the  nation 
to  the  Carlovingian  race ; nor  had  the  inferior 
clergy  been  lefs  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  Pepin, 
than  the  reprefentative  of  St.  Peter;  the  barba- 
rians had  early  found  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel 
poflelTed  of  confiderable  wealth  and  power ; the 
new  profelytes  to  the  Chrillian  religion,  reverenced 
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in  his  chofen  fervants,  the  God  they  adored  ; but 
it  is  poffible  the  monarch  beheld  their  rifing  great- 
nefs  with  a different  eye  from  his  fubjcdts,  and 
there  is  ftill  extant  a fpcech  of  Chilperic,  grand- 
fon  of  Clovis,  in  which  he  complained  that  the 
landed  property  was  monopolized  by  the  church  : 

“ Our  exchequer,”  faid  he,  “ is  impoverifhed, 

“ and  our  riches  are  transferred  to  the  clergy; 

“ none  reign  now  but  bilhops,  who  live  in  gran- 
“ deur  while  ours  is  eclipfed.”  Yet  the  jealouly 
of  the  king  was  not  able  to  ftem  the  torrent;  and 
the  dream  of  ecclefiaftical  wealth  was  fwelled  by 
the  liberality  of  Pepin  the  Fat.  Through  fuc- 
cefiive  reigns  it  continually  increafed  in  its  courfe. 
and  though  checked  for  a moment  by  the  power- 
ful hand  of  Charles  Martel,  yet  it  foon  regained 
its  force,  and  threatened  at  length  to  overwhelm 
the  authority  of  the  people  and  the  crown.  The 
perfons  of  the  clergy  were  already  deemed  facred 
as  their  fundtion;  and  it  would  have  been  con- 
fidered  as  impious  to  fubjeft  them  to  the  fame 
jurifdidtion  as  the  laity;  their  attention  to  fpiritual, 
did  not  allow  them  to  ncgledt  their  temporal, 
concerns;  and  they  improved  the  credulity  of  a 
fuperftitious  age  to  the  eftablifhment  of  courts, 
in  which  every  queftion  that  regarded  their 
own  charadler  and  property  was  tried ; the  fiefs 
which  had  been  feized  by  Charles  Martel  were 
j compenfated 
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compcnfated  for  by  the  pious  generofity  of  Pcpirt 
the  Short,  and  the  cftablilhment  of  tythes  in  the 
fubfequent  reign  of  Charlemagne.  The  efteem 
of  the  Imperial  votary  beftowed  on  them  that  civil 
jurifdKftion  and  temporal  dominion,  which  the  piety 
of  his  fon  Lewis  might  confirm,  but  his  experience 
muft  have  difapproved,  through  the  viciflitudes  of 
a long  and  uirbulent  reign. 

The  decifion  of  the  Roman  pontiff  had  tranf- 
ferred  the  royal  title  to  Pepin,  and  the  name  of 
king  was  united  to  the  higheft  office  of  the  Rate ; 
but  although  the  Franks  were  commanded,  under 
the  penalty  of  interdidlion,  to  perpetuate  the  re- 
gal authority  in  his  family,  they  were  indulged 
with  the  liberty  of  choofing  the  moft  worthy  or 
moft  popular  of  his  race.  This  eleftive  right  is 
confirmed  by  the  divifion  of  the  empire  which 
Charlemagne  made  among  his  three  children. 
After  he  had  finally  allotted  to  each  his  refpeftive 
inheritance,  he  adds,  “ that  if  one  of  the  three 
“ brothers  fhould  have  a fon  whom  the  people 
“ are  willing  to  choofe  as  a fit  perfon  to  fucceed 
to  his  father’s  kingdom,  his  uncles  fiiall  con- 
“ fent  to  it.”  A fimilar  regulation  marks,  in  the 
affembly  of  Aix  le  Chapelle,  the  partition  of  the 
dominions  of  Lewis  Ic  Debonnaire  among  his 
children,  Pepin,  Lewis,  and  Charles  j and  the 
important  privilege  of  the  people  is  clearly  afeer- 
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tained  by  the  coronation  oath  of  Lewis  the  Stam- 
merer: “ I,  Lewis,  by  the  Divine  Mercy,  and 
“ by  the  people's  eletlisuy  appointed  king.”  And 
from  the  acccfTion  of  the  fecond  race,  France 
may  be  confidered  as  changed  from  a hereditary 
into  an  elective  monarchy. 

The  authority  of  t!ie  annual  alTemblies,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  fecond  dynafty,  was  ftill 
vigorous  and  unimpaired  ; their  right  of  deter- 
mining which  of  the  royal  family  flaould  be  placed 
upon  the  throne  has  already  been  noticed  j they 
were  regularly  afiemblcd  and  confulted  in  affairs 
of  the  greateft  importance ; and  without  their  con- 
fent  no  law  was  paffed,  and  no  new  tax  levied ; 
even  the  imperial  fortune  of  Charlemagne  acknow- 
ledged the  conftitutional  authority  of  the  national 
councils  his  penetrating  mind  carefully  balanced 
every  order  of  the  ftatc,  and  remained  perfect 
mafler  of  them  all;  and  his  commanding  genius 
united  the  whole  in  one  grand  political  fyftem: 
But  his  death  diffolved  the  confederacy ; his  fon 
fucceeded  to  the  unwieldy  empire,  with  a temper 
better  fuired  to  a convent  than  a palace  his  cle- 
mency encouraged  the  turbulent  fpirit  of  the  no- 
bles ; his  piety  nouriflicd  the  holy  ambition  of  the 
clerg)n  His  dominions,  on  his  deceafe,  were  ilif- 
puted  with  the  inveteracy  of  fraternal  hatred ; and 
the  death  of  one  hundred  thoufand  French  in  the 
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battle  of  Fontcnoy,  loofened  the  very  foundations 
of  the  monarchy : The  vaflals  of  the  crown,  under 
the  reign  of  Charlemagne,  had  been  compelled,  in 
cafe  of  any  war,  to  repair  to  the  ftandard  of  their 
prince ; but  the  nobles  of  France  regarded  with 
difguft  the  bloody  field  of  civil  commotion  ; and 
the  rival  brothers  were  compelled  to  foothc  their 
indignation,  by  limiting  the  claim  of  fervice  to 
the  exigency  of  defenfive  war.  About  the  fame 
period,  a new  regulation  of  Charles  the  Bald, 
ordained  that  the  fon  fhould  fuccecd  to  the  fief 
or  government  of  his  father;  and  the  fource  of 
power,  by  the  imprudence  of  that  prince,  was 
again  removed  at  a greater  diftance  from  the 
throne. 

From  this  tera  is  to  be  dated  the  rapid  decline 
of  the  race  of  Charlemagne;  the  Normans  and 
Saracens  afflifted  with  inceffant  invafions  the  un- 
happy kingdom ; and  the  vaflals  of  the  crown, 
who  fhould  have  oppofed  them,  aflumed  the 
haughty  tone  of  independence  : The  fovereign  no 
longer  poflelTcd  any  diredt  authority ; his  depen- 
dents were  few,  while  thofe  of  his  nobles  were 
daring  and  numerous : The  royal  jurifdidtion  was 
confined  to  the  cities  or  diftridts  of  Rheims  and 
Laon  ; and  the  powerful  barons  derided  his  fum- 
mons,  and  invaded  his  prerogative.  Each  within 
his  own  diocefe  afTumed  thofe  privileges  which 
I ought 


Digitized  by  Googfe 


HIStORY  OF  FRANCE. 


m 

ought  to  have  been  ponefled  by  the  king  alone:  . 
From  the  gates  of  his  cadle  the  lordly  chief  iffued 
with  a train  of  fearlefs  followers,  and  ravaged  and 
oppreflcd  the  country  round.  The  count,  whofe 
influence  extended  over  a wider  fpace,  maintained 
in  his  territory  a more  ample  and  more  regular 
authority ; he  difpenfed  juftice,  coined  money, 
and  waged  war  at  pleafure ; and  if  ever  he  joined 
the  royal  ftandard,  it  was  to  gratify,  under  the  ' 
name  of  his  fovereign,  his  own  refentment,  or  to 
purfue  his  own  intereft,  in  the  redudion  of  fome 
rival  vaflial. 

The  conRitution  was  rent  between  the  extremes 
of  anarchy  and  delpotifm  ■,  and  the  eyes  and  hopes 
of  an  harraflTed  people  were  turned  on  Hugh 
Capet,  duke  of  France.  The  dying  bequeft  of  the 
crown,  from  the  feeble  Lewis  the  Fifth,  had  ever 
been  received  with  juft  fufpicion ; nor  could  a 
monarch,  whofe  own  authority  was  elective,  tranf- 
fer  the  power  he  was  entrufted  with,  or  in  the  laft 
moments  of  an  unfortunate  reign,  command  the 
voice  of  the  nation.  The  preference  of  Hugh 
Capet  to  fill  the  throne  of  France,  was  derived 
from  a different  fource  than  the  expiring  breath  of 
regal  imbecillity  j his  grandfather  had  tailed  of 
royalty,  and  the  glory  of  his  father  was  ftill  frefb, 
in  the  minds  of  his  friends  and  adherents ; he 
himfelf  pofleffed  the  important  cities  of  Paris  and 
L a Orleans, 
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Orleans,  which  commanded  the  navigation  of  the 
Seine  and  the  Loire,  and  could  alone  check  the 
piratical  depredations  of  the  Normans  j affeftion 
and  intereft  combined  to  direft  the  choice  of  the 
nation  j and  the  crown,  which  in  the  eleftion  of 
Pepin  was  annexed  to  the  greateft  cfficey  was,  in 
the  perfon  of  Hugh  Capet,  annexed  to  the  greateft  • 
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Chapter  the  Fifth. 


accession  of  HUGH  CAPET  TO  THE  THRONE  OF 

FRANCE. CHARLES,  DUKE  OF  LORRAIN,  ASSERTS 

HIS  CLAIM; HE  IS  DEFEATED  AND  TAKEN  PRI- 
SONER.  DEATH  OF  HUGH. SUCCESSIVE  REIGNS 

OF  HIS  SON  AND  GRANDSON,  ROBERT  THE  FIRST, 

AND  HENRY  THE  FIRST. WILLIAM,  SURNAMED 

THE  BASTARD,  ESTABLISHES  HIS  AUTHORITY 
OVER  NORMANDY. 


The  hand  of  death  had  torn  the  diadem  from 
the  temples  of  the  feeble  Lewis,  and  placed  it 
on  the  prudent  brows  of  Capet;  Yet  one  com- 
petitor appeared  to  difpute  the  inva- 
luable acquifition ; and  the  arm  of 
Charles,  duke  of  Lorrain,  and  uncle  to  the  de- 
ceafed  king,  was  ftretched  out  to  intercept  the 
royal  prize.  The  neccfllties  of  the  Rate  induced  a 
people,  opprelTcd  by  innumerable  calamities,  to 
prefer  the  merit  and  power  of  Hugh  Capet  to  the 
laft  of  the  male  line  of  Charlemagne.  The  elec- 
tion of  the  duke  of  France  annexed  to  the  crown 
the  fertile  and  wealthy  diocefes  of  Paris  and  Or- 
leans ; to  his  own  polTeffions  might  be  added  his 
L j fplendid 
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fplendid  and  advantageous  connexions ; his  bro- 
ther Henry  occupied  the  rich  duchy  of  Burgundy; 
and  his  brother-in-faw,  the  duke  of  Normandy, 
was  attached  to  his  intereft  by  the  ties  of  friend- 
Ihip  as  well  as  of  marriage ; while  Charles,  inde- 
pendent of  his  unpopular  manners,  was  doomed 
.to  experience  the  implacable  refentment  of  tlie 
dowager  queen,  Emma ; who,  with  unceafing 
hatred,  purfued  the  flanderer  of  her  reputation, 
and  fought  to  avenge  the  injurious  rumour  which 
named  her  as  the  poifoner  of  her  hufband. 

The  precautions  of  the  duke  of  France  w'cre 
- vifible  in  the  rapid  meafures  he  adopted.  In  a 
few  days  after  the  deceafe  of  Lewis  he  was  pro- 
claimed king  at  Nojon,  and  was  fo- 

Sourgo«  ' , 

lemnly  crowned  at  Rheims ; yet  fcveral 
of  the  powerful  nobles  .maintained  an  haughty 
filence,  and  their  fullen  referve  and  abfence  from 
the  coronation  betrayed  their  envious  diiguft  at 
the  elevation  of  their  late  equal.  Had  aXivity 
been  among  the  qualities  of  the  duke  of  Lorrain, 
he  might  probably  have  eftablifhed  his  plaufible 
pretenfions;  but  it  w.as  the  misfortune  of  that 
prince  to  be  charaXerized  by  a Ijririt  of  procrafti- 
nation ; and  though  neitlier  deficient  in  courage 
or  c.apacity  w hen  once  roufed  to  arms,  he  continued 
to  deliberate  when  he  ought  to  have  aXed,  and 
fufFered  liis  rival  to  take  the  field  before  he  ereXed 
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the  ftandard  of  oppofition,  and  colleftcd  his  fcat- 
tered  partizans.  While  his  irrefolution  cooled 
the  flame  of  his  open,  and  extinguilhcd  the  fa- 
vourable warmth  of  his  fecret  friends,  the  king, 
impatient  of  refiftance,  and  eager  to  embrace  the 
aufpicious  moment,  prepared  with  a numerous 
force  to  humble  thofc  lords  who  had  refufed 
to  yield  him  homage.  William,  duke  of  Guienne, 
or,  as  he  is  fometimcs  (tiled,  of  Aquitain,  was  the 
moft  confiderable  among  the  valTals  of  the  crown 
who  rejedted  the  authority  of  their  new  fovereign ; 
the  royal  army  entered  the  territory  of  the  contu- 
macious chief,  and  invefted  the  city  of  Poiftiers ; 
but  the  king  was  recalled  from  this  enterprife  by 
the  intelligence,  that  the  duke  of  Lorrain,  with 
the  afliftance  of  Herbert,  count  of  T royes,  whofe 
daughter  he  had  married,  had  levied  a formidable 
force  in  Champagne,  and  menaced  his  defencelcfs 
dominions.  To  protecEt  his  unguarded  fubjc(5ls, 
and  to  engage  the  rival  of  his  crown,  Hugh 
haftily  raifed  the  fiege  of  Poidliers,  and  by  forced 
marches  preflTed  towards  the  banks  of  the  Loire ; 
but  his  retreat  was  harraflTcd  by  the  hoftilc  attacks 
of  the  duke  of  Guienne ; and  that  nobleman  was 
at  length  encouraged  by  the  number  of  his  troops 
to  encounter  in  a decifive  field  the  arms  of  his 
fovereign.  The  conflid  was  (hort  and  bloody  j 
and  the  defeat  of  the  duke  was  followed  by  his 
L 4 immediate 
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immediate  fubmifTion.  Hugh  feized  the  favour- 
able hour  of  vidlory ; and  to  fccure  the  throne  to 
]iis  family,  propofed,  in  an  aflembly  of  the  nobles, 
the  aflbeiation  of  his  fon  Robert:  His  fuccefs  cn- 
fured  the  approbation  of  the  barons,  humbled  by 
1 Jan.  chaftifement  of  the  duke  of  Guienne ; 

A.  D.  vts-  and  Robert,  at  Orleans,  received  the 
crown  from  the  hands  of  the  archbilhop  of  Sens. 

The  prudence  of  Hugh  was  incelfandy  difplay- 
cd  in  the  meafures  he  purfued  ■,  but  the  efforts  of 
his  rival  compelled  him  alio  to  exert  his  valour. 
Charles  had  improved  the  moments  of  abfence, 
P and  witli  the  city  of  Laon  hail  pofiined 
989,  991.  himfelf  of  the  perfon  of  his  inveterate 
enemy,  the  queen  dowager  Emma.  On  tlie  ap- 
proach of  Hugh  he  was  reduced  to  retire  within 
the  walls  of  his  new  acquifition ; and  the  aftivity 
of  the  monarch  was  ftimulated  by  the  importance 
of  the  prize : Laon  was  clofdy  inverted  on  every 
fide ; yet  in  a fuccelsful  fally  of  the  befieged,  a 
confiderable  detachment  of  the  royal  army  was 
deftroyed ; and  the  king  endured  the  mortification 
of  relinquifliing  the  liopclefs  enterprife.  F.ven 
his  policy  on  this  cccafion  ferved  only  to  augment 
his  dirtrefs ; the  archbifhopric  of  Rheims  was 
offered  by  Hugh,  and  accepted  by  Arnold,  the 
nephew  of  Charles,  and  the  illegitimate  fon  of  his 
brother  Lothairc,  as  the  price  of  his  delcrtion  j 

but 
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but  the  monarch  was  Rained  with  the  perfidy  of 
the  intrigue  without  reaping  tlie  benefit.  Arnold 
had  fcarce  occupied  the  fee  and  city  of  Rheims, 
before  he  betrayed  the  gr.tes  to  the  duke  of  Lor- 
rain;  and  the  thin  veil  with  which  lie  affected  to 
conceal  his  double  treachery,  by  a pretended  cap- 
tivity, was  renounced,  to  appear  in  arms  at  the 
head  of  his  uncle’s  troops. 

With  a numerous  army  Hugh  directed  his 
march  towards,  and  threatened  the  revoked  city  j 
but  when  he  had  diverted  the  attention  of  his  ri- 
val to  the  defence  of  Rheims,  he  fuddenly  changed 
the  objeft  of  his  enterprife,  and  rapidly  advanced 
to  Laon.  He  had  already  fecured  in  his  intereft 
the  bifhop  of  that  place,  who  had  at  firft  been 
impriibned  as  the  paramour  of  Emma,  and  was 
now  admitted  into  the  confidence  of  Charles. 
The  holy  prelate  hefitated  not  to  imitate  the  ex- 
ample of  his  fuperior  the  archbifhop  of  Rheims ; 
the  city  of  Laon  was  furprifed  by  his  intelligence, 
and  the  arms  of  Hugh ; the  duke  of  Lorrain,  with 
his  confort  and  the  archbllhop  of  Rheims,  was 
involved  In  the  general  captivity;  the  two  former' 
were  difmiffed  to  end  their  days  in  an  cu!j  con- 
finement in  the  city  of  Orleans;  their  Ion  was 
allowed  to  enjoy  the  duchy  of  Lorrajn;  and  his 
death  without  a fon  terminated  the  male  line  of 
Charlemagne,' 


But 
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But  the  perfidy  of  Arnold  called  for  more  ex- 
emplary punifhinent.  The  priefl;  who  opened 
the  gates  of  Rheims  betrayed  his  truft,  and  ac- 
knowledged the  orders  he  had  received  from  the 
archbifliop.  That  prelate,  by  the  decree  of  a 
council  in  which  the  archbifhop  of  Sens  prefided, 
was  reludantly  condemned  j and  the  favourable 
, inclinations  of  the  prefident  and  feveral  other 
members  toward  him,  were  rendered  ineffectual 
by  a voluntary  fubfeription  to  his  own  confeffion 
and  degradation;  The  vacant  fee  was  bellowed  on 
Gerberr,  a monk  of  Rheims,  celebrated  in  thofe 
days  of  ignorance  for  his  learning;  but  the  court 
of  Rome  refenred  with  indignation  the  proceed- 
ings which  had  been  adopted  without  her  concur- 
rence. The  holy  pride  of  pope  John  the  Fif- 
teenth, difpatched  into  France  a legate,  commif- 
fioned  to  revile  the  fentence.  A fecond  council 
was  held  at  Rheims,  and  the  papal  power  was 
gratified  by  the  depofition  of  Gerberf,  and  the 
reftoration  of  Arnold.  Yet  the  guilt  of  that  pre- 
late was  not  even  attempted  to  be  effaced  j ahd  he 
was  re-feated  on  the  archiepifcopal  throne,  becaufe 
he  had  been  compelled  to  defeend  from  it  without 
the  fanflion  of  the  holy  fee.  This  decree  added 
little  to  the  comforts  of  Arnold ; and  Hugh,  more 
apprehcnfive  of  his  intrigues  than  the  power  of 
the  pope,  flill  detained  him  prifoncr. 

The 
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The  authority  of  the  king  of  France  over  a 
turbulent  nobility  was  feeble  and  precarious ; his 
vidory  near  PoiCciers  had  for  a moment  ^ p 
checked  their  infqlence,  but  it  was  foon  99>.  997- 
difplayed  again  in  a feries  of  domeftic  wars  and 
bloody  commotions.  The  count  of  Anjou,  a 
valTal  of  the  crown,  had  in  a private  quarrel  be- 
fieged  the  city  of  Tours;  the  royal  mandate  com- 
manded him  to  relinquifli  the  lawlefs  enterprifc; 
his  haughty  refufal  provoked  the  meflenger  to  the 
infulting  queftion  of  “ Who  made  a count!” 
The  indignant  anfwer  proclaims  the  independent 
fpirit  of  the  barons;  “ Tell  your  mafter,  the 
fame  who  made  him  a king.”  The  monarch,  fen- 
fible  of  his  delicate  fituation,  and  hopelefs  of  re- 
preffing  the  d.aring  and  factious  chieftains,  fuffered 
them  to  wafte  their  ftrength  in  mutual  hoftilities, 
and  remained  an  unconcerned  fpcctator  of  their 
fanguinary  feuds;  yet  his  own  meafures  were  im- 
perceptibly direfted  to  augment  the  power  of  the 
crown.  Paris,  under  his  reign,  became  the  feat 
^ of  government ; and  under  pretence  of  curbing 
the  incurfions  of  the  Normans,  he  fortified  feveral 
advantageous  Rations,  and  eftablHhed  a magazine 
of  arms  at  Abbeville:  The  tranquillity  in  which 
he  paired  the  reft  of  his  reign  muft  be  aferibed  to 
the  prudence  of  his  conduft;  and  near  ten  years 
. after  he  afeended  the  throne  of  E/ance,  and  in  the 
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fifty- Teventh  year  of  his  age,  he  expired  in  his 
capital,  leaving  his  dominions  in  perfeft  quiet, 
and  his  fon  in  peaceable  poflefllon  of  the  crown. 

sThe  charafter  of  Hugh  Capet  is  not  marked 
with  thofe  commanding  features  which  generally 
diftinguifli  the  founder  of  a newdynatlyi,  but  his 
policy  was  fuited  to  the  times  in  which  he  lived, 
and  his  moderation  difa'nned  the  jcaloufy  of  his 
powerful  peers.  Modefc  in  his  apparel,  abftemious 
in  his  diet,  and  fimple  in  his  manners,  he  enjoyed 
in  a palace  the  comforts  of  domeltic  life ; and  his 
private  happinefs  was  fecured  by  tlie  chafte  virtues 
and  amiable  qualities  of  his  confort  Adelaide. 
From  the  moment  that  he  aflbeiated  his  fon  to  the 
regal  authority,  he  abftaincd  himfclf  from  the  ufe 
of  the  enfigns  of  royalty ; and  if  fome  praife  is 
due  to  the  greatnefs  of  mind  which  fcorned  the 
pageantry  of  power,  more  will  always  be  aferibed 
to  the  clemency  of  a prince  who  transferred  to  his 
family  a feeptre  uhftained  with  blood,  and  who  in 
an  age  of  violence  preferved  the  reputation  of 
unblemiflred  humanity. 

Few  princes  ever  commenced  their  reign  with 
more  natural  advantages  than  Robert. 

A.<  D«  99^»  " 

At  the  deceafe  of  his  father  he  was  in 
the  twenty-feventh  year  of  his  age,  ^md  the  graees 
of  his  mind  and  body  have  been  equally  celebrat- 
ed by  the  pen  of  the  Ihflorian.  The  people  had 
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already  been  acciiftomed  to  refpecT:  him  as  their 
monarch;  and  the  prudent  maxims  of  his  prede- 
cefTor  were  imprinted  on  his  mind,  and  adopted 
with  more  than  filial  veneration.  Yet  the  rifino- 
fun  of  his  grandeur  was  darkened  by  the  clouds 
of  private  and  public  anxiety;  and  he  was  doomed 
to  regret  the  fpiritual  dominion  of  the  Roman 
pontiff,  and  the  inflexible  defpotifm  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  St.  Peter,  the  fource  of  fo  much 
mifery  to  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs.  During  his 
father’s  life  he  had  contracted  a marriage  with 
Bertha,  the  After  of  Rodolph,  king  of  Burgundy, 
.and  the  widow  of  Eudes,  count  of  Blois.  But 
the  count  of  Blois  was  unfortunately  related  to 
Hugh  Capet,  and  Robert  himfelf  had  ftood  Ipon- 
for  to  one  of  that  nobleman’s  children.  Either  of 
thefe  reafons  was  fufficient  to  awaken  tire  con- 
venient confcience  of  pope  Gregory  the  Fifth. 
That  prelate,  the  nephew  of  Otho  the  Third, 
emperor  of  Germany,  afiefted  to  maintain  and 
augment  the  dignity  of  the  holy  fee.  In  vain  did 
the  king  of  France  endeavour  to  foothe  him  by 
fubmiffion;  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican  were  con- 
tinually pointed  againft  the  inaufpicious  nuptials, 
and  although  fufpended,  could  not  be  averted  by 
the  dcpofition  of  Gerbert,  and  the  reftoration  of 
Arnold  to  the  archiepifcopal  throne  ’of  Rheims. 
Without  appeafing  the  pope  he  enfiited  the  rc- 
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fcntment  of  Gerbert,  who,  deprived  of  his  fee, 
threw  himfcif  into  the  arms  of  Otho,  was  created 
archbilhop  of  Ravenna,  and  affiflcd  at  a council 
which  annulled  the  marriage  between  Robert  and 
Bertha.  The  fcntencc  of  excommunication  was 
pronounced ; and  the  monarch,  after  an  ineffeilual 
ftruggle,  was  compelled  by  the  clamours  of  his 
fubjedts  to  renounce  the  partner  of  his  bed,  to 
whom  his  attachment  was  the  more  honourable, 
as  the  match  was  rather  fuggefted  by  intereft  than 
affeftion:  Yet  Bertha,  without  youth  or  beauty, 
preferved  an  influence  over  the  mind  of  her  huf- 
band;  and,  deprived  of  her  crown,  retained  the 
efteem  and  admiration  of  thofe  who  once  had  re- 
Yered  her  as  their  queen. 

The  death  of  pope  Gregory  the  Fifth  contri- 
buted but  little  to  alleviate  the  diftrefs  of  Robert  j 
Gerbert  was  raifed  from  the  fee  of  Ravenna  to  the 
apoRolical  chair;  and  the  Roman  pontiff,  though 
he  confirmed  Arnold  in  the  pofTeflion  of  the  arch- 
bifhopric  of  Rheims,  refufed  to  revoke  the  pro- 
ceedings of  his  predeceflbr;  while  Robert,  defi- 
rous  of  heirs,  efpoufed  Conftance,  the  daughter  of 
William,  count  of  Arles.  The  perfonal 
charms  of  the  princefs  had  inflamed  ’ 

the  paflions  of  the  king;  but  it  was  the  misfor- 
tune of  this  prince  fcarce  to  taftc'of  domeftic 
happinefs.  His  firfl;  wife,  the  daught/er  of  Be- 
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rcnger,  king  of  Italy,  and  the  widow  of  Arnold, 
count  of  Flanders,  was  early  raviihcd  fronn  him 
by  death.  The  fate  of  Bertha  has  been  already 
defcribed ; and  the  king,  after  Separating  from  a 
wife  whom  he  wiflicd  to  retain,  was  now  com- 
pelled to  retain  a wife  from  whom  he  wilhed 
to  fcparate.  The  beauty  of  Conftance  concealed 
a mind  haughty,  vain,  and  capricious;  and  the 
flame  that  was  kindled  by  her  eyes  was  extin- 
guifhed  by  her  infolence  and  avarice. 

For  twelve  years  the  fubjecls  of  France  had  en- 
joyed a ftate  of  uninterrupted  and  un-  ^ P 
wonted  tranquillity;  but  the  death  of  >o«>s. 
Henry,  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  the  laft  brother 
of  Hugh  Capet,  was  the  Signal  for  war.  His 
wealthy  dominions  were  difputed  by  Eudes,  his 
natural  Son,  and  to  whom  he  had  bequeathed  the 
country  of  Beauvois;  by  Otho  William,  fur- 
named  the  Stranger,  the  Son  of  his  widow  by  her 
firft  'marriage,  and  whofe  claim  was  Supported  by 
a fiftitious  adoption  of  the  late  duke;  and  by 
Robert  the  king  of  France,  who  urged  his  law- 
ful fuccelTion  to  the  inheritance  of  his  deceafcd 
uncle.  The  different  pretenSions  of  the  competi- 
tors could  only  be  decided  by  arms ; but  the  for- 
ces of  Robert  were  ftrengthcned  by  the  troops  of 
his  kinfman,  the  duke  of  Normandy.  Though 
repulfed  in  his  firft  attempt  on  Auxerre,  that 

town 
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town  afterwards  capitulated ; its  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  Sensj  and  the  walls  of  Avalon  are  re- 
ported miraculoufly  to  have  fallen  before  the 
vidtor.  Yet  even  the  moR  credulous  muft  allow 
tliat  the  cruelty  of  the  monarcii  ill  deferved  the 
interpofition  of  Divine  Providence;  the  favour 
of  heaven  was  ill  repaid  by  the  inhumanity  of 
the  king;  and  the  wretched  inhabitants  were 
doomed  to  expiate  their  refiftance  by  exile  and 
death.  Six  years  were  confumed  in  the  gradual 
reduftion  of  Burgundy;  Otho  William  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  his  vain  hopes,  and  to  relin- 
quifli  whatever  places  he  had  occupied : Eudes 
acquiefeed  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the 
country  of  Beauvois;  and  Robert,  to  gratify  the 
Burgundians,  defirous  of  an  independent  prince, 
and  to  foothe  his'  own  vafials,  jealous  of  their 
power  in  the  aggrandizement  of  the  crown,  be- 
llowed the  duchy  on,  and  invefted  his  fon  Henry 
with  the  title  of  duke  of  Burgundy. 

The  calamities  of  a diftant  war  were  fcarce  felt 
P by  the  French;  but  it  was  with  horror 
1006, 1016.  beheld  the  ravages  of  a long  and 
deflruflivc  famine:  For  five  fuccefTive  years  the 
unhappy  people  groaned  beneath  that  fcourge  of 
human  nature;  and  although  the  computation, 
that  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  France  perilla- 
cd,  may  be  fwelled  beyond  the  bounds  of  truth 
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Or  probability,  it  is  fufficient  to  prove  the  un- 
common violence  with  which  it  raged,  and  the 
devallations  that  it  made.  The  monarch  himfelf 
was  indeed  exempted  from  the  immediate  danger 
of  his  fubjeds  i but  the  fenfe  of  pcrfonal  fecurity 
was  overwhelmed  by  the  public  diftrefs  j and  Ro- 
bert was  doomed  to  lament  his  ineffedual  efforts 
to  relieve  the  mifery  of  his  people. 

The  palace,  inacccflible  to  the  aflaults  of  fa- 
mine, was  pervaded  by  domeftic  ftrife  and  con- 
tention i and  Robert,  to  footh  the  impatient 
temper  of  his  confbrt,  was  compelled,  againft  the 
advice  of  his  minifters,  to  affociate  to  ^ P 
the  throne  his  eldeft  fon  Hugh.  That  ><»*»• 
unprincipled  woman  had  not  hefitated  to  employ 
againfl  the  counfellors  who  diffuaded  him,  the  dag- 
ger of  aflaflination  ■,  and  the  king  beheld,  even  in 
the  royal  prefence,  a faithful  fervant  atone  with  his 
life  for  his  imprudent  integrity.  Yet  Hugh  him- 
ielf  was  not  long  invefted  with  the  regal  dignity 
before  he  revolted  againft  the  over-bearing  dilpo- 
fition  of  his  mother ; accompanied  by  a band  of 
nobles,  attached  to  him  by  a parity  of  years  and 
fimilarity  of  temper,  he  appeared  in  arms : TJic 
queen  would  willingly  have  employed  force  to  re- 
duce him ; but  the  king  preferred  the  more  lenient 
mode  of  remonftrance,  and  reclaimed  a prince 
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who  never  afterwards  tranfgreflcd  the  duty  he  owed 
to  his  parent  and  his  fovcreigrl. 

The  charafter  of  Robert  was  ftamped  by  the 
^ P honourable  teftimony  of  Henry,  king 
1013,  1015.  of  Germany,  and  his  difconientcd  fub- 
jedlrs,  the  nobles  of  Lorrain.  Thefe  agreed  to 
refer  tlieir  difl'erences  to  the  determination  of  the 
king  of  France ; an  interview  between  the  two 
monarchs,  on  the  banks  of  the  Meufe,  adjufted 
the  terms  of  reconciliation,  and  was  concluded 
with  mutual,  and,  perhaps,  fincere  profeflions  of 
eileem:  The  more  powerfuT  motive  of  intereft- 
bound  them  in  a confederacy  againft  the  arro- 
gance of  pope  Boniface  the  Eighth  j a feafonable 
death  j^robably  faved  the  Roman  pontiff  from  the 
mortification  of  fubmiflion ; and  the  year  follow’- 
ing  was  diftinguifhed  by  die  deceafe  of  Henry. 
The  nobles  of  Italy,  tired  of  a long  fuccelTion  of 
Gerrhan  emperors,  offered  the  imperial  dignity 
to  Robert ; but  the  fplendid  propofal,  which  the 
prudence  and  moderation  of  the  king  of  France 
declined,  was'haftily  and  improvidently  accepted 
by  William,  duke  of  Guienne ; that  powerful 
coble  was  foon  reduced  to  lament  his  own  in- 
dil'crction,  and  die  fickle  difpofition  of  the  Ita» 
lians.  On  the  appearance  of  Conrad,  who  had 
fuccceded  to  the  throne  of  Germany,  the  natives 
of  Italy,  with  their  accuftomed  levity,  flocked  to 
3,  I’is 
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his  banner;  the  imperial  crown  was  placed  on 
his  head  by  pope  John  the  Nineteenth,  and 
William  was  forced  to  retire  before  the  arms  of 
his  fuccefsful  competitor. 

Whatever  fatisfaftion  Robert  might  derive  from 
the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  was  continually 
embittered  by  a feries  of  domeftic  dif- 
cord  and  calamity:  His  feelings,  as  a •o*®- 
parent,  were  wounded  by  the  premature  death  of 
his  eldeft  fon  Hugh,  with  whom  he  had  divided 
the  regal  title,  and  wliofe  virtues  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  and  elleemed ; his  happinefs,  as 
a hufband,  was  continually  broken  by  the  im- 
perious difpofuion  of  his  confort.  On  the  death 
of  Hugh  it  was  natural  that  he  Ihould  affociate 
lus  next  fon,  Henry,  to  the  dignity  which  he  had 
imparted  to  his  deceafed  brother  ; but  the  juftice 
of  this  nomination  was  oppofed  with  indecent 
warmth  and  obftinacy  by  Conftance ; and  her  par- 
tiality for  her  younger  fon,  Robert,  agitated  the 
.court  with  all  the  fury  of  contending  fadlions. 
Yet  the  fecret  arts  of  intrigue,  the  open  violence 
of  the  queen,  in  vain  affailed  the  inflexible  in- 
tegrity of  the  king ; the  rights  of  primogeniture 
were  refpefted  ; in  an  aflembly  at  Rheims  Henry 
received  the  crown  from  the  impartial  juftice  of 
•his  father ; and  Robert,  his  younger  brother,  re- 
M 2 fufing 
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fufing  to  join  in  the  daring  meafures  of  Con- 
ftance,  became  equally  the  otjeft  of  her  hatred 
and  perfecUtion. 

The  two ‘princes,  haraffed  by  the  inceflant 
^ P enmity  of  their  mother,  retired  from 
1017, 1030.  court,  and  entered  into  an  alliance  for 
their  mutual  defence  j the  eldeft  pofleffed  himfelf 
of  the  cattle  of  Dreux,  the  younger  occupied  the 
city  of  Avalon,  in  the  duchy  of  Burgundy.  The 
unnatural  paffions  of  a female  had  already  kindled 
the  torch  of  civil  commotion,  and  the  gloomy 
flame  was  beheld  with  horror  throughout  the  king- 
dom of  France:  At  the  head  of  a numerous 
army  Robert  advanced  to  reduce  his  revolted 
Tons  5 but  his  march  was  interrupted  by  the  re- 
monttrances  of  William,  abbot  of  St.  Benigne; 
the  aflfetttionate  parent  readily  liftened  to  the  rc- 
prefentations  of  the  pious  prietts  he  was  foon 
convinced  that  the  princes,  inttead  of  arming 
againtt  his  authority,  fought  only  proteftion 
againtt  the  aftive  hatred  of  their  mother.  The 
moment  of  explanation  was  that  of  fubmifllon  on 
one  fide,  and  pardon  on  the  other ; the  fons  were 
again  rettored  to  the  confidence  of  their  father  j 
and  the  force  which  had  been  alTcmbled  to  extin- 
guifh  the  diflenfions  of  his  family,  was  happily 
employed  by  Robert  in  humbling  the  haughty 
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nobles  of  Burgundy,  who  had  prefumed  to  with- 
hold the  homage  due  to  their  Ibvereign. 

A reign  of  almoft  inccflant  profperity,  a life  of 
fuccefTave  domeftic  mifery,  were  clofed  by  the 
expedition  into  Burgundy ; and  three  and  thirty 
years  from  his  afcending  the  throne,  and  in  the 
fixtieth  year  of  his  age,  Robert  expired 
at  Melon,  amidft  the  tears  and  lamen- 
tations  of  his  fubjedls.  His  own  prudence  and 
moderation  contributed  to,  and  almoft  infured  the 
public  happinefs  which  had  fo  honourably  diftin- 
guifhed  his  adminiftration  ; and  the  virtues  which 
he  difplaycd  in  private,  might  have  fecured  him 
the  enjoyment  of  domeftic  comfort  with  a temper 
lefs  arrogant  and  turbulent  than  that  of  his  con- 
fort  ; but  amidft  the  fplendor  of  a palace,  the 
monarch  was  often  induced  to  envy  the  condition 
of  the  meaneft  peafant ; and  the  lofs  of  Bertha 
was  aggravated  by  the  pofleffion  of  Conftance. 
The  rigour  with  which  he  punifhed,  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Burgundy,  tlie  obftinate  refiftance  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Avalon,  had  caft  a Qight  ftiade  on 
a reign  of  unprecedented  clemency  j ahd  a people 
whofe  annals  hitherto  have  difplayed  almoft  a con- 
ftant  fuccelTion  of  fanguinary  and  ferocious  prin- 
ces, might  well  exclaim  on  the  death  of  Robert : 
“ We  have  loft  a father  who  governed  us  in 
“ peace ; beneath  whofe  authority  we  dwelt  in 
M j " fccurity } 
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“ fecurity;  who  fufiered  not  in  others  that  op- 
“ preflion  which  he  himfclf  difdained  ; who  com- 
“ mandcd  our  afteftions,  and  who  banifhed  our 
« fears.” 

To  the  crown  of  Robert  fucceeded  his  eldcft 
fon  Henry,  who,  at  the  age  of  twenty-feven, 
poflclTed  with  the  vigour  of  youth  the  prudence 
and  wifdom  of  age  ; yet  thcfc  qualities 
^ were  fcarce  fufficient  to  fecure  his  au- 
thority, and  the  implacable  enmity  of  his  mother 
Ihook  his  throne  to  the  very  foundation.  At  her 
imperious  voice  the  flames  of  difcord  blazed  with 
redoubled  fury : Ambition  . prompted  the  count 
of  Flanders,  and  intereft  induced  the  count <of 
Champagne,  to  fupport  the  pretenfions  of  Robert 
againft  the  claim  of  his  elder  brother.  To  Eudes, 
the  count  of  Champagne,  was  relinquilhcd  by  the 
confederates  half  the  city  of  Sens,  as  the  price  of 
his  alliance  ■,  and  that  city,  with  Melun,  Soiflbns, 
and  the  adjacent  towns,  were  either  reduced  by 
force,  or  occupied  by  intrigue.  Hmry,  aflonilh- 
ed,  and  incapable  of  refifting  the  torrent,  efcaped 
with  only  twelve  faithful  followers  into  Normandy, 
and,  deferted  by  his  fubjefts,  threw  himfelf  on 
the  generous  friendfhip  of  duke  Robert.  The 
liberal  companion  of  his  proteftor  juftified  his 
choice,  and  the  treafures  and  forces  of  Normandy 
were  devoted  to  his  fcrvice:  On  one  fide,  the 
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Kormans,  commanded  by  the  duke  in  perfon, 
Ipread  deftruftion  through  the  kingdom  ; and  the 
country,  which  was  blafted  at  his  approach,  I'anc- 
tioned  the  furname  of  Devi!,  which  the  terrified 
inhabitants  annexed  to  that  of  Robert : On  the 
other  fide,  the  king  himfelf  thrice  defeated^  the 
count  of  Champagne,  who  efcaped  with  difficulty 
the  purfuit  of  the  vidtor.  The  tempeft  at  length 
was  hufhed  by  the  mediation  of  Fulk,  count  of 
Anjou  j Conftance  funk  beneath  the  pangs  of  dif- 
appointed  rage ; prince  Robert  was  gratified  with 
the  duchy  of  Burgundy;  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
counts  of  Flanders  and  Champagne  was  imitated 
by  the  reft  of  the  vaffals  of  the  crown ; but  the 
gratitude  of  Henrj'  difmembered  the  kingdom  he 
had  regained  ; and  the  fervices  of  the  duke  of 
Normandy  were  repaid  by  the  duchies  of  Gifors, 
Chaumont,  and  Ponioife,  and  that  part  of  the 
Vexin  which  had  hitherto  belonged  to  the  domi- 
nions of  France. 

To  the  enterprifes  of  war  fucceeded  a negocia- 
tion  of  marriage ; and  Henry,  peace-  ^ o 
ably  eftabliftied  on  the  throne,  contraft- 
ed  himfelf  to  Matilda,  the  daughter  of  Conrad, 
who  fwayed  the  imperial  feeptre  with  courage  and 
prudence.  Yet  the  hiftorians  more  than  doubt 
the  confummation  of  thefe  nuptials;  and  about 
ten  years  afterwards  we  find  Henry  efpoufed  to 
M 4 Anne, 
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Annf,  a daughter  of  Jcrofolaus,  great  prince  or 
duke  of  Ruflla,  and  who  claimed  her  auguft  de- 
feent  from  the  dynafty  of  Bafil,  the  Roman  em- 
perors of  the  Eaft.  The  death  of  Rodolph, 
who,  with  the  title  of  king  ruled  that  part  of 
Burgundy  which  comprehended  the  countries  of 
Swiflerland  and  Savoy,  the  counties  of  La  Breflc, 
Dauphine,  and  the  Lyonnois,  kindled  a war  be- 
tween Eudes,  count  of  Champagne,  and  the  em- 
peror Conrad,  who  each  claimed  the  fucceflion, 
and  fupjxrrted  tlieir  pretenfions  by  arms ; but 
Eudes  was  compelled  to  yield  to  the  fuperior 
force  of  his  rival,  and,  driven  out  of  Burgundy, 
entered  Lorrain,  and  poflefled  himfelf  of  Bar. 
Before  he  could  improve  this  advantage  he  was 
encountered  by  Gothelon,  duke  of  Lorrain ; the 
defeat  of  the  count  of  Champagne  was  rendered 
dccifive  by  his  death ; and  king  Henry  and  the 
emperor  Conrad  might  mutually  rejoice  in  the 
deftrudtion  of  a turbulent  vaflal  and  an  enter- 
prifing  neighbour. 

But  although  Eudes  was  no  more,  his  fpirit 
furvived  in  his  two  fons,  Thibaud,  count  of 
BeauQe,  Tourainc,  and  Beauvois ; and  Stephen, 

^ count  of  Champagne.  Thefe  rejefted 
with  difdain  the  fervile  duty  of  homage, 
and  excited  Eudes,  the  third  and  youngeft  bro- 
ther of  the  king,  and  who  had  been  left  without 
a territories 
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territories  or  eftablifhment,  to  fortify  their  caufe 
with  his  name.  The  forces  of  the  confederates 
were  routed  by  the  royal  army;  Eudes  himfelf 
was  taken  prifoner,  and  Ifccured  at  Orleans ; the 
pardon  of  Thibaud  was  purchafed  at  the  expeoce 
of  Tourainc;  the  count  of  Champagne  was  happy 
to  cfcape  by  the  ceflion  of  a confiderabie  part  of 
his  territory ; but  Galeran,  count  of  Meulan,  who 
had  joined  the  ftandard  of  unfuccefsful  rebellion, 
was  formally  attainted;  and  the  forfeiture  of  his 
property  and  life,  the  firft  example  of  the  kind 
mentioned  in  hiftory,  proclaims  the  power  which 
the  crown  had  imperceptibly  acquired. 

The  falhionable  fuperllition  of  the  times  had 
impreffed  the  minds  of  men  with  the  merit  of" 
pilgrimages  to  the  Holy  Land;  the  ^ ^ 
martial  fpirit  and  gallantry  of  the  Nor-  ' ' 

mans  were  peculiarly  inflamed  with  this  adven- 
turous fpecies  of  devotion;  and  Robert,  duke  of 
Normandy,  afluming  the  pious  garb  of  a pilgrim, 
prepared  to  vifit  the  facred  fepulchre  of  Jerufalem. 
His  fubjedls  had  acknowledged  as  his  heir  his  fon 
William,  whofe  regular  pretenfions  were  obftruft- 
ed  by  the  illegitimacy  of  his  birth ; and  the  young 
duke  was  recommended  by  his  father  to  the  gra- 
titude of  Henry,  king  of  France,  and  to  the  care 
of  Alain,  duke  of  Brittany.  But  the  nobles  of 
Normandy  difdained  the  feeble  rule  of  an  infant; 

and 
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and  the  helplefs  years  of  the  future  conqueror  of 
England  were  infulted  and  contemned  by  his  reft- 
lels  and  turbulent  barons.  The  duke  of  Brittany 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  reftore  the  general  tran- 
quillity j his  faint ' entreaties  were  difregarded; 
and  a flow  poifon,  (fuch  is  the  account  of  the 
hiftorians  of  that  age)  which  haftened  his  retreat 
and  gradually  undermined  his  conftitution,  was 
the  reward  of  his  ineffedlual  mediation.  The 
king  of  France  was  aduated  by  more  politic  but 
lefs  honourable  motives;  with  a numerous  army 
he  invaded  the  defencelefs  frbntiers,  confumed 
with  fire  the  town  of  Argentan,  and  occupied  the 
important  fortrefs  of  Tillcres. 

The  public  dilorders  were  increafed  by  the  in- 
^ jj  telligence,  that  duke  Robert,  on  his  re- 
1037,104.6.  turn  from  the  Holy  Land,  had  expired 
at  Nice.  The  minifters  who  yet  preferved  their 
fidelity  unfliaken,  and  w’ho  watched  over  the  ten- 
der years  of  duke  William,  determined  to  im- 
plore the  protedion  of  the  king  of  France : They 
conjured  him  by  the  memory  of  his  own  diftrefs 
to  repay  the  obligations  he  had  received  from  the 
father  to  the  fon.  The  fuggeftions  of  interefl; 
were  vanquilhed  or  fufpended  by  the  emotions  of 
fhame  or  gratitude;  and  Henry  declared  his  refo- 
lution  of  vindicating  t!ie  infulted  authority  of  the 
Norman  prince ; his  frvcndfhip,  though  tranfient, 

was 
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was  ardent  and  cffedtual ; he  once  more  pafled 
the  frontiers,  and  at  the  valley  of  Dunes,  between 
Caen  and  Arj^entan,  encountered  the  revoked 
barons.  The  rebels  maintained  their  "round  ‘."ith 
obftinate  valour;  the  king  himfelf  was  e.-pofed 
to  imminent  danger,  and,  thrown  from  his  horfc 
in  the  violence  of  the  charge,  was  only  preferved 
by  the  immediate  fuccour  of  his  attendants;  But 
his  victory  was  glorious  and  deciuve;  and  the 
battle  of  Dunes  fixed  the  feeptre  in  the  hands  of 
the  duke  of  Normandy. 

The  acquifitions  of  the  Normans  were  not  con- 
fined to  their  fettlements  in  France;  and  under 
different  leaders  their  arms  penetrated  into  the 
fertile  regions  of  Italy,  eftablifhed  an  independent 
fovereignty  in  Apulia,  and  foon  afterwards  em- 
braced the  kingdom  of  Naples,  and  reduced  to 
their  obedience  the  ifiand  of  Sicily.  Whether 
their  progrefs  in  Apulia  had  alarmed  the  vigilant 
Henry,  or  that  he  early  difeerned  the  lofty  genius 
and  unbounded  ambition  of  William,  that  mo- 
narch foon  after  violated  the  friendfhip  he  had 
newly  profclTed,  and  feemed  confiantly  to  repent 
of  the  afilft'ance  he  had  afforded  to  the  duke 
of  Normandy.  William  de  Arques,  count  of 
Thouloufe,  and  fbn  by  a fecond  marriage  of 
Richard  the  Second,  who  preceded,  as  duke  of 
J^ormandy,  Robert,  furnamed  the  Devil,  no  longer 
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concealed  his  pretenfions  to  the  ducal  title ; He 
was  powerfully  fupported  by  his  bro- 
’ then,  Mauger,  archbilhop  of  Rouen  j 
and  privately  at  firft,  and  afterwards  publicly,  by 
Henry  of  France.  But  this  formidable  confederacy, 
which  was  ftrengthened  by  the  counts  of  Poitou 
and  Anjou,  was  broken  by  the  aufpicious  genius 
of  William  the  Baftard-  The  army  with  which 
Henry  had  threatened  to  expel  him  from  Normandy 
was  compelled  to  retreat  with  difgrace;  a con- 
fidcrable  detachment,  in-the  march  towards  Rouen, 
had  incautioufly  prelTed  before  the  main  body  j 
between  F.fcoucy  and  Mortimer,  their  negligence 
was  chaflifed  by  the  arms  of  the  Normans ; and 
few  efcapecj  to  relate  the  melancholy  fate  of  their 
companions:  Henry  himfelf  with  the  remainder 
of  his  forces  retired  towards  Paris,  indignant  at 
his  difgrace,  and  impatient  to  efface  his  defeat  by 
the  deftrudion  of  his  rival;  while  William,  who 
had  triumphed  over  his  revolted  fubjcfls,  was 
equally  determined  to  purfje  with  eternal  enmity 
the  perfidy  of  the  French  monarch. 

That  prince  had  formed  a new  alliance  with 
Martel,  count  of  Anjou,  and  engaged  again  to 
invade  the  territories  of  the  Norman;  his  pre- 
parations were  fuitable  • to  the  greatnefs  of  the 
^ enterprife ; and  two  armies,  which  he 

’ had  diligently  levied,  threatened  the 
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dellrudlion  of  the  young  duke : The  one  was  led 
by  Henry  in  pcrfon ; the  other  he  cntnifted  to 
his  brother  Eudcs,  whom  he  had  relcafed  for  that 
purpofe  from  prifon.  But  the  fuperior  number  of 
his  troops  ferved  only  to  augment  his  confufion  ; 
thole  led  by  himfelf  were  continually  hiirralTed, 
and  repeatedly  furprifcd  j while  the  army  com- 
manded by  his  brother  was  defeated  in  a decifive 
aftion  with  cruel  daughter.  Preffcd  or  broken  on 
<very  fide,  the  French  were  compelled  haftily  to 
evacuate  a country  which  they  had  unjulUy  in- 
vaded; and  the  terms  of  peace,  which  foon  after 
followed,  were  didated  by  the  vidorious  duke  of 
Normandy. 

The  age  of  the  king,  which  fcarce  exceeded 
fifty-five  years,  allowed  him  to  hope  a long  con- 
tinuance of  his  reign ; but  his  conftitution  was 
vifibly  impaired;  his  late  defeat  probably  preyed 
upon  his  mind ; and  fcnfible  of  his  approaching 
dilTolution  he  determined  to  provide  for  the  tran- 
quillity of  die  kingdom  by  the  aflbeiation  of  tlie 
heir  to  the  throne.  Of  his  three  fons  by  Anne,  the 
grand-daughter  ofWolodomir,  great  duke  of  Ruf- 
fia,  Philip,  the  eldeft,  then  only  about  feven  years 
of  age,  was  folemnly  crowned  at  Rheims  by  th? 
archbilhop  of  that  city.  His  tender  youth  did 
not  exempt  him  from  reading  and  fubferibing 
a declaration,  in  which  he  promifes,  “ in  the  pre- 
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“ fence  of  God  and  the  faints,”  to  refpeft  and 
defend  the  clergy  in  their  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties ; to  obferve  the  laws  and  to  adminifter  juf- 
tice;  and  equitably  to  rule  the  people  entrufted 
to  his  government.  But  anxious  for  the  future 
welfare  of  his  fon,  the  precaution  of  Henry, 
named  Baldwin,  count  of  Flanders,  as  the 
guardian  of  his  infancy,  in  cafe  he  himfclf 
fhould  not  be  indulged  with  the  fatisfaftion  of 
beholding  him  attain  the  vigour  of  manhood. 
His  fears  were  juftj  in  the  Auguft  following  the 
coronation  of  Philip,  Henry  breathed  his  lad, 
in  the  fifty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirtieth 
of  his  reign.  His  own  indiferetion,  perhaps, 
haftened  his  end ; and  the  injudicious  ufe  of  me- 
dicine is  fuppofed  to  have  accelerated  the  progrefs 
of  difeafe ; but  the  imputation  of  poifon  could 
only  exift  in  a credulous  age,  invariably  defirous 
of  aferibing  the  death  of  every  fovereign  to  the 
effefts  of  fecret  fraud  or  open  violence. 

Prudent  in  peace,  and  intrepid  in  war,  the  cha- 
rafter  of  this  monarch  is  chiefly  ftained  by  his 
ungenerous  attempt  againft  the  feeble  youth  of 
the  duke  of  Normandy  ; and  the  injuftice  of  the 
enterprife  did  not  ferve  to  reconcile  him  to  the 
mortification  of  defeat;  yet  the  firmnefs  with 
which  he  refifted  the  encroaching  fpirit  of  the 
pope  has  merited  the  praile  of  die  hiftorian,  and 

ought 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  <75 

ought  to  have  been  imitated  by  his  fucceflbrs. 
Leo  the  Ninth  had  entered  France,  and  in  a 
council  held  at  Rheims  had  degraded  feveral  bi- 
fhops  contrary  to  the  inclinations  of  the  king; 
pope  Nicholas  the  Second  was  defirous  of  tread- 
ing in  the  footfteps  of  his  prcdeceflbr ; but  he  in 
vain  folicited  the  confent  of  Henry  to  a fimilar 
vifit,  who  ftedfaftly  declined  the  proffered  ho- 
nour; and  the  Roman  pontiff,  after  a fruitlefs 
negociation,  was  comi)clled  to  rclinquifh  the  im- 
prafticable  defign. 
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Chapter  the  Sixth. 


BALDWIN,  COUNT  OF  FLANDERS,  IS  APPOINTED-, 

REGENT  OF  FRANCE. CONQUEST  OF  ENGLAND 

?y  WILLIAM,  DURE  OF  NORMANDY.  — REIGN 
OF  PHILIP.  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  FIRST  CRU- 

SADE. — DEATH  OF  PHILIP,  AND  ACCESSION 
OF  LEWIS  THE  SIXTH,  SURNAMED  THE  GROSS.— 
MIS  REIGN  AND  DEATH. 


the  deceafe  of  Henry,  the  regency  of  tlie 
ftate  and  the  proteftion  of  his  infant  fon  might 
naturally  have  been  expedled  by  the  widow  and 
brother  of  the  late  monarch  Anne,  indeed,  might 
have  alTcrted  her  indefeafible  right  over  her  child ; 
nor  were  there  examples  wanting,  in  which  the 
reins  of  adminiftration  had,  during  a minority, 
been  committed  to  the  hands  of  a female  j but 
Henry  had  confidered  tltat  princefs  was  a ftrangcr, 
and  that  Ihe  was  ill  qualified  to  control  the  im- 
patient Ipirits  of  a haughty  nobility  with  whom 
Ihc  was  but  little  acquainted.  Anne,  in  filence, 
acquiefced  in  his  decifion,  and  bellowed  her  hand 
on  Raoul,  count  of  Valois,  after  whofe  death  flie 
retired  to  her  native  climate  of  Ruffia. 
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If  Henry  prudently  deemed  his  confort  unequal 
to  the  toils  of  government,  it  was  with  a differenr 
eye  he  regarded  his  brother,  Robert,  duke  of 
Burgundy.  The  abilities  of  that  prince  were  ac- 
knowledged and  dreaded ; his  powerv  was  already 
formidable;  his  influence  with  the  nobles  of 
France  confiderable ; he  had  once  already  afpired 
ro  the  crown ; and  it  was  to  be  feared,  if  placed 
fo  near,  his  ambition  might  be  revived,  and  his 
hand  again  ftretched  forth  to  feize  it.  But  Bald- 
win, count  of  Flanders,  was  free  from  every  ob- 
jedtion,  and  polTefled  every  quality  which  could 
recommend  him  to  this  important  truft;  his  va- 
lour was  tempered  by  caution,  his  vigilance  was 
joined  with  a noble  franknefs:  The  guardian  of 
the  crown,  and  the  friend  of  the  people,  he  pro- 
tedfed  the  prerogative  of  the  firft  without  infripg- 
ing  the  rights  of  the  laft;  without  endeavouring 
to  opprefs  the  nobles  he  reftrained  them  in  due 
fubjedtion,  and  maintained  peace  by  his  prepara- 
tions for  war.  The  people  of  Aquitain  had  pre- 
fumed on  the  youth  of  their  fovereign ; they  w ere 
chaftifed  by  the  arm  of  Baldwin;  and  the  anxious 
guardian,  amidft  the  complicated  cares  of  govern- 
ment, negledfed  not  to  bellow  ujxjn  his  royal 
pupil  fuch  an  education  as  might  contribute  to 
his  own  happinefs,  and  that  of  the  people  over 
whom  he  was  deftined  to  reign. 
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Yet  the  adminiftration  of  Baldwin  has  not  en- 
tirely efeaped  cenfurej  and  it  has  been  imputed 
to  him  as  an  inexciifeable  error,  that  he  fuffered  fo 
dangerous  a neighbour  as  the  duke  of  Normandy 
to  extend  the  limits  of  his  dominions,  and  to  at- 
chievc  the  important  conqueft  of  England.  Per- 
haps he  was  influenced  by  a natural  regard  for 
a prince  who  had  married  his  daughter;  perhaps^ 
he  dreaded  his  enterprifing  fpirit,  and  was  willing 
to  fecure  the  immediate  tranquillity  of  the  coun- 
try he  ruled,  by  diverting  the  ftream  of  conquefl: 
another  way.  Whatever  were  his  motives,  the  con- 
lequences  were  fatal ; a*d  the  fplendid  acquifitiotr 
was  attended  with  a feries  of  blootly  and  deftruc- 
tive  wars,  which  always  contributed  to  exhauft,. 
and  frequently  threatened  to  fubvert  the  monarchy 
of  France. 

It  is  the  obfervation  of  the  celebrated  hiftorian- 
of  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,, 
“ that  whoever  records  the  tranfaftions  of  the 
“ more  conflderable  European  ftates  during  the 
“ tv/o  laft  centuries,  mull:  write  the  hiilory  of 
**  Europe.”  The  remark,  which  does  honour  to 
his  judgement,  may,  in  regard  to  France  and  Eng- 
land, be  extended  to  a more  early  period ; and 
from  the  union  of  the  latter  kingdom  with  Nor- 
mandy, the  wars  and  negociations  of  the  French 
and  Englifli  have  been  indiflblubly  blended,  and 
. form.' 
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form  one  great  and  complicated  fyftem  of  poli- 
tics. So  intimate  a connedUon  not  only  juftifies, 
but  demands  an  hafty  (ketch  of  the  circumftances 
which  illuftrate  the  memorable  event. 

The  Roman  government  was  fcarce  difTolved 
in  Britain  before  the  ifland  was  fuddenly  and  fuc- 
cefTively  afflicted  by  the  fword  of  the  Scots  and  the 
Piets,  the  Danes  and  the  Saxons ; The  conquefts 
of  the  latter  were  permanent;  and  I'even  inde- 
pendent thrones,  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  were  found- 
ed by  the'  victors.  Thefe,  in  the  courfe  of  little 
more  than  three  revolving  centuries,  were  united  ' 
tinder  Egbert ; and  the  feeptre,  when  firft  afpir- 
ed  to  by  William,  was  feebly  and  irrefolutcly 
fwayed  by  Isdward  the  Third,  furnamed  the  Con- 
fefTor.  The  partiality  of  that  monarch  for  the 
Norman  might  countenance  the  report  that  he 
had  bequeathed  to  him  his  throne;  The  mother 
of  Edward  was  Emma,  the  fifter  of  Richard  of 
Normandy;  and  when  the  Britiih  prince  was  com- 
pelled to  fly  before  the  fword  of  the  Danes,  he 
found  a fafe  and  hcfpitable  retreat  in  the  Norman 
court.  The  ties  of  blood  and  gratitude  attached 
him  to  his  kinfmah  and  proteftor ; and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  he  would  readily  have  preferred  him  to 
an  ambitious  fubjed,  whofe  father  was  ftaihed 
with  the  royal  blood  of  his  brother,  and  whofe 
own  popularity  was  hateful  in  the  eyes  of  the 
N-  a king. 
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king.  But  when  Edward  breathed  his  laft,  Wil- 
liam was  diftant  in  Normandy,  and  the  vacarvt 
throne  was  occupied  by  Harold,  the  fon  of  earl 
Goodwin. 

. The  impatient  fpirit  of  William  fcorned  to  dif- 
femble  his  lenfe  of  the  injury,  and  his  ambition 
permitted  him  not  to  relinquilh  his  lofty  hopes. 
In  a formal  embafly  he  demanded  the  fceptrc, 
which  Harold  had  feized;  and  the  refufal  was  at- 
tended with  a denunciation  of  war.  A powerful 
armament  was  equipped  in  the  ports  of  Norman- 
dy j and  while  Elaroki  was  engaged  in  the  North 
in  repelling  the  invafion  of  Harfager,  king  of 
Norway,  William  failed  from  St.  Valery,  and 
landed  at  Pevenfey  on  the  coaft  of 
' ' Suflex.  From  a glorious  vidlory  over 

Harfager,  Harold  was  recalled  to  encounter  this 
more  formidable  rival.  The  fatal  battle  was 
fought  on  the  fourteenth  of  Oftober,  about  feven 
miles  from  Haftingsj  and  the  native  valour  of 
the  Englifli  was  unequally  oppofed  to  the  dif- 
cipline  and  artful  evolutions  of  the  Normans.  A 
random  arrow  pierced  the  brain  of  Harold;  and 
the  remnant  of  the  Englifli  army,  after  the  death 
of  their  gallant  leader,  was  only  preferved  from 
the  purfuit  of  the  Normans  by  the  friendly  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night.  The  fall  of  Harold  eftablilhed 
the  victory  and  fortune  of  William ; and  the  fcep- 
trc 
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tre  of  Britain,  which  for  fix  hundred  years  had 
been  fucceflively  fwaycd  by  a Saxon,  was  in  one 
decifive  day  transferred  to  the  hand  of  a Norman. 

The  death  of  Baldwin,  count  of  Flanders,  foon 
fucceeded  the  invafion  and  conqueft  of 

0.1067^ 

England}  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
his  age  his  royal  pupil  aflumed  the  peaceable  ad- 
miniftration  of  his  dominions.  The  able  minifters 
who  had  been  promoted  by  the  penetration  of 
Baldwin,  were  no  longer  fulFered  to  guide  the 
councils  of  Philip ; and  the  beginning  of  his  va- 
rious reign  was  equally  charafterizcd  by  aftivity, 
as  the  conclufion  of  it  was  by  indolence.  The 
territories  of  Geoffrey  Martel,  count  of  Anjou, 
were  difputed  by  his  two  fons,  Geoffrey  and  Fulkj 
and  the  incautious  integrity  of  the  former  was  en- 
fnared  by  the  perfidious  artifices  of  the  latter: 
Yet,  although  Fulk  was  at  firft  menaced  with  the 
refentment  of  the  king  of  France,  the  emotions 
of  juftice  were  foon  facrificed  to  the  fuggeftions 
cfintereft;  the  anger  of  Philip  was  difarmed  by 
a (hare  in  the  fpoils;  and  on  the  ceffion  of  the 
Gaftinois,  the  younger  brother  was  permitted  to 
retain  in  peace  the  inheritance  of  which  he  had 
fraudulently  deprived  his  elder. 

The  care  of  Baldwin  had  imbued  the  mind 
of  Philip  with  every  royal  fcience,  and  the  md"- 
lers  he  had  provided  and  fitted  his  body  for  the 
N 3 marti.1l 
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martial  exercifes  of  a warlike  age ; but  the  hear^ 
had  refilled  the  admonitions  of  the  virtuous  tutor  j 
and  as  Philip  advanced  in  years,  his  fubjefts  dif- 
cerned,  witli  a capacity  which  might  have  en- 
fured  their  happinefs,  a difpqfition  which  menaced 
them  with  the  inceflTant  calamities  of  war.  The 
love  of  glory,  the  vice  of  great  minds,  never 
found  entrance  into  the  bofom  of  Philip;  but 
throughout  his  reign  he  difplayed  in  every  enter- 
prilc  the  invariable  features  of  treachery  with  the 
propenfity  of  infatiate  avarice.  He  had  deferred, 
not  much  to  his  reputation,  the  caufe  of  Geoffrey, 
'to  partake  the  crime  and  plunder  of  Fulk;  but  in 
a difpute  refpedting  the  fucceffion  to  the  territory 
of  the  late  regent,  he  ftained  his  charadter  with 
^ the  meaneft  perfidy  and  the  blackcft  ingratitude. 
Baldwin  and  Robert  were  the  two  fons  of  Baldwin ; 
the  former  and  elder  inherited  from  him  his  dig- 
nity with  the  principality  of  Flanders ; the  latter 
and  younger,  the  title  with  the  country  of  Prize; 
But  Baldwin,  difeontented  with  his  own  fhare,  beheld 
with  envy  the  domain  of  his  brother.  With  a nu- 
merous army  he  invaded  the  province  of  Robert, 
and  his  own  death  in  battle  was  the  confequence  of 
the  unnatural  enterprife:  The  viftor  leized  on 
Flanders,  and  the  widow  of  the  deceafed  count, 
with  her  two  fons,  Arnold  and  Baldwin,  fought 
fhelter  from  the  tempeft  in  the  court  of  Philip. 

She 
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She  was  received  by  that  monarch  with  every 
mark  of  rcfpc6t,  and  with  every  profefllon  of  re- 
gard. To  reftore  her  fons,  with  a numerous 
army  he  entered  Flanders j but  in  a decifive  battle 
near  St.  Omers  the  French  were  defeated,  and 
the  young  count,  Arnold,  periihed  in  the  action. 
This  check  cooled  the  ardour  of  Philip,  and  he 
from  that  ipoment  abandoned  the  caufe  of  the 
widow  and  the  orphan.  Their  diftrefs  induced 
them  to  apply  to  Henry  the  Third  of  Germany, 
and  his  compalTion  aflured  them  of  his  protection, 
and  induced  him  to  arm  in  their  fupport.  Hope 
once  more  fmiled  upon  the  youthful  Baldwin  j but 
the  profpeCl  was  foon  darkened  by  the  intrigues 
of  Philip.  He  had  engaged  to  marry  Bertha, 
the  daughter  of  the  countefs  of  Prize,  by  a for- 
mer hufband,  and  to  maintain  her  prefent  in  the 
pofleflion  of  the  dominions  he  had  ufurped.  The 
feeble  efforts  of  Baldwin  were  overwhelmed  by 
the  unitefd  force  of  the  confederates;  he  was  com- 
pelled to  acquicfce  in  the  diftriCl,  with  the  title  of 
count  of  Hainault,  and  to  leave  his  uncle  in  the 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  Flanders. 

With  equal  lucc^s  Philip  encountered  the  arms 
of  William,  who  had  exchanged,  by 
the  acquifition  of  England,  the  oppro-  ’ 
brious  diftinftion  of  Ballard  for  the  honourable 
furnamc  of  Conqueror.  With  an  army  of  his 
N ^ nc«r 
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new  fubjefts,  that  prince  had  traverfed  the  fea 
to  reduce  Hoc],  duke  of  Brittany,  who  had  re- 
Aifed  to  yield  him  liomage.  But  the  firft  place 
that  he  befieged  was  witnefs  of  his  difgrace;  and 
with  the  lofs  of  his  baggage  the  king  of  England 
was  obliged  to  retire  before  the  fortune  of  his 
royal  rival.  The  conditions  of  peace  were  dic- 
tated by  Philip;  and  his  mind,  naturally  prefump- 
tuous,  was  inflated  by  the  advantage  he  obtained. 
Robert,  the  cldcft  fon  of  the  conqueror,  had  vio- 
lated the  duty  he  owed  to  his  parent  and  fovereign, 

> and  rrebled  the  (landard  of  revolt  in  Normandy. 
He  was  privately  encouraged  by  Philip,  who  be- 
llowed on  him  the  town  of  Gerberoi,  in  the  Beau- 
voifins ; in  that  place  he  was  in vefted  by  William, 
iln  a Tally  from  the  town  Robert  difplayed  the  he- 
reditary valour  of  his  race;  his  lance  transfixed 
the  tliickeft  ranks  of  the  befiegers,  and  unhorfed 
William  himfelf.  The  king  of  England  would 
have  perilhed  by  the  hand  of  his  fon,  had  not 
his  voice  revealed  his  perfon  and  danger:  The 
aftonilhed  Robert,  ftruck  with  horror  at  the  crime 
which  impended  over  him,  raifed  the  fallen  mo- 
narch from  the  ground,  and  mounted  him  on  his 
•own  horfe.  I'he  pardon  of  his  father  was  the 
reward  of  his  gallantry  and  penitence;  and  Philip 
afiedted  to  rejoice  at  a reconciliation  which  it  >va? 
no  longer  in  his  power  to  prevent, 
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For  fome  years  the  animofity  of  the  monarchs 
was  happily  for  their  fubjecls  fufpended.  It  was 
again  kindled  by  a jell  of  Philip;  The  corpu- 
lency of  the  king  of  England,  who  was  indifpofed, 
provoked  the  obfervation,  “ Although  William 
is  fo  long  lying-in,  I doubt,  when  he  comes 
“ abroad  he  will  be  as  big  as  ever.”  The  retort 
of  the  Norman  was  an  allufion  to  the  cuftom  of 
carrying  lights  when  women  are  churched : “ It 
“ will  not  be  long  before  I go  .abroad ; and  let 
“ Philip  know,  that  fo  many  lights  ihall  be 
“ carried  at  my  churching  as  fliall  enlighten  all 
“ France,  and  make  him  repent  of  his  jeft.” 
The  menace  was  rigoroufly  fulfilled  foon  after; 
William  landed  in  France  with  a formidable  army, 

• poflefled  himfelf  by  alTault  of  the  town  of  Mantes, 
and  delivered  it  to  the  flames ; but  as  the  vidlor 
endeavoured  to  retire  from  the  heat  of  the  fire, 
his  horfe,  in  leaping  over  a ditch,  threw  him  on  the 
pummel  of  the  faddle ; the  contufion  proved  mor- 
tal, and  William  the  Conqueror  in  a 
Ihort  time  after  expired  at  Rouen.  " 

The  death  of  that  prince  delivered  Philip  from 
a formidable  enemy,  and  the  dominions  of  the 
dcceafed  monarch  were  contefled  by  his  three  fons. 
Of  thefe,  the  fecond,  William,  furnamed  Rufus, 
by  the  dying  breath  of  his  father  was  recommend- 
ed to  the  throne  of  England  j but  for  the  poflef- 
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fion  of  it  he  was  probably  more  indebted  to  the 
attachment  of  Eudes,  the  minifter  of  the  late 
king,  who  delivered  into  his  hands  the  royal  trea- 
furcs,  than  to  the  favourable  opinion  of  a fovc- 
reign  who  never  had  acquired  the  affeftions  of 
his  fubjeds.  Robert,  the  cldeft,  fuccecded  to 
Normandy  and  Maine  j and  to  Henry  was  only 
bequeathed  a fum  of  money.  Yet  Rufus,  not 
content  with  the  crown  he  had  ravifhed  from  the 
expedlations  of  Robert,  invaded  foon  after  the 
duchy  of  fJormandy:  The  laner  was  faintly  fup- 
ported  by  Philip  of  France  ; and  by  the  ccfTioaof 
Eu,  Fefcamp,  and  Cherbourg,  pur- 
ciiafed  a difadvantageous  peace,  which 
permitted  him  to  retain  the  fcanty  remnant  of  his 
dominions. 

The  intcreft  of  Philip  had  fuggefted  to  him  a mar- 
jj  riage  with  the  daughter  of  the  countels 
1091, 1095.  of  Flanders;  but  two  fons  and  a daugh- 
ter, the  ifiue  of  thofe  nuptials,  could  not  reftrain 
the  fickle  monarch  from  divorcing  Bertha  from 
his  fide ; A diftant  and  doubtful  degree  of  confan- 
guinity  afforded  the  pretence ; and  the  unhappy 
princefs,  banifhed  to  Montreuil,  expired  of  a 
broken  heart.  The  king  of  France  demanded 
next  in  marriage  Emma,  the  daughter  of  count 
Roger,  the  brother  of  the  duke  of  Calabria ; The 
lady,  richly  adorned  with  jewels  and  liberally  por- 
tioned, 
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tioned,  w;ks  efcorted  to  the  French  court  nor  Is 
jt  without  a blufli  the  hiftorian  records  that  Emma 
was  dirmiffed,  and  her  fortune  retained.  The 
pafllons  of  Philip  had  been  inflamed  by  Bertrade 
de  Montfort,  the  wifo  of  Fulk  of  Anjou,  who 
with  the  afllftance  of  the  king  had  fupplanted  his 
elder  brother  Geoffrey : The  vanity  of  a licentious 
woman  was  gratified  by  the  addrefles  of  a royal 
lover;  and  the  countefs  hefitated  not  to  forfake 
the  bed  of  an  aged  and  morofe  hufband,  and  to 
follow  her  paramour  to  Orleans.  The  afcendancy 
Ihe  obtained  over  the  affeftions  of  Philip  was 
difplaycd  in  his  fubfequent  conduift;  he  deter- 
mined to  folemnize  a marriage  which  was  doomed 
invariably  to  embitter  his  future  days.  The  cere- 
mony was  performed  by  F.udes,  bifhop  of  Ba- 
ycaux,  in  the  prefence  of  the  bifhop  of  Senlis 
and  the  archbifliop  of  Reuen.  But  fo  flagrant  a 
violation  of  every  moral  and  civil  tie,  could  not 
efcape  the  cenfure  of  pope  Urban  the  Second. 
In  a council  held  at  Autun,  a fentence  of  excom- 
munication was  pronounced  againft  the  king 
unlefs  he  parted  with  Bertrade:  Mis  ready  promife 
of  fubmifilon  averted,  or  rather  fufpended,  the 
thunders  of  the  Vatican  ; his  perleverance  in  his 
criminal  enjoyments  once  more  aroufed  them ; 
and  in  a fecond  council,  aflTcmbled  at  Clermont, 
y/ith  the  acquiefcence  of  the  clergy  of  France, 
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Philip  was  again  fubjefted  to  the  penalties  of  ex- 
communication. 

It  was  in  this  council  that  Urban  firft  preached 
the  facred  fervice  of  the  crufades,  and 
. 1095.  ^^yjjkened  the  martial  nations  of  Europe 
to  the  deliverance  of  the  Holy  Land.  His  au- 
dience had  already  been  prepared  by  the  enthufi- 
aftic  eloquence  of  Peter  the  Hermit,  and  the  con- 
tagious zeal  fpread  through  perfons  of  all  ranks 
and  all  denominations.  To  ufe  the  words  of  the 
princefs  Anna  Comnena,  all  Europe  torn  up  from 
the  foundation  feemed  ready  to  precipitate  itfelf  in 
one  united  body  on  Afia.  The  vehement  exhor- 
tations of  the  Roman  pontiff  were  interrupted  by 
the  fhouts  of  thoufands,  who  with  one  voice,  and  in 
their  ruftic  idiom,  exclaimed  aloud,  “ God  wills  it, 
“ God  wills  it.”  “ It  is  indeed  the  will  of  God,” 
replied  the  pope,  " and  let  this  memorable  word, 
<*  the  infpiration  furely  of  the  holy  fpirit,  be  for 
ever  adopted  as  your  cry  in  battle,  to  animate 
“ the  devotion  and  courage  of  the  champions  of 
‘‘  Chrift  j his  crofs  is  the  fymbol  of  your  fal- 
“ ration ; wear  it,  a red,  a bloody  crofs,  as  an 
“ external  mark,  on  your  breafts  or  flioulders,  as 
“ a pledge  of  your  facred  and  irrevocable  en- 
“ gagement.”  The  propofal  was  joyfully  ac- 
cepted ; great  numbers,  both  of  the  clergy  and 
the  laity,  impfetied  on  their  garments  the  fign  of 
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the  crofs,  and  folicited  the  pope  to  march  at  their 
head.  This  dangerous  honour  was  declined  by 
the  prudent  fucceffor  of  St.  Peter,  who  alledged 
the  duties  of  his  paftoral  office;  recommending  to 
the  faithful,  who  were  difqualified  by  fcx  or  pro- 
feffion,  by  age  or  infirmity,  to  aid  with  their 
prayers  and  alms  the  perfonal  fervice  of  their  robuft 
brethren.  After  the  confeffion  and  abfolution  of 
their  fins,  the  champions  of  the  crofs  were  difmifs- 
cd  with  a fuperfluous  admonition  to  invite  their 
countrymen  and  friends;  and  their  departure  to  the 
Holy  Land  was  fixed  for  the  fcftival  of  the  AfiTump- 
tion,  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft  of  the  enfuing  year. 

That  day  was  anticipated  by  athoughtlcfs  crowd 
of  plebeians,  who,  to  the  number  of 
above  fixty  thoufand  of  both  fexes,  -'os®- 
prefled  with  clamorous  importunity  Peter  the 
Hermit  to  lead  them  to  the  holy  fcpulchre.  The 
Hermit,  afluming  the  charadler  without  the  ta- 
lents or  authority  of  a general,  impelled  or  obeyed 
the  forward  impulfe  of  his  votaries  along  the 
banks  of  the  Danube  and  the  Rhine.  The  foot- 
fteps  of  Peter  were  followed  by  the  monk  Godef- 
cal,  whofe  fermons  had  fwept  away  fifteen  or  twenty 
thoufand  peafants  from  the  villages  of  Germany. 
The  rear  was  clofed  with  two  hundred  thoufand 
of  the  refufe  of  the  people,  who  mingled  with 
their  devotion  a brutal  licence  of  rapine,  profti- 

tution. 
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' tution,  and  drunkennefs.  Of  this  motley  crctej 
the  greater  part  funk  beneath  the  fatigues  of  their 
march,  and  the  accumulated  prelTure  of  hunger 
and  thirft ; the  remainder,  who  had  endured  and 
furmoumed  the  difficulties  and  diftrefs  of  their 
long  and  tedious  pilgrimage,  had  fcarce  refreffied 
their  wafted  bodies  with  the  hofpitable, plenty  of 
Conftantinople,  before  their  impatience  urged 
them  headlong  againft  the  Turks : Their  impru- 
dence betrayed  them  into  the  fnares  of  the  fultan 
of  Nice;  and  Peter  the  Hermit,  fecurcly  fhcltered 
in  the  Byzantine  court,  might  lament  the  fate  of 
his  improvident  companions,  and  expeft  the  arrival 
of  their  more  grave  and  noble  brethren. 

Among  thefe,  the  firft  rank,  both  in  war  and 
council,  was  juftly  due  to  Godfrey  of  Bouillon, 
who  in  tlie  hour  of  vidory  was  elevated  to  the 
tranftent  throne  of  Jeriifalcm.  ^Vith  him  were 
joined  in  the  holy  enterprife,  Hugh,  count  of 
Vermandois,  tlie  brodier  of  the  king  of  France  ; 
and  Robert,  duke  of  Normandy,  whole  intrepid 
fpirit  and  hckle  difpofition,  equally  prompted  him 
to  embrace  an  expedition  endeared  by  the  profpect 
of  danger  and  novelty.  For  the  trifling  fum  of 
ten  tlioufand  marks  he  mortgaged  Normandy 
during  his  abfence  to  Rufus,  who  had  already  de- 
frauded him  of  the  crown  of  England  ; and  the 
inconliderable  pittance  which  he  had  raifed  at  the 
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expence  of  the  fcanty  remnant  of  his  father’s 
ample  territory,  was  freely  dedicated  to  the  fervice 
in  which  he  crnbarked.  But  the  devout  example 
and  holy  zeal  of  their  brothers,  could  not  kindle 
this  flame  in  the  worldly  and  licentious  bofoms  of 
William  and  Philip : The  former  was  diligently 
engaged  in  extending  the  terror  of  his  arms,  and 
the  limits  of  his  dominions,  by  fuccefllve  expe- 
ditions in  Scotland,  Wales,  and  the  county  of 
Maine ; the  latter  afliduoufly  laboured  with  Bcr- 
'trade  in  the  purfuit  of  plcafure.  But  their  hours 
of  dalliance  were  frequently  interrupted  by  the 
awful  voice  of  the  fucccITor  of  St.  Peter ; and  the 
admonitions  of  the  Roman  pontiff"  were  followed 
by  the  tremendous  thunder  of  papal  indignation. 
His  lawlcfs  commerce  with  the  countefs  of  Anjou 
demanded  the  chaftifement  of  the  fpifitual  father; 
and  the  penalties  of  excommunication  were  a third 
time  denounced  againft:  Philip.  The  profligacy 
of  the  monarch  fddom  fails  to  pollute  the  minds 
of  his  people ; and  the  powerful  vafials  of  the 
crown  were  eascer  to  imitate  the  amorous  condudt 
of  their  fovereign,  while  they  infulted  his  dignity 
and  contemned  his  authority. 

The  difficulties  which  embarrafled  the  indolent 
and  infatuated  king,  were  in  part  diffi-  ^ P 
pared  by  the  death  of  Bertha  his  queen, 
and  by  the-  acquicfccnce  of  the  count  of  Anjou.. 
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Yet  Fulk  reluiStantly  confentcd  to  exchange  an 
abandoned  woman  for  the  treafures  of  royalty ; 
and  the  afcendancy  which  Bertrade  maintained 
to  the  laft  over  the  furly  mind  of  that  haughty 
chief,  may  in  fome  meafure  imprefs  us  with 
an  idea  of  her  charms,  and  account  for  her 
influence  over  the  amorous  foul  of  Philip.  A 
partial  abfolution  was  by  flattery  and  prefents  tar- 
dily obtained  from  the  pope ; and  the  eternal  re- 
paration from  Bertrade  was  conftantly  ftipulated, 
and  as  conftantly  eluded.' 

While  Philip  repofed  in  the  arms  of  beauty, 
his  kingflom  was  doomed  by  her  mife- 
A.D.iioj.  atone  for  the  vices  of  the  fove- 

rcign.  The  Barons  once  more  affefted  the  tone 
of  independence,  and  their  private  quarrels  were 
frequently  decided  in  a field  of  battle ; on  each 
fide  the  indignant  chiefs  colleded  their  partizans, 
and  maintained  their  exclufive  jurifdiftion  within 
relpedlive  territories  t The  fcenes  of  anarchy 
and  civil  commotion  from  which  France  had  been 
refcued  by  the  prudence  of  Flugh  Capet  and  his 
fucceflbrs,  were  again  prefentcd  in  every  province. 
But  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  which  had  been  de- 
' graded  by  the  follies  of  the  father,  was  reftored  by 
the  virtues  of  the  fon>  the  diftrefs  of  Philip 
compelled  him  to  aflbciate  to  the  throne,  Lewis, 
the  eldeft  iffue  of  his  marriage  with  Bertha : At 
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the  early  age  of  twenty  years  the  prince  difplayed 
a degree  of  prudence  which  is  feldom  attained, 
even  by  the  experience  of  mature  wifdom ; affa- 
ble, vigilant,  and  adlive,  he  commanded  the  re- 
fpedt  of  his  people  as  much  by  his  private  quali- 
ties as  by  his  public  mcafures.  With  a fmall  but 
wcll-difciplined  body  of  troops  he  continually  kept 
the  field,  and  over-awed  the  nobles  who  had  dif- 
dained  the  authority  of  his  father.  He  razed 
their  caftles,  redrefied  the  injuries  of  their  depen- 
dants, and  compelled  them  to  relinquifh  the  lands 
which  they  had  ravifhed  from  the  church.  The 
banks  of  the  Seine  and  the  Loire  alternately  ar- 
tefied  his  indefatigable  promptitude ; and  the  pre- 
fumption  of  a haughty  nobility  was  reprefTcd  and 
chaflifed.by  a cautious,  yet  enterprifing  prince. 
Early  affianced  to  the  daughter  of  Guy,  the  count 
of  Rochefort,  that  marriage  was  oppofed,  and  de- 
clared null  by  the  Roman  pontiff,  Pafeal  the  Se- 
cond. The  father  refented  the  facility  with  which 
Lewis  acquiefeed  in  the  determination  of  the 
pope } and  encouraged  by  Thibaud,  count  of 
Champagne,  erefted  the  ftandard  of  revolt,  plun- 
dered the  defenceJefs  traders  of  the  country,  and 
fecured  his  fpoils  in  the  caftle  of  Gournai. 

But  Lewis  was  not  to  be  infulted  ^ ^ 
with  impunity.;  with  the  troops  which  ”«<3.  >'04- 
he  could  moft  readily  affemblc,  he  advanced  to- 
voi..  I.  O wards 
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wards  Gournai,  paHed  the  river  at  the  head  of 
his  cavalry  in  pcrfon,  and  inverted  the  hortilc 
caftle.  The  confederates  determined  to  rilk  a 
battle  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fortrefe ; and  the 
counts  of  Rochefort  and  Champagne,  at  the  head 
of  their  numerous  friends,  preffed  towards  the 
Maine.  Lewis  having  fecured  his  camp  againrt 
the  fallies  of  the  befiegers,  hcfitated  not  to  en- 
counter the  fuperior  numbers  of  his  adverfaries. 
His  confidence  in  his  own  valour,  and  that  of 
his  foldiers,  was  confirmed  by  a fignal  viftory: 
The  formidable  confederacy  was  inftantly  diflblv-- 
ed ; and  Gournai,  which  had  furrcndercd  to  the 
prince,  was  transferred  by  the  viftor  to  a different 
family. 

However  the  abilities  of  Lewis  might  contri- 
bute to  his  own  glory,  and  to  the  re- 
A-P-II05.  father,  they  fubjefted  him 

to  the  hatred  and  perfecution  of  Bertrade  j his  ge- 
nius and  fortune  obrtrufted  the  royal  hopes  of  her 
own  fons,  whom  fhe  ftill  flattered  herfelf  might, 
if  that  prince  was  removed,  fucceed  to  the  throne. 
The  eafy  king  was  perfuaded  to  gratify  a miftrert 
whom  he  loved,  at  the  expence  of  a fon  whom  he 
muft  have  eftcemed  ; and  to  avoid  the  dangerous 
enmity  of  his  motlier-in-law,  Lewis  obtained  per- 
miffion  to  vifit  England.  He  was  received  by 
. Henry  (who  on  the  death  of  his  brother  William 
I Rufus 
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■Rufus  had  poflcfled  himfelf  of  the  fovcreignty  of 
that  ifland,  to  the  exclufion  of  William  of  Nor- 
mandy) with  every  mark  of  refpeft  : Even  here, 
If  we  can  credit  the  teftimony  of  concurring  hif- 
torians,  the  unabated  malice  of  Bertrade  purfued 
him ; and  by  a letter,  fubfcribcd  with  the  nam* 
of  Philip,  the  king  of  England  was  requefted  to 
retain  his  guetl  in  confinement,  or  extinguifli  the 
dread  of  his  return  by  death.  The  virtue  of 
Henry  Ipurned  at  a propofal,  which  infulted  his 
own  honour  j his  horror  of  the  crime  was  difplayed 
in  his  tender  regard  of  Lewis ; to  that  prince  he 
delivered  tlie  letter  which  contained  the  fatal 
fecret.  In  vain  did  the  injured  Lewis  demand  on 
his  return  that  juftice  to  which  he  was  fo  emi- 
nently entitled,  both  from  a father  and  a fovc- 
reign:  Thcfe  duties  were  overwhelmed  by  the 
fatal  paflion  for  Bertrade  j and  the  king  was  con- 
tent with  difowning  the  fignature,  without  en- 
deavouring to  difeover  or  to  punifh  the  authors  of 
the  impofture. 

But  the  rage  of  a difappointed  woman  was  not 
to  be  checked  by  fliame,  or  controlled  p 
by  the  dread  of  punifhment : Her 

former  attempt  fufficiently  evinced  how  equal  (he 
was  to  the  commifiion  of  the  moll  glaring  crime  ; 
' and  Ihe  confided  in  the  partiality  of  the  king  to 
fcrcen  her  from  the  fword  of  juftice,  or  the  refent- 
O a ment 
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mcnt  of  the  people;  A faithful  fervant  of  her 
guilt  adminiftered  to  her  paffions  by  the  effedts  of 
poifon  5 the  baneful  potion  was  fwallowed  by 
Lewis,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  conftitution  for  a 
long  time  feemed  overpowered  by  the  violence 
of  the  noxious  draught.  The  arts  of  medicine 
were  exhaufted  in  vain,  and  the  ableft  phyficians 
defpaired  of  his  life ; he  was  faved  by  the  fkill 
of  a ftranger:  But  thefe  re-iterated  inftances  of 
implacable  averfton  had  at  laft  triumphed  over 
his  patience,  and  he  prepared  to  defend  that  life 
by  arms,  which  he  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
fecure  by  fubmiflion  and  by  exile.  Beruade 
would  probably  have  fallen  a vidtim  to  the  juft 
vengeance  of  the  injured  hero,  had  fhe  not  a- 
verted  the  danger  by  the  fame  arts  as  Ihe  had  ac- 
quired her  dominion  over  Philip,  and  maintained 
her  afcendancy  over  the  count  of  Anjou.  Lewis 
was  not  infenfible  to  the  tears  of  repenting  beauty; 
he  confented  to  pardon ; and  Bertrade  ever  after- 
wards aftedled  to  declare,  with  how  much  fincc- 
rity  it  is  not  for  us  to  decide.  That  he,  and  he 
alone,  deferved  to  inherit  the  kingdom  which  he 
had  preferved. 

Philip  furvived  not  long  to  enjoy  the  tranquil- 
lity eftabliflied  by  this  event ; in  the  forty- feventh 
year  of  his  reign,  and  the  fifty-fifth  of  his  age, 
he  expired  at  Melun,  defpifed  by  his  fubjedts, 
'i  and 
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and  regretted,  perhaps,  only  by  Bertrade. 

Yet  his  charadter,  though  deficient  in  ■ • 

virtue,  was  not  deftitute  of  endearing  qualities; 
courteous,  generous,  and  compaflionate,  thofe  who 
had  immediate  accels  to  his  perfon,  forgot  in  the 
manners  of  the  man  the  vices  of  the  king.  By  Ber- 
tha, whofe  peace  he  ruined  and  whofe  heart  he 
broke,  Lewis  his  fucceflbr  was  his  only  remain- 
ing fon ; Henry  died  young ; and  a daughter, 
named  Conllantia,  was  firft  married  to  Huglf, 
count  of  Troyes,  and  afterwards  to  Bohemond, 
prince  of  Antioch.  His  children  by  the' celebra- 
ted Bertrade  were,  Philip,  count  of  Mante,  whofe 
eftates  were  confiicated  for  rebellion,  and  who  died 
without  iflue ; Florence,  who  left  only  a daughter ; 
and  Cecilia,  who  was  twice  married,  firft  to  T an- 
cred,  prince  of  Antioch,  and  next  to  Pons  de 
Touloufe,  count  of  Tripoli, 

Lewis  the  Sixth,  who,  from  his  corpulency  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  was  diftin-  P 
guiftied  by  the  furname  of  Grofs,  im-  ”<>9.  »"3- 
mediately  on  the  death  of  his  father  aflumed  the 
reins  of  government.  A fchifm  that  prevailed  in 
the  church  of  Rheims,  induced  the  king  to  fix 
his  coronation  at  Orleans,  and  to  receive  his  crown 
from  the  biftiop  of  that  city.  But  more  effedual 
mcafurcs  than  an  empty  ceremony  were  ncceflary 
to  eftablifti  his  authority ; and  the  nobles  feized 
the  opportunity  of  a new  reign,  to  aflert  again 
O 3 their 
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their  prctenfions : Thefe  were  once  more  humbled 
in  a field  of  batde;  and  the  impartial  fpirit  of 
juftice  which  the  monarch  difplayed,  gradually 
reconciled  his  fubjefts  to  his  fway.  Yet,  with  the 
lofty  title  of  king  of  France,  his  domain  fcarce 
equalled  that  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  j and  tlic 
territory  which  more  immediately  owned  him  as 
fovercign,  was  confined  to  Paris,  Orleans,  Ef- 
tampes,  Compeigne,  Melun,  Bourges,  and  a few 
other  places  too  inconfiderable  to  be  named. 

The  difaffeded  barons  had  been  privately  fup- 
^ P ported  by  Henry  of  England,  whofc 
uij,  1114.  companion  for  the  prince  was  loft  in 
his  jealoufy  of  the  king.  But  no  fooner  had 
Lewis  triumphed  over  the  mal-contents  than  he 
direded  his  attention  towards  Normandy ; Gi- 
fors  on  the  Eptc  was  the  objed  of  contention 
between  the  two  kings.  Lewis  demanded  that  the 
fortifications  fhould  be  razed,  which  Henry,  with- 
out retufing,  continually  eluded.  Their  difeon- 
tents  at  length  broke  out  in  open  hoftilities,  and 
the  monarchs,  in  perfon,  oppofed  each  other  in  the 
field.  Before  the  armies  joined,  Lewis  in  vain 
propofed  an  accommodation ; and  his  propofal  to 
decide  the  difpute  by  fingle  combat,  was  equally 
rejeded  by  Henry,  who  anfwered  with  a linile, 
" that  if  vidorious,  he  could  but  keep  a place  which 
“ he  already  poflefled,  without  fighting ; and  that 

“ the 
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**  the  king  of  France  hazarded  his  life  indeed  to 
“ attain  an  important  acquifition,  while  his  own 
**  would  be  ftakcd  againft  nothing.”  In  the  event 
of  the  day,  Henry  might  frequently  repent  of  a re- 
ply more  prudent  than  gallant ; and  the  forces  of 
Normandy  were  compelled  to  fly  before  thofe  of 
France.  Yet  the  viftor  and  the  vanquiihed  alike 
inclined  to  peace  ; and  the  homage  of  William, 
the  only  fon  of  Henry,  was  accepted  by  Lewis 
for  the  duchy  of  Normandy,  in  the  place  of  that 
of  his  father,  who  conftantly  rcfiifed  to  proftitutc 
the  dignity  of  his  crown  by  the  fcrvile  ceremony. 

The  nobles  of  France  had  fupported  Lewis 
in  his  war  with  Henry,  of  whofe  poATeinons  in 
Normandy  they  were  equally  jealous.  The  con- 
clulion  of  peace  was  the  fignal  again  of  revolt; 
and  the  life  of  the  king  in  fiiccellivc  battles,  was 
expofed  with  various  fuccefs.  The  caufe  of  the 
count  of  Champagne  was  embraced  by  the  king 
of  England  ; and  the  count  of  Anjou,  the  fon  of 
Fulk  and  Bcrtrade,  renounced  his  homage  to 
Henry,  and  joined  the  ftandard  of  France:  But 
the  French,  in  a decifive  battle,  were  doomed  to 
experience  the  reverfe  of  fortune.  The  victori- 
ous Normans  were  commanded  by  the  count  of 
Blois;  and  the  count  of  Flanders,  gallandy  flght- 
ing  in  the  caufe  of  his  fovereign,  was  thrown 
from  his  horfc  and  trampled  to  death.  Yet  the 
O 4 difputes 
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difputcs  of  the  two  monarchs  were  again  adjufted 
at  Gifors;  but  the  terms  were  prefcribcd  by- 
Henry,  and  were  fubmitted  to  with  reluftance  by 
Lewis  ; who  beheld  his  confederates,  the  count  of 
Anjou,  and  the  count  of  Brittany,  yield  homage 
to  the  conqueror  for  their  refpeftive  countries  of 
Maine  and  Brittany.  The  influence  of  Henry 
was  further  augmented  by  the  marriage  of  one  of 
his  daughters  to  Conan,  the  fon  of  the  duke  of 
Britanny ; his  other  daughter  was  already  married 
to  Henry  the  Fifth,  of  Germany;  and  his  fon 
William  now  efpoufed  the  daughter  and  heirefs  of 
the  count  of  Anjou. 

The  king  of  France,  equally  defirous  of  ex- 

^ P tending  his  connedions  and  providing 
1115,1119.  for  the  fuccelTion  of  the  crown,  de- 
manded and  obtained  the  hand  of  Adelaide,  the 
daughter  of  the  count  of  Savoy.  The  amiable 
qualities  of  that  princefs  endeared  her  to  the  no- 
bility, and  her  good  fenfe  and  diferetion  contri- 
buted to  fmooth  the  rugged  paths  which  Lewis, 
throughout  his  reign,  was  condemned  to  tread. 
The  fuccefs  of  Henry  ftiH  rankled  in  the  bofom 
of  that  monarch,  and  he  impatiently  waited  a 
favourable  opportunity  to  retrieve  his  glory, 
and  rc-eftablifli  his  authority.  With  pleafure 
he  liftened  to  the  fuppliant  voice  of  a young 
prince,  who,  having  in  vain  attempted  to  aroufe 
the  companion  of  other  monarclis,  fought  flieltcr 
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and  fupport  in  the  court  of  France.  This  prince 
was  William,  the  fon  of  Robert  of  Normandy, 
and  grandfon  of  the  conqueror ; whofe  filial  piety 
implored  the  humanity  of  Lewis  to  procure 
the  liberty  of  his  father,  a prifoner  to  his  brother 
Henry.  The  king  of  FTance  hefitated  not  long 
in  granting  a requeft,  recommended  by  the  power- 
ful motives  of  pity  and  intereft.  He  advifed 
William  to  engage  the  inclinations  of  the  nobles 
of  Normandy,  and  particularly  to  attach  to  his 
caufe  the  counts  of  Flanders  and  Anjou.  The 
negociations  of  the  young  prince  were  fuccefsful; 
and  Lewis,  apprized  of  the  fentiments  and  pre- 
parations of  the  confederates,  demanded  of  the 
king  of  England  the  liberty  of  his  brother  Ro- 
bert. A peremptory  refufal  was  the  fignal  of  re- 
volt to  the  Norman  chieftains ; the  indignant 
people  haftened  to  proclaim  William  their  duke, 
and  crowded  to  his  ftandard  j the  counts  of 
Flanders  and  Anjou  advanced  with  a formidable 
army  to  the  gates  of  Rouen ; and  the  mind  of 
Henry,  aftonilhed  at  the  defedion  of  Normandy, 
was  furprized  and  embarraffed  by  the  dread  of  do- 
meftic  confpiracy. 

Yet  amidfl;  the  dangers  which  on  every  fide 
prefented  themfelves,  amidfl;  fecret  difaffciflion 
and  open  rebellion,  the  intrigues  of  his  own  fub- 
jefls,  and  the  invafion  of  his  foreign  enemies,  the 
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king  of  England  difplayed  that  fortitude  which 
ever  diftinguilhed  his  charafter.  Inftead  of  con- 
defeending  to  folicit  an  ignominious  peace,  he 
difputed  every  inch  of  the  ground  with  unabated 
vigour j his  arms  were  feconded  by  his  intrigues; 
by  a liberal  diftribution  of  his  treafures,  he  de- 
tached the  count  of  Anjou  from  the  party  of  the 
confederates  ;<  in  a bloody  adtion,  the  count  of 
Flanders  Ihared  the  fate  of  his  father,  and  mor- 
tally wounded  in  the  face,  foon  after  expired. 
Alain,  duke  of  Brittany,  rulhed  to  the  alTiftance 
of  the  king  of  England ; and  the  youthful  William 
had  the  double  mortification  of  beholding  his 
enemies  encreafed,  and  his  friends  diminilhed. 
The  forces  of  France  were  ftill  entire,  and  Lewis 
was  not  inclined  readily  to  abandon  an  enterprife, 
in  which  his  honour  and  his  intereft  were  fo  deeply 
engaged.  As  he  advanced,  in  hopes  of  furprif- 
ing  Nojon,  he  himfelf  was  unexpedtedly  en- 
countered by  the  Englilh  army,  in  the  plains  of 
Brenneville ; his  van-guard,  commanded  by  Wil- 
liam, aftoniflied  yet  undaunted,  and  animated  by 
the  fpirit  of  the  gallant  youth  who  led  them, 
charged  with  refiftlefs  fury  j the  Englilh  troops 
who  oppofed  them,  were  broken  by  their  impe- 
tuous valour ; for  a moment,  Henry  defpaired 
of  his  crown  and  life ; ftruck  to  the  ground  by 
the  arm  of  a Norman  warrior,  he  yet  rofe  with  - 
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redoubled  ftrengthj  and  levelled  at  his  feet  his 
daring  adverfary.  His  perfeverlng  courage  rc- 
ftored  order  to  his  troops,  and  encreafed  the  con- 
fufion  of  his  enemies,  already  fcattered  by  the 
hunger  of  fpoil,  and  by  the  ralh  impatience  of 
their  king.  The  fortune  of  the  day  was  changed  . 
by  the  indiferetion  of  the  leader  and  the  avarice 
of  his  followers}  and  Lewis  was  gladjo  exchange 
his  proud  hopes  of  viftory  for  the  fecurity  of 
flight:  On  foot  he  efcaped  with  difiiculty  to  the 
friendly  and  neighbouring  walk  of  Andeli}  and 
rclinquiflied  to  his  rival  the  glory  of  a field,  of 
which  he  had  been  defrauded  by  his  own  raflir 
nefs. 

The  French  army  had  united  under 

A.D.ji»o. 

the  walls  of  Andeli;  but  the  ftrength 
of  the  confederates  was  impaired  by  the  defection 
of  the  count  of  Anjou  and  the  death  of  the 
count  of  Flanders.  The  proffered  mediation  of 
the  Roman  pontiff  was  gladly  accepted;  and 
Henry,  after  glorioufly  concluding  a war  which 
threatened  to  fubvert  his  throne,  dictated  the 
terms  of  peace,  and  repaffed  the  feas,  to  repofc 
after  his  fatigues,  and  difplay  his  triumph  in 
England.  But  the  exultation  of  viiftory  was  foon 
overwhelmed  by  a calamity,  as  fevere  as  it  was 
unexpedled.  He  had  left  behind  him  his  fon  Wil- 
liam, the  heir  of  his  crown  and  virtues,  to  receive 
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the  homage  of  the  Norman  nobles.  Tlie  veflcl 
In  wliich  the  young  prince  embarked  to  rejoin  his 
father,  was,  through  the  negligence  of  the  pibt, 
wrecked  near  Barfleur,  on  the  coaft  of  Norman- 
dy; and  William,  with  Richard,  a natural  foji  of 
Henry,  and  a train  of  gallant  nobles,  fatally  pe- 
rifhed.  In  the  midft  of  public  diftrefs,  Henry 
had  difplayed  the  undaunted  refolution  which  be- 
came a hero  and  a king;  In  this  private  and 
irreparable  lofs,  the  feelings  of  a father  were 
equally  confpicuous;  and  from  the  moment  that 
he  received  the  fatal  intelligence,  his  countenance 
invariably  acknowledged  the  fettled  forrow  which 
opprefled  his  foul. 

The  hopes  of  William  of  Normandy 
1110, 1113.  revived  by  the  fate  of  the  fon  of 

Henry;  and  the  nobility  of  that  'country  were 
ready  to  receive  with  open  arms,  a prince  whom 
they  now  confidered  as  the  laft  reprefentative  of 
their  ancient  dukes.  The  treafures  of  France  were 
by  the  policy  of  Lewis,  devoted  to  his  fervice; 
and  the  count  of  Anjou  beftowed  on  him  his  fe- 
cond  daughter  Sybilla,  with  the  county  of  Maine ; 
H is  eldeft  had  proved  barren  in  the  embraces 
of  the  Englifh  prince ; and  the  premature  death 
of  her  conforr,  diflblvcd  the  alliance  which  Fulk 
had  contrafted  with  the  king  of  England.  That 
rnonarch  was  awakened  from  the  lethargy  of  grief 
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by  the  tremendous  found  of  war;  and  the  power- 
ful confederates  were  foon  admonifhed  by  the 
negociations  of  a ftatefman^  and  the  enterprifing 
fpirit  of  a warrior,  that  afflidtion  had  not  enfee- 
bled his  mind,  or  cooled  his  ardour.  He  had 
raifed  to  the  throne  of  England,  as  his  fecond 
wife,  the  niece  of  pope  Callixtus  the  Second : The 
Roman  pontiff,  under  the  pretence  of  confan- 
guinity,  declared  void  the  marriage  between  Wil- 
ham  and  Sybilla;  and  that  unfortunate  prince  was 
compelled  to  abandon,  with  his  wife,  the  pro- 
vince of  Maine.  His  expedlation  in  Normandy 
proved  equally  fallacious;  the  confpirators,  be- 
fore they  could  alTemble  their  adherents,  were  fur- 
prifed  by  the  arrival,  and  reduced  by  the  adtivity 
of  Henry,  whofe  voice  excited  the  emperor  of 
Germany  to  arms,  and  menaced  France  with  the 
terrors  of  foreign  invafion. 

In  the  temped  which  threatened  to  overturn 
his  throne,  the  internal  refources  of 
Lewis  were  difplayed.  The  vaffals  -"H- 
of  the  crown  crowded  to  his  ftandard;  and  the 
celebrated  Oriflame,  the  banner  of  St.  Denys,  was 
firft  unfurled  on  this  memorable  occafiob.  The 
German  emperor  was  compelled  to  retire  before 
an  army  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men,  confident 
in  their  numbers  and  zealous  in  the  fcrvice  of 
their  country;  but  when  Lewis  would  have  led 
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this  formidable  hoft  to  encounter  the  king  of 
England,  and  to  eRablifli  the  fon  of  Robert  in 
the  duchy  of  Normandy,  his  flattering  hopes  of 
conqucft  were  difllpated  by  the  anfwer  of  the 
jealous  barons.  They  prudently  diftinguifhcd  be- 
tween the  caufe  of  the  kingdom  and  the  king ; 
and  declared  they  would  not  contribute  to  opprefs 
the  king  of  England,  whofe  pofleflion  of  Nor- 
mandy they  regarded  as  necelTary  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  their  own  fccurity.  The  death  of  the 
emperor  of  Germany  on  the  part  of  Henrj', 
the  invincible  averfion  of  his  nobles,  fufpicious  of 
his  intentions,  on  the  fide  of  Lewis,  difpofed  the 
two  monarchs  mutually  to  a peace,  which  they 
nominally  kept,  and  conftantly  violated,  in  the 
caufe  of  their  vaflfals  and  allies. 

Charles  of  Denmark  had  fucceeded  his  coufin 
jj  Baldwin,  who  periflied  in  an  aftion 
1114,11*8.  vvith  the  Bretons  before  Eu,  in  the 
principality  of  Flanders.  Charles  fell  a vidim  to 
the  difeontents  of  his  fubjeds,  and  was  himfelf 
alTaflinated  at  Bruges.  The  vacant  country  was 
claimed  by  Baldwin,  earl  of  Mons;  and  Thierri, 
count  of  Alface  : The  king  of  France  was  deter- 
mined to  beftow  it  on  the  fon  of  Robert  of  Nor- 
mandy ; and  the  king  of  England  prepared  to 
fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  count  of  Alface. 
To  fecure  the  neutrality  of  the  count  of  Anjou, 
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he  married  his  daughter  Maude,  the  widow  of 
Henry  the  Fifth,  of  Germany,  to  Geoffrey  Plan- 
tagenet,  the  fon  of  that  nobleman,  and  perfuaded 
the  count  himfelf  to  embark  for  the  Holy  Land, 
to  receive  the  crown  of  Jerufalem.  Thus  fecurc 
from  any  interruption  on  that  fide,  he  excited  the 
earl  of  Champagne,  to  arm  in  the  caufe  of  Thi- 
erri : The  rival  princes  encountered  each  other 
near  Alortj  the  valour  of  the  Norman  tri- 
umphed over  his  adverfary;  but  even  in  the 
moment  of  viclory  his  adverfe  genius  prevailed. 
In  the  aclionhe  was  wounded  in  the  hand;  a mor- 
tification terminated  a life  invariably  unfortu- 
nate ; and  the  death  of  William  was  attended  with 
the  fubmiflion  of  Flanders,  which  confented  to 
acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  count  of  Alface. 

The  domeftic  misfortunes  of  Henry  had  em- 
bittered the  happinefs  of  his  life;  and  ^ ^ 
Lewis,  in  his  turn,  was  alfo  doomed  to  ' 
tafte  of  the  cup  of  affiiftion.  He  had  fcarce  aflb- 
ciated  his  eldeft  fon  Philip  to  the  throne,  before 
he  was  fummoned  to  weep  over  his  tomb : A fall 
from  his  horfe  proved  fetal  to  the  young  prince; 
and  the'  favourable  expeftations  of  a future  reign, 
which  had  been  raifed  by  his  early  virtues,  were 
blafted  by  his  premature  death.  The  lofs  of  Phi- 
lip was  followed  by  the  coronation  of  Lewis,  who 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years  received  the  crown 
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from  the  hands  of  pope  Innocent  the  Seccnd. 
The  fudden  manner  in  which  this  ceremony  was 
performed,  is  accounted  for  by  the  cabals  of  the 
nobles,  impatient  of  the  king’s  rigorous  admi- 
niftration  and  rigid  virtue,  and  even  defirous  of 
transferring  the  fceptre  to  another  family. 

Yet  the  benefits  refulting  from  an  inflexible  ad- 
^ jj  hercnce  to  juftice,  and  an  invariable 
1130,1137.  zeal  for  the  laws,  coukl  not  fail  at 
length  to  reconcile  his  fubjefts  to  the  aullere  in- 
tegrity of  their  fovereign.  The  great  vafTals  of 
the  crown,  convinced  that  the  views  of  Lewis  were 
honourable,  were  induced  to  place  that  confidence 
in  him  which  they  had  hitherto  withheld  from 
his  predeceflbrs ; even  Thibaud,  count  of  Cham- 
pagne, relinquifhed  his  connexions  with  Henry, 
and  attached  himfelf  to  the  king  of  France  with 
a fidelity  which  nothing  could  (hake.  In  the  en- 
joyment of  that  tranquillity  which  he  had  fo  long  • 
dcfired  and  fo  lately  attained,  the  health  of  Lewis 
vifibly  declined,  and  his  life  was  threatened  by 
the  excelTive  corpulency  from  which  he  had  de- 
rived the  furname  of  Grofs.  In  Hourly  cxpeXation 
ofhisdiflfolution,  he  drew  his  ring  from  his  finger, 
and  as  he  delivered  it  to  his  fon,  conjured  him  to 
rccolleX,  that  the  fovereign  power  with  which  it 
invefted  him,  was  a public  truft  devolved  on  him 
by  Providence  j and  for  the  cxercife  of  which,  he 
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muft  be  accountable  in  a future  ftate.  Some  fa- 
vourable fymptoms  of  returning  health  were  re- 
ceived by  the  univerfal  acclamations  of  the  peo- 
ple ; and  before  his  death  he  had  the  fatisfaftion  of 
beholding  his  fon  united  to  Eleanor,  the  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  the  duke  of  Guienne  and  Aqui- 
tain.  The  marriage  was  celebrated  at  Bourdeaux, 
and  the  young  princefs  was  folemnly  crowned 
queen  of  France.  But  the  king  himfclf  had 
fcarce  time  to  embrace  his  daughter-in-law,  be- 
fore he  funk  beneath  the  prelTure  of  difeafe,  and 
expired  at  Paris,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign 
and  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age.  His  character 
has  been  deferibed  in  a few  words,  more  favour- 
able to  his  private  than  his  public  qualities:  He 
might  have  made  a better  king,  he  could  not 
prove  a better  man. 
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Chapter  the  Seventh. 


ACCESSION  OF  LEWIS  THE  SEVENTH,  SURNAMED  THE 

YOUNG. CHARACTERS  OF  HIS  MINISTERS,  ST. 

BERNARD  AND  SUGER. AT  THE  INSTIGATION 

OF  THE  FORMER,  HE  ASSUMES  THE  CROSS,  AND 

Marches  to  the  relief  of  the  holy  land.-— 

HIS  defeat  and  return. HE  DIVORCES  HIS 

WIFE  ELEANOR. HIS  WARS  WITH  HENRY  THE 

SECOND,  KING  OF  ENGLAND. CHARACTER  AND 

DEATH  OF  THOMAS  BECKETT,  ARCHBISHOP  OF 
CANTERBURY'. DEATH  OF  LEWIS  THE  SEVENTH. 


Lewi S the  seventh,  although  at 
the  demife  of  his  father  but  eighteen 
years  old,  and  who  retained  the  furname  of  Toung 
even  in  the  more  mature  period  of  age,  alTumed 
the  reins  of  government.  The  alFedtions  of  the 
nobility  had  been  conciliated,  or  their  arrogance 
humbled,  by  the  addrefs  or  arms  of  his  prcdeceflbr; 
but  the  vigour  and  wifdom  which  had  awed  or  in- 
fluenced them  were  no  more ; and  the  acceflion  of 
an  inexperienced  youth  flattered  their  turbulent 
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cxpeftations  with  an  xra.  of  licenfe  and  anarchy. 
To  rcprcfs  their  exceflcs,  the  king  retired  to  Or- 
leans and  prepared  to  aflemble  his  forces;  but  even 
the  Commons,  who  had  invariably  fupported  the 
authority  of  his  father,  oppofed  with  feditious  cla- 
mours his  decrees,  and  were  appeafed  with  danger 
and  difficulty.  Amidft  a fcene  of  revolt  and  dif- 
' affedlion,  the  king  remained  firm  and  undaunted; 
,and  the  difcontented  barons  were  rather  intimi- 
dated by  the  fortitude  he  difplayed,  than  reduced 
by  the  troops  he  had  colleded. 

Whatever  calamities  menaced  France  from  her 
internal  diffentions,  the  delicate  fituation  of  affairs 
in  England  delivered  her  from  the  dread  of  an  in- 
veterate and  formidable  enemy.  On  the  death  of 
Henry  the  Firft,  his  vacant  throne  was  occupied 
by  Stephen,  count  of  Boulogne,  the  brother  of 
Thibaud,  count  of  Champagne,  and  nephew  of 
the  deceafed  monarch.  The  Englifh  had  pre- 
ferred the  martial  fpirit  of  a popular  general  to  the 
unfteady  counfels  of  a capricious  woman,  and  the 
feeble  name  of  an  infant.  Matilda,  and  her  fon 
Henry  Plantagenct,  the  daughter  and  grandfon  of 
Henry  the  Firft,  in  vain  urged  their  pretenfions ; 
they  were  compelled  to  yield  to  the  headlong 
rage  of  the  torrent,  and  to  Ihclter  themfelves  in 
Anjou. 

Normandy,  long  united  to  England,  fubmitted 
P 2 to 
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^ jj  to  her  influence,  and  acknowledged  the 
1140,1144.  authority  of  Stephen.  His  fon  Eu- 
rtace,  as  the  reprefentative  of  his  father,  difeharged 
in  perfon  the  homage  due  to  the  crown  of  France, 
and  received  the  hand  of  Conftance,  the  After  of 
the  king.  But  this  alliance  could  not  reftrain  the 
turbulent  difpofition  of  Thibaud,  count  of  Cham- 
pagne, and  uncle  of  Euftace.  The  Chapter  of 
Bourges  had  elected,  without  waiting  the  appro- 
bation of  their  fovereign,  Pierre  de  le  Chatre  to 
the  vacant  archiepifcopal  fee.  The  indignant  mo- 
narch, determined  to  vindicate  his  infulted  au- 
thority, commanded  the  Chapter  to  proceed  to  a 
new  eleftion ; but  the  clergy  firmly  maintained 
their  choice.  The  Roman  pontiff  efpoufed  the 
caufe  of  Pierre  de  Ic  Chatre ; and  he  himfelf, 
protefted  by  the  count  of  Champagne,  to  whofe 
court  he  had  efcaped,  launched  the  thunders  of  ec- 
clefiaftical  vengeance  againft  that  part  of  the  royal 
domain  which  was  comprifed  within  the  limits  of 
his  archbilhoprick.  The  brand  of  difeord  was 
kindled  by  this  hafty  fpark  > and  the  flame  was 
fed  by  another  incident  which  equally  difplayed 
the  dangerous  and  encroaching  Ipirit  of  the  court 
of  Rome,  nouriflied  the  arrogance  of  the  count 
of  Champagne,  and  provoked  the  refentment  of 
the  king  of  France. 

Rodolph, 
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Rodolph,  count  of  Vermandois,  whofe  pcrfonal 
merit  was  rendered  ftill  more  confpicuous  by  his 
illuftrious  birth,  and  who  had  fuccefllvely  prefided 
over  the  councils  of  Lewis  and  his  father,  had  di- 
vorced from  his  bed,  on  the  common  and  conve- 
nient pretence  of  confanguinity,  his  wife,  the  near 
relation  of  the  count  of  Champagne  ^ and  had 
efpoufed  Petronilla,  the  daughter  of  the  late  duke 
of  Aquitain,  and  the  younger  lifter  of  the  queen 
of  France.  The  mind  of  Thibauld  was  deeply 
wounded  by  the  indignity  offered  to  his  family ; 
the  Roman  pontiff  readily  embraced  the  c aufe  of 
the  proteftor  of  Pierre  de  le  Chatre ; he  declared 
the  marriage  of.  Petronilla  void,  and  denounced 
the  penalty  of  excommunication  againft  Rodolph, 
unlefs  he  recalled  to  his  bed  his  wife,  whom  he  had 
divorced.  But  Lewis,  doubly  interefted  in  the 
fate  of  his  kinfman,  was  not  to  be  difmayed  by 
the  terrors  of  fpiritual  cenfurej  with  a formid- 
able army  he  entered  the  territories  of  Thibaud, 
and  compelled  that  haughty  prince  to  fue  for 
peace : As  the  means  of  obtaining  it,  he  promifed 
to  intercede  with  the  pope  to  revoke  the  excom- 
munication of  the  count  of  Vermandois,  and 
the  interdidl:  which  Pierre  de  le  Chatre  had 
pronounced  againft  the  royal  domain  in  the  arch- 
bifhoprick  of  Bourges.  Yet  the  king  had  fcarce 
retired  within  his  own  dominions  before  he  was 
P 3 again 
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again  aflailed  by  the  hoftilc  weapons  of  the  apofto- 
lical  chair ; and  enraged  at  the  deceit  of  Thibamf, 
the  finccrity  of  whofe  fubmifTion  he  juftly  fuf- 
pefted,  he  determined  to  avenge  on  the  mifcrable 
inhabitants  of  Champagne,  the  perfidy  of  their 
reftlcfs  prince.  The  country  on  every  fide  was 
blafted  at  his  approach  i and  tlie  tempeft  of  his 
indignation  burft  with  accumulated  violence  on 
the  town  of  Vitri ; The  waters  of  the  Maine  were 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  a wretched  and  defence- 
lefs  people;  and  thirteen  hundred  perfons  are  re- 
ported to  have  perifhed  in  the  Rames  which  con- 
fumed  the  church  of  Vitri. 

The  emotions  of  rage  and  refentment  had  at 
firft  occupied  the  foul  of  Lewis ; To 
A.  .1145-  thefe  fucceeded  companion  and  repent- 
ance; and  the  monarch  turned  with  horror  from 
the  fanguinary  feene,  the  confequence  of  his  own 
unbridled  paflions.  He  reconciled  himfclf  to  the 
count  of  Champagne  ; he  acknowledged  Pierre 
as  the  archbilhop  of  Bourges ; and,  confident  with 
the  devotion  of  a fuperftitious  age,  he  determined 
to  merit  the  abfolution  of  his  crime  by  the  afliimp- 
tion  of  the  holy  crofs.  Two  minifters  at  that 
time  divided  the  confidence,  and  ruled  with  equal 
influence,  but  different  counfels,  the  mind  of 
Lewis ; the  veneration  for  each  was  encreafed 
by  the  fandUty  of  their  mutual  profefTion ; 
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and  born  and  educated  in  the  cloyfter,  their  abi- 
lities were  transferred  to  the  palace  and  the  throne. 
Both  pofleffed  the  fingular  qualities  of  unfeigned 
piety  and  unfhaken  integrity.  Siiger,  abbot  of 
St.  Denys,  mean  in  his  birth  and  meaner  in  his 
perfon,  difplayed  a comprehenfivc  judgment  free 
from  the  clouds  of  enthufiafm,  and  regarded  the 
political  horizon  with  the  eye  of  a penetrating 
• ftatefman  ; he  carneftly  admonilhed  Lewis  to  be 
fatisfied  with  the  more  prudent  contributions  of 
men  and  money ; and  by  his  prefence  at  home  to 
fecure  the  tranquillity  of  his  hereditary  domi- 
nions. His  moderate  exhortations  were  over- 
whelmed by  the  torrent  of  his  rival’s  eloquence, 
and  his  fagacity  was  inefFeftually  exercifed  in 
foretelling  the  evils  which  he  was  not  permitted  to 
avert.  The  fatal  triumph  was  due  to  the  fervid  zeal, 
the  vehement  tone  and  geftures  of  Bernard,  abbot 
of  Clairvaux,  in  the  county  of  Champagne : De- 
feended  from  a noble  family  of  Burgundy,  he  had 
buried  himfelf,  at  the  pleafureable  age  of  twenty- 
three,  in  the  auftere  folitude  of  monadic  retire- 
rnent  j but  his  virtues  were  not  to  be  concealed 
within  the  walls  of  his  convent,  and  the  holy  ap- 
pellation of  faint  was  an  honourable  teftimony  to 
the  blamelels  tenor  of  his  life..  In  fpcech,  in 
writing,  and  in  aftion,  he  flood  high  above  his 
rivals  and  contemporaries;  his  fame  was  enhanced 
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by  his  ftedfaft  refufal  of  all  ecclefiaftical  dignities ; 
he  was  confultcd  as  the  oracle  of  Europe  j and 
princes  and  pontiffs  trembled  at  the  freedom  of 
his  apoftolical  cenfures.  His  glowing  colours  de- 
pictured the  meritorious  piety,  the  eternal  rewards 
which  attended  the  holy  warfare ; and  the  flame 
of  fanaticifm  which  he  kindled  in  the  bofom  of 
the  king,  was  only  to  be  cxtinguiflied  by  the 
blood  of  the  infidels.  His  victory  over  Lewis 
was  followed'  by  the  more  difficult  conquefl:  of 
Conrad,  emperor  of  Germany,  and  of  Frederick 
duke  of  Swabia,  his  nephew  and  fucceflbr ; and  at 
the  pathetic  voice  of  St.  Bernard,  profufe  of  fuc- 
cefs  and  divine  favour,  the  myriads  of  Europe 
were  again  aroufed  to  the  defence  of  the  holy 
fepulchre. 

In  the  parliament  of  Vezelay,  Lewis  the  Seventh 
with  his  queen  and  nobles,  received 
’ their  crofles  from  the  hand  of  the  ab- 
bot of  Clairvaux.  The  diftrefs  of  Paleftine  de- 
manded the  immediate  prefence  of  the  devout 
warriors } and  the  falling  fortunes  of  the  Latins, 
could  only  be  propped  by  the  immenfe  prepara- 
tions for  the  fecond  crufade.  The  city  of  Edefla 
had  been  recovered  from  the  Chriftians  by  the 
valour  of  Zenghi,  a Turkifli  chief,  who  ruled 
with  independent  authority  the  Afiatic  kingdoms 
of  Moful  and  Aleppo } and  the  conqueft  which 
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had  been  atchieved  by  the  father,  was  protefted 
by  the  fame  and  fortune  of  his  fon.  The  name 
of  Noureddin,  the  Light,  ftill  gleams  through  the 
darknefs  of  Afiatic  hiftory ; and  its  meridian  glory 
cclipfcd  the  faint  luftre  of  the  unworthy  fucedfors 
of  Godfrey.  The  throne  of  Jerufalem  was  then 
occupied  by  the  inexperienced  youth  of  Baldwin 
the  Third,  and  his  tender  years  wc'e  protefted 
by  the  counfels  of  his  mother  Melifenda ; while 
the  principalities  of  Antioch  and  Tripoli  obeyed 
the  authority  of  the  two  Raymonds,  of  Poitiers 
and  Touloufe. 

The  forces  which  aflembled  under  the  (landard 
of  the  king  of  France,  have  been  com- 
puted at  the  almoft  incredible  number  of  " 
feventy  thoufand  cavalry  and  one  hundred  thoufand 
infantry.  The  reins  of  government  were,  during 
his  abfcnce,  entrufted  to  Rodolph,  count  of  Ver- 
mandois,  and  to  Suger,  abbot  of  St.  Denys,  whole 
counfels  he  had  rejefled,  but  whofe  prudence  and 
judgment  he  efteemed.  At  the  head  of  this  un- 
wieldy hoft,  Lewis  traverfed  fuccefsfully  the  Plains 
pf  Hungary,  and  encamped  under  the  walls  of 
Conftantinople.  In  the  interview  with  Manuel 
Comnenus,  the  feat  of  the  French  monarch  was 
a low  ftool,  before  the  throne  of  the  emperor  of 
the  Eaft ; but  Lewis  loon  after  aderted  his  op- 
prefled  dignity  j and  when  he  had  tranljrarted  his 
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army  beyond  the  Bofphorus,  declined  the  offer 
of  a lecond  conference,  unlefs  his  brother  would 
meet  him  on  equal  terms,  either  on  the  fea  or 
land.  From  the  fliores  of  the  Bofphorus,  Lewis 
advanced  through  a country  inhabited  by  profeifed 
friends  and  fecret  enemies.  The  Greeks  beheld 
with  terror  the  innumerable  fwarms  which  had 
poured  from  the  weft  j and  the  gates  of  the  cities, 
both  of  Europe  and  Afia,  were  clofely  barred 
againft  the  crufaders.  The  fcanty  pittance  of  food 
was  let  down  in  bafkets  from  the  walls ; the  pafles 
were  fortified,  the  bridges  broken  down,  and  the 
ftragglers  pillaged  and  murdered.  The  impetuous 
pafTions  of  Manuel  Comnenus  had  been  aroufed 
by  the  numbers  and  martial  fpirit  of  the  pilgrims 
of  the  Weft,  who  violated  the  majefty,  and  en- 
dangered tire  fafety  of  the  empire ; and  the  prince 
and  the  people  combined  to  difeourage  the  formid- 
able emigration  of  their  Chriftian  brethren  by  every 
fpecies  of  injury  and  oppreflion. 

The  emulation  of  the  Germans  had  induced 
them  to  prefs  forward  to  the  feene  of  adtion  ; the 
lingering  fteps  of  the  French  had  been  retarded  by 
jealoufy ; their  jundlion  might  have  commanded 
fuccefs,  their  divifion  enfured  defeat.  At  Nice, 
Lewis  met  Conrad,  his  rival  in  the  pious  warfare, 
returning  wounded  from  a glorious  but  unfortu- 
nate combat  on  the  banks  of  the  Maeander,  and 
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reduced  to  exchange  the  proud  dream  of  conqueft 
for  a fecure  paflage  to  Paleftine  by  Sea,  in  fome 
veflels  which  he  borrowed  from  the  Greeks.  Yet 
the  misfortunes  of  the  Germans  ferved  not  to 
abate  the  fwelling  hopes  of  the  Franks;  and  Lewis, 
without  experience  or  caution,  advanced  through 
the  fame  country  to  a fimilar  fate.  The  van- 
guard, with  the  ’ Oriflame  of  St.  Denys,  had 
rulhed  forward  with  inconfiderate  fpeed ; and  the 
king,  who  commanded  the  rear,  when  he  arrived 
in  the  evening  camp,  could  no  longer  difeern  his 
companions  through  the  gloom  of  the  night.  In- 
ftead  of  the  friendly  voices  of  their  countrymen, 
the  French  were  aftonilhed  and  difmayed  by  the 
diflbnant  and  hoftile  Ihouts  of  the  Turks:  Their 
terror  and  diforder  were  encreafed  by  the  dark- 
nefs  which  involved  them;  and  they  were  encom- 
palTcd  and  overwhelmed  by  the  innumerable  holl 
of  the  infidels.  The  king  himfelf  had  difplayed 
his  valour  in  the  foremoft  ranks,  and  owed  his 
fafety  to  the  darknefs  of  the  night  and  the  prow- 
efs  of  his  own  arm.  In  the  general  difeomfiture 
he  had  climbed  up  a tree,  and  on  the  dawn  of 
day  he  efcaped  alive,  but  alnioft  alone,  to  the 
camp  of  the  van-guard.  The  condition  of  this 
part  of  the  army  could  afford  to  Lewis  but  little 
confolation ; the  minds  of  the  foldiers  were  de- 
prelfed  by  the  irreparable  lofe  of  their  compa- 
I nions; 
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nions;  the  fame  fate  feemed  to  impend  over 
them;  their  fainting  fteps  v/erc  purfued  by  the 
fcrociouB  myriads  of  the  Turks,  inflamed  by  vic- 
tory and  infatiate  of  blood : Their  fears  were  aug- 
mented by  their  ignorance  of  the  country;  and  the 
majority  of  the  guides,  which  they  had  brought 
from  Laodicea,  had  periflied  in  the  late  difadcr- 
ous  adion.  After  a march,  mtinorable  for  every 
fpecies  of  diftrefs,  they  beheld  with  tranfport  the 
welcome  towers  of  Salia,  and  haftened  to  Ihel- 
tep  themfelvcs  within  the  friendly  walls.  The 
fight  of  the  ocean  relieved  them  from  the  dread 
of  future  dangers  by  land ; and  I ,ewis  was  con- 
tent to  embark  in  that  fea-port,  the  wretched 
remnant  of  his  hoft  that  could  be  fupplied  with 
vclfels,  and  diredl  his  courfe  for  Antioch.  He 
was  received  with  open  arms  by  Raymond  of 
Poiftiers,  who  ruled  that  principality  with  inde- 
pendent authority : But  to  public  calamity  fuc- 
ceeded  the  pang  of  domeftic  mifery ; and  it  could 
not  be  concealed  from  the  eye  of  a tender  huf- 
band,  that  the  fidelity  of  his  queen  Eleanor  had 
been  facrificed  to  repay  the  hofpitality  of  Ray- 
mond. 

From  this  feene  of  his  difhonour  Lewis,  accom- 
panied by  his  reludant  queen,  hoifted 
fail  for  Jerufalem,  and  rejoined  in  the 
facred  city  the  former  rival  of  his  glory,  the 
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prefcnt  partner  of  his  diftrcfs.  Yet  the  ardour 
of  the  emperor  and  the  king  was  not  totally  ex- 
tinguiflied  ; their  zeal  was  revived -by  the  fight  of 
the  holy  fepulchre;  and  with  the  ftiattered  re- 
mains of  their  forces  and  the  troops  of  Baldwin 
the  Third,  king  of  Jerufalem,  they  determined  to 
form  the  fiege  of  Damafcus.  Strong  in  itfelf, 
and  in  the  valour  and  number  of  its  garrifon,  the 
city^  was  ftill  more  efFeftually  protefted  by  the  . 
arts  of  corruption,  and  the  mutual  jealoufies  of 
the  befiegers.  The  chriftians  of  the  eaft  lif- 
tened  with  difguft  to  the  rumour,  that  Damafcus, 
when  taken,  would  be  the  reward  of  the  count 
of  Flanders ; Their  envy  induced  them  to  betray 
the  caufe  in  which  they  had  embarked;  the  con- 
voys were  furprifed ; the  works  were  infulted ; 
and  Conrad  and  Lewis  were  at  length  compelled 
to  relinquilh  the  hopelefs  cnterprife,  and  with 
the  perfonal  fame  of  pier/  and  courage  they  prepa- 
red to  return  to  Europe.  From  a port  in  Syria, 
the  king  of  France  (leered  towards  Calabria; 
but  his  feeble  fquadron  was  oppreffed  by  the  nu- 
merous fleets  of  the  Greeks ; and  the  monarch 
himfelf  was  perhaps  refcued  from  captivity  by 
the  accidental  encounter  of  the  naval  forces  of 
Sicily,  commanded  by  their  celebrated  Admiral 
George.  From  Calabria,  direfting  his  footftcps 
to  Rome,  after  a perfonal  conference  with  the 
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pontiff,  Eugenius  the  Third,  and  lamenting  the 
difgrace  of  the  Chriftian  arms,  he  arrived  in  his 
own  capital,  from  which  he  had  been  fo  fatally  de- 
luded by  the  vifionary  profpedl  of  Afiatic  con- 
queft. 

The  frantic  zeal  of  Lewis  had  deeply  wounded 
the  internal  ftrength  and  profperity  of  his  king- 
dom; while  he  wandered  with  a fanatic  crowd 
over  the  plains  of  Afia,  in  purfuit  of  a phantom 
which  only  lured  him  to  deflrudion,  the  abfence 
of  the  numbers  who  followed  his  devious  foot- 
fteps  were  fenfibly  felt  and  lamented  in  France. 
The  plough-fhare  of  the  hufbandman  had  been 
exchanged  for  the  fword ; and  in  every  province 
the  lands  prefented  a dreary  waftej  the  caftles 
and  buildings  a pile  of  ruins;  and  the  wailing 
voice  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan  was  inceflant- 
ly  heard.  The  return  of  the  monarch,  inftead  of 
being  adorned  with  the  fpoils  of  Afia,  was  accotn- 
panied  by  fhame  and  difappointment ; and  the  in- 
numerable hoft  he  had  led  forth,  was  dwindled  to 
a llender  train  of  martial  followers.  Yet  he  was 
received  by  the  loud  and  heart-felt  acclamations 
of  his  people ; and  the  misfortunes  of  his  enter- 
prife  were  loft  in  the  moment  of  tranfport.  Far 
different  was  the  forlorn  fituation  of  St.  Bernard ; 
his  own  prudence,  and  the  example  of  Peter  the 
Hermit,  had  induced  him  to  reject  the  command 

of 


D^itized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE, 


223 


of  the  armies  which  had  been  proffered  to  him ; 
within  the  walls  of  his  convent  he  had  anxioudy 
awaited  the  effects  of  the  enthufiafm  which  he  had 
kindled,  and  the  event  of  the  prediftions  which  he 
had  hazarded ; all  was  gloomy  and  hopelcfs,  and 
the  fuccedive  tidings  from  Paleftine,  alarmed, 
aftcnifhed,  and  overwhelmed  the  unfortunate 
abbot.  By  the  voice  of  an  indignant  people,  he 
was  loudly  accufcd  as  a falfc  prophet,  the  author 
of  the  public  and  private  mourning  ; his  enemies 
exulted,  his  friends  bluffed,  and  his  apology  was 
flow  and  unfatisfaftory.  In  vain  he  urged  the  im- 
plicit obedience  which  was  due  to  the  commands 
of  the  pope;  in  vain  he  accufcd  the  failings  and 
vices  of  the  pilgrims,  as  the  fource  of  their  own 
misfortunes.  His  predictions'  had  been  bold  and 
unqualified;  the  devout  adventurers  had  been 
allured  by  the  promife  that  they  ffould  fatiate 
their  thirft  of  fpoil  and  conqueft : The  cup  that 
was  prefented  to  them  was  filled  with  the  bitter 
ingredients  of  defeat  and  diftrefs ; and  the  Orien- 
tals, who  confided  in  -the  Koran,  had  triumph- 
ed over  the  Chriftians  of  the  weft,  with  whofe 
names  and  military  forces  they  had  been  fo  often 
threatened. 

But  if  the  clamours  of  France  might  fo  juftly 
accufe  the  blind  confidence  of  one  ecclefiaftic, 
the  tribute  of  fpotlcfs  praife  and  applaufe  was 
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with  equal  propriety  paid  to  another.  Sugcr, 
abbot  of  St.  Denys,  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
divert  his  fovereign  from  an  enterprife  more  glo- 
rious than  prudent ; and  without  afluming  the  pre- 
tcnfions  of  prophetic  infpiration,  he  had  foretold 
the  miferies  which  naturally  might  be  expedled 
from  the  thoughdefs  and  precipitate  undcr- 
uking.  His  counfels  could  not  preferve  the  in- 
confiderate  multitude  from  the  fate  which  awaited 
them  in  Palcftine ; but  his  care  and  wifdom  alle- 
viated the  diftrefs  of  the  kingdom  entrufted  to 
his  guidance,  and  deferted  by  her  fovereign,  her 
nobility,  and  great  part  of  her  inhabitants.  That 
kingdom  he  preferved  in  peace,  while  her  rival 
fitter,  England,  was  afflidled  by  the  impetuous 
pattions  of  Stephen  who  filled  the  throne,  and  the 
pretcnfions  of  the  emprels  Matilda,  who  alpired 
to  it.  The  count  of  Dreux,  the  brother  of  the 
king  of  France,  had  preceded  the  return  of  that 
monarch  j and  envious  of  his  fuperior  dignit)’,  and 
impatient  to  wrett  from  his  royal  hand  the  feeptre, 
had  artfully  fcattered  through  the  land  the  rumours 
of  royal  imprudence  and  incapacity.  His  intrigues 
were  detefted,  his  ambitious  fchemes  were  baffled 
by  the  vigilance  and  firmnefs  of  Suger;  and  the 
abbot  of  St.  Denys,  on  the  arrival  of  Lewis,  re- 
figned  to  him  the  royal  authority,  pure  and  undi- 
niinilhed. 
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The  tempcft  of  civil  war,  which  agitated  Eng- 
land and  was  felt  through  Normandy,  firft  at-' 
traded  the  attention  of  Lewis  j and  his  fupport 
was  claimed  by  and  allowed  to  Stephen,  whole 
fon  Euftace  had  yielded  him  homage  for  the 
duchy  of  Normandy,  and  had  married  his  fifter 
Conftancc.  But  his  thoughts  were  loon  after  en- 
tirely engrolTed  by  a care  of  a more  domcftic  na- 
ture : The  levity  of  his  wife  Eleanor,  and  her 
fiifpicious  partiality  for  her  uncle  Raymond,  prince 
of  Antioch,  were  deeply  engraven  on  his  mind. 
The  wife  admonitions  of  the  abbot  of  St.  Denys 
were  again  difregarded  j and  he  determined  to  di- 
vorce  from  his  bed,  a licentious  female,  whole 
fidelity  to  it  he  more  than  doubted.  With  Edca- 
nor,  he  reftored  her  ample  inheritance,  the  fertile 
and  important  counties  of  Guienne  and  Poitotr; 
and  the  facility  with  which  he  parted  from  thefe 
wealthy  provinces,  has  for  ever  annexed  to  him  the 
furname  of  2'oung.  The  princefs  hcrfelf  fulfilled 
the  predirtion  of  Suger,  and  threw  herielf,  with 
her  valuable  pofleffions,  into  the  arras  of  Henry 
Plantagenet,  the  fon  of  the  empicfi  Matilda } 
while  Lewis  endeavoured  to  confole  himfelf  for  her 
lofi  with  the  charms  of  Conftancc,  ebe  daughter 
of  Alphonfo,  the  king  of  Caftile,  whom  he  inan  ' 
mediately  afterwards  elpoufcd. 

- The  arms,  and  intrigues  of  Henry  had  already  ' 
TOir.  I,  pc.-vadcd 


226  HlSTO,RY  OF  FRANCE. 

pervaded  the  duchy  of  Normandy;  the  cities  had 
opened  their  gates,  and  received  him  as  riieir 
prince ; and  with  Giiienne  and  Poitou,  the  fruits 
of  his  marriage  with  Eleanor,  his  poflefiions  in 
France  were  at  Icaft  equal  to  thofe  of  Lewis.  The 
charader  of  that  prince  began  already  to  unfold 
itfelf;  bold,  penetrating  and  ambitious,  the  meri- 
dian blaze  of  manhood  was  ufliered  in  by  the 
dawning  luftre  of  his  youth.  To  balance  the  in- 
fluence he  had  attained,  and  the  dominion  he  had 
acquired,  the  French  monarch  ftill  more  clofely 
conneded  himfelf  with  his  brother-in-law  Euftacot 
But  Suger  unfortunately  was  no  more ; and  the 
abbot  of  St.  Denys,  covered  wjth  years  and  glory, 
expired,  amidft  the  tears  and  lamentations  of  the 
people.  The  defultory  incurfions  into  Nor- 
mandy were  follo'-  ed  by  an  inglorious  truce ; and 
the  experience  of  Lewis  was  vanquiflied  by 
the  flattery  and  negociations  of  the  fubtle  fon  of 
Matilda. 

Henry  feized  the  favourable  opportunity  of  this 
^ P tranfient  calm  to  tranfport  himfelf  with 
1153*  >»5+-  his  mother  into  England.  The  throne 
of  Stephen  was  fliaken  by  the  violence  of  his  own 
paiiions,  and  the  arts  and  perfonal  prowefs  of  his 
rival ; but  at  the  moment  that  the  hoftile  armies 
expeded  the  fignal  for  battle,  die  bloody  encoun- 
ter was  averted  by  the  patriotic  language  of  the 

earl 
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carl  of  Arundel.  The  contending  princes  were 
reluctantly  prevailed  on  to  flieath  the  fword  by  the 
general  voice  of  their  mutual  followers  j and  a 
- compromife  was  propofed  and  enforced,  which 
preferved  the  crown  to  Stephen,  during  his  life, 
and  afTured  it  to  Henry  at  his  death.  Euftace 
alone  rejected  a treaty  fo  fatal  to  his  hopes  of  he- 
reditary royalty.  His  refentment  might  once  more 
have  expofed  the  kingdom  to  the  calamities  of 
civil  war ; but  a feafonable  fever,  perhaps  the  ■ 
effect  of  difappointed  ambition,  extinguifhed  with 
his  laft  breath  the  torch  of  difeord.  The  father 
furvived  not  long  to  deplore  the  lofs  of  his  Ion  j 
and  Henry,  without  oppofition  and  without  a 
competitor,  afeended  the  throne  of  England,  amidft 
the  unanimous  acclamations  of  the  people. 

The  truce  between  Henry  and  Lewis  had  ex- 
pired, and  the  latter  had  renewed  his  ^ ^ 
attempts  on  Normandy : But  the  ac-  ' 
ccffion  of  the  former  to  the  crown  of  England, 
allowed  the  French  monarch  no  longer  to  flatter 
himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  fuccefs  ; and  he  readily 
liflened  to  the  voice  of  peace.  Though  by  no 
means  indificrent  to  the  growing  greatnefs  of  his 
rival,  he  wanted  power  or  ability  to  reprefs  itj  and  ‘ 
his  character  is  more  happily  delineated  by  the 
epithet  of  good  than  great.  He  had  fcarce  efta- 
blifhed  the  tranquillity  of  his  kingdom  before  he  • 
0^2  undertook 
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undertook  a pilgrimage  to  the  tomb  of  St.  James, 
at  Compoftella,  the  capital  of  Galicia;  and  th« 
devout  expedition  was  attended  by  an  interview 
with  his  father-in  law,  the  king  of  Caftile,  and 
with  Sancho  the  Fifth,  who  filled  with  repu- 
tation and  ability  the  throne  of  Navarre.  On 
his  return,  Lewis  affcmbled  a fplcndid  council  at 
Soiflbns,  diftinguiihed  by  the  prelence  of  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  the  counts  of  Flanders, 
Troyes,  Nevers,  and  SoiiTons,  and  a long  train 
of  poweiFul  and  noble  vallals ; but  ftill  more 
memorable  by  the  influence  of  tlie  fovereign, 
who  engaged  the  haughty  barons  to  fwear  to  a terf 
years’  peace,  and  to  fubmit  their  dificrences  during  ' 
that  fpace  to  the  decifion  of  juftice,  inftcad  of  ap- 
pealing to  the  fword. 

Soon  after  the  council  of”  SoUTons,  the  count 

A.  D.  Flanders  had  aiVumed  the  holy 

1154,1160.  crofs  i but  his  defign  of  marching  to 
the  fuccour  of  his  Chriflian  brethren  in  Palcftine 
was  interrupted  by  deadi,  and  liis  laft  breath  be- 
queathed his  Ion  and  his  dominions  to  the  pro- 
tedion  of  Henry  of  England.  This  truft,  which 
augmented  die  influence  and  power  of  a neigh- 
bour already  too  formidable,  was  beheld  with  a 
jealous  eye  by  Lewis ; and  the  arts  with  which 
Henry  bad  condefeended  to  footh  the  rnind  of 
Ills  rival,  gave  way  to  the  ardent  defire  of  pof- 
6 - fefling 
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fcfling  the  city  and  diocefe  of  Touloufe:  Thcfe 
were  claimed  by  the  king  of  England,  in  right 
of  his  wife  Eleanor ; and  lie  allei  ted,  that  her 
inceftor,  the  duke  of  Aquitain,  liad  only  mort- 
gaged and  not  aftually  alienated  tliem.  The  mo- 
ney that  had  been  advanced  he  offered  to  reflore, 
and  inforced  his  proffer  by  a numerous  army 
drawn  from  every  part  of  his  dominions,  and  with 
which  he  inverted  Touloufe;  but  that  city  was 
defended  by  tht  count  in  perfon  ; and  the  un- 
daunted refolution  which  he  difplayed  in  re- 
pelling the  attacks  of  the  bertegers,  was  increafed 
by  his  jurt  expedations  of  fuccour  and  fupport 
from  the  king  of  France.  He  had  married  Con- 
ftance,  the  widow  of  Euftacc,  and  firter  to  Lewis  ; 
and  that  monarch  hefitated  not  to  march  to  the  re- 
lief of  his  vaffil  and  his  kinfman.  In  a fuccefs- 
fiil  aftion  he  cut  his  way  through  the  lines  of  the 
affailants,  and  by  his  prefence  revived  the  droop- 
ing fpirits  of  the  befieged.  Henry,  convinced 
that  the  enterprife  was  hopelefs  from  dte  firrt  mo- 
ment that  the  fuccours  entered  the  town,  aban- 
doned the  fiege,  having  firrt,  by  a compliment, 
affured  the  king  of  France,  that  he  could  not 
think  of  purfuing  Bis  atracks  againrt  a dry  which 
was  honoured  by  his  perfonal  protedion.  Fronp 
Touloufe,  the  king  of  England  poured  the  tor- 
rent of  his  arms  over  the  proftrate  country  of 
0.3  , Beauvais; 
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Beauvais,  razed  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Gerberoy, 
and  extended  his  devaftations  within  fight  of  the 
walls  of  Paris.  For  two  fucccffive  years,  the  in- 
habitants of  France  and  Normandy  were  affliftcd 
by  the  defultory  incurfions  of  their  refpe£tive 
princes : The  exhaufted  Rate  of  both  kingdoms 
induced  them  at  length  ferioufly  to  negociate  a 
peace.  The  homage  in  perlbn  of  Henry  was  ac- 
cepted for  the  duchy  of  Normandy;  and  his  fon, 
of  the  fame  name,  acknowledged  by  a fimilar  cere- 
mony the  conditions  on  which  he  held  Anjou  and 
Maine : While  Richard,  the  fecond  fon  of  the 
■ king  of  England,  was  betrothed  to  the  daughter 
of  Raymond  Berenger,  count  of  Barcelona,  and 
was  afligned,  for  his  future  maintenance,  the 
county  of  Guienne.  The  origin  of  the  war,  the 
claim  of  Henry  to  the  city  of  Touloufe,  was 
buried  in  a ftudied  filence ; and  that  prince  was 
left  to  refume,  as  occafion  offered,  his  powerful 
pretenfions. 

The  peace  was  fcarce  concluded  before  the 

^ jj  death  of  Conftance,  the  daughter  of 

1160, 1 i6i.  -he  king  of  Caftile,  and  the  confort  of 
Lewis,  left  that  prince  a widower ; two  daughters 
had  proved  the  only  iffue  of  his  marriage  with 
the  dcceafed  queen  ; and  the  entreaties  of  his  no- 
bles, his  concern  for  the  tranquillity  of  his  king- 
dom, and  his  defire  to  perpetuate  the  feeptre  in 

the 
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the  hands  of  his  poftcrity,  all  concurred  in  di- 
rcdling  him  to  a third  marriage.  Adelaide,  the 
daughter  of  Thibaud,  earl  of  Champagne,  was 
the  obje<51  of  his  choice ; and  his  alliance  with 
that  princefs  firmly  attached  to  his  intercft  the 
different  branches  of  that  powerful  family.  From 
the  celebration  of  thefe  nuptials.  Iris  attention 
was  diverted  by  the  fchifm  of  the  church,  which 
had  broken  forth  on  the  death  of  pope  Adrian. 
Alexander  the  Third,  and  Vidor  the  Fourth,  both 
'■  urged  their  pretenfions  to  the  vacant  chair  of  St. 
Peter : The  former  was  fupported  by  the  kings  of 
England  and  France,  who,  at  an  interview  at 
Toucy,  nourilhed  the  fpiritual  pride  of  the  Ro- 
man. pontiff,  by  condefeending  to  hold  the  flir- 
rups  and  the  bridle  of  his  horfe ; while  the  caufe 
of  the  latter  was  efiwufed  by  Frederick  of  Ger- 
many. For  eighteen  years,  Europe  was  inflamed 
and  fcandalized  by  the  angry  paffions  of  thefe 
holy  prelates ; and  the  pcrfeverance  and  claims 
of  Vidor  were  tranfmitted  to  two  nominal  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  who  were  branded  with  the  appellation  of 
anti-pope,  and  who  yielded  not  till  after  a long 
and  obflinate  conteft  to  the  fuperior  fortune  of 
Alexander. 

The  hoflile  flame  which  had  lb  long  confumed 
the  fubjeds  of  France  and  England,  Iiad  been  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  the  feppliant  voice  of  one  prelate  •, 

Q-+  it 


Digitized  by  Google 


S3*  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

it  was  rc-kindlcd,  and  blazed  with  redoubled  vio- 
lence, at  the  imperious  command  of  another.  An 
hally  fpark  had  indeed  arifen  from  an  event  moll 
likely  to  have  cemented  the  friendfhip  of  Henry 
and  Lewis  j the  eldcft  fon  of  the  former  had 
married  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  the  latter,  by 
his  queen  Conftance;  and  the  king  of  England, 
as  the  portion  of  the  princefs,  had  feized  Gifors 
and  fomc  other  places  of  importance ; but  their 
differences  were  adjufted  by  the  mediation  of  the 
Roman  pontiff,  and  the  latent  embers  of  difeord 
flept  till  awakened  by  the  breath  of  Thomas  a 
Bccket. 

This  extraordinary  man  was  the  fon  of  a 
burgher,  and  educated  in  the  fchools  of  London  j 
he  afterwards  continued  his  ftudies  at  Paris,  was 
received  into  the  family  of  Theobald,  archbilhqp 
of  Canterbury,  and  obtained  the  benefices  of  St, 
Mary  le  Strand,  and  Otteford  in  Kent,  with  a 
prebendary  in  each  of  the  cathedrals  of  London 
and  Lincoln.  Thus  enabled  to  fupport  himfclf  in 
affluence,  he  retired  to  Bologna,  and  applied  him- 
fclf to  the  civil  and  cannon  law.  His  various 
attainments  recommended  him  as  a proper  perfon 
to  be  entrufted  with  the  mod  weighty  and  deli- 
cate negociations ; his  abilities  were  known  and 
approved  at  the  court  of  Rome ; and  before  the 
death  of  Stephen,  he  had  been  nominated  arch- 
deacon 
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deacon  of  Canterbury.  On  the  acccflion  of 
Henry,  lii$  rife  was  rapid,  and  his  influence  un- 
bounded j he  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  chan- 
cellor, a poft  of  the  greateft  profit,  power,  and 
dignity  in  the  realm.  To  this  was  added  a num- 
ber of  ecclefiaftical  preferments,  and  the  cuftody 
of  the  tower  was.  enrrufted  to  his  vigilance  and 
fidelity.  His  cxpenccs  kept  pace  with  the  honours 
which  were  accumulated  on  him ; and  his  im- 
menfe  revenues  were  fcarce  fufficient  to  fupply  a 
magnificence  which  bordered  on  profufion.  His 
table  was  open  to  [lerfons  of  every  rank  j and  the 
moft  exquifite  dainties  were  purdiafed  for  his  en- 
tertainments. Superb  in  his  apparel,  his  furniture, 
and  his  cquipagfi ; his  palace  was  the  fchool  of  ^du  - 
cation  for  the  fons  of  the  nobility  j and  prince  Henry 
himfclf  was  committed  to  his  care  and  tuition. 
Some  idea  of  his  relources  may  be  formed  from 
the  circumftance  of  fifty-two  clerks  being  em- 
ployed in  adjufling  his  private  accounts ; fome 
conjefture  of  his  lavilh  expenditure  may  be  drawn 
from  his  train,  in  which  were  enrolled  three  hun- 
dred knights  i and  when  he  negociated  the  mar- 
riage between  the  fon  of  Henry  and  the  daughter 
of  Lewis,  Paris  was  aftonilhed  at  the  retinue  of 
a fubjedt  which  exceeded  one  thoufand  perfdns. 
Above  the  opinion  or  the  cenfure  of  the  world,  his 
amufements  burft  through  the  ci.’'cle  of  ecclefiaf- 
' tical 
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tical  propriety;  the  numerous  hours  which  he  fet 
apart  from  bufmefs  were  appropriated  to  hawks  and 
hounds ; thefe  (ports  were  frequently  exchanged 
for  the  martial  exeicifes  of  the  field : His  Ikill 
in  the  tournament  has  provoked  the  reproachful 
praife  of  the  hiftorian ; and  his  triumph  in  Nor- 
mandy over  a French  nobleman  of  approved  va- 
lour and  dexterity,  whom  he  unhorfed,  and  whofc 
courferhe  led  away,  was  no  fmall  ornament  to  his 
charaftcr  in  a daring  and  warlike  age. 

Such  were  the  fingular  features  of  the  man, 
whom  Henry,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  mo- 
ther Matilda,  determined  to  place  on  the  archie- 
pifcopal  throne  of  England.  The  death  of  Theo- 
bald was  followed  by  the  appointment  of  Thomas 
a Becket  to  the  vacant  See  of  Canterbury;  and  in 
a devout  and  fuperftitious  age,  the  authority  and 
influence  which  were  annexed  to  the  dangerous 
promotion,  were  fufficient  to  overwhelm  a feeble, 
and  to  embarrafs  the  mod  firm  monarch.  Even 
Henry  himfelf,  haughty  and  intrepid  as  he  was, 
beheld  with  terror  the  formidable  power  of  the 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  when  guided  by  the 
abilities,  and  animated  by  the  invincible  fpirir, 
of  Beckot.  From  the  moment  that  prelate 
was  tranflated  to  the  facred  dignity,  his  life 
and  manners  proclaimed  the  change  of  his  con- 
dition ; his  garments  w'ere  coarfe,  his  repafts 
3 abftemious ; 
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abdemioDS ; he  pradifed  with  unrelenting  feverity 
all  the  auftcritics  of  his  order,  and  his  back  was 
/requently  bloody  with  the  difcipline  of  the  cord  ; 
But  under  the  mafk  of  humility  he  concealed  an 
inordinate  and  turbulent  pride;  and  his  labours 
were  inceflantly  dire<fled  to  raife  the  mitre  abovp 
the  crown. 

From  the  indignation  of  his  fovercign,  whom 
he  had  prefumed  to  infult  and  defy,  P 
Bccket  efcaped  to  Flanders,  and  was  *'H. 
readily  fortified  by  the  Papal  authority,  and 
honoured  by  a vifit  from  the  king  of  France. 
When  driven  by  the  menaces  of  Henry  from  the 
convent  of  Pontigny,  he  was  hofpitably  received 
by  Lewis,  at  Sens,  who  allowed  him  an  honour- 
able retreat  in  the  convent  of  St.  Colombc.  The 
perfecution  of  the  former  was  averted  by  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  latter;  and  the  dlfcordant  fenti- 
ments  of  the  two  monarchs  foon  difplayed  them- 
Iclvcs  in  open  hollilities.  The  territories  of  the 
count  of  Auvergne,  a vaflTal  of  the  crown  of 
France,  were  invaded  by  Henry  ; and  Lewis,  to 
divert  the  fury  of  his  arms,  and  to  fupport  the 
finking  caufe  of  the  count,  entered  with  a power., 
ful  army  into  Normandy.  A war,  which  had  been 
haftily  embarked  in,  was  fucceeded  by  a tranfient 
truce ; and  the  fword  was  fcarcely  Iheathed  before 
it  was  drawn  again.  The  barons  of  Poitou  and 

Guienne, 
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Guiennc,  diiTatisfied  with  Henry,  who  had  endea- 
voured to  abridge  their  privileges,  liftened  to  the 
promifes  of  Lewis,  who  inflamed  their  difeontents 
ahd  encouraged  the  fpirit  of  revolt.  The  ftan- 
dard  of  oppofitfon  to  their  fovereign  was  openly 
erefted  ; and  for  their  pcrfeverancc  in  their  alli- 
ance with  France,  they  even  delivered  hoftages  to 
that  crown.  Henry,  informed  of  their  difafFec- 
tion,  with  an  army  fuperior  to  refiftance,  ravaged 
the  open  country,  razed  the  caftles  of  the  rebels, 
and  levelled  to  the  ground  the  revolted  towns ; 
But  Poitou  ftill  confided  in  the  friendly  arms  of 
France ; and  Henry  in  vain  accufed  the  treachery 
of  that  prince,  and  demanded  the  hoftages  which 
he  had  received  from  his  faithlefs  fubjedts.  The 
refufal  of  Lewis  was  peremptory ; and  although 
he  confented  to  extend  the  duration  of  the  truce, 
yet  the  interval  was  afliduouny  employed  in  re- 
animating the  fpirits  of  the  Poitevins,  and  in  ex- 
citing a frelh  infurredlion  in  Brittany.  This  was 
fcarce  quelled  by  the  prefence  and  affivity  of  the 
king  of  F.ngiand,  before  the  contagion  of  revolt 
pervaded  and  broke  out  in  tlie  province  of  Maine, 
and  Lewis  feized  the  favourable  opportunity  again 
to  invade  Normandy.  Yet  his  progrefs  was  flow 
and  indecifive  f and  while  he  fubmirted  to  the 
mortification  of  retreating  on  the  approach  of  his 

^ rival. 
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rival,  his  rc4r  was  fuddcnly  attacked  and  routed 
by  the  vigorous  charge  of  Henry. 

The  repeated  difappointments  of  Lewis  induced 
him  at  length  to  liften  to  the  voice  of  ^ ^ ^ 

peace ; and  the  differences  of  the  rival 
monarchs  were  adjured  in  a conferenpe  at  Mont- 
mirail.  The  homage  of  Henry,  and  of  his  fons, 
Henry  and  Richard,  was  accepted  for  Normandy, 
Anjou  and  Maine,  Guienne,  and  the  county  of 
Brittany,  -which  had  been  fettled  by  the  king  of 
England  on  his  younger  fon  Geoffrey,  and,  whole 
abfence  was  fupplied  in  the  ceremony  by  hjs  elder 
brother  Henry.  But  La:wis  waS;  not  entirely  in> 
different  to  the  intcreff  of  Becket,  whofe  caufe  he 
had  efpoufed,  and  wlio.'e  proteflion  had,  firft  kin- 
dled the  flame  of  war:  His  powerful  mediation 
was  apfwered  by  the  moderation  of  Henry;  “ I 
“ am  not,”  faid  the  monarch,  “ the  leaft  in.  power 
“ and  reputation  of  the  fovercigns  who  have  ruled 
“ the  kingdom  of  England ; and  men  equally 
good  and  holy  as  Becket  have,  doubtlefs,  pof-. 
“ feffed  the  See  of  Canterbury':,  yet  1 am  content 
“ to  reftore  him  to  the  archiepifcopal  throne,  pro- 
" vided  he  will  pay  the  fame  refpeft.  to  me.  ^ thq, 
“ mod  powerful  of  his  prcdeccffors  have  paid  to 
“ the  mod  inflgnificant  of  mine,”  But  this  rea- 
Ibnable  propofal  was  rcjefled  or  eluded  by  the 
haughty  and  inflexible  prelate  ; the  condition  was 
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ftill  clogged  with  the  refervation  of  the  honour  of 
God  and  the  privileges  of  the  church ; and  Lewis, 
relinquifliing  the  vain  hope  of  accommodation, 
was  content  to  continue  to  Becket  his  afiurances 
of  perfonal  fupport  and  proteftion. 

The  reader  will  probably  be  impatient  to  haf- 
tcn  to  the  fate  of  that  turbulent  man  : A recon- 
ciliation was  at  length  effefted,  by  the  unired 
efforts  of  the  king  of  France  and  pope  Alexander 
the  Third  j and  Becket  re  crofTcd  the  feas,  and  once 
more  occupied  the  fee  of  Canterbury.  But  his 
arrogant  fpirit  had  not  been  humbled  by  adver- 
fity;  he  launched  forth  his  thunders  againft  his 
former  opponents ; fufpended  the  archbifliop  of 
York,  and  excommunicated  the  bifliops  of  Lon- 
don and  Salifbury,  Henry  'was  in  Normandy 
while  the  tranquillity  of  his  kingdom  was  violated 
by  the  frantic  proceedings  of  the  turbulent  prelate; 
and  he  received  the  mortif)’ing  intelligence  with 
the  moft  acrimonious  cxprefllons  againft  the  pre- 
lumptuous  churchman.  The  exclamation,  “ that 
“ he  had  no  friends  about  him,  otherwife  he  would 
not  have  been  fo  long  expofed  to  the  infults  of 
“ that  ungrateful  hypocrite,”  funk  deep  in  the 
minds,  of  four  of  his  moft  refolute  attendants  j 
they  determined  to  gratify  their  fovereign’s  fecret 
inclinations ; and  after  an  oath  to  revenge  his 
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qOarrcl,  they  retired  from  court,  and  embarked 
for  England. 

Their  fudden  departure,  and  fomc  menacing 
exprelTions  which  had  cfcapcd  them, 
alarmed  the  mind  of  the  king;  and  fear- 
ful  of  the  event,  he  fent  after  them,  to  forbid 
their  committing  any  violence : But  the  fatal  deed 
was  already  perpetrated ; the  confpirators,  after 
reproaching,  had  followed  the  devoted  viftim  to 
vefpers ; and  as  foon  as  Becket  reached  the  altar, 
their  rage  was  fatiated,  and  the  life  of  the  arch- 
bifliop  extinguiflaed  by  repeated  wounds.  The 
facred  pavement  was  ftained  with  the  blood  of  his 
mangled  body  j the  holy  altar  itfelf  was  befmeared 
with  his  brains ; and  the  circumftances  of  the  mur- 
der, the  place  where  it  was  executed,  and  the  forti- 
tude with  which  the  prelate  had  refigned  himfclf  to 
bis  fate,  imprefied  a devoudy  factious  multitude. 
Years  of  licentious  revelry  and  turbulent  ambi- 
tion were  effaced  by  the  fufferings  of  a finglc  mo- 
ment ; and  the  prefumption  and  obftinacy  of 
Becket  were  rewarded  with  the  glory  of  martyr- 
dom. His  Ihrine  was  the  feene  of  innumerable 

• 

miracles  j and  Henry  found  the  archbilhop,  when 
dead,  equally  formidable  as  when  alive.  The  in- 
telligence of  his  fate  had  been  received  by  that 
monarch  with  real  or  affe£led  concern : By  the 
moft  humiliating  conceffions,  he  with  difficulty 
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difarmed  the  refentmcnt  of  the  pope ; and  the 
arrogant  fpirit  of  the  martyr  himfclf  muft  have 
been  gratified  and  appeafed,  could  it  have  forefeen 
the  proftrate  poftiire  of  tlie  monarch  at  his  tomb, 
and  the  fevcrc  penance  which  he  endured. 

We  have  already  obfcrved  that  the 
’ vciy  alliances  between  the  kings  of 
France  and  England,  which  ought  to  have  enfured 
their  friendfhip,  were  the  frequent  foiirce  of  their 
difeord.  Henry  had  caufed  his  eldeft  fon  to 
be  crowned  in  England,  while  his  confort  was 
in  France  ; and  Lewis,  to  efface  or  avenge  the  af- 
front, turned  his  arms  againft  the  duchy  of  Nor- 
mandy. But  the  prudence  of  the  king  of  England 
extinguilhed  this  fpark  of  hollility  almoft  as  foon 
as  it  was  kindled ; he  promifed  that  the  ceremony 
of  the  coronation  fhould  be  again  repeated ; and 
Margaret  was  fblemnly  crowned  at  Winchefter 
with  her  hufband,  by  the  archbifiiop  of  Rouen,  and 
the  bifliops  of  Evreux  and  Winchefter.  On  the 
return  of  the  young  couple  to  Normandy,  they 
were  permitted  to  vifit  the  court  of  France;  and 
Lewis  firft  poifoned  the  mind  of  his  fon-in  law 
with  that  ardent  defire  of  independence,  the  origin' 
of  equal  afflidtion  to  his  father  and  himfelf.  Greedy 
of  power,  and  impatient  of  controul,  the  heir  of 
the  throne  confidered  himfelf  eclipfed  and  op- 
prefied  by  the  virtues  and  glory  of  him  who  filled- 
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it;  and  whatever  place  was  the  refidence  of  his  pa- 
rent, became  immediately  hateful  to  the  afpiring 
fon.  The  term  for  his  viGt  in  France  expired ; 
he  had  returned  to  England  with'rekidlance;  and 
difgufted  with  a fnuation  of  redraint,  he  now 
efcaped  from  the  court  of  Heniy  to  feek  fhelter  in 
that  of  Lewis.  The  pretence  that  his  life  was  irt 
danger  thinly  concealed  his  want  of  filial  duty  ( 
but  Lewis  received  the  royal  fugitive  with  open 
arms,  and  prepared  to  avenge  his  ideal  injuries  by 
the  fword.  The  policy  of  the  king  of  France 
was  matured  by  age  and  experience ; in  fuccelTive 
negociations  he  had  been  duped  by  the  fuperior 
genius  of  Henry;  and  fcnfible  of  former  errors, 
he  was  inflamed  by  the  defirc  of  retrieving  his  re- 
putation : The  prefent  opportunity  was  favour- 
able, and  he  was  determined  to  improve  it  to  the 
utmoft.  He  was  convinced  that  Henry  ftill  re- 
membered with  indignation,  the  afliftance  and  pro- 
teftion  which  he  had  aflTorded  to  Bccket ; that  he 
only  waited  till  his  own  kingdom  w^  in  a ftate 
of  internal  tranquillity  to  refent  it  j and  that  it  was 
his  bufinefs,  by  continual  diftuibanccs  at  home,  to 
engage  his  attention,  and  to  prevent  his  ambi- 
tion from  proving  troublefome  to  his  neighbours 
abroad. 

On  every  fide,  the  fituation  of  Henry  pre- 
fented  difficulties  which  muft  have  overwhelmed  a 
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mind  Ids  firm  or  Icfs  fruitful  in  rdburccs ; The 
pope  ftill  nourilhed  a fecret  refcntment  o*f  the  fate 
of  Beckcti  while  the  Englifh  regarded  with  re- 
- vcrence  the  tomb  of  the  martyr,  and  loudly  ac- 
cufed  their  Ibvereign  as  the  author  of  his  death. 
On  the  one  fide,  William,  king  of  Scotland,  for- 
midable from  his  fituation,  and  hoflile  in  his  dif- 
pofition,  menaced  him  with  invafion ; on  the  other, 
his  new  acquifitions  in  Ireland,  a country  which 
had  lately  fubmitted  to  his  government,  required 
his  attention.  Prompted  by  I.ewis,  his  fon  Henry 
demanded  the  abfolute  inveftiture  of  Normandy; 
and  on  his  rcfufal,  the  father  beheld  with  aftonilh- 
ment,  the  fiandard  of  revolt  joined  by  his  queen 
Eleanor,  and  his  younger  fons  Richard  and  Geof- 
• frey : The  nobles  of  Normandy,  of  Anjou,  Gui, 
enne,  and  Brittany  were  already  in  arms ; and  the 
king,  furrounded  with  open  and  fecret  enemies, 
could  only  confide  in  his  abilities,  and  the  juftice 
. of  his  caufe. 

Lewis,  animated  by  the  diftrefs  of 
rivals  and  the  unanimity  of  his 
own  fubjedts,  by  force  and  fraud  rendered  himfelf 
mailer  of  Vernueil,  and  delivered  it  to  the  flames ; 
but  the  appearance  of  Henry,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  inured  to  danger,  fatigue,  and  difeipline, 
checked  his  further  progrefs,  and  even  expofed 
his  rear  to  defeat  and  difgrace.  The  dilferenc 
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tfbhfcdcrates  who  had  promifed  to  cfpoufc  the 
caufe  of  the  prince,  either , deferred  their  engage- 
ments, or  were  baffled  by  the  fuperior  Ikill  of 
their  fovereign : William  of  Scotland,  haralled 
and  purfued,  was  glad  to  fubferibe  the  peace 
which  was  proffered  him  j and  the  banner  of  in- 
furreftion,  which  had  been  unfurled  in  Brittany, 
was  followed  by  the  total  rout  of  thofe  who  had 
reforted  to  it.  Depreffed  by  thefe  unexpefted  dif- 
appoihtments,  the  mind  of  Lewis  for  a moment 
inclined  to  peace ; conferences  were  opened  ait 
Gifors,  but  they  only  ended  in  mutual  reproaches  j 
and  a fhort  truce  for  the  Eafter  holidays,  which 
was  afterwards  agreed  upon,  allowed  both  parties 
to  prepare  more  cffcftually  for  war. 

To  appeafe  the  murmurs  of  his 
people,  Henry  fubmitted  his  back  to  ' 
the  fcourge  of  the  Monks,  and  watched  a 'whole 
night  near  Becket’s  torfib.  Whatever  might  be  the 
merit  of  that  faint’s  interceflion,  the  mortification 
of  Lewis  was  fevere  and  unqualified;  the  mo- 
ment that  his  hand  was  ftrctched  out  to  feize  it,  the 
vifionary  conquefts  eluded  his  grafp,  and  his  dream 
of.profperity  vanifhed  from  his  fight.  The  earl 
of  Flanders  lamented  his  unfuccefsful  attempt  on 
England;  the  king  of  Scotland,  who  had  violated, 
the  peact,<  was  taken  prifoncr  at  Alnwick;  the 
rerdted  barons  returned  once  more  to  their  alle* 
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giancej  and  Lewis,  accompanied  by  the  young 
prince  Henry,  was  compelled  by  the  approach  of 
the  king  of  England  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Rouen, 
which  he  had  invefted.  This  lad  diigrace  deter- 
mined the  French  monarch  to  renew  the  negocia- 
tions  for  peace  i with  an  honourable  regard  for 
the  princes  who  had  confided  in  his  proteftion,  their 
intereft$  were  firft  provided  for;  but  Richard,  who 
rejeded  the  treaty,  was  left  to  the  diferetion  of  his 
father,  and  a tranfient  tranquillity  was  reftored 
between  the  rival  kingdoms. 

The  terms  of  fv  corriliation  were  fcarcc 
adjufted,  before  they  were  once  more 
menaced  by  the  remorddi  ances  of  Lewis.  Alice, 
his  youngeft  daughter,  was  betrothed  to  Richard, 
the  fecond  fon  of  the  king  of  England ; and  the 
’ king  of  France  loudly  accufed  the  evafivc  con-, 
dudl:  of  Henry,  who  retained  the  princefs  at  his 
court,  without  folemnizing  the  mamage : The 
anfwer  of  Henry  was  a demand  of  the  city  of 
Bourges,  which  had  been  promifed  as  the  dowry 
of  Alice.  This  engagement  was  denied  by  Lewis, 
and  the  monarchs  agreed  to  refer  the  dilpute  to 
the  arbitration  of  the  pope.  But  the  Roman  pon- . 
tiff*  waved  the  difcufiion,  to  turn  dte  united  arpn^., 
of  the  princes  to  the  relief -of  the  Holy  Lane}.; 
Henry  and  Lew  is  both  received  the  crofs,_and  both . 
.fettled  their  muu*ai_pi;epnf.ado»s  for,  executing. 
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their  folemn  engagement;  yet  neither  of  thefe 
monarchs  embarked  in  the  perilous  undertaking. 
The  ardour  of  Lewis  was  cooled  by  his  former 
misfortunes,  and  the  nobility  of  France  ftrongly 
remonftrated  againft  the  hazardous  and  unprofit- 
able enterprife : While  Henry,  whofe  abfolutioft 
for  the  murder  of  Becket  had  been  purchafcd 
by  a folemn  vow  of  invading  Palcfline,  when  fum-' 
mdned  by  the  pope.  Hill  found  the  embarrafled 
fituation  of  his  affairs  demanded  his  prefence  in 
his  own  dominions.  ' ‘ 

An  anxious  regard  for  the  fucceffiofl  of  his 
crown  and  the  tranquillity  of  his  king-.  ^ p ' ' 
dom,  had  induced  Lewis  to  beftow  ' 
his  hand  on  his  prefent  confort ; and  hJs  wifhes 
had  been  gratified  by  a fon,  to  whom  he  had  given 
the  name  of  Philip.  But  the  fears  of  the  monarch 
were  foon  awakened  by  the  danger  of  the  prince  : 
As  the  royal  youth,  whofe  tender  years  were  fcarce 
equal  to  the  talk,  purfued  the  chace  in  the  foreff 
of  Compeigne,  his  horfe  ran  away  with  him ; 
and  fequeftered  from  the  fearch  of  his  attendants,- 
the  heir  of  France  was  condemned  to  pafs  a 
tedious  night,  oppreffed  by  folitude  and  defpair. 
His  feeble  mind  was  not  capable  of  fuflaining  the 
horror  of  his  fituation ; and  when'  foilnd  in  the 
rnorning,  a dangerous  fit  of  illnefs  was  the  effect 
®f  the  fright.  The  pious  father  determined  to 
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yifit  the  tomb  of  Becket,  and  folipit  the  interpo.? 
fition  of  a faint,  who  had  experienced  his  earthly^ 
protection.  He  was  received  at  Canterbury  by 
Henry  with  royal  holpitality  and  magnificence : 
After  having  prefented  his  offerings  at  the  ftirinc 
of  Thomas,  he  embarked  again  for  France,  and 
hb  arrival  was  attended  by  the  welcome  intelli-. 
gence  of  the  recovery  of  his  fon. 

^ P But  the  agitation  of  his  mind  had 
1179,  If  So.  fgtally  affedted  the  health  of  Lewis, 
already  rapidly  defeending  into  the  vale  of  years. 
His  life  was  affailed  by  a fudden  itroke  of  apo- 
plexy ; and  though  his  fenfes  were  reftored,  yet 
the  palfy  feized  his  right  fide,  and  announced  the 
danger  that  impended  over  him.  Senfible  of  his 
doubtful  fituation,  he  determined  to  haften  the 
coronation  of  his  fon  ; and  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed in  the  prefence  of  the  heir  of  England, 
^d  the  count  of  Flanders,  by  the  archbifhop  of 
Rheims.  To  this  important  care  fucceeded  th9 
marriage  of  the  prince ; and  Philip,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  eQjoufcd  Ifabella,  the  daughter  of  Bald- 
win, count  of  If  ainaplt.  B\Jt  the  tranquillity  of 
L«wis  was  eftabliftied  too  late,  and  the  progrefs  of 
difeafe  could  no^  be  checked  by  the  prolpeft  of 
happinefs;  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age,  and 
the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  reign,  he  expired  at 
Paris  j and  if  the  prudence  and  judgment  of  thf 
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king,  in  rcftoring  the  dowry  of  Eleanor,  have 
been  arraigned,  his  humanity  has  been  feldom, 
and  liis  piety  has  never  been,  impeached : A ten- 
der hufband  and  an  affeftionate  father,  the  errors 
of  the  monarch  were  loft  In  the  virtues  of  the 
man. 


Ctapftr 


^8  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


Chapter  the  Eight h.‘' 


ACCESSION  OF  PHILIP  THE  SECOND,  SURNAMED  AU- 
GUSTUS;  EMBARKS  FOR  THE  HOLY  LAND  WITH 

RICHARD  OF  -ENGLAND. SIEGE  OF  ACRE.— 

PHILIP  RETURNS  TO  FRANCE. SUCCESSIVE  WARS 

WITH  RICHARD  .AND  JOHN. BATTLE  OF  BOU- 

VINES. DEATH  AND  CHARACTER  OF  PHILIP. 


Philip  when  he  affumed  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment was  but  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age. 
The  count  of  Flanders,  the  uncle  of  his  queen, 
was  fiifFered  to  enjoy  the  name  and  honours  of 
regent ; but  although  his  counfels  might  influence, 
his  authority  was  never  permitted  tO  control  the 
inclination  of  the  youthful  monarch ; and  his 
' fubjefts  might  difeern  an  unbounded  thirft  of  do- 
minion, a jealous  zeal  for  the  royal  prerogative,  in 
their  new  fuvereign.  From  his  birth,  which  efta- 
bhfhed  the  peaceable  fuccefiion  to  the  crown  of 
France,  Philip  attained  the  exprefTive  I'urname  of'The 
Gift  of  God.  The  voice  of  flattery  in  his  more  ma- 
ture years  had  gratified  his  vanity  with  the  appellation 
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of  Ccnque~'r,  and  Magnamnous  ■,  and  after  his 
death,  the  policy  he  had  difplaycd  was  produdivc 
of  the  addition  of  Augnjlv.s.  The  fiilt  and  laft  of 
thefe  names  might  be  due  to  the  aufpicious  moment 
in  which  he  entered  the  world,  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  conduced  himfelf  through  it;  but  his 
rage  for  conquejl  was  cliecked  by  the  pei  fonal  valour 
of  Richard  of  England;  and  his  magnanimity  is  but 
ill  attefted  by  the  envious  perfidy  with  which  he  de- 
ferred that  prince  on  the  hoftile  coaft  of  Palcftine. 

In  a licentious  age,  the  attention  of 
the  king  of  France  was  invariably  en-  •“*<»• 
gaged  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  his  charafter; 
and  the  court  was  purged  by  his  feverity  of  a mot- 
ley train  of  buffoons  and  jefters,  whofe  mimic  (kill, 
and  coarfe  wit,  were  the  delight  of  a people, 
yet  ignorant  of  that  politcnefs  and  refinement  for 
which  they  h?ve  been  fince  fo  eminently  dillin- 
guifiied.  To  thefe  perfonal  cares  fucceeded  others 
of  a more  public  nature ; The  murmurs  of  the 
people  loudly  accufed  the  wealth  of  the  Jews, 
who  had  poffefled  themfelves  of  one  third  of  the 
landed  property  throughout  the  dominions  of 
Philip.  Their  riches,  the  fruits  of  oppreffive  ufury, 
had  procured  them  the  patronage  and  proteftion 
of  the  nobles ; but  the  determination  of  the  king, 
while  it  offended  the  barons  gratified  the  com- 
mons j and  this  miferabie  and  fugitive  race  were 
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compelled  to  retire  from  tlie  territory  of  France, 
with  only  their  perfonal  effefts.  Tlie  mercenary 
foldiers  who  had  ferved  in  the  wars  of  the  late  mo- 
narch, had  fpread  thcmfelves  over  the  defencelefs 
country,  and  indulged  thcmfelves  in  every  fpccies 
of  wanton  outrage ; they  were  reduced  or  deljjoyed 
by  the  arts  and  forces  of  Philip ; to  provide  in 
future  againft  a fimilar  evil,  and  to  cmbellifh 
the  cities  which  acknowledged  his  authority,  he 
commanded  the  inhabitants  to  pave  and  to  fur- 
rpund  with  walls  fufficient  for  their  imnjediate 
fecurity,  the  towns  in  which  they  dwelt ; and  the 
progrefb  of  the  work  was  haflened  by  the  prefence 
of  the  king  himfelf,  whofe  vigilant  eye  pervaded 
every  part  of  his  dominions. 

The  jcaloufies  of  the  court  began  already  tq 
threaten  the  public  tranquillity.  Adelaide,  the 
mother  of  the  king,  relented  the  partiality  of 
her  Ibn  to  the  count  of  Flanders,  who,  without 
children  himfelf,  had  bellowed  on  his  niece  the 
royal  dowry  of  the  county  of  Artois,  and  the  dif- 
trifl  fertilized  by  the  river  Lys : With  the  queen 
dowager  was  joined  her  brother  Williarp,  cardinal 
and  archbilhop  of  Rheims.  But  their  intrigues 
to  diflblve  the  marriage  with  Ifabella  were  vainj 
and  the  difpleafure  of  Philip  was  difplayed  by  ap- 
pointing the  coronation  of  himfelf  and  his  confort 
at  the  abbey  of  St.  Denys,  and  receiving  hU 
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crown  from  the  hands  of  the  archbilhop  of  Seps, 
inftead  of  thofe  of  the  archbiHiop  of  Rheims. 
Adelaide,  to  fupport  her  fadUon,  implored  the  af. 
fiftance  of  Henry  of  England ; who  liftened  with 
pleal'ure  to  her  requeft,  repaired  immediately  to 
Normandy,  and  received  with  great  rcfpeft  the 
queen  hcrfclf,  and  her  brothers,  the  counts  of 
Blois,  Sancerre,  and  Chartres.  With  a numerous 
army  he  advanced  to  frcond  their  demands ; but 
Philip  was  already  prepared  to  encounter  this  he- 
reditary foe  i and  the  king  of  England,  doubtful 
of  the  event,  preferred  to  the  chance  of  battle  the 
arts  of  negociauon.  Even  in  thefe,  the  early 
wifdom  of  Philip  confpicuous ; averfe  to  either 
.extreme  he  rejedted  the  prefumptuous  claims  of  the 
rebels,  and  the  advice  of  the  count  of  Flanders, 
to  decide  the  dilpute  by  the  fword.  To  his  mother 
he  profelTed  the  duty  of  a Ion,  but  at  the  fame 
fime  afferted  the  independent  authority  of  a fove- 
rcign } to  the  lords,  who  had  engaged  in  the  revolt, 
he  offered  a free  pardon;  and  their  ready  fubmiillon 
broke  the  meafures  of  Henry,  who  confented  to 
retire,  after  confirming  the  former  peace  between 
fhe  crowns  of  France  and  England. 

The  partiality  of 'the  king  to  the  ^ j, 
count  of  Flanders  had  been  the  ori-  *»*<>.”**• 
gin  of  the  former  rupture ; yet  but  a fhort  time 
elapfed  before  that  nobleman  himfelf  revolted 
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againft  t!ie  royal  authority.  He  had  beheld  with 
difgufl;  his  counfels- neglected,  and  an  accommo- 
dation preferred  to  the  hazard''of  war;  his  dif- 
gufl  Was  increafed  by  the  powerful  motives  of  in- 
lereft.  The  Countefs  of  Flanders  was  a princefs 
of  the  royal  biood,  and  tlie-hcirefs  of  the  couin 
of  Verrnandoiss  ’her  hnfliand,  on  her  death  with- 
out ilTuc^  aflferted  Ids  right  to  the' fucceflion  conf- 
firmed  by  the  feparate  grants  of  Lewis  and  PTiihp. 
But  the  king  of  France  was  tod  deeply  intcrefted 
in  Ib  importanrah  acquifitionj  to  be  leftraincd  by 
the  comilndn  dc*  of  eejuit-vj-  and  hii  claims  a!Tum- 
pd  an  appearance  of  julWce  from  his  declaration, 
that  the  grant  was  only  for  die  life  of  the  countefs; 
Arms  alone  could' decide- the •'difputc,  and  the 
count  of  Flanders  In-  vain  chdtavburcd  to  allure 
the  barons  to  his-ftiridiird,  by  reprefenting'  the 
injury  as  general,. and  the  caufe'as  common.  Al- 
moft  alone  and  unfupported,  he  was  compelled  to 
yield,  and  thought  himfelf  happy  to  attain  fay  a 
compromife  the  towns  of  Perronc  and  St.  Quintin, 
and  to  furrender  the  reft  of  tlvc  county  of  Ver- 

mandois  to  the  crown.  , ..  .: 

\ 

The  affociation  of  the  younger  Henry 
A.  .1184..  ^ throne  of  England  has  been 

already  remarked,-  and  his  fither  had  conftant  rca- 
fon  to  repent  his  hafty  partiality  to  an  ungrateful 
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Ion.  Vain,  fickle,  and  turbulent,  his  repeated  re- 
bellions had  broken  the  happinefs  and  aflailed 
the  life  of  his  parent  j continually  baffled  and 
pardoned,  his  difappointed  fpirit  urged  • him  at 
length  to  afilime  the  crofs ; and  while  he  prc7 
pared  for  his  departure  to  the  Holy  Land,  he  was 
feized  with  a mortal  indifpofition  at  Martel,  in  the 
county  of  Turenne.  His  laft  exprelBons  were 
thofe  of  penitence,  and  his  death  opened  the  path 
of  royalty  to  his  brother  Richard,  equally  reftlels 
and  more  entcrprifing.  His  widow,  the  d.aughter’ 
of  the  late  king  of  France,  by  his  fecond  wife 
Gonftance,  had  lived  childlefs  in  his  embraces ; 
and  Philip  now  claimed  Gifors,  and  fome  other 
dependencies  in  Normandy,  which  had  been  allot- 
ted as  the  dowry  of  Margaret ; but  Henry,  un- 
willing to  part  with  them,  offered  to  conclude  the 
marriag*  between  Richard,  now  become  the  heir 
of  the  crown,  and  Alice,  the  fiftcr  of  Philip,  pro- 
vided he  was  fuffered  to  retain  the  difputcd  ter- 
ritory : The  propofal  was  acqulefced  in,  and  the 
rtionarchs  parted  with  mutual  profeflions  of  efteem 
and  friendfhip.  * . 

The  moments  that  could  beravifla-  a.  D. 
ed  from  the  national  enmity  and  hO-  “**• 
ftile  encounters  of  England  and  France,  Phi-i 
lip  afllduoufiy  employed  in  the  ‘ internal 're^p 
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lation  of  his  dominions,  and  in  reprefling  the  for- 
midable enterprifes  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  and 
the  count  of  Flanders.  But  the  calm  produced 
by  tlic  late  peace  was  of  Ihort  duration,  and  the 
fubjefts  of  Philip  and  Henry  were  foon  again 
agitated  by  the  tempeft  of  war.  The  marriage  of 
Alice  with  Richard  was  ftill  ftudioufly  delayed ;; 
Geoffrey,  the  fecond  Ibn  of  Henry,  and  duke  of 
Brittany,  had  revolted  from  his  father,  and  ac- 
knowledged himfelf  the  vaffal  of  France;  his  un-- 
dutiful  deftgns  were  interrupted  by  deaths  and  he 
expired  of  a fall  from  his  horle  at  a tournament.- 
But  Philip  retained  from  Henry,  his  widow  Con- 
ftance,  his  infant  daughter  Eleanor,  and  a pofthu- 
mous  fon  named  Arthur ; and  aflirted  his  claiitf 
to  proteft  and  watch  over  the  offspring  of  his 
vaffal.  Richard  had  alfo  refufed  to  yield  homage 
to  the  king  of  France,  for  the  counties  of  Guienne 
and  Poitou;  and  Philip,  after  experiencing  thc/ 
ineffeftual  mediation  of  cardinal  Oftavian,  the 
legate  of  the  pope,  invaded  with  a formidable 
army.  Berry,  and  laid  ficge  to  Chatcauroux,  on  thc 
banks  of  the  indre.  The  fpirits  of  the  garrifon- 
were  animated  by  the  prcfence  of  Richard  and 
John,  the  fons  of  the  Englifh  monarch ; and  Henry 
himfelf,  alarmed  for  the  fkfety  of  the  princes, 
haftily  colledtcd  his  forces,  and  advanced  toward 
their  relief.  In  anxious  fulpence,  thc  hoftile 
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armies  awaited  the  fignal  of  battle,  and  the  dawn- 
ing glory  of  Philip  was  oppofed  by  the  mature 
renown  of  Henry ; but  the  encounter  was  av’crreJ 
by  the  legates  of  pope  Urban  the  Third:  Thefc 
thundered  their  anathemas  againft  the  firft  who 
fhould  begin  the  cngagennent.  The  devotion 
of  the  princes  wrefted  their  weapons  from  then- 
bands  i a peace  was  immediately  concluded ; 
and  the  rival  monarchs  engaged  to  unite  their 
forces  for  the  relief  of  the  Chriftians  in  Paleftine, 
oppreffed  by  the  viftorious  career  of  the  great 
Salad  in. 

The  birth  of  a fon  and  heir,  who 
was  named  Lewis,  (lackened  not  the 
preparations  for  war  j and  the  clergy  were  com- 
pelled, though  reluftantly,  to  contribute  large 
fums  towards  the  propofed  expedition ; Thefc 
were  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Saladin’s  tax, 
exprefllve  of  the  purpofe  for  which  they  were 
levied.  Yet  when  the  hopes  of  the  Oriental  Chrif- 
tians  were  awakened,  and  the  flame  of  enchufnfm 
was  again  kindled  in  the  weft,  the  arms  of  Philip 
and  Henry  were  once  more  turned  againft  each 
other  i and  the  forces  which  might  have  checked 
the  progrefs,  and  over-turned  the  empire  of  the 
infidels,  were  ineffedtuaUy  confumed  in  their  bloody 
conflifts. 

Richard  was  difeontented  with  the  inceftaq^ 
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delays  which  conftantly  impeded  his  mar- 
riage with  Alice;  and  Philip  nourifhed 
his  fifing  difafFeftion,  and  prepared  to  avail  himfclf 
of  the  continual  difcord  which  -afflidled  the  family 
and  embarraflcd  the  affairs  of  the  Englifli  mo- 
narch : He  himfelf  fuggefted  to  the  impetuous 
prince,  to  renew  the  former  quarrel  with  the  count 
of  Touloufc;  and  under  pretence  of  avenging  the 
infult,  the  king  of  France  entered  Berry,  and  pof- 
fefled  himfelf  of  Chateauroux,  Bufencais,  Argen- 
ton,  and  Leuroux.  Mont-Richard  was  taken 
by  affault,  and  reduced  to  afiies;  and  with  equal 
facility  he  extended  his  conquefts  over  Tourainc 
and  Auvergne. 

The  age  of  Henry  did  not  prevent  him  from 
taking  the  field  to  oppofe  the  youth  of  his  rival: 
The  veteran  warrior  buckled  on  his  armour ; but, 
doubtful  of  the  event  of  war,  he  propofcd  that 
inflead  of  Richard,  his  fon  John  fhould  efpoufc 
the  princefs  Alice.  The  offer  was*  rejcdled  by 
Philip  and  by  Richard,  who  now  openly  adled  with 
him ; even  the  mediation  and  menaces  of  the 
pope’s  legate  were  treated  with  fcorn  by  the  king 
of  France,  and  his  facred  life  was  with  difficulty 
preferved  from  the  fword  of  the  Britifh  prince. 
The  conference  was  broken  off  to  refume  the 
operations  of  war ; Philip  and  Richard  entered  the 
^vincc  of  Main  j forced  the  gates  of  Ferte-  . 
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Bernard  on  the  fiver  Huifnej  received  thefubmif- 
fion  of  Monfort,  Bonneftable,  and  Beaumont;  and 
almoft  furprifed  Henry,  aftoniflied  at  their  pro- 
grefs,  in  the  city  of  Mans.  From  the  flames  of 
that  city  he  efcapcd  to  Frenelles;  while  the  con- 
federates advanced  with  uninterrupted  fuccefs, 
and  the  ftandard  of  France  was  planted  on  the 
walls  of  Tours,  and  difplayed  on  the  Banks  of 
the  Loire. 

Fortune  had  forfaken  the  declining  ^ ^ 
age  of  Henry,  and  he  was  compelled  " *"*®' 
to  purchafe  a peace  by  renewing  his  homage  to 
Philip,  and  confenting  to  the  coronation  of  Rich- 
ard. The  marriage  of  that  prince  with  Alice, 
was  to  be  celebrated  on  his  return  froth  the  Holy 
Land,  and  he  was  gratified  with  the  immediate 
payment  of  twenty  thoufand  marks  of  filvcr.  The 
treaty  was  figned  at  Azay ; and  in  two  days  af- 
terwards Henry  expired  at  Chinon  j his  laft  mo- 
ments embittered  by  the  ingratitude  of  his  fon 
John,  who  had  deferred  his  father  to  join  the 
party  and  partake  the  profperity  of  Philip. 

That  monarch  might  well  exult  at 
the  profpeft  before  him ; he  had  hum- 
bled  the  turbulent  pride  of  his  nobles  at  home, 
and  eftabliihed  his  reputation  abroad ; he  was  de- 
livered by  the  death  of  Henry  from  a dangerous 
and  vigilant  rival ; and  Richard,  his  fuccefibr,  was 
bound  to  him  by  the  ties  of  gratitude,  and  the 
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fantfHty  of  oaths.  Infatiate  of  fame,  and  ena- 
moured of  war,  die  kings  of  France  and  England 
prepared  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  and  to  unfurl 
the  facred  banner  of  the  crofs;  while  Richard 
failed  from  Marfeilles,  Philip  emb.arkcd  at  Ge- 
noa, after  having  entrufted  the  adminiftration  ofhis 
kingdom,  under  certain  reftridlions,  to  his  mother 
Adelaide  and  the  cardinal  archbilbop  of  Rheims. 

After  efcaping  a tempeft  which  fcattered  the 
royal  fleet  of  France,  Philip  cad  anchor  on  the 
coaft  of  Sicily,  and  in  eight  days  afterwards  be- 
held the  fails  of  Richard -enter  the  port  of  Mef- 
fina.  The  Ifland  was  governed  by  Tancred,  whofe 
regal  title  was  difputed  by  Conftance,  the  wife 
of  the  emperor  Henry,  the  ftedfaft  ally  of  the 
French  monarch;  and  Jane,  the  dowager  queen, 
and  filler  of  Richard,  was  a prifoner  to  the  reign- 
ing prince.  The  appearance  of  two  powerful 
armaments,  commanded  by  leaders  who  had  fucb 
plaufible  fubjeits  of  complaint,  and  whofe  mode- 
ration there  was  too  much  reafon  to  diflruft,  ex- 
cited the  moll  painful  fenfatlons  in  the  bofom  of 
Tancred  ; but  his  throne  was  fecured  by  the  mu- 
tual jealoufies  of  the  rival  kings  ; and  the  narrow 
ifland  of  Sicily  was  nearly  converted  into  the 
theatre  of  their  hoftilities.  Richard,  to  extort  a 
fum  of  money  from  Tancred,  which  he  afierted  , 
was  due  to  liim,  attacked  the  city  of  Mefllna ; 
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and  Philip,  with  the  forces  of  France,  prepared  to 
defend  it.  With  difficulty  they  were  prevailed 
on  to  fubmit  their  differences  to  the  calmer  tri- 
bunal of  reafon:  The  marriage  of  Alice  was  ftill 
the  thorn  which  rankled  in  their  bofoms ; Philip 
confented  to  receive  again  his  fifter,  and  Richard 
promifed  to  reftore  Gifors,  and  the  other  places 
which  had  been  fo  long  retained  as  her  dowry. 
Richard  efpoufed  the  daughter  of  Sanchez,  king 
of  Navarre  } and  after  reducing  the  Ifland  of  Cy- 
prus, and  imprifoning  Ifaac  the  fovereign,  he  pur- 
fued  his  voyage  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  caft  an- 
chor in  the  Bay  of  Acre,  where  he  already  found 
the  fleet  of  France. 

The  combined  forces  of  thefe  monarchs,  pow- 
erful as  they  were,  did  not  exceed  the  diflrefs  of 
the  Chriftians  of  the  eaft,  and  the  difficulties  which 
on  every  fide  oppofed  their  enthufiaftic  enterprife. 
After  the  male  line  of  Godfrey  was  extinft,  the 
feeptre  of  Jerufalem  was  weakly  held  by  Sybilla, 
the  daughter  of  Baldwin,  and  the  grand-daughter 
of  Folk,  count  of  Anjou.  Her  fond  partiality 
after  the  death  of  her  child,  had  transferred  it  to 
her  fecond  hufband,  Guy  of  Lufignan,  a prince 
of  a handfomc  perfon,  but  of  fuch  bafe  renown, 
that  his  own  brother  Geoffrey  was  heard  to  ex- 
claim, “ Since  they  have  made  bim  a king,  furely 
“ they  Would  have  made  me  a god.”  Raymond, 
S 2 count 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


260 

count'of  Tripoli,  the  moft  powerful  vaflal  of  thff 
crown,  beheld  the  elevation  of  L.ufignan  with  fe- 
cret  indignation ; and,  excluded  from  the  fuccef- 
fion  and  regency,  entertained  an  implacable  ha- 
tred againfl.  the  king,  and  expofed  his  honour 
and  confcience  to  the  temptations  of  the  fultan. 

That  title  was  due  to  the  virtues  and  power  of 
Saladin  the  Great,  a name  immortalized  in  the 
annals  of  Oriental  hiftory.  The  lervices  of  his  fa, 
ther  and  uncle.  Job  and  Shiracouh,  had  opened  to 
him  the  road  to  greatnefs;  his  powerful  hand 
wrcltcd  the  feeptre  from  the  infant  offspring  of 
Noureddin;  but  although  he  ufurped  the  throne 
he  refpefted  the  life  of  the  fon  of  his  benefaftor } 
and  the  new  lord  of  Egypt  was  decorated  by  the 
caliph  with  every  title  that  could  fanftify  his 
ufurpation  in  die  eyes  of  the  people.  During  a 
reign  invariably  profperous  he  fucceffively  ftretch- 
ed  his  authority  over  Damafeus,  Aleppo,  and  Dl- 
arbekir ; Mecca  and  Medina  acknowledged  him  for 
their  temporal  protedor  j the  regions  of  Gemen  or 
Happy  Arabia,  were  fubdued  by  his  brother ; Jeru- 
falcm  was  ravifhed  from  the  Chriftians  ; and  at  the 
hour  of  his  deith,  his  empire  was  fpread  from  the 
African  Tripoli  to  the  Tigris,  and  from  the  In- 
dian Ocean  to  the  mountains  of  Armenia.  In- 
trepid and  devout,  he  might  boaft  of  uniting  the 
virtues  of  the  hero  and  the  faint ; His  youth  had 
i.ndeed  been  ftained  with  the  love  of  women  and 
2 winei 
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wine ; but  thefc  temptations  foon  yielded  to  the 
more  potent  one  of  ambition.  A coarfe  woollen 
was  his  garment ; water  was  his  only  drink  5 and 
while  he  emulated  the  temperance,  he  furpafled 
the  chaftity,  of  his  Arabian  prophet.  Affable  in 
his  manners,  and  boundlefs  in  his  liberality,  he 
was  patient  with  the  meaneft  of  his  fervants ; and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  no  more  than,  forty-feven 
drams  of  Clver  and  one  piece  of  gold  were  found 
in  his  ireafury.  In  a reign  of.  inceflant  warfare, 
his  tributes  had  been  diminifhed,  yet  his  domi- 
nions were  embellifhed  by  the  royal  foundations  of 
hofpitals,  colleges,  and  mofques. 

The  finking  kingdom  of  Jerufalem 
had  been  prefled  on  every  fide  by 
the  victories  of  Saladin ; the  contrafted  State  was 
encircled  with  a hoftile  line,  and  its  cxiftence  was 
only  protefted  by  the  truce  which  the  Franks  pre- 
fumed  to  violate,  Reginald,  of  Chatillon,  a fol- 
dier  of  fortune,  had  feized  a fortrefs  on  the  edge 
of  the  defert,  from  whence  he  pillaged  the  cara- 
vans, and  threatened  the  cities  of  Mecca  and  Me- 
dina, The  fultan  condefeended  to  complain ; re- 
joiced in  the  denial  of  juftice  i and  at  the  head  of 
fourfeore  thoufand  horfe  invaded  the  Holy  Land. 
The  fiege  of  Tiberias  was  fuggefted  by  the  perfi- 
dious count  of  T ripoli ; and  at  the  infligation  of 
the  fame  traitor,  Lufignan  drained  his  garrilbnS 
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and  advanced  to  the  relief  of  it.  By  the  arts  of 
Raymond,  the  Chriftians  were  betrayed  into  a 
camp  deftitute  of  water;  the  count  himfelf  fled 
at  the  firft  onfet ; Lufignan,  with  the  Jofs  of  thirty 
thoufand  men,  became  the  prifoner  of  the  Sul- 
tan j and  three  months  after  tl;e  battle  of  Tiberias, 
the  vidtor  appeared  in  arms  before  the  gates  of 
Jerufalcm. 

The  holy  city  ftill  contained  fixty  thoufand 
Chriflians ; and  in  the  defence  of  the  fepulchre  of 
Chrift  it  might  reafonably  have  been  expedted 
that  every  Chriftian  would  have  proved  a foldier. 
But  the  devoted  walls  were  fhaken  by  the  factions 
of  thofe  who  (hould  have  united  for  the  defence 
of  them  : Queen  Sybilla  trembled  for  herfelf  and 
her  captive  hufband ; and  the  moft  numerous 
portion  of  the  inhabitants,  the  Greek  and  Oriental 
Chriftians,  preferred,  from  experience,  the  Maho- 
metan  before  the  Latin  yoke.  '!'•'>  rcilftance  of 
the  befiegcd  was  languid  and  ineffedtual ; fourteen 
days  h.id  fcarce  elapfcd  before  the  banners  of  the 
faithful  were  planted  on  the  breach ; and  the  hu- 
manity of  die  conqueror  confented  to  accept  the 
proftratc  city  and  to  fpare  the  fuppliant  inhabi- 
tants. The  Greek  and  Oriental  Chriftians  were 
permitted  to  live  under  his  dominion ; the  Franks 
and  Latins  were  conduced  to  the  fea  ports  of 
Syria  and  Egypt;  ten  pieces  of  gold  were  re- 
quired 
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quired  for  each  rrtan,  five  for  each  woman,  and 
one  for  every  child;  and  ihofe  wlio  were  unable 
to  purchafe  their  liberty,  were  to  be  detained  in 
perpetual  flavery. 

The  rapid  and  viiflorious  career  of  Saladin  was 
at  length  checked  by  the  refiftance  of  Tyre:  To 
that  port  the  troops  and  garrifons  which  had  ca- 
pitulated, were  fiicceirivcly  conducted  ; and  their 
numbers  were  united  and  dilciplined  by  the  pru- 
dence and  IkiJl  of  Conratl,  marquis  of  Montferrat. 
Their  forces  were  fwellcd  by  the  gradual  arrivttj 
of  fuccours  from  Genoa,  Pifa,  and  Venice;  from 
France,  Normandy,  and  tlie  weftern  illes.  The 
impatient  multitude  burft  from  the  walls  of  the 
city,  rejefled  the  counfcls  and  command  of  Con- 
rad, and  at  the  perfuafion  of  Lufignan,  who  had 
been  releafed  from  prifon,  formed  the  fiege  of 
Ptolemais  or  Acre.  Above  a year  had  already 
been  confumed  in  the  arduous  undertaking;  the 
Mollems  of  Egypt,  Syria,  Arabia,  and  the  Orien- 
tal provinces  had  aficmbled  under  the  command 
of  Saladin  ; his  camp  was  pitched  within  a few 
miles  of  Acre ; and  the  Chriftians,  though  vifto- 
rious  in  many  a bloody  encounter,  thinned  by  fa- 
mine, the  fword,  and  the  climate,  already  be- 
gan to  fink  beneath  defpair ; when,  in  the  fe- 
cond  fpring  of  the  fiege,  their  hop«  were  revived 
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and  their  enemies  difmayed  by  the  appearance  of 
the  royal  fleets  of  France  and  England. 

The  peculiar  circumftances  of  thefc  monarchs 
had  compelled  them  to  embrace,  or  at  leaft 
to  affeft  a reconciliadon  j but  they  fcarce  had 
landed  before  new  caufes  of  difeontent  miniftered 
to  their  ancient  enmity.  Sybilla  had  expired 
without  ilTue,  and  the  crown  of  Jerufalem  was 
claimed  by  the  marquis  of  Montferrat,  who  had 
married  the  younger  filler  of  that  princefs,  and 
who  aflerted  that  the  reign  of  Lufignan  ended 
with  the  life  of  his  confort.  The  pretcnfions  of 
Conrad  were  fupported  by  Philip ; the  regal  title 
of^ Guy  was  fortified  by  Richard;  and  the  Chriftian 
camp  was  fcandalized  by  the  unanimity  of  the 
infidels,  and  the  difeord  of  their  own  leaders.  It 
was  at  length  agreed  to  poftpone  the  decifion 
of  this  important  difpyte,  and  to  prefs  with  re- 
doubled vigour  the  fiege  of  Acre.  With  rival 
valour  they  urged  their  feparate  attacks ; the  walls 
were  lhaken  by  their  machines ; and  the  attempts 
of  Saladin  were  repelled  by  their  vigilance  and 
firmnefs:  Their  youthful  emulation  triumphed 
over  every  obllacle ; • and  the  garrifon  of  Acre,  no 
longer  animated  by  hope,  fubmitted  to  their  fate, 
and  opened  their  gates  to  the  vidlors.  Their  lives 
^nd  liberties  were  ranfomed  by  two  hundred 
jhoufand  pieces  of  gold;  the  city  was  divided 
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between  the  viftorious  kings  of  England  and 
France  ; and  each  monarch  eftablifhed  a feparate 
and  independent  authority  within  the  diftrifts  af- 
figned  him. 

Even  in  the  moment  of  viftory,  the  Chriftians 
might  deplore  the  lofs  with  which  it  was  ^ 
attended ; and  Philip,  befides  an  ob- 
feure  and  namelefs  multitude,  might  lament  the 
counts  of  P'landcrs,  Bar,  Blois,  Sancerre,  Eu,  and 
Ponthieu,  with  a long  lift  of  nobles  of  infe- 
rior rank  but  equal  gallantry.  His  own  health 
was  confiderably  impaired  by  the  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate: Although  perfonally  brave,  the  ftatefman 
predominated  in  his  charadter ; and  he  was  weary 
of  facriftcing  his  time  and  intereft  on  a barren 
coaft,  where  he  was  eclipfed  by  the  fuperior  mili- 
tary renown  of  Richard.  The  difpute  between 
Guy  of  Luftgnan,  and  Conrad,  marquis  of  Mont- 
ferrat,  was  indeed  terminated : Guy  retained  for  his 
life  the  crown  of  Jerufalem,  with  Jaffa  and  Cas- 
farca  j the  two ' latter,  with  the  title  of  count,  he 
tranfmitted  to  his  pofterity ; but  the  kingdom, 
after  his  deceafe,  was  transferred  to  Conrad,  and 
was  to  be  perpetuated  in  his  iffue.  One  caufc  of 
difeord  between  the  rival  monarchs  was  thus  hap- 
■ pily  removed  j but  the  holy  fervice  was  ftill  dif- 
turbed  by  their  national  jealoufy  j and  the  two 
fadlions  which  they  protefted  in  Paleftine,  raged 
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with  unabated  violence.  The  furrender  of  Acre 
was  the  fignal  of  Philip’s  departure,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  hoift  his  fails  for  his  native  coaft.  To 
the  marquis  of  Montferrat  he  alTigned  that  part 
of  Acre,  which  had  acknowledged  his  authority : 
Tojuftify  his  unpopular  defertion,  he  left  the  duke 
of  Burgundy,  with  five  hundred  knights  and  ten 
thoufand  foot,  for  the  continuance  of  the  holy 
warfare ; and  to  the  king  of  England  he  engaged 
his  folemn  oath,  not  to  attack  his  dominions  or  his 
vaflals  during  his  abfence.  His  voyage  was  prof- 
perous  j but  the  fidelity  of  the  hiftorian  is  com- 
pelled to  reveal,  with  a blufli,  the  jicrfidy  of  his 
condudt.  Landing  in  Naples,  he  direfted  his  fteps 
to  Rome,  and  unveiled  the  fecret  motives  of  his 
vifit  by  earneftly,  yet  inelteftually,  foliciting  the 
Roman  pontiff,  Celeftin  the  Third,  to  abfolve 
him  from  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  to 
Richard. 

Each  tranfadlion  declared  the  eternal  enmity 
with  which  he  purfued,  the  fecret  terror  with 
which  he  beheld,  his  royal  rival.  The  marquis  of 
Montferrat,  in  the  hour  of  confidence,  and  in  the 
midft  of  Tyre,  had  perilhed  by  the  dagger  of 
aflaffins,  the  fubjefts  of  the  Sheick,  or  Old  Man  of 
the  Mountain ; the  public  voice  loudly  ^accufed 
Richard  as  the  author  of  the  murder ; and  the 
proof  of  his  innocence,  a pretended  letter  from 
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the  Sheick,  is  rcjedled  as  an  abfurd  and  palpable 
forgery.  Philip,  above  the  reft,  infinuated  the 
guilt  of  the  king,  and  dreaded,  or  affedted  to 
dread,  a fimilar  fate.  By  fplendid  prcfcnts  he  en- 
deavoured to  propitiate  the  Old  Man  of  the  Moun- 
tain ; and  by  the  advice  of  his  council,  a faithful 
and  feledt  guard,  with  iron  maces,  attended  his 
perfon  night  and  day,  and  fuffered  no  ftranger  to 
approach  him.  Artful  and  intriguing,  he  clofely 
connefted  himfelf  with  John,  the  brother  of 
Richard  ; and  the  death  of  Ifabella,  during  his  ab- 
fence,  difiblving  his  nuptial  ties,  he  offered  his  hand 
to  Ingebergc,  the  daughter  of  Waldemar,  and 
the  fitter  of  Canute,  king  of  Denmark ; and  only 
afked  in  dowry,  the  obfolete  claim  of  the  Danes 
upon  England,  and  the  affittance  of  their  fleet : - 
Even  thcfe  were  refufed ; and  Philip  confentcd  to 
receive  with  a trifling  portion,  a princefs,  whofe 
birth  at  firtt  excited  the  murmurs,  but  \frhofe  man- 
ners afterwards  conciliated  and  retained  the  affec- 
tions, of  his  fubjo(tts. 

Full  of  glory,  if  glory  is  to  be  attained  by  a 
ferocious  and  brutal  valour,  Richard 
retired  from  a hopelefs  war  in  Palettine,  ‘ 
where  he  had  beheld,  without  being  permitted  to 
refcue,-  the  holy  city  of  Jerufalem  from  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Moflems.  His  laurels  were  blattcd 
by  the  prudence  or  cnt'y  of  his  companions ; and 
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even  his  perfunal  freedorn  was  violated  by  the 
bafe  revenge  of  a prince  who  had  ferved  under  his 
banner,  and  who  was  irritated  by  a real  or  iinagi- 
nary  infult  at  the  fiegc  of  Acre.  This  prince  was 
Leopold,  duke  of  Auftria,  through  whofe  terri- 
tories the  king  of  England,  Ihip-wrecked  on  the 
coaft  of  Dalmatia,  endeavoured  to  pafs  in  difguifc. 
By  Leopold  he  was  fold  to  the  emperor,  Henry 
the  Sixth,  a monarch  whofe  avarice  could  only  be 
equalled  by  his  indigence.  Philip,  with  tranfport 
received  the  tidings  of  his  rival’s  captivity,  and 
fcnlible  how  much  he  was  interefted  in  the  con- 
tinuance, in  vain  endeavoured,  by  profufe  offers, 
to  obtain  poffeflion  of  his  perfon.  He  renewed 
-his  alliance  with  John  of  England,  and 'declared 
•war  againft  Richard,  contrary  to  the  remon- 
ftrances  and  inclinations  of  his  nobles,  who  dif- 
played  an  honourable  reluftance  to  opprels  a 
prince,  the  cpmpanion  of  their  toils  in  Paleftine. 
But  the  avidity  of  Philip  was  not  to  be  reftrained 
by  the  fanftity  of  oaths  or  the  laws  of  honour; 
he  occupied  Gifors,  reduced  the  counties  of  Eu 
and  Aumale,  and  advancing  to  Rouen,  wafted  hi? 
forces  in  the  fruitlefe  ftege  of  that  city.  The  me- 
naces of  the  pope,  and  the  bdifferent  fuccefs  of 
John  in  England,  concurred  in  difpofing  Phi- 
lip to  accept  of  the  advantageous  terms  which 
were  offered  him ; and  he  confented  to  a peace, 
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on  condition  that  he  ftiould  receive,  after  the  re- 
leafe  of  the  king  of  England,  twenty  thoufand 
marks,  at  certain  ftipulated  periods,  and  be  im- 
mediately put  in  poneflion  of  fome  caftles,  wliich 
he  named,  as  fecurity  for  the  payment  of  that 
Him. 

By  the  mediation  of  the  princes  of  p 
the  empire,  the  ranfom  of  the  king  of 
England  was  Axed  at  one  hundred  and  AAy  thou- 
fand marks  of  Alver ; and  the  zeal  and  companion 
of  his  fubjedh  freely  contributed  their  wealth  to 
deliver  a fovereign,  who  had  ruled  them  with  a rod 
of  iron,  from  the  injurious  bondage  in  which  he 
was  retained.  The  intrigues  of  the  king  of 
France  to  delay  the  moment  of  freedom  were 
fruftrated  by  the  integrity  of  the  nobles  of  Ger- 
many; and  his  fenfations,  when  he  found  him- 
felf  expofed  to  the  open  refentment  of  a warlike 
prince,  whom  he  had  lb  bafely  and  mortally  in- 
jured, may  be  judged  from  his  expreflions  in  a 
letter  to  John,  “ Take  care  of  yourfelf,  for  the 
*'  devil  is  unchained.”  The  emperor  and  the 
princes  of  Germany  had  already  threatened  France 
with  an  invafion,  unlefs  her  monarch  confented 
to  reftore  the  places  of  which  he  had  deprived 
his  rival ; and  Philip  confidering  this  menace  as 
a declaration  of  war,  and  defirous  by  his  activity 
to  anticipate  the  hoftile  deAgns  of  his  adverfary, 
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entered  Normandy  with  a powerful  army.  He 
had  already  inverted  Verneuil,  when  he  was 
alarmed  with  the  intelligence  that  John  had  recon- 
ciled himfelf  to  his  brother,  maflacred  the  French 
garrifon  in  F.vreux,  and  delivered  it  into  the  hands 
of  the  king  of  England  ; and  that  Richard  him- 
fclf,  with  a formidable  force,  had  landed  at  Bar- 
fleur,  and,  impatient  for  aftion,  and  eager  for  re- 
venge, was  rapidly  advancing  to  the  relief  of  Ver- 
neuil. With  a light  body  of  troops,  the  king 
of  France,  by  an  unexpefted  march,  fnrprifed 
again  die  city  of  Evreux,  and  the  lives  of  the 
Englilh  garrifon  were  facrificed  to  expiate  the  per- 
fidy of  John;  But  this  advantage  afforded  Philip 
a vain  and  tranfient  triumph  ; the  main  body  of 
his  army,  which  rtill  remained  before  Verneuil, 
aftonifhed  at  the  abfence  of  their  king,  and  dif- 
mayed  at  the  approach  of  Richard,  di/banded  in 
confufion ; and  Philip  himfelf  on  his  return,  nar- 
rowly efcaped  the  purfuit  of  his  rival. 

The  language  of  peace  on  each  fide 
accompanied  the  preparations  for  war  •, 
but  the  feeble  voice  of  the  former  was  drowned 
by  the  found  of  the  trumpet ; and  the  hortile 
monarchs  approached  each  other  near  Fretteval, 
between  Chateaudun  and  Vendome.  Philip  was 
Hill  defirous  of  avoiding  a decifivc  battle,  and 
concealed  his  intentions  of  retreat  by  a defiance 
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to  the  king  of  England,  " That  the  next  morning 
“ he  might  expedl  his  attack.”  But  Richard  pe- 
netrated into  the  artifice  of  his  rival  j his  anfwer  ^ - 
was  firm,  and  his  meafures  prompt ; and  the  king 
of  France  had  fcarce  welcomed  the  return  of  his 
melTcnger,  before  he  heard  the  Ihouts  and  beheld 
the  banners  of  the  Englifh.  The  French  were 
broken  by  the  hidden  and  inpetuous  charge,  and 
Philip  fled  before  the  fword  of  the  lion-hearted 
Richard.  His  baggage,  his  military  cheft,  with 
the  moft  important  papers  of  the  State,  were  the 
prey  of  the  viftor  j and  the  latter,  which  Richard 
would  never  confent  to  reftore,  were  but  imper- 
fc(3Jy  fupplied  by  the  memory  of  his  minifters. 

Richard  himfelf  entered  Guienne  with 
his  viftorious  army,  and  reduced  the  ’ ***** 
caftles  which  had  revolted.  During  the  courfe  ' 
of  feveral  months,  fruitlcfs  negociatiohs  were  in- 
terrupted by  defultory  enterprifes  j Dieppe  was 
furprifed  and  pillaged  bv  Philip ; Iflbudun  was  at 
faulted  and  captured  by  Richard ; and  the  fubjefts 
of  each  might  deplore,  with  reafon,  the  unabated 
rage  which  burned  in  the  bofoms  of  their  indignant 
fovercigns,  and  delivered  France  and  Normandy 
to  the  miferies  of  war.  That  rage  was  at  length 
rather  fufpended  than  extinguilhed  by  their  mutual 
weaknefs ; they  liftened  to  the  voice  of  reafon, 
and  the  remonftrances  of  the  legate  of  the  pope  j 
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and  a ; truce  for  fix  months  was  followed  by  d 
treaty  of  peace,  which  from  the  place  where  it 
was  concluded,  has  been  called  the  peace  of  Lou- 
viers:  The  principal  article  it  contained,  be- 
fides  reftoring  the  places  taken  on  each  fide/'  was 
the  delivery  of  Alice  to  her  brother  Philip ; and 
the  Helen  of  France  and  England  was  permitted, 
after  occafioning  the  effufion  of  fo  much  blood, 
to  beftow  her  hand  on  the  count  of  Ponthieu. 

^ P The  interefts  of  the  two  kings  had 
j 196, 1199.  reciprocally  inclined  them  to  peace; 
yet  their  interefts  yielded  to  their  unbridled  paf- 
fions,  and  fix  months  h^  fcarce  elapfed  before  the 
treaty  of  Louviers  was  violated.  Richard  had 
razed  the  fortrefs  of  a vaflal  belonging  to  Philip  ; 
and  the  king  of  France,  in  defence  of  his  depen- 
ant,  invaded  Normandy,  and  poflefled  himfelf  of 
Aumale ; but  his  progrefs  was  checked  by  Richard 
at  the  head  of  a fmall  but  veteran  body  of  forces. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  conteft,  the  Englifli  monarch 
dilplayed  a degree  of  policy  hitherto  unknown  to 
his  charadler:  He  attached  the  count  of  Touloiife 
to  his  party,  by  giving  him  in  marriage  his  filter 
Jane,  the  widow  of  William,  king  of  Sicily;  he 
, inflamed  Baldwin,  count  of  Flanders,  with  the 
hopes  of  recovering  the  county  of  Artois  ; and  he 
infinuated  to  the  minifters  of  Arthur,  the  fbn  of 
his  brother  Geoffrey,  and  who  inherited  the  county 
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of  Brittany,  the  probability  of  his  being  appointed 
his  fucceflbr  in  the  throne  of  England:  While 
Philip,  on  the  other  hand,  fecmed  to  have  changed 
dlfpofitions  with  his  rival,  and  adted  with  the  in- 
confiderate  levity  of  an  inexperienced  youth. 

Arras  was  befieged  by  the  count  of  Flanders  j 
and  the  French  king,  with  a nunierous  army,  ad- 
vanced to  the  relief  of  it.  Baldwin,  incapable  of 
oppofing  with  any  probability  of  fuccels  the  fu- 
perior  forces  of  F'rance,  retreated  before  them ; 
and  Philip  purfued.  him  with  improvident  ardour 
through  a country  interfefted  with  deep  ditches 
and  inclofures.  But  his  numbers  ferved  only  to 
augment  his  confufion  and  diftrefs ; unable  either 
to  advance  or  retire,  he  himfelf  Was  affailed  by 
the  flow  but  certain  attacks  of  famine ; and  was 
folely  extricated  from  the  danger  which  furrounded 
him,  by  the  moderation  of  the  count,  and  by 
his  own  fpecious  promifes.  Baldwin  improved 
the  opportunity  to  mediate  between  the  contend- 
ing monarchs,  and  a truce  of  a twelvemonth 
was  granted  at  his  interceffion.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  term  the  operations  of  war  were  re- 
commenced with  increafe  of  vigour ; and  only 
fufpended  at  the  holy  voice  of  pope  Innocent 
the  Third.  To  his  remonllrances,  five  years  of 
reludant  tranquillity  were  granted ; and  before 
this  fulpenfion  of  hoftilities  could  ripen  into  a 
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folid  peace,  Richard  himfelf  received  a mortal 
wound  as  he  prelTed  the  fiege  of  Chalus,  to 
extort  from  his  vaflal  Aymar,  vifeount  of  Li- 
moges, a treafurc  which  tliat  nobleman  had 
found. 

^ P The  death  of  Richard  relieved  Philip 
1I9J,  laoo.  from  a formidable  competitor;  but  his 
own  imprudence  allowed  him  not  to  enjoy  this 
Ihort  refpite  from  foreign  commotion,  and  he 
was  already  embarrafled  by  cares  of  a more  do- 
mcftic  nature.  The  night  that  delivered  Inger- 
berge  to  his  arms  had  extinguifhed  the  flame  of  his 
affedlion  ; the  virtues  of  the  princefs  were  not  Ca- 
pable of  affecting  the  dark  mind  of  her  hulband  ; 
and  at  his  command  Ihe  retired  to  a monaftery 
with  the  efteem  of  a people  who  revered  her  mo- 
defty,  her  piety,  and  her  patience.  Subfervient 
prelates,  obedient  to  the  powerful  voice  of  their 
fovereign,  were  readily  found  to  gratify  his  wilhes 
by  a fcntence  of  divorce,  under  pretence  of  con- 
fanguinity ; and  the  king,  three  years  after  his 
marriage  with  ingerberge,  efpoufed  Agnes,  the 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Dalmatia.  But  the 
refentment  of  the  Dane  was  aroufed  by  the  indig» 
nity  offered  to  his  fifter;  he  appealed  to  the  fa- 
cred  and  omnipotent  tribunal  of  Rome;  and,  after 
a’  variety  of  fcntences,  Philip  was  at  length 
conllrained  to  refign  the  poffeHion  of  Agnes,  and 
' to 
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to  re-call  Ingerberge  from  the  convent  to  the 
throne.  The  mind  of  Agnes  was  too  fenfible  of 
dilgrace  to  furvive  the  opprobrious  decifion  ; Ihe 
funk  beneath  the  weight  of  her  grief ; and  the 
court  of  Rome,  which  had  exiled  her  from  the 
bed  of  her  hufband,  legitimated  her  fon  and 
daughter,  the  fruits  of  their  connexion.  ^ 

John,  on  the  death  of  Richard,  had  occupied 
the  vacant  throne  of  his  brother ; but 
the  crown  of  England  was  claimed  by 
Arthur,  duke  of  Brittany,  the  grandfon  of  Henry 
the  Second,  by  his  third  fon  Geoffrey.  His 
inexperienced  years  were  guided  by  the  manly 
counfcls  of  his  mother  Conftance,  a princefs 
haughty  and  implacable,  bold  and  turbulent. 
Anjou,  Touraine,  and  Maine  acknowledged  the 
jurifdifHon  of  Arthur ; and  the  important  town 
of  Angers  was  delivered  by  the  governor  into 
his  hands.  In  fupport  of  his  title,  Philip  entered 
Normandy,  and  ravaged  with  impartial  rapacity 
the  country  that  he  claimed  for  his  youthful  ally ; 
while  John,  with  a confiderable  army,  inverted 
the  capital  of  Maine ; and  after  reducing  it, 
razed  the  walls  of  the  city  as  an  inftance  of  terror 
to  the  other  towns  that  might  be  inclined  to 
follow  the  example  of  Mans,  and  to  eredt  the 
rtandard  of  rebellion.  But  doubtful  of  the  rtrength 
of  his  fword,  he  preferred  the  arts  of  negociation. 

T 2 To 
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To  Lewis,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  king  of  France, 
he  offered  his  niece  Blanch,  the  daughter  of  Alonzo, 
king  of  Caftile,  and  promifed  to  entail  on  that 
princefs,  in  cafe  he  died  without  iffue,  all  his 
dominions  in  France  : To  Philip  he  immediately 
ceded  the  Vexin,  in  Normandy;  and  the  French 
monarch,  happy  in  terms  which  exceeded  his  mofl  . 
fanguine  expeftations,  acceded  to  the  propofal, 
and  abandoned  the  fupport  of  Arthur,  who  was 
compelled  to  renew  his  homage  to  John  for  the 
county  of  Brittany, 

^ P The  manners  of  a licentious  age  had 
3280,  1101.  already  loofened  the  facred  bands  of 
matrimony;  and  a voluptuous  prince  like  John, 
hefitated  not  to  divorce  his  prefent  confort  from  his 
bed,  and  to  raife  to  it  Ifabel  D’Angouleme,  whofe 
charms  had  inflamed  his  pafllons,  and  whofe  hand 
was  engaged  to  Hugh,  count  of  March.  But  the 
fubjefts  of  John  already  confpired  againft  a ca- 
pricious and  oppreflive  reign ; the  count  of  March 
refented  the  -indignity  that  had  been  offered  him  ; 
and  Philip  once  more  prepared  to  fupport  the  con- 
venient title  of  Arthur.  That  prince,  with  the 
treafures  of  France,  raifed  a conflderable  army,  and 
invefted  the  queen  dowager  Eleanor  in  Mirabeau, 
a city  of  Poitou.  John,  emerging  from  his  na- 
tural indolence,  haftened  to  the  relief  of  his  mo- 
ther ; Arthur  was  furprifed,  and  after  a gallant  re- 
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Mance,  was  taken  prifoner  by  his  uncle ; the 
caftle  of  Falaife  was  allotted  at  firft  for  his  refi- 
dence ; he  was  thence  removed  to  Rouen ; and 
the  manner  of  his  death,  which  plainly  evinced 
tlie  royal  hand  that  haftened  it,  inftead  of  efta- 
blilhing,  (hook  the  throne  of  John  to  its  very 
foundations. 

The  policy  of  Philip  induced  him  to  ^ P 
avenge  the  death  of  the  youth  whom  he  '»<>»• 
had  abandoned  when  alive ; John,  as  his  vaflal, 
was  fummoned  to  anfwer  the  charge  of  murder 
before  the  court  of  peers  at  Paris.  On  his  rcfufal, 
all  the  lands  which  he  held  as  fiefs  of  the  crown 
of  France  were  declared  forfeited.  Thefe  forms 
might  fanftion  the  proceedings  of  Philip ; but 
other  naeafures  were  requifite  to  difpoflefs  the 
powerful  mafter  of  Normandy;  and  in  a field  of 
battle,  not  in  a court  of  juftice,  the  differences 
of  monarchs  are  to  be  decided.  The  ftandard  of 
France  was  again  beheld  in  Normandy ; and  an 
indignant  people,  wlio  fcorned  the  tyrant  and  the 
afTaffin,  impatiently  crowded  to  join  it.  The  gates 
of  Alengon,  Conches,  Andeli,  and  Vaudrcuil,  were 
opened  at  his  approach ; the  forts  along  the  banks 
of  the  Loire  difplayed  the  colours  of  Philip ; and 
Chateau  Gaillard,  a caftle  erefted  by  Richard  on 
the  banks  of  the  Seine,  and  fuppofed  to  be  im- 
pregnable, after  a ficge  of  fix  montlis,  was  taken 
by  the  king  of  France. 


The 
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The  inaftivity  of  the  king  of  England  aftoniflied 
his  enemies,  and  extinguilhed  the  hopes  of  his 
friends : fie  had  indeed  aflembled  a powerful  ar- 
mament for  the  relief  of  Chateau  Gaillard ; but 
his  fleet  was,  delayed  by  adverfc  winds,  and  his 
foldiers  betrayed  thcmfelves  to  ruin  by  their  own 
rapacity.  Satisfied  with  this  effort,  he  relapfed  into 
his  former  indifference;  while  Philip  invefted 
Rouen,  which  capitulated  ; re  united  Normandy 
to  the  kingdom  of  France  ; and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Cliinon,  which  held  out  till  the  enfuing 
fummer,  completed  the  conqueft  of  Anjou,  Maine 
and  Touraine. 

^ jj  Guy  of  Tours,  who  by  his  marriage 
1205, 1106. ' with  Conflance,  the  mother  of  prince 
Arthur,  had  obtained  the  duchy  of  Brittany,  be- 
held with  a jealous  eye  the  cncreafing  power  of 
the  king  of  France,  which  threatened  to  over- 
whelm the  vaflals  of  the  crown.  His  refent- 
ment  againfl  the  affaffm  of  Arthur  was  facrificed 
to  his  inteieft;  he  renounced  the  party  of  Philip, 
and  endeavoured  to  rouze  the  infenfible  John 
from  the  lap  of  indolence.  For  a moment,  the 
king  of  England  feemed  awakened  from  his 
trance ; he  landed  at  Rochelle  with  a formidable 
force,  fuccefsfully  affaulted  the  town  of  Angers, 
and  might  have  once  more  reflored  his  warn- 
ing fortune.  But  the  flattering  profpeft  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  a?9 

again  blafted  by  his  levity:  Impatient  of  the  toils 
of  war,  he  concluded  a truce  for  two  years ; and 
the  duke  of  Brittany,  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of 
Philip,  was  compelled  to  fubferibe  the  humilia- 
ting conditions  impofed  by  that  haughty  mo- 
narch. 

The  arms  of  France  had  been  en-  ^ 
gaged  in  extending  the  dominions  and 
augmenting  the  authority  of  her  fovereign  ; they 
were  now  diverted  to  gratify  the  holy  ambition  of 
the  fuccelTors  of  St.  Peter,  and  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  hcrefy.  Raymond,  count  of  Touloufe, 
tolerated  in  his  principality  the  unbounded  free- 
dom of  religious  opinion ; and  the  court  of 
Rome  launched  her  thunders  againft  a feet  who 
rcjedlcd  her  tenets,  and  whom,  from  their  inha- 
biting near  Albi,  had  obtained  the  name  of  Albi- 
geois.  The  banner  of  the  trofs,  which  had  been 
unfurled  againlt  the  infidels  of  Afia,  was,  at  the 
command  of  Innocent  the  Third,  difplayed  for  the 
deftruifcion  of  the  diffenters  of  Europe  the  pious 
commilTion,  though  publickly  declined,  was  pri- 
vately connived  at  by  Philip ; and  the  county  of 
Touloufe  was  fucceflively  abandoned  to  the  facred 
fword  of  Eudes,  duke  of  Burgundy,  a.nd  the  de- 
vout barbarity  of  Simon  de  Montfort. 

The  fame  weapon  wliich  the  Roman  ^ P 
pontiff  had  fo  advantageoufly  employed 
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againft  the  Albigeois,  he  was  determined  to  try 
' the  temper  of  againft  England.  John  had  re- 
fiifed  to  admit  cardinal  Langton  as  legate  from 
the  holy  fee ; and  the  refentment  of  Innocent  ex- 
communicated the  king,  and  delivered  his  do- 
minions to  the  firft  invader.  Philip  readily  de- 
clared himfelf  the  champion  of  the  papal  autho- 
rity ; his  fon  Lewis  had  privately  aflumed  the 
crofs  againft  the  Albigeois ; and  his  father  was 
willing  to  divert  his  zeal  to  an  enterprife  which 
promifed  a more  fruitful  harveft.  But  the  pre- 
parations of  Philip  were  fcarcc  complete  before 
the  wrath  of  the  pope  was  extinguifhed  by  the  ab- 
jcftfubmifllonof  John:  That  prince,  in  the  prof- 
trate  pofture  of  humility,  condefeended  to  de- 
liver his  crown  into,  and  to  receive  it  again  from, 
the  hands  of  the  pope’s  legate.  This  a<ft  of  vaf- 
falage  was  rewarded  by  the  fucceflbr  of  St.  Peter 
with  abfolution ; but  the  people  beheld  with  in- 
dignation the  degrading  ceremony,  and  the  hatred 
for  their  fovereign  was  loft  in  contempt. 

^ ^ Although  Philip  had  readily  aflumed 

^ his  arms  at  the  voice  of  the  Roman 
pontiff,  he  was  not  inclined  to  abandon,  at  the 
fame  command,  an  enterprife  which  his  intereft 
recommended.  He  might  have  defpifed  the  cen- 
fures  of  the  court  of  Rome,  but  he  was  embarrafled 
by  the  intj  igues  and  preparations  of  the  king  of 

England : 
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England : That  prince  awakened  from  the  trance 
of  indolence  by  his  immediate  danger,  covered  the 
fca  with  his  fleets,  and  filled  every  court  with  nc- 
gociations  hoftile  to  France.  The  counts  of  Flan- 
ders, Bologne,  and  Touloufe,  confederated  with 
Otho,  emperor  of  Germany ; and  confident  of  fuc- 
pefe,  already  divided  in  imagination  the  domini- 
ons of  Philip.  That  monarch  firft  turned  his 
arms  againft  the  count  of  Flanders,  inve.lied 
Ghent,  and  blocked  up,  with  his  naval  forces,  the 
port  of  Dantzic  ■,  but  he  was  foon  compelled  to 
raife  the  fiege  with  lofs  j three  hundred  of  his 
fhips  were  deftroyed  by  the  fleets  of  John;  and 
the  king  of  England  having  extended  his  devaf- 
tations  as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  Britany,  retired 
to  Parthenais,  in  Poitou,  to  wait  the  operation  of 
his  allies  in  Flanders. 

Philip,  fenfible  that  it  was  more  honourable, 
and  not  more  dangerous,  boldly  to  encounter  his 
enemies  in  the  field  than  tamely  to  expedh  their 
attack,  qnarched  to  meet  the  forces  of  the  confe- 
derates. The  hofiile  armies  approached  each 
other  nearTournay;  and  the  village  of  Bouvines 
has  given  its  name  to  a battle  memorable  for  the 
rank,  the  valour,  and  the  numbers  of  the  com- 
batants. Under  the  ftandard  of  Philip  marched 
fifty  thoufand  men,  led  by  the  duke  of  Burgun- 
dy, the  counts  of  Dreux,  Nevers,  Sancerre, 

Ponthicu, 
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Ponthieu,  and  St.  Paul.  The  various  hoft  which 
followed  Otho  was  fwelled  to  a larger  amount, 
and  was  animated  by  the  prclence  of  the  dukes  of 
Limburgh,  Brabant,  and  Lorrain,  the  counts  of 
Namur,  Flanders,  and  Bologne,  with  the  carl  of 
Salifbury.  The  conflict  was  fierce,  bloody,  and 
for  a long  time  doubtful  j the  fortune  of  France 
and  Germany  alternately  prevailed ; Philip  lum- 
felf,  wounded  in  the  throat  and  dragged  from  his 
horfc,  was  in  danger  of  being  trampled  to  death ; 
Otho  was  furrounded_and  captured  by  his  ene- 
mies, and  refcued  with  difficulty.  But  the  valour 
of  the  French  triumphed  over  every  obftacle ; 
the  fun  which  ffione  on  their  backs,  dazzled  the 
eyes  of  their  adverfaries  j prefled  on  all  fides,  the 
confederates  endeavoured  in  vain  to  retire ; a gra- 
dual retreat  was  foon^  converted  into  a hafly  and 
tumultuous  flight ; and  the  counts  of  Flanders  and 
Bologne  deplored  in  chains  their  raffinefs  or  their 
guilt.  Yet  the  vidory  of  Bouvines  ferved  more 
eminently  to  difplay  the  policy  of  Philip ; He  was 
fenfible  the  late  formidable  confpiracy  was  formed 
rather  by  jealoufy  of  his  own  power  than  a re- 
gard for  John  ; he  was  willing  to  difarm  the  fuf-  ^ 
picions  of  his  fubjeds  j and  weary  of  command- 
ing an  army  where  the  troops  of  the  crown  bore 
but  a fmall  proportion  to  thofe  of  his  vaflals,  he 
confented  to  a truce  for  five  years,  and  determined 
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afliduoufly  to  employ  that  interval  in  amafTing 
treafurcs  that  might  enable  him  to  fupport  an 
independent  and  regular  body  of  forces. 

On  the  defeat  of  his  allies,  John  had  ^ p 
repaired  the  feas  to  England;  and  the 
tranquillity  which  he  might  have  derived  from  the 
late  truce  was  overwhelmed  by  a torrent  of  civil 
commotions.  The  Englilh  barons  had  eie6lcd 
the  ftandard  of  oppofition ; and  their  rights  were 
vindicated  from  the  opprellion  of  the  tyrant  by 
the  celebrated  charter,  the  bulwark  of  Englilh 
liberty,  which  fincc  has  been  known  by  the  name 
of  Magna  Charta.  It  was  fcarcely  I'ubfcribed 
before  it  was  violated  by  the  faithlefs  monarch ; 
the  pope,  to  whom  his  fubmiflive  conduffl  had  en- 
deared him,  abfolved  him  from  his  oath  ; and  the 
barons  deceived,  furprifed,  and  incapable  alone  of 
encountering  the  royal  forces,  invited  to  their  af- 
fiftance,  and  ftimulated  by  the  offer  of  the  a own 
of  England,  Lewis,  the  cldeft  fon  of  the  king  of 
France.  That  prince  endeavouretl  to  conceal 
the  claim  of  conqueft  under  the  lhadow  of  a title 
from  his  confort  Blanch,  the  grand-daughter  of 
Henry  the  Second;  and  his  preparations  were 
powerfully  but  privately  forwarded  by  his  father 
Philip,'  who  ftill  affefted  inviolably  to  maintain 
the  truce  he  had  concluded.  While  he  form  (bed 
tlie  young  prince  with  a formidable  armament. 
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he  prohibited  him  from  interfering  in  the  di/Ten* 
fions  of  England ; and  Lewis,  defying  the  vain 
thunders  of  the  Vatican,  failed  from  Calais,  land- 
ed at  Sandwich,  and  was  received  with  open  arms 
by  the  difeontented  nobles.  His  fuccefs  was  ra- 
pid, brilliant,  and  tranfient ; Rochefter  fubmitted, 
London  hailed  him  as  her  deliverer  and  her  fove- 
tcign,  and  for  a moment  his  reign  and  authority 
feemed  permanently  eftablilhed : But  this  gleam 
of  profperity  was  foon  over-clouded;  he  was  com- 
pelled fucceflively  to  rclinquilh  the  fieges  of 
Windfor  and  Dover  Caftles  with  difgrace.  The 
fudden  death  of  John  re-united  the  barons  in  their 
allegiance  to  his  in.^ant  fon  Henry ; and  Lewis  re- 
luftantly  evacuated  a capital  which  he  hatl  occu- 
pied too  haftily.  His  diftrefs  induced  him  to  con- 
fent  to  a truce  ; at  the  expiration  of  it  he  renewed 
his  fruitlcfs  efforts ; but  the  fleet  he  had  aflTembled 
was  intercepted  by  the  Englifli ; his  forces  were 
defeated  in  a battle  near  Lincoln ; and  the  pru- 
dent meafures  which  were  purfued  by  the  earl  of 
Pembroke,  the  regent  of  England,  were  attended 
by  a peace,  the  articles  of  which  ftipulated  the 
reftoration  to  Henry  of  the  Englifli  caftles  ftill 
occupied  by  Lewis,  and  his  influence  to  pro- 
cure the  reftitution  of  Normandy,  from  his  fa- 
ther Philip ; or  in  cafe  of  his  failing  in  that  en- 
deavour, his  folemn  promife  to  deliver  it  tq 
t the 
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the  Englifh  monarch  whenever  he  fhould  fuccecd 
to  the  throne  of  France. 

The  fentence  of  excommunication  a.  d. 
which  had  been  denounced  by  'the 
pope  againfl;  prince  Lewis  on  his  invading  Eng- 
land, was  repealed  by  his  legate;  and  Philip, 
after  fomc  defultory  attempts  againft  that  king- 
dom, confented  to  anotlier  truce  for  four  years. 
The  troubles  in  Touloufe  were  again  revived  by 
the  fury  of  pcrfecution ; the  patience  of  the  peo- 
ple was  exhaufted  by  the  inhumanity  of  Simon 
de  Montfort,  and  their  defpair  at  length  proved 
fatal  to  Simon  himfelf.  At  the  earned  intreaty 
of  the  Roman  pontiff",  Honorius  the  Third,  Lewis 
was  peripitted  by  his  father  to  unfurl  the  ban- 
ner of  the  crofs,  and  to  march  againd  the  Albi- 
geois.  His  efforts  were  baffled,  and  his  progrefs 
checked,  by  a race  of  enthufiafb  deditute  of 
hope  and  incapable  of  fear ; and  he  was  recalled 
from  an  unprofitable  field,  which  afforded  not  a 
fingle  leaf  of  laurel,  by  the  prudence  of  a parent 
^ anxious  for  the  tottering  reputation  of  liis  fon. 

That  parent,  at  length,  approached  ^ ^ 
the  end  of  his  long  and  fplendid  career.  " 
Amauri  de  Montfort,  inflamed  with  religious  zeal 
and  hereditary  enmity  againd  the  fc6taries  of  tlie 
church,  who  were  dained  with  the  blood  of  his 
father,  and  to  engage  Lewis  with  more  ardour  in 

die 
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the  holy  warfare,  propofed  to  refign  to  the  crown 
of  France  his  rights  to  the  duchy  of  Narbonne, 
the  county  of  Touloufe,  and  all  thofc  lands  which 
pope  Innocent  the  Third  had  fo  liberally  bellowed 
upon  Simon  de  Montfort  in  the  council  of  Late- 
ran : This  important  offer  was  referred  to  an  af- 
fembly  of  the  nobles  and  clergy,  at  Paris ; and  as 
Philip,  with  the  intention  of  being  prefent  him- 
felf,  purfued  his  journey  from  his  new  acquifitions 
in  Normandy  to  his  capital,  he  was  arrelled  by 
death  at  the  town  of  Mante,  in  the  forty-fourth 
year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  fifty-ninth  of  his 
age.  As  a general,  his  reputation  at  leaft  equalled 
that  of  his  contemporaries;  and  the  ingenuity 
with  which  he  invented  a variety  of  warlike  en- 
gines, for  the  deftru£lion  of  the  human  race,  may 
be  either  applauded  or  regretted.  But  the  cha- 
raftcr  of  the  hero  was  furpaffed  by  that  of  the 
ftatefman ; his  policy  extended  the  narrow  limits 
of  kingly  power;  and  his  fuccellbrson  the  tlirone 
of  France  were  indebted  to  Philip  for  the  grandeur 
they  attained.  i 
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Chapter  the  Ninth. 


REIGN  AND  DEATH  OF  LEWIS  THE  EIGHTH; IS 

SUCCEEDED  BY  HIS  SON,  LEWIS  THE  NINTH. — ■ 

REGENCY  OF  QUEEN  BLANCH.  LEWIS  AS- 

SU.MES  THE  CROSS,  AND  E.MBARKS  FOR  EGYPT. 

REDUCES  DAMIF.TTA  ; IS  DEFEATED,  AND 

TAKEN  PRISONER  BY  THE  INFIDELS;  RAN- 
SOMED, AND  RETURNS  TO  FRANCE.  CON- 

QIIEST  OF  SICILY  BY  THE  COUNT  OF  ANJOU.  — 
LEWIS  ENGAGES  A SECOND  TIME  J^N  A HOLY 
WAR;  — LANDS,  AND  EXPIRES  ON  'THE  COAST 
OF  AFRICA. 


L E W I S the  Eighth  was  fcarcely  ui3^i«4. 
feated  on  the  throne  of  France,  before  Henry 
the  Third,  of  England,  demandeej  by  a folemn 
tmbafly  the  reftoration  of  the  dominions  which  his 
father  had  poflrfied  in  France,  and  which  Lewis 
had  bound  himfelf  by  oath  to  fiirrendcr.  But 
the  hour  of  danger  was  paffed ; and  the  French 
monarch  was  not  deftitutc  of  plaufible  pretences 
to  conceal  his  want  of  faith.  In  the  language  of 

recrimi- 
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recrimination,  he  urged  that  the  Englifh  barons 
had  not  been  confirmed  in  thole  privileges  which 
the  treaty  ftipulated,  and  that  a heavy  ranfom  had 
been  unjuftly  extorted  from  the  French  prifoners. 
Senfible  that  the  difpute  muft  be  decided  by 
arms,  he  extended  his  negociations  with  foreign 
powers;  and  fortified  by  the  alliances  of  Frede* 
rick,  emperor  of  Germany,  and  Hugh,  count  of 
March,  who  had  married  the  queen  dowager  of 
England,  he  immediately  invaded  Poitou.  Niorc 
and  Rochelle  were  gradually  and  fuccellively 
reduced;  and  Bourdeaux,  with  the  country  be- 
yond the  river  Garonne,  were  all  that  remained 
of  the  extenfive  territories  formerly  poflefled  by 
England.  ' To  preferve  thefe,  Henry  conferred  on 
his  brother  Richard,  earl  of  Cornwall,  the  title  of 
count  of  Poitou,  and  furnilhed  him  with  a for- 
midable fquadron,  and  a confiderable  body  of 
forces,  to  fupport  his  new  dignity.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Poitou,  flattered  by  the  prefence  of  a 
prince  of  the  blood  royal,  crowded  to  his  ftand- 
ard:  The  fpirit  of  oppofition  was  revived;  the 
career  of  Lewis  was  checked;  and  that  monarch, 
impatient  to  engage  in  a new  enterprife,  confent- 
cd  to  a truce  for  three  years. 

£,  The  court  of  Rome  ftrongly  foli- 
1J.I+,  1116.  cited  the  king  of  France  to  refume 
the  crofs,  and  again  to  march  againft  the  Albi- 
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geois.  The  memory  of  his  former  inglorious 
campaign  might  deter  him^  for  a moment,  but 
the  vehemence  of  the  pope  triumphed  over  all 
oppofition  : On  this  occafion  Lewis  thought  fit  to 
accept  the  offer  of  Amauri  de  Montfort  j and  in 
return  for  the  ceflion  of  the  claims  which  he  de- 
rived from  the  liberality  of  the  Roman  pontiff, 
Montfort  received  the  promife  of  the  poll  of  Con- 
ftable,  as  foon  as  it  fliould  become  vacant.  ,The 
thunders  of  the  Vatican  had  already  been  launched 
againft  the  count  of  Touloufe  and  his  adherents, 
and  the  king  of  France  prepared  to  fupport  thefe 
fpiritual  cenfures  with  a powerful  army : From 
Lyons  he  diredled  his  march  along  the  banks  of 
the  Rhone,  and  invefted  Avignon  with  fifty  thou- 
fand  men.  The  inhabitants,  animated  by  de- 
Ipair,  defended  themfelves  with  obftinate  valour ; 
and  the  king,  after  the  lofs  of  the  braved  of 
his  troops,  was  forced  to  grant  that  capitulation  at 
lad,  which  he  had  rcftifed  at  fird.  Withahar- 
raffed  and  dilpirited  army,  he  turned  from  the 
hodilc  walls  of  Touloufe  j and  in  his  retreat  was 
feized  at  Montpenfier  with  a mortal  didemper, 
which  terminated  a reign  of  three,  and  a life  of 
thirty-nine  years. 

Lewis  the  Ninth,  who  attained  the 
pious  furname  of  Saint,  was  fcarce 
eight  years  old  when  his  father  expired ; and 
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his  tender  age  was  entrufted  to  the  care  of  his 
mother,  Blanch,  the  daughter  of  Alonzo,  king 
of  Caftile ; That  princefs  affumed  the  reins  of 
government,  and  held  them  with  more  than  fe- 
male firmnefs.  Inftead  of  vainly  lamenting  over 
the  tomb  of  her  late  confort,  (he  employed  the 
immediate  moments  to  fecure  the  crown  and  re- 
gal autltority  of  her  fon.  The  youthful  king  was 
crowned  at  Rheims  by  the  bifhop  of  Soiflbnsj 
and,  fenfible  of  the  intrigues  of  the  nobles,  who 
had  long  regretted  the  diminution  of  their  former 
independence,  and  who  beheld  with  pleafure  the 
favourable  opportunity  which  now  prefented  itfelf^ 
Ihe  prepared  to  encounter  their  arts  with  equal 
arms. 

The  moft  powerful  of  the  confederates,  whofe 
fecret  counfels  and  open  preparations  threatened 
the  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  and  Ihook  the 
very  foundations  of  the  th’-one,  were,  Philip,  fur- 
named  Hurfpel,  rude,  the  fon  of  Philip-Auguftus, 
by  Agnes  the  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Dalmatia ; 
and  who,  from  the  affeftion  of  his  father,  derived 
the  title  of  count  of  Clermont,  and  from  his 
marriage  that  of  count  of  Bologne : Joanna, 
countd's  of  Flanders,  who  from  the  imprifonment 
of  her  hufband  Ferdinand  after  the  battle  of  Bou- 
vines,'  governed  that  province  with  independent 
authority,  and  purfued  with  implacable  liatred 
3 the 
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tlie  queen-dowager : Peter  de  Drcux,  the  grand- 
fon  of  Robert,  the  fourth  fon  of  Lewis  the  Grofi, 
and  who,  as  the  hufband  of  Conftance,  ruled  with 
the  title  of  count  the  fertile  country  of  Brittany ; 
Thibaud,  count  of  Champagne,  who  prefumed  to 
profefs  himfclf  the  pcrfonal  admirer  of  Blanch, 
and  whofe  vanity  and  jealoufy  armed  him  againft 
her  adminiftration : Raymond,  count  ofTouloufe, 
whofe  dominions  had  lately  been  devoted  to  reli- 
gious perfccution,  and  who  fought  for  peace 
amidft  the  calamities  of  warj  and  Berengcr,^count 
of  Provence,  whofe  honourable  revolt  was  aftuated 
by  the  fincere  and  Heady  friencllhip  which  he  had 
ever  profefled  and  maintained  to  the  count  of 
Touloufe.  The  private  motives  of  the  confede- 
rates were  veiled  by  the  pretence  of  public  good  j 
and  their  demands  were  recommended  by  their 
apparent  moderation.  They  required,  before 
they  yielded  their  homage  to  the  king,  that  the 
queen  Ihould  fccure  to  them  the  inviolable 
maintenance  of  thofe  laws  to  which,  by  birth, 
Ihe  was  a ftranger  j that  Ihe  fhould  reftore  the 
eftates  which  had  been  confifeated  during  the  for- 
mer reign  and  that  fhe  fhould  releafe  the  pri- 
foners  of  ftate,  particularly  Ferdinand,  count  of 
Flanders. 

Blanch,  determined  to  preferve  the  P 
dignity  of  the  crown  entrufted  to  her 
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care  pure  and  immaculate,  rejefted  their  de- 
mands ; and  while  ihc  diligently  collefted  a fmall 
but  well  - difciplined  body  of  forces,  Ihc  con- 
defcended  to  employ  every  fpecies  of  art,  and  to 
exert  the  influence  of  her  charms.  The  count 
of  Champagne  was  rather  allured  to  her  fide, 
tlian  awed  by  her  power ; the  countefs  of  Flan- 
ders was  embarrafled  by  the  releafe  of  her  huf- 
band,  which  decency  compelled  her  to  require, 
but  intereft  prompted  her  to  dread ; while  Fer- 
dinand difplayed,  with  perfevering  fidelity,  his 
gratitude  to  his  royal  deliverer.  By  a prudent 
diftribution  of  favours,  the  minds  of  the  confpi- 
rators  were  foothed  and  conciliated  j the  ceremony 
of  homage  was  gradually  acquiefced  in  j and  the 
tempcft  which  had  threatened  to  fubvcrt  the  infant 
authority  of  Lewis,  was  for  a moment  hulhed  and 
appcafed. 

^ P But  this  calm  proved  deceitful ; and 
11*9, 1133.  while  Blanch  flattered  herfelf  with  the 
profpeft  of  returning  tranquillity,  the  ftorm  burft 
forth  with  redoubled  violence.  Philip,  count  of 
Bologne,  who  had  fecrctly  nurfed  the  hopes  of 
the  confpirators,  now  openly  credted  the  ftandard 
of  rebellion,  and  even  afpircd  to  mount  the  throne 
of  France.  Difappointed  in  his  attempt  to  feize 
the  pcrfon  of  the  king,  he  endeavoured  to  de- 
lude the  queen  with  a fmall  and  inadequate  force 
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into  the  hoftilc  county  of  Brittany ; but  the  fnare 
was  difcovered  to  Blanch  by  the  affection  of  the 
count  of  Champagne ; and  when  the  confederates 
hoped  to  fecure  their  important  prize,  their  mea- 
fures  were  again  difconcerted  by  the  appearance  of 
that  nobleman,  at  the  head  of  a fuperior  army. 
The  queen  feized  the  moment  of  fuccefs  to  ne- 
gociate  with  the  count  of  Bologne  j fhe  con- 
vinced him  that  his  real  intereft  was  to  main- 
tain the  authority  of  the  king,  his  nephew ; (he  un- 
folded the  fecret  defigns  of  the  confederates  ; and 
plainly  proved,  that  while  they  flattered  his  am- 
bition with  the  profpeft  of  royalty,  their  inclina- 
tions were  unanimoufly  direfted  towards  Engue- 
rand  de  Coucy,  a nobleman  confpicuous  above 
his  contemporaries  for  his  virtues  and  abilities. 
Philip  confented  to  exchange  his  vifionary  hopes 
of  a crown  for  the  folid  emoluments  of  a penfion. 
The  intr^ues  of  Bhirch ‘extended  even  tof  the 
court  of  London ; and  the  minifters  of  Henry 
were,  by  fj^endid  prefents  and  artful  gratifications, 
induced  to  fubferibe  a truce  for  three  years,  while 
the  count  of  Brittany  was  humbled  by  the  arms  of 
the  queen,  and  reluftantly  fubmitted  to  the  humi- 
liating language  of  feigned  penitence. 

In  the  lapfe  of  thefe  various  commo-  ^ P 
tions,  the  king  himfelf  had  attained  the  '*«> 
age  of  nineteen  years  •,  and  at  the  command  of 
U 3 his 
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his  mother,  he  beftowed  his  hand  on  Margaret,' 
the  daught.T  of  the  count  of  Provence  : Yet 
Blanch  ftill  maintained  her  former  afcendancy; 
and  the  count  of  Brittany,  who  had  prefumed 
once  more  to  provoke  her  refentment,  was  re- 
duced, pioftrate  on  the  ground,  and  with  a rope 
about  his  neck,  to  implore  the  pardon  of  Lewis. 
The  vanity  of  Thibaud,  count  of  Champagne, 
had  engaged  him  in  frelh  intrigues;  his  rcfift- 
ance  was  inglorious,  his  fubmillion  abjed ; and  the 
nobles,  baffled  in  their  fucceffive  enterprifes,  af- 
fumed  the  crofs,  and  in  the  wars  of  Palcftine 
found  employment  for  their  turbulent  and  reftlefs 
valour.  On  their  return  they  refumed  their  fac- 
tious cabals ; and  the  counts  of  March  and  Brit- 
tany renewed  their  negociations  with  Henry  of 
England,  a prince,  weak,  fickle,  and  indigent. 
His  feeble  aid  ferved  only  to  augment  the  glory 
of  Lewis,  who  in  two  feparatc  engagemehts  tri- 
umphed over  his  revolted  fubjefts.  The  count  of 
Touloufe  was  the  laft  who  defied  his  arms;  even 
his  fpirit  was  at  length  fubdued,  and  he  was 
happy  to  obtain  from  the  clemency  of  the  king, 
terms  which  permitted  him  the  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  his  dominions,  but  at  the  fame  time  pre- 
cluded him  from  future  oppofition;  while  Lewis 
beheld  himfelf  peaceably  eftablilhed  on  the  throne, 
and  invefted  with  the  fame  royal  prerogative  as 
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his  father  Philip  had  poflefled  in  the  plenitude  of 
his  power. 

Two  regulations  proclaim  the  pru-  u 

dence  and  policy  of  Lewis.  The  firft,  “4** 

under  pretence  of  preventing  ftrangers  from  in- 
heriting lands  in  France  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
natives,  precluded  the  nobles  from  marrying  their 
daughters  to  foreigners,  and  reftrained  them  from 
increafing  their  influence  by  conne£lions  and  al- 
liances with  the  neighbouring  powers.  The  fecond 
compelled  the  vaflals  of  the  crowns  of  France  and 
England,  tp  determine  to  which  fovereign  they 
would  yield  homage  ; and  finally  abolilhed  the 
dangerous  cuftom  of  adhering  to  cither,  as  their 
caprice  or  intereft  fuggefted.  Yet  even  in  this 
edidt,  the  humanity  of  ^..ewis  was  confpicuous, 
and  his  juftice  indemnified  thofe  who  adhered  to 
him  for  the  lands  that  they  forfeited,  by  feceding 
from  the  king  of  England, 

A dangerous  indifpofition,  which 
menaced  the  life  of  Lewis,  was  pro- 
dudlivc  of  a fatal  vow  to  march  in  pcrlbn  againft 
the  infidels,  whofe  fucceflive  vidlories  had  over- 
whelmed the  Chriftians  of  the  eaft:  Yet  the  blind 
zeal  which  induced  him  to  defeend  from  his 
throne  to  feck  the  advcntiycs  of  a fpiritual  knight- 
errant,  did  not  prevent  him  from  concerting  his 
meafures  with  the  utmoil  prudence  and  (brefrght. 
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To  Iccure  the  tranquillity  of  his  kingdom  during 
his  abfence,  he  engaged  the  turbulent  counts  of 
March  and  Brittany  to  Ihare  with  him  the  merits 
of  the  holy  warfare.  In  conformity  with  the 
general  practice,  he  publilhed  that  he  was  ready 
to  redrefs  every  injury  he  had  offered  j and  the 
king  of  England  demanded  by  his  brother,  the 
earl  of  Co^iwall,  the  duchy  of  Normandy,  and 
the  reft  of  thofe  territories  in  France,  of  which 
he  had  been  unjullly  defpoiled.  To*  the  bilhops 
of  that  duchy  the  application  was  referred;  and 
the  general  charafter  of  Lewis  allows  us  to  fup- 
pofe  his  refufal  the  refult  of  their  decifion : Yet 
Henry  confented  to  renew  the  truce  between  the 
two  kingdoms ; and  the  French  monarch,  after 
entrufting  to  his  mother  Blanch  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment, prepared  for  his  departure. 

To  furnifli  an  armament  equal  to 

A.D.i*4«-  . j ^ « 

the  arduous  enterprife,  France  was  ex- 

haufted  of  troops  and  treafures : The  fea  was 

wltttcned  with  eighteen  hundred  fails;  and  nine 

thoufand  five  hundred  horfe,  and  one  hundred 

and  thirty  thoufand  foot,  have  been  computed  as 

the  number  of  the  martial  pilgrims.  Margaret 

fliared  the  dangers  of  her  royal  confort ; and  his 

two  brothers,  Robert  count  of  Artois,  and  Charles 

count  of  Anjou,  and  afterwards  king  of  N aples, 

were  th«  companions  of  his  toils.  The  fleet  wit^i 

favourable 
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favourable  winds  reached  the  coaft  of  Cyprus ; 
the  troops  were  difembarked  on  the  friendly  fhore ; 
and  during  the  fcverity  of  winter,  their  ftrength 
was  recruited  and  their  health  reftorcd  by  the 
plenty  of  that  idand. 

On  the  approach  of  fpring,  it  was 
determined  to  commence  the  opera- 
tions  of  war;  and  it  was  hoped  that  Paleftine  might 
be  fubdued  in  Egypt,  a country  from  which  the 
Modems  derived  the  moft  effedlual  fupport. 
After  a profperous  voyage,  the  fleet  call:  an- 
chor in  the  mouth  of  the  Nile ; and  Lewis,  in 
complete  armour,  the  Oriflame  waving  before 
him,  leaped  foremoft  on  the  beach.  The  ftrong 
city  of  Damietta,  which  for  fixteen  months  had 
formerly  withftood  the  aflaults  of  the  Chriftians, 
was  abandoned  by  the  trembling  infidels  on  the 
firft  attack ; but  that  town  was  the  firft  and 
laft  of  his  conquefts.  A ruinous  delay  introduced 
into  the  camp  the  feeds  of  an  epidemical  difeafe ; 
and  the  progrefs  of  the  Franks,  whole  columns 
pointed  towards  Cairo,  the  capital  of  Egypt,  was 
impeded  by  an  unfeafonable  inundation  of  the 
Nile.  Under  the  eye  of  their  intrepid  monarch, 
the  barons  and  knights  of  France  difplayed  their 
invincible  contempt  of  danger  and  of  difciplinej 
the  count  of  Artois,  with  about  two  thoufand  of 
the  flower  of  the  army,  paflTed  the  deep  and 
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rapid  ftream ; and  with  inconfiderate  valotlr 
rufhed  towards,  and  ftormed  the  town  of  Maf- 
foura.  But  the  momentary  confternarion  of  the 
inhabitants  was  difpelled  by  the  intelligence  that 
the  main  body  of  the  French  was  ftill  feparated 
by  the  Nile  from  the  rafh  alTailants.  ' The  flying 
Moflems  were  rallied  by  a foldier  who  deferved, 
and  who  afterwards  ufurped,  the  feeptre ; and 
before  the  Chriftians  could  arrive  to  the  fupport 
of  their  van-guard,  the  count  of  Artois  and  his 
fearlefs  companions  had  effaced,  by  a glorious 
death,  the  fatal  error  of  impetuous  courage.  The 
battle  was  with  difficulty,  reftored,  and  the  Sara- 
cens were  at  length  compelled  to  rclinquiffi  the 
field  to  the  daring  warriors  of  France,  animated  by 
die  example  of  their  gallant  monarch. 

But  the  unprofitable  viftory  ferved  only  to  aug- 
ment the  diflrefs  of  the  Franks;  and  they  too 
plainly  difeerned  that  the  utmoft  efforts  of  mili- 
tary fkill  and  valour  were  of  no  avail.  By  thefe 
efforts  their  fate  might  be  procraftinated,  but  it 
could  not  be  averted.  From  the  increafing  num- 
bers of  the  infidels,  they  were  compelled  to  fhelter 
themfelves  in  a ftrong  camp;  while  the  Nile  was 
commanded  by  the  Egyptian  gallies,  and  the  open 
country  by  the  Arabs.  All  provifions  were  in- 
tercepted ; each  day  difplayed  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  difeafe  and  farnine ; and  a fliower  of  Greek 
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fire  was  inceflantly  poured  on  their  heads  by  the 
furrounding  Saracens.  The  moment  the  inva- 
ders determined  to  retreat,  they  difeovered  that 
it  was  imprafticable.  The  Oriental  writers  con- 
fefs  that  Lewis  might  have  efcaped  by  fea,  if  he 
would  have  defected  his  fuSjedls;  and  policy 
would  have  juftified  the  prudent,  though  inglori- 
ous flight.  But  his  magnanimous  mind  prefer- 
red the  thorny  path  of  honour  j with  his  brother, 
the  count  of  Anjou,  the  greateft  part  of  his  no- 
bles, and  the  fliattered  remnant  of  his  army,  the 
king  of  France  became  the  captive  of  the  vifto- 
rious  followers  of  Mahomet. 

A triumph  fo  fplendid,  a vidlory  fo  important, 
was  fullied  by  the  cruelty  of  the  conquerors ; the 
captive  monarch  was  himfelf  loaded  with  chains ; 
his  fubjefts,  who  were  unable  to  ranfom  their 
lives,  were  inhumanly  malTacred,  and  their  heady 
were  expofed  to  the  derifion  of  the  inhabitants  on 
the  walls  of  Cairo.  But  the  ftrength  of  Damietta 
was  the  fecurity  of  Lewis  j to  the  fortifications  of 
that  city  he  had  entrufted  his  royal  confort  and 
his  treafures.  The  Saracens  beheld  with  hope- 
lefs  eyes  the  folid  towers  which  mocked  their 
feeble  alTaults ; and  the  deliverance  of  Lewis,  and 
that  of  his  foldiers,  was  obtained  by  the  reftitution 
of  Damietta  and  the  payment  of  four  hundred 
thoufand  pieces  of  filver. 

After 
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After  fulfilling  thcfe  conditions  with 
fcrupulous  integrity,  Lewis,  with  his 
queen  Margaret  and  about  fix  thoufand  foldiers, 
the  war-wor’n  relics  of  his  former  hoft,  embanked 
on  board  the  gallies  of  Genoa,  for  the  port  of 
Acre  in  Paleftine.  It  might  have  been  reafon- 
ably  concluded,  that  after  his  late  misfortune  he 
would  have  relinquilhed  the  vain  hope  of  eaftern 
laurels,  and  returned  to  the  government  of  his 
own  kingdom;  But  he  was  unwilling  to  revifit 
his  dominions  without  glory  ; and  he  confided  in 
the  vigilance  and  ability  of  his  mother  Blanch. 
The  fortitude  of  that  princefs  was  overwhelmed  by 
tlie  difaftrous  campaign  in  Egypt,  and  the  capti- 
vity of  her  fon ; a weak  adminiftration  and  mourn- 
ful exiftence  were  prolonged  for  about  two  years, 
till  file  funk  into  tlie  grave,  beneath  the  inceflant 
prefiurc  of  unavailing  forrow. 

The  death  of  Blanch,  and  the  re- 
A.  1 15+-  jTjonftrances  of  his  fubjefts,  recalled 
Lewis  fiom  Acre;  within  the  walls  of  which  ci- 
ty, unable  to  vifit  Jerufalem,  he  had  inglorioufiy 
wafted  four  years.  Though  received  by  the 
acclamations  of  his  people,  his  drefs  was  plain, 
and  his  features  melancholy;  the  former  was  ftill 
imprefied  with  the  fign  of  the  crofs;  the  latter 
difplayed  the  evident  marks  of  his  defeat:  Yet 
the  magnificence  of  tiie  monarch  was  beheld  with 
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admiration  in  his  reception  of  Henry  the  Third 
of  England,  who  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
an  expedition  into  Gafeony  to  vifit  Paris.  The 
Iplcndour  ofhis  entertainment  was  enchanced  by  the 
courteous  manners  of  Lewis ; and  the  interview 
between  the  two  kings  was  followed  by  a renewal 
of  the  former  truce  for  two  years  longer ; while 
the  connexions  of  the  king  of  France  were  ex- 
tended by  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Ifabella 
with  Thibaud  the  Second,  king  of  Navarre,  and 
count  of  Champagne  and  Brie. 

The  fame  juftice  with  which  Lewis  P 
governed  his  own  dominions,  (hone  **S5> 
with  diftinguilhed  luflrre  in  every  tranfaftion  with 
his  neighbours.  He  conciliated  the  differences 
between  the  dowager  countefs  of  Provence,  mo- 
ther of  his  confort,  and  his  own  brother,  the  count 
of  Anjou.  His  decifion,  which  deprived  the  latter 
of  certain  caftles,  the  objeX  of  their  difpute,  was 
rendered  palatable  to  Charles  by  a liberal  pecu- 
niary compenfation  from  his  own  treafury.  To 
Henry  the  Third,  as  an  equivalent  for  his  vain 
pretenfions  to  Normandy,  he  ceded  the  Limofin, 
Querci,  and  Perigordj  and  the  terms  which  he 
granted  to  the  Englifh,  when  their  government 
was  diftraXed  by  the  w’eaknefs  of  their  king  and 
the  ambition  of  his  miniftcr,  the  daring  and  en- 
terprifing  carl  of  Leicefter,  might,  even  in  a more 
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profperous  Rate  of  their  affairs,  have  been  deemed 
reafonable  and  advantageous.  Between  that  mi- 
nifter  and  his  Ibvereign,  the  king  of  Fiance  was 
chofen  to  mediate  ■,  and  a reference  fo  honoura- 
ble to  his  int^rity,  was  juftified  by  his  moderate 
and  lenient  counfels.  To  this  arbitration  fucceed- 
cd  the  concerns  of  his  own  family ; and  on  the 
death  of  his  eldefl:  fon,  Lewis  negociated  the  m ar- 
riage  of  Philip,  the  next,  with  Ifabella,  the  princefs 
of  Arragon,  who  had  been  previoufly  engaged  to 
the  deceafed  prince. 

But  the  fame  equity  which  charafter- 
ized  Lewis,  refided  not  in  the  bofom 
of  his  brother  Charles;  eminent  for  ferocious 
manners  and  brutal  courage,  the  court  of  Rome, 
with  tranfport,  acknowledged  him  the  chofen 
champion  of  her  eternal  enmity  to  the  imperial 
houfe  of  Swabia.  The  crown  of  the  two  Sici- 
lies had,  been  ufurped  by  Mainfroy,  the  baftard  of 
Frederic  the  Second,  to  the  prejudice  of  Conra- 
din,  the  nephew  of  that  emperor.  Pope  Clement 
the  Fourth,  equally  inimical  to  both,  as  the  fuc- 
* ceffor  of  St.  Peter,  beftowed  the  important  prize 
OH  the  count  of  Anjou.  The  banner  of  the  crofs 
was  unfurled  againft  the  domeftic  enemy  of  the 
Vatican;  and  Charles,  at  the  head  of  the  chivalry 
of  France,  on  the  bloody  plains  of  Beneventum, 
defpoiled  Mainfroy  of  his  crown  and  life.  The 
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death  of  the  ufurper  awakened  from  obfeurity  the 
pretenfions  of  Conradin;  but  the  haplefs  youth 
funk  in  the  unequal  conflidl,  a prifoner  to  the  un- 
feeling conqueror:  His  rights  were  extinguifhed 
on  a public  fcaffoldj  the  forms  of  juftice  were 
proftituted,  to  veil  the  cruelty  of  the  viftor,  and 
to  aggravate  the  anguifti  of  the  vanquilhed;  and 
the  eftablifhment  of  Charles  on  the  throne  of  the 
two  Sicilies,  gave  rife  to  what  the  French  have 
ftyled  the  flrft  race  of  Anjou. 

Sixteen  years  of  peace  had  oblite-  ^ P 
rated  from  the  mind  of  Lewis  the  »»**> 
misfortunes  of  his  former  crufade;  the  latent 
flame  of  enthufiafm,  which  had  been  damped  by 
his  defeat  in  Egypt,  was  not  extinguifhed,  and  the 
breath  of  opportunity  was  only  wanting  to  fan  and 
revive  the  dormant  embers.  The  wifdom  of  his 
regulations  had  reftored  the  tranquillity  of  his 
dominions;  his  coffers  were  recruited,  his  finances 
augmented,  and  his  hopes  expanded.  His  filent 
preparations  had  been  inceffantly  direfted  towards 
the  Angle  objeft  of  his  devout  ambition ; the  lofs 
of  Antioch  provoked  the  more  immediate  execu- 
tion of  his  defigns:  His  example  was  followed  by 
his  three  fons,  Philip,  John,  and  Peter,  by  his 
nephew  the  count  of  Artois,  and  by  the  moft  gal- 
lant fpirits  of  the  court  of  France.  The  reins 
of  government  during  his  abfence  were  entrufted 
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to  the  vigilance  of  Matthew,  abbot  of  St.  De- 
nys, who  derived  his  noble  lineage  from  the  counts 
of  Vendome;  and  to  Simon  de  Clermont,  count 
ofNefle,  juftly  cftcemed  for  the  united  qualities 
of  his  head  and  heart. 

Aigues-mortes,  a fmall  fea-port  of  Languedoc, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Rhone,  was  a fecond  time 
rendered  remarkable  by  the  embarkation  of 
Lewis;  and  the  fleet  of  France,  inftead  of  direft- 
ing  its  courfe  towards  Paleftine  or  Egypt,  fleered 
for  the  coafl  of  Africa.  An  obfcure  king  of 
Tunis,  (whofe  doubtful  name  of  Muley-Mortan- 
ga  or  Omar  attefls  his  infignificance)  had  profefled 
his  inclination  to  abjure  the  tenets  of  Mahomet 
for  thofe  of  Chrifl ; and  the  vain  report  of  an  im- 
menfe  trcafure  reconciled  the  more  interefled  pil- 
grims to  the  wild  and  vifionary  enterprife.  But 
caprice  or  policy  had  already  united  the  fickle  or 
crafty  barbarian  to  the  precepts  of  the  Koran; 
and  inflead  of  a zealous  profelyte,  Lewis  en- 
countered an  aftive  and  formidable  enemy.  The 
walls  of  Carthage  were  indeed  flormed  by  the 
impetuous  valour  of  the  French;  but  their  ftrength 
was  exhaufled  before  the  gates  of  T unis ; and  the 
warriors  of  the  wefl  panted  beneath  the  fultry 
heats,  and  expired  on  the  burning  fands  of  Africa, 
The  king  himfelf  was  at  length  infedted  by  the 
peflilential  blafl,  and  he  breathed  his  laft  on  the 
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inhofpitablc  ftiore,  in  the  forty- fourth  year  of  his 
reign,  and  the  fifty-fixth  year  of  his  age.  In  his  fin- 
gular  charafter  were  united  the  virtues  of  the  faint 
and  the  heroj  and  his  piety  and  equity  in  peace 
were  not  more  confpicuous  than  his  fortitude  and 
valour  in  war.  The  father  of  his  people,  his  heart 
ever  fympathizcd  with  their  miferies,  and  his  hand 
was  ever  ftretched  out  to  ."^lieve  their  diftrefs.  His 
prudent  policy  preferved  them  from  the  calamities 
of  foreign  invafion ; but  his  excellent  underftand- 
ing  was  clouded  by  the  fumes  of  enthufiafm ; and 
the  flaughter  of  his  fubjefts,  his  own  captivity,  and 
at  length  his  death,  were  the  fatal  confcqucnces  of 
a blind  fuperftition. 
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Chapter  the  Tenth. 


■ REIGN  OT  PHILIP  THE  THIRD,  SURNAMED  THE 

HARDY. REVOLT  OF  SICILY  FROM  CHARLES  OF 

ANJOU. DEATH  OF  PHILIP  THE  THIRD,  AND 

SUCCESSION  OF  PHILIP  THE  FOURTH,  SURNAMED 
THE  FAIR.— WAR  WITH  EDWARD  THE  FIRST  OF  ' 

ENGLAND. DIFFERENCE  WITH  POPE  BONIFACE 

THE  EIGHTH. INVASION  OF  FLANDERS. DEATH 

OF  PHILIP  THE  FOURTH. 


TT H E death  of  Lewis  did  not  prevent  his  fon 
^ ^ and  fucceAbr  Philip,  who  attained  the 
1170.  Hjj-dy,  from  continuing  the 

war  againft  the  infidels  with  vigour  and  fuc- 
cefs.  His  lhattered  forces  were  ftrengthened  by 
the  arrival  of  his  uncle  Charles,  the  king  of  Sicily, 
with  a confiderable  fleet  and  army : The  Sara- 
cens were  defeated  in  two  engagements;  the 
king  of  T unis  was  reduced  to  fue  for  peace ; and 
his  offers  of  doubling  the  tribute  he  formerly 
paid  to  the  crown  of  Sicily,  of  re-imburfing  the 
cxpences  of  the  war,  and  of  permitting  the 
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Chriftian  religion  to  be  freely  propagated  through- 
out his  dominions,  were  accepted  by  the  kings  of 
France  and  Sicily,  who  embarked  their  troops, 
and  hoifted  fail  from  the  infectious  coaft. 

But  the  feeds  of  difeafe  ftill  lurked 
in  the  bodies  of  the  martial  pilgrims, 
and  on  their  arrival  in  Sicily,  burft  forth  with 
baneful  influence.  Philip,  to  alleviate  the  anxiety 
of  his  mind,  from  the  court  of  Sicily  vifited  that 
of  Rome  and  purfuing  his  journey  through  the 
principal  cities  of  Italy,  repofed  a (hort  time  at 
Lyons,  and  entered  his  capital  amidft  the  accla- 
mations of  his  people.  Yet  France  had  rcafon 
to  lament  the  deftruftive  confequences  of  the  en- 
terprifes  from  which  be  returned  j befidcs  the 
' multitude  that  perilhed  without  a name,  and  per- 
haps without  a figh,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in 
the  ifland  of  Sicily,  and  in  his  progrefs  through 
Italy,  Philip  beheld  his  father  Lewis,  his  brother 
John,  his  queen  Ifabella,  his  brother-in-law  and 
After,  the  king  and  queen  of  Navarre,  and  his 
uncle  and  aunt,  the  coulit  and  countefs  of  Poic- 
tiers,  the  noble  viftims  of  the  fame  contagious 
diforder. 

The  firft  moments  of  his  return  were  dedi- 
cated to  the  pious  care  of  h^s  father’s  funeral,  the 
next  to  the  important  ceremony  of  his  own  coro- 
nation. With  adtive  vigilance  he  infpcdlcd  every 
X 2 part 


Digitized  by  Google 


3o8 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


part  of  his  dominions ; he  took  poflefTion  in  per- 
fon,  of  the  counties  of  Provence  and  Touloufe;. 
and  fteadily  enforced  within  the  royal  domain,  the 
regulation  of  St,  Lewis,  which  prevented  the 
barons  from  deciding  their  differences  by  private 
war.  On  the  death  of  Henry,  king  of  Navarre, 
he  demanded,  for  his  fecond  fon  Lewis,  the  only 
daughter  of  that  prince  j and  although  the  treaty 
of  marriage  was  oppofed  by  tlie  kings  of  Caftile 
and  Arragon,  as  extending  by  fo  valuable  an  ac- 
quifitibn,  the  power  of  France  ; and  Philip  him- 
felf,  for  fear  of  too  much  alarming  the  jealoufy  of 
his  neighbours,  had  relinquifhed  his  firft  defign  of 
procuring  the  princefs  for  his  cldeft  fon ; yet  fup- 
ported  by  the  influence  of  the  pope,  whofe  friend- 
fliip  he  purchafed  by  the  ceflion  of  the  Venaiflln, 
he  triumphed  over  every  obftaclc,  and  the-nuptials 
of  his  fon  were  followed  by  his  own  ; he  beftowed 
his  hand  on  Mary,  the  daughter  of  the  duke  of 
Brabant,  efteemed  one  of  the  moft  beautiful 
princefles  of  the  age. 

Although  Philip  was  defirous  of 
cultivating  peace,  he  was  not  intimi- 
dated .by  the  found  of  war.  To  maintain  the 
former  he  yielded  the  country  of  Agenois  to 
Edward  the  Firft,  king  of  England  ; and  he  en- 
gaged in  the  latter  ter  fupport  the  pretenfions  of 
his  nephews,  the  infants  de  le  Qprda,  to  the  throne 
of  Caftile.  Alphonfo,  who  ruled  that  kingdom, 
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had  transferred  the  fuccefTion  from  the  offspring 
of  his  eldeft  fon,  the  dcceafed  hufband  of  Blanch, 
the  fifler  of  Philip,  to  his  fecond  and  furviyiiig  fon 
Sancho.  Philip  himfclf  had  endeavoured  to  cfla- 
blifh  a right  to  the  crown  of  Caflile;  but  his  own 
claim  was  loft  in  the  injufticc  offered  to  his  fifter’s 
fon  i and  the  party  of  the  youthful  prince  was 
fecondcd  by  the  arms  of  France.  From  the  pro- 
fecution  of  a war,  languid  and  uninterefting,  the 
attention  of  Philip  was  recalled  to  his  own  domeftic 
calamities,  and  the  more  immediate  danger  of  the 
Houfc  of  Anjou. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  Lewis, 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  king,  fuddenly 
expired  ; and  the  fufpicion  of  poifon  was  attached 
to  the  uncommon  manner  of  his  death.  Peter  la 
Broffe,  a minion  of  fortune,  who  from  the  poft  of 
furgeon  to  the  king  had  attained  vhat  of  minifter, 
.and  governed  with  abfolute  power  the  mind  of 
his  maftcr,  was  jealous  of  the  incrcafing  influence 
of  a young  and  beautiful  queen.  He  artfully  in- 
finuated  the  enmity  of  Mary  to  her  fon-in-law  j 
and  the  monarch,  for  a moment,  regarded  with  a 
doubtful  eye  the  innocence  of  his  confort.  The 
uperftition  of  the  age  induced  Philip  to  confult 
a nun,  who  profeffed  or  believed  herfelf  infpired  ; 
the  anfwer  was  fatal  to  La  BroflTe.  His  enemies 
feized  the  favourable  opportunity  to  accufe  him 
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of  a trcafonable  correfpondcnce  with  the  king' of 
Caftile,  and  he  was  condemned  to  atone  for  his 
crimes  by  a violent  death.  But  the  fecret  manner 
of  his  trial,  the  infiriting  prefence  of  the  queen’s 
brother,  the  duke  of  Brabant,  at  his  execution, 
turned  the  tide  of  popular  favour ; and  the  king 
could  not  feclude  himlelf  from  the  loud  and  general 
clamour,  which  arraigned  thefentence  of  LaBrofle, 
and  impeached  the  innocence  of  Mary. 

^ P Charles  of  Anjou  had  eftablilhed 
i»8o,  ji«4-  his  authority  over  Naples  and  Sicily; 
and  his  throne  could  only  be  lhaken  by  his  own 
ambition  and  cruelty  : The  former  awakened  the 
fears  of  Michael  Palreologus,  the  emperor  of  the 
Greeks  ; the  latter  excited  the  indignation  and  re- 
volt of  his  Italian  fubjefts.  Naples,  indeed,  was 
awed  by  the  prefence  of  a fovereign  whom  fhe 
feared  and  hated;  but  Sicily  was  roufed  to  free- 
dom by  the  eloquence  of  John,  of  Procida,  an 
exile  of  noble  birth,  daring  courage,  and  con- 
fummate  art.  The  councils  of  the  confpirators 
were  nurfed  by  the  gold  of  Palaeologus ; and  the 
fame  moment  informed  Charles,  that  in  a promif- 
cuous  maflacre,  which  obtained  the  name  of  the 
Sicilian  Vespers,  eight  thoufand  of  the  French 
had  periflied,  and  that  Peter,  king  of  Arragon, 
had  failed  to  Palermo,  and  was  faluted  as  the 
king  and  favjour  of  the  ifland.  Charles  was 
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aftoniflied  and  confounded  at  the  rebellion  of  a 
people,  whom  he  had  long  trampled  on  with  im- 
punity ; and  in  the  agony  of  gricfi  was  heard  to 
exclaim,  “ O God ! if  thou  haft  decreed  to  hum- 
“ ble  me,  grant  me  at  leaft  a gentle  and  gra- 
“ dual  defcent  from  the  pinnacle  of  greatncfs.” 
But  whatever  might  be  his  confidence  in  the  aid 
of  heaven,  his  earthly  meafures  were  taken  with 
vigour  and  promptitude : A powerful  armament 
was  aflcmbled  at  Marfeilles  ; the  fiege  of  Meflina 
was  prefled  with  inceflant  ardour  j the  inhabi- 
tants in  vain  deplored  their  ralhnefs,  and  offered, 
on  an  affurance  of  pardon,  to  open  their  gates 
to  their  offended  fovereign.  With  the  return  of 
profperity,  Charles  had  refumed  his  former  in- 
flexibility; but  while  he  failed  to  Marfeilles,  to 
haften,  with  the  fuccours  of  France,  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  his  enemies,  his  hopes  of  vengeance  were 
blafted  by  one  fatal  and  irreparable  adlion.  His 
fon  Charles,  furnamed  the  Lame,  was  left  in 
Sicily  with  orders  patiently  to  await  the  arrival  of 
his  father : But  the  youth,  provoked  by  the  in- 
lults  of  the  fleet  of  Arragon,  hazarded  an  engage- 
ment, which  delivered  him  a prifoner  into  the 
hands  of  his  foes.  Charles  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  difguife,  by  an  appearance  of  fortitude,  the 
effefts  of  this  mortal  blow ; his  feelings  as  a king 
and  a father  were  too  deeply  wounded  j from 
X 4 defpair 
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dcfpair  and  forrow,  he  funk  into  the  grave ; and 
the  ifland  of  Sicily,  after  a war  of  twenty  years, 
was  finally. fevered  from  the  throne  of  Naples;  and 
transferred,  as  an  independent  kingdom,  to  a 
younger  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Arragon. 

^ jj  Pope  Martin  the  Fourth,  zealous  in 
u«3, 1185.  the  caufe  of  Charles,  the  former  cham- 
pion of  the  court  of  Rome,  and  afierting  the  un- 
bounded right  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  St.  Peter,  had 
excommunicated  Pedro,  king  of  Arragon,  and 
bellowed  his  feeptre,  with  the  approbation  of 
Philip,  on  Charles  of  Valob,  a younger  fon  of  the 
king  of  France.  That  monarch,  to  maintain  the 
authority  of  his  uncle,  and  to  eftablifh  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  his  fon,  had  penetrated  into  Cata- 
lonia, and  laid  fiege  to  Gironne.  In  endeavouring 
to  intercept  a convoy  of  the  befiegers,  Pedro 
himfelf  was  raort^y  woune^d ; and  Gironne, 
hopelels  of  fuccour,  and  difmayed  by  the  fate  of 
her  fovereign,  furrendered.  Yet  the  profperity 
of  Philip  was  foon  overcaft ; his  fleet  was  again 
defeated  by  that  of  Arragon,  and  the  fame  ele- 
ment overwhelmed  the  hopes  of  the  uncle  and  the 
nephew.  Shame  and  difappointment  preyed  upon 
the  mind  of  Pliilip;  the  progrefs  of  difeafe  was 
forwarded  by  the  cares  of  royalty ; the  fplendid 
and  fpecious  projedls  which  had  fo  fatally  deluded 
him,  vanilhed  from  his  fight ; and  he  beheld  in 
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the  vifionary  cnterprife,  his  treafurcs  wafted,  his 
fubje(fls  ftaughtered,  and  his  dominions  exhaufted. 
The  fatigues  of  war,  the  fultry  heat  of  the  cli- 
mate, were  not  fo  injurious  as  his  own  refledtions: 
Harraflcd  by  the  purfuit  of  his  enemies,  and  un- 
able to  bear' the  motion  of  a horfc,  he  arrived 
in  a litter  at  Perpignan,  where  he  expired,  in  the 
forty-firft  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fixteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  regretted  by  an  army  which  he  had 
unfucceis  fully  commanded,  and  lamented  ' by  a 
people  whom  he  had  reluftantly  impoverilhed. 

Philip  the  Fourth,  whofe  perfonal 
attraftions  acquired  him  the  name  of  “*s. 

Fair,  when  he  afeended  the  throne  of  his  father  was 
about  feventeen  years  of  age ; and  found  himlelf 
with  an  empty  treafury  and  feeble  army,  enga- 
ged in  a war  with  his  neighbours  of  Caftile  and 
Arragon.  He  was  crowned  at  Rheims,  with  his 
confort  Joanna,  who.  in  her  own  right  was  allb 
queen  of  Navarre  j and  who  with  her  hand  had  • 
beftowed  on  her  huiband  the  important  counties 
of  Champagne  and  Brie;  Yet  this  increafe  of 
influence  and  territory  was  fcarce  fufficient  to  ex- 
tricate him  from  the  continual  embarralTments 
of  his  reign.  By  abandoning  the  interefts  of  the 
infants  de  le  Cerda,  he  adjufted  the  difpute  with 
Caftile;  and  the  terms  of  peace  between  the 
crowns  of  Arragon  and  France  were  fetded  by 
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the  mediation  of  Edward  the  Firft,  of.  England'. 
At  the  incercelTion  of.  the  Englilh  monarch, 
Charles  the  Lame  was  releafed  from  his  captivity 
part  of  his  ranfoin  was  paid  by  the  generofity 
of  Edward  himfelf;  and  Charles  confented  to 
renounce  his  claim  to  Sicily,  and  to  prevail  on  his 
namefake  of  Valois  to  withdraw  his  pretenfions 
to  Arragon  ; pretenfions  which  were  only  founded 
on  the  frantic  liberality  of  an  enraged  pope,  and 
which  the  brother  of  the  king  of  France  readily 
exchanged  for  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Charles  the 
Lame,  and  the  princely  dowry  of  the  extenfive 
counties  of  Anjou  and  Maine. 

The  general  tranquillity  which  thefe  treaties 
had  promoted,  was  foon  interrupted  by  a fuccef- 
fion  of  wars  and  political  differences  with  Ed- 
ward the  Firft,  king  of  England  ; with  pope  Boni-  . 
face  the  Eighth  j and  with  Guy  de  Dampier,  count 
of  Flanders.  And  that  the  reader  may  more 
clearly  comprehend  the  origin  and  event  of  each 
tranfaftion,  it  will  be  nccelTary  to  review  rhem 
diftinft  and  feparatc.  ■ 

. ^ p Philip,  in  confequence  of  a treaty 
1193, 1303-  between  Lewis  the  Ninth  and  Henry 
the  Third,  had  ceded  to  Edward  the  county  of 
Saintonge ; the  friendly  inclinations  of  the  Eng- 
liffi  monarch  had  been  difplayed  in  his  media- 
tion between  Arragon  and  France  ; and  on  a vifit 
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to  Paris,  he  had  yielded  homage  to  Philip  for  the 
dominions  he  held  under  that  crown.  This 
promife  of  permanent  amity  was  blafted  by  an 
incident,  trifling  in  itfelf  but  confiderable  in  its 
conlequences ; and  which  ferves  to  difplay  the  ge- 
neral appetite  for  revenge  which  aftuated  in  that 
age  every  delcription  of  men,  and  urged  them,  on 
any  provocation,  to  feek  redrefs  by  immediate  re- 
taliation on  the  aggreflbrs.  A Norman  and  an 
Englilh  veflel  met  off  the  coaft  of  Bayonne,  and 
both  having  occafion  to  water,  the  crews  they 
detached,  met  at  the  fame  fpring.  A quarrel  en- 
Itied  for  the  preference ; and  a Norman  drawing 
his  dagger,  attempted  to  ftab  an  Englifhman,  but 
fell,  as  it  was  pretended,  by  his  own  weapon.  In  the 
difpute  between  the  feamen,  the  two  nations  were 
foon  involved.  The  Norman  mariners  carried  their 
complaints  to  the  throne  of  Philip  j and  the  French 
monarch,  without  defeending  to  enquiry,  autho- 
rifed  them  to  vindicate  their  own  injuries.  This 
expreffion  was  the  fignal  of  mutual  violence ; and 
the  fea  became  a feene  of  piracy  and  barbarity 
between  the  two  nations.  The  Ibvcreigns,  with- 
out either  feconding  or  repreffmg  the  violence  of 
their  fubjefts,  feemed  a long  time  to  remain  in- 
different fpeftators.  With  the  Englilh,  fided  the 
Irilh  and  Dutch  feamen  j and  with  the  French, 

thpfe  of  Flanders  and  Genoa.  A bloody  and  ob- 
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ftinate  war  was  kindled  at  fca,  and’fo  numerous 
were  the  fleets  fitted  out  to  avenge  this  aft  of 
private  hoftility,  that'  in  one  engagement  fif- 
teen (houfand  of  the  French  are  reported  to  have 
perifhed. 

The  lofs  of  his  people  awakened  the  public 
attention  of  Philip  j and  the  inclination  of  Ed- 
ward to  avoid  extremities  was  conftrued  by  the 
former  monarch  into  pufillanimity.  The  king  of 
England  was  fummoned  to  attend  as  the  vaflTal  of 
France ; and  on  his  refufal  to  obey,  his  eftates  in 
that  kingdom  were  declared  forfeited.  After  a 
variety  of  negociations,  it  was  infinuated  that 
Philip  conceived  his  honour  interefted  by  the  out- 
rages of  the  inhabitants  of  Guienne } that  the  no- 
minal cefTion  of  that  province  would  alone  efface 
the  infult ; but  he  engaged,  as  foon  as  it  was  de- 
livered into  his  hands,  to  reftore  it  to  the  king  of 
Engird.  Edward,  embarrafled  with  the  Scotch, 
and  anxious  for  peace,  fell  into  the  fnare ; and 
the  king  of  France  no  fooner  found  himfelf  pof- 
fefied  of  Guienne,  than  he  threw  off  the  mafk, 
and  perfevered  in  the  fentence  he  had  procured 
againft  his  rival.  The  forms  of  a court  of  juftice 
might  fanftion  the  proceedings  of  Philip  in  the 
eyes  of  the  undifcerning  multitude,  but  it  was 
only  by  arms  the  differences  of  the  rival  monarchs 
could  be  decided.  Edward,  enraged  at  finding  him- 
felf 
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felf  thus  egregioufly  duped,  endeavoured,  by  extend- 
ing his  alliances,  to  deprive  Philip  of  the  fruits  of 
his  perfidy.  He  concluded  a treaty  with  the  em- 
peror Adolphus,  and  he  allured  to  his  fide  the 
counts  of  Britanny,  Holland,  Bar,  Juliers,  Guel- 
ders,  and  Flanders.  Yet  even  this  powerful  con- 
federacy ferved  rather  to  diftrefs  his  finances,  than 
advance  his  progrefs  in  Guienne;  Adolphus, 
while  he  loudly  demanded  confiderable  fubfidies, 
tardily  furniflied  the  alTiftance  he  had  ftipulated. 
Philip  had  clofely  connefted  himfelf  with  Scot- 
land, and  laid  the  foundation,  by  his  treaty  with 
John  Baliol,  of  that  union  which  was  preferved 
between  the  two  nations  for  fuccefiive  centuries. 
The  town  of  Dover  was  deftroy  :d  by  a predatory 
defeent  of  the  French ; and  Edward  to  avenge 
the  infult,  landed  in  Gafeony  with  an  army  of 
fifty  thoufand  Englifh.  The  forces  of  the  com- 
petitors, nearly  balanced,  inclined  both  to  peace  ; 
a fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  was  agreed  on  for  two 
years,  and  the  war  was  finally  concluded  by  the 
mediation  of  pope  Boniface  the  Eighth.  Gui- 
enne was  reftored  to  Edward,  who  efpoufed  Mar- 
garet, the  fitter  of  Philip;  and  Ifabella,  the  daugh- 
ter of  that  monarch,  bettowed  her  hand  on  the 
prince  of  Wales.  Each  king,  with  mutual  perfi- 
dy, abandoned  their  allies  ; and  while  John,  king 
of  Scotland,  was  expofed  to  the  refentment  of  Ed- 
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ward,  Guy,  earl  of  Flanders,  was  relinquiflicd  , 
to  the  indignation  of  Philip. 

A.  D.  When  the  rival  monarchs  had  ap- 
lags,  Mio.  pointed  Boniface  the  judge  of  their 
differences,  fenfible  of  the  encroaching  temper 
of  the  Roman  pontiff,  they  inferted  in  the  refer- 
ence that  he  was  feledled  as  a private  man,  and 
not  as  the  fucceffor  to  the  chair  of  St.  Peter. 
That  pontiff  had  early  difplayed  a degree  of 
pride  which  alarmed  his  contemporaries,  and  the 
king  of  France  was  firft  doomed  to  experience 
the  effefts  of  his  fpiritual  ambition.  He  pre- 
fumed to  forbid  the  clergy  to  grant  any  fubfidies 
to  that  prince,  without  firft  obtaining  leave  from 
the  hofy  fee,  under  pain  of  excommunication.  In 
return,  Philip  prohibited  any  ecclefiaftics,  without 
his  licenfe,  from  fending  money  out  of  the  realm  j 
and  while  the  Roman  pontiff  affailed  him  with  Ipi- 
ritual  arms,  he  openly  protected  the  Colonnas, 
the  implacable  enemies  of  Boniface.  The 
haughty  prelate,  after  defeending  to  the  loweft 
abufe,  and  ftigmatizing  Philip  in  his  letter  with  the 
opprobrious  name  of  Fool,  fummoned  to  a coun- 
cil at  Rome,  the  clergy  of  France ; while  Philip 
retaliated,  by  feizing  the  temporalties  of  thofc 
who  attended,  and  recalling  his  brother  Charles 
of  Valois,  who  a<fted  as,  and  enjoyed  the  tide  of^ 
the  pope’s  general.  Senfible  however  of  the  mif- 
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taken  zeal  of  a fiipcrftitious  age,  before  the  minds 
of  his  people  could  be  impreflcd  with  the  facrcd 
dread  of  a conteft  with  the  holy  father,  he  de- 
termined to  prevent  the  danger  by  the  boldiiefs  of 
his  own  mealures.  Two  of  his  emiflaries,  difpatch- 
ed  under  the  pretence  of  conciliating  thefe  differ- 
ences by  the  efficacious  application  of  gold,  em- 
ployed the  money  in  privately  levying  a fufficienc 
force,  and  fuddenly  inverted  Boniface  in  Anegnia, 
the  town  of  his  birth  and  refidcnce.  Corrupted  by  the 
liberality  of  the  befiegers,  the  inhabitants  opened 
theb  gates,  and  joined  in  feizing  the  perfon  of  the 
pope,  at  the  moment  the  Bull  was  aftually  prepared 
to  excommunicate  the  king,  and  releafe  his 
people  from  their  allegiance.  Yet  the  tide  of 
popular  favour  foOn  turned,  and  the  fickle  citizens, 
who  had,  betrayed  Boniface,  pitied  his  dirtrefs, 
reffiued  him  from  his  guards,  and  efcorted  him  to 
Rome,  where  he  foon  expired,  the  vidtim  of  ffiamc 
and  difappointed  rage. 

Benedift  the  Eleventh  fucceeded  Boniface  in 
the  aportolic  chair;  and  defirous  of  recovering 
Philip  to  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  fpiritual  father 
by  lenient  means,  he  revoked  the  excommuni- 
cation which  his  predeceffor  had  fulminated  againft 
him.  Yet  this  moderation  was  but  ill  calculated 
to  pleafe  an  haughty  and  implacable  fadlion, 
eager  to  aggrandize  the  power  of  the  church ; 
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and  the  fudden  and  premature  death  of  Benedifb 
has  been  imputed  to  poifon.  The  choice  of  the 
Conclave  for  fcveral  months  was  fufpended  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  candidates,  and  the  cardinals  of 
Italy  and  France.  The  former,  at  length,  confent- 
cd  to  name  three,  out  of  whom  the  latter  might 
feledl:  the  future  pope  : Of  thefe,  Bertrand,  archbi . 
Ihop  ofBourdeaux,  was  one;  and  Philip  offer- 
ed to  procure  him  the  vacant  fee,  provided  he 
would  engage  to  condemn  the  memory  of  Boni- 
face, reftore  the  honours  and  eftates  of  the  Go- 
lonnas,  allow  him  for  five  years  the  tenths  of 
the  clergy  of  France,  and  agree  to  comply  with 
a requeft  which  at  that  time  it  was  not  prudent  for 
him  to  divulge.  The  terms  were  accepted  ; and 
Bertrand  affumed  the  name  of  Clement  the  Fifth. 
In  his  return  from  church  at  Lyons,  his  horfe 
was  led  fuccefllvely  by  the  king  of  France,  his 
brothers,  the  counts  of  Valois  and  Evreux,  and 
the  duke  of  Brittany  ; But  the  proceffion  nearly 
proved  fatal  to  Clement  himfelf,  and  his  princely 
attendants ; a wall  gave  way  beneath  the  preflure 
and  weight  of  the  fpeftators ; the  duke  of  Brit- 
tany was  killed  ; the  king  and  the  count  of  Valois 
were  confiderably  bruifed,  and  the  pope  narrowly 
cfcaped,  his  tiara  being  beaten  off.  The  new  pon- 
tiff fixed  his  refidence  at  Avignon;  and  although 
he  punftually  complied  with  the  reft  of  the  con- 
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ditions  which  had  been  deferibed,  he  pofitively 
rcfiifcd  to  condemn,  and  after  an  appearance  of 
enquiry,  fblemnly  vindicated  the  charaftcr  and 
condudi  of  Boniface. 

One  condition  yet  remained  within  the  bofom 
of  the  monarch  j it  was  revealed  by  the  death  of 
the  emperor  Albert  of  Auftria  : The  ambition  of 
Philip  afpired  to  place  his  brother  Charles  of 
Valois  on  the  imperial  throne.  Clement,  fenfiblc 
of  the  danger  of  being  thus  furrounded  by  the 
connexions  of  Philip,  and  early  apprifed  of  his 
intentions,  eluded  without  rejeXing  the  requeft: 
In  the  ftrongeft  terms  he  urged  the  cleXors  to 
choofe  an  emperor  without  delay,  and. pointed  t« 
Henry  of  Luxemburgh  as  worthy  of  their  voices. 
Before  the  king  of  France  could  arrive  at  Avig- 
non, he  was  informed  the  eleXion  was  over* 
but  he  found  fome  confolation  in  re-uniting 
the  city  of  Lyons  to  the  crown  of  France,  which 
hitherto  had  only  acknowledged  the  independent 
authority  of  its  archbilhop,  and  which  now  yield- 
ed to  the  liberal  promifes  and  formidable  arms  of 
Philip. 

In  the  treaty  with  Edward  of  Eng- 
land,  Guy,  earl  of  Flanders,  was  ex-.  .’*99.  ’j'4. 
cepted,  and  abandoned  to  the  refentment  or  ra- 
pacity of  the  king  of  France.  The  Flemings, 
poOefled  of  the  advantages  of  commerce,  were 
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rich,  fickle,  and  turbulent;  impatient  of  the  go- 
vernment of  their  counts,  their  intrigues  invited, 
their  difcontents  promoted,  the  arms  of  France. 
Charles  Valois,  at  the  head  of  a powerfi^l  army> 
foon  reduced  Guy  de  Dampier  to  throw  himfelf 
on  the  mercy  of  the  king ; but  the  count  obtained 
a promife,  that  neither  his  own,  nor  the  freedom 
of  his  fons  Ihould  be  violated;  and  if  in  tht 
fpace  of  ,a  year  he  could  not  compromife  his  dif-  > 
fercnces  with  Philip,  he  fliould  be  at  liberty  to 
retire,  and  purfue  whatever  meafures  he  might 
deem  expedient.  To  gratify  the  enmity  of  his 
confort  to  his  noble  captive,  Philip  was  prevailed 
on  to  difavow  the  treaty,  and  mortally  to  wound 
his  brother’s  honour  and  his  own:  The  count, 
with  two  of  his  fons,  were  clofely  imprifoned  j 
the  king  of  France  entering  Flanders  in  triumph, 
was  received  by  the  acclamations  of  the  inha- 
bitants ; and  appointed  John  de  Chatillon,  a rela- 
tion of  his  queen,  a man  bold  and  penetrating, 
but  at  the  fame  time  haughty  and  oppreffive,  the 
governor  of  his  new  acquifitions. 

The  Flemings,  intent  on  trade  alone,  had  neg- 
lefted  the  internal  defence  of  their  country  j their 
towns  were  rich  and  populous,  but  their. fortifica- 
tions had  been  fuffered  gradually  to  decay  : Thefc 
were  repaired  by  the  aftivity  of  Chatillon,  and 
citadels  were  crefted  to  bridle  the  future  levity  of 
• • the 
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the  uihabitanfs.  But  the  poverty  of  the  times  al- 
lowed not  the  monarch  to  maintain  regular  gar- 
rifons ; and  the  private  murmurs  of  the  people  at 
Bruges  and  Ghent  broke  out  into  open  infurrec-  ' 
tions.  The  firft  fparks  w'ere  extinguifhed  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  magiftrates  j but  the  flame  was 
re-kindled  by  the  prefence  of  Chatillon,  who  en- 
tered Bruges  With  feventeen  hundred  horle,  and 
infultingly  difplayed  two  hogflieads  of  ropes,  the 
inftruments  of  the  executions  he  impatiently  me- 
ditated. The  people  whom  he  had  devoted  to 
deftruflion  took  the'u-  meafurcs  with  fpeed  and  fe- 
crecy;  the  danger  was  inftant,  their  determina- 
tions were  unanimous ; in  one  moment  they  rofe, 
and  fifteen  hundred  French  were  exterminated ; 
while  Chatillon  himfelf  only  cfcaped  by  fwim- 
ming,  under  cover  of  the  night,  the  town-ditch. 
Three  fons  of  Guy,  who  had  Iheltered  themfelvcs 
in  Namur  from  the  lawlefs  ambition  of  Philip, 
were  re-called  by  the  Flemings ; and  at  the  head 
of  fixty  thoufand  infurgents,  preflTed  the  fiege  of 
Courtray.  The  count  of  Artois,  on  whom  Phi- 
lip had  devolved  the  command  of  the  French, 
with  a numerous  army,  determined,  contrary  to 
the  advice  of  the  conftable,  the  count  dc  Nefle, 
to  attack  them  in  their  intrenchments : He  was 
the  viftim  of  his  own  raflinefs ; and  the  conftable 
was  involved  in  the  fame  fate,  with  above  twenty 
Y 2 thoufand 
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thoufand  of  their  troops.  Philip,  enraged  at  thlj 
fecond  difafter,  to  raife  a new  force  debafcd  his 
coin;  and  having  exerted  every  effort,  entered 
Flanders  with  a hoft  fuperior  to  refiftance.  But 
Edward,  who  beheld  with  concern  the  danger  of 
his  allies,  artfully  imparted,  as  a fecret,  to  his 
queen,  a feigned  correfpondence  of  the  nobles  of 
France  with  the  hoftile  court  of  I^ome ; Margaret 
communicated  the  intelligence  to  her  brother  Phi- 
lip ; and  the  king,  diftruitful  of  the  fidelity  of  his 
army,  retired  without  performing  any  thing  worthy 
his  preparations  or  reputation. 

The  gallics  of  Genoa  in  the  pay  of  France,  in 
conjunftion  with  thofe  of  Hainault,  obtained  a 
viftory  over  the  fleet  of  the  Flemings ; and  the 
king,  in  hopes  of  improving  this  advantage  by 
the  arts  of  negociation,  releafed  the  old  count  of 
Flanders,  that  he  might  perfuadc  his  fubjeefs  to 
fubmiffion : But  his  arguments  were  ineffcdfual ; 
and  he  honourably  returned  to  expire,  at  the  age 
of  fourfeore  years,  a prifoner  in  Compeigne.  Phi- 
lip himfelf,  his  brothers  the  counts  of  Valois  and 
Evreux,  with  the  flower  of  French  chivalry,  re- 
entered Flanders,  and  approached  the  Flemilh 
army  at  Mons.  The  Flemings  were  commanded 
by  three  fons  of  their  count ; but  in  the  hour  of 
aftion,  the  chief  authority  was  yielded  to  the  mi- 
litary experience  of  one  only,  whofe  name  was 
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Philip.  Their  camp  was  haflily  fortified  with  their 
carriages ; and  animated  by  the  love  of  freedom, 
they  fallied  forth  with  impetuous  valour:  They 
were  repulfed  and  driven  back  by  the  veteran 
courage  of  the  French,  with  fatal  flaughter;  yet 
far  from  yielding  to  defpair,  they  renewed  the  at- 
tempt, favoured  by  the  darknels  of  the  night,  and 
even  penetrated  to  the  tent  of  the  king,  who  ef- 
caped  their  fword  with  difficulty  : But  the  French 
were  rallied  by  the  example  and  conduft  of  their 
nobles ; the  Flemings  were  again  compelled  to 
retire,  and  to  abandon  their  camp  with  precipita- 
tion. Philip  of  Flanders  threw  himfelf  into  Lifle, 
which  w’as  immediately  invefted  by  the  king  of 
France,  in  hopes  of  terminating  the  war  by  the 
capture  of  that  place.  The  garrifon  had  already 
confented  to  furrender,  unlefs  relieved  within  a 
certain  time  5 but  when  the  king  leaft  expedted, 
he  was  furprifed  by  the  appearance  of  John  of 
Namur  at  the  head  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  undif- 
ciplined  indeed,  but  daring  and  defperafe.  The 
king,  doubtful  of  the  event,  confented  to  releafe 
Robert  de  Bethune,  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  count  of 
FUnders;  to  receive  his  homage  for  the  county; 
to  accept  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  livres  as  an 
indemnification  for  the  expences  of  the  war,  for 
the  payment  of  which  fum  he  was  to  retain  Lifle, 
Pouay,  and  Bethune.  The  treaty  was  again  vio- 
Y 3 lated 
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latcd  by  Philip,  towards  the  conclufion  of  his 
reign  ; but  his  hopes  of  annexing  the  valuable 
fief  of  Flanders  to  the  crown  of  France,  were 
baffled  by  the  fteadinefs  of  the  Flemings  and  the 
interpofition  of  the  pope ; and  the  acquifition  of 
Courtray  was  the  only  fruit  of  an  enterpril'e  which 
exhaufted  the  refources  and  alienated  the  minds  of 
his  fubjcdls. 

During  the  progrefs*t)f  the  war,  the  attention 
of  Europe  had  been  excited  by  a criminal  pro- 
cefs  againft  the  Knights  Templars.  This  ho- 
nourable Order  had  extended  their  poffeffions 
throughout  every  kingdom,  and  their  immenfc 
revenues  enabled  them  to  fupport  a royal  mag- 
nificence. In  France  they  were  accufed  of  every 
fpccies  of  fenfual  luxury  which  degrades  human 
nature  j and  the  doubtful  evidence  of  two  crimi- 
nals, who  obtained  their  forfeited  lives  from  the 
fccrets  they  afFefted  to  reveal,  was  ftrengthened 
by  the  confdlion  of  the  Templars  themfelves. 
Yet  thefe  foon  retraced  their  declarations;  and 
afferted,  that  the  ftain  which  they  had  fixed  on 
their  own  reputation  was  extorted  by  the  menace  of 
impending  deftruftion.  Without  the  form  of  trial, 
their  eftates  were  confifeated,  and  above  fifty  fuf- 
fered  death  with  unfhaken  conftancy.  The  grand 
mafter  with  three  great  officers,  were,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  king  himfelf,  confumed  by  a flow 
.■  I fire; 
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fire;  and  maintained  in  tlieir  laft  moments  the 
purity  of  their  conduft.  Their  firmnefe  com- 
manded the  belief  of  the  people ; and  the  avarice 
of  Philip  rather  appears  to  have  been  gratified  than 
the  juftice  of  the  monarch  to  have  been  confulted 
by  their  hafty  condemnation. 

From  the  fate  of  thefe  unhappy  vidtims,  and 
his  vain  enterprifes  againft  the  Flemings,  the 
thoughts  of  Philip  were  direfted  to  the  cares 
and  miferies  of  domeftic  life  j the  fhame  and  dif- 
orders  of  his  own  family  could  not  be  concealed 
from  his  knowledge  and  obfervation : His  eldefl: 
fon  Lewb,  who  enjoyed  the  tide  of  king  of  Na- 
varre, had  cQwufed  Margaret,  the  daughter  of 
the  duke  of  Burgundy;  his  two  younger  fons, 
Philip  and  Charles,  had  married  Jane  and  Blanch, 
the  offspring  of  Otho,  count  of  Burgundy.  But 
public  report  loudly  impeached  the  reputation  of 
each  princefs  j and  all  three  were  accufed  of  vio- 
lating the  honour  of  their  hufbands,  and  Raining 
the  purity  of  the  marriage-bed  by  their  lafeivious 
amours.  After  a fevere  examination,  Margaret 
and  Blanch  were  condemned  to  expiate  their  licen- 
tious conduft  by  perpetual  imprifonment ; and 
their  paramours,  the  brothers  Philip  and  Walter 
de  Launay,  fevercly  atoned  for  the  tranfports  of 
illicit  love  : After  fuffering  the  torment  of  being 
Bayed  alive,  they  were  fulpended  with  an  ufher  of 
y 4 the 
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the,  chambcr>  the  confident  of  their  amours,  on  a 
public  gibbet. 

The  conftitution  of  Philip  might  have  been 
impaired  by  a reign  of  continual  afti- 
vity . but  his  life  was  the  viftim  of  in- 
ccfTant  chagrin  and  difappointment.  The  filent 
progrefs  of  a confumption  was  accelerated  by  the 
pang  of  domeftic  vexation  : The  powers  of  medi- 
cine were  exhauiled,  and  even  the  falubrious  air  of 
Fontainbleau  could  not  delay  the  rapid  approach  of 
death } in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the 
forty-feventh  year  of  his  age,  Philip  expired,  in 
the  fentiments  of  penitence  and  piety,  and.  with 
his  laft  breath  exhorting  his  fucceflTor  to  avoid  the 
errors  which  had  embarraffed  his  own  adminiftra- 
tion.  Though  avarice  and  cruelty  have  call  a 
fhade  over  his  talents  and  virtues,  yet  the  vigour 
which  he  difplayed  in  his  conteft  with  Boniface 
the  Eighth,  and  the  fuccefs  with  which  he  refilled 
the  formidable  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  are  liiiH- 
cient  to  balance  the  misfortunes  which  conftantly 
attended  his  ambitious  wars  with  Flanders, 
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Chapter  the'  Eleventh. 


REjCN  OF  LEWIS  THE  TENTH,  SURNAMED  THE 

BOISTEROUS  3 IS  SUCCEEDED  BY  PHILIP  THE 

LONG. EXPEDITION  INTO  ITALY.— EXECUTION 

' OF  THE  KNICH  fS  TEMPLARS. DEATH  Of  PHILIP 

THE  LONG.— ACCESSION  OF  CHARLES  THE  FAIR.— • 
CIVIL  wars  in  ENGLAND,  AND  MURDER  OF  ED- 
WARD THE  SECOND. CHARLES  ASWRES  TO  THE 

IMPERIAL  CROWN  OF  GERMANY.— HIS  DISAP- 
POINTMENT AND  DEATH. 


TP  HE  throne  of  France,  on  the  death  of  Phi- 
lip, was  occupied  by  his  fon  Lewis  • 
the  Tenth,  furnamed  the  Boijlerous,  *3*4- 
from  the  rude  promife  of  his  infant  years.  His 
firft  queen,  Margaret,  had  been  ftrangled  by  the 
command  of  her  hu/band,  in  the  prifon  of  Cha- 
teau-Gaillard ; and  he  endeavoured  to  forget  the 
vices  of  a licentious  woman  in  his  nuptials  with 
Clemence,  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Hungary. 
An  empty  treafury  delayed  for  fome  time  the 
ceremony  of  their  coronation ; and  the  king  dili- 
gently 
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gently  applied  himfelf  to  conciliate  the  jealoufies 
and  appeafe  the  difcontcnts  of  his  new  fubjeds; 
In  this  he  was  fcconded  by  his  uncle  Charles  of 
Valois,  on  whom  he  afterwards  entirely  devolved 
the  reins  of  government. 

The  firft  viftim  to  the  refentment  of  Charles 
^ p was  Enguerrand  dc  Poitier  dc  Ma.» 
1315;  i]i6.  rigni,  a nobleman  of  Norman  ex- 
tradlion,  who  with  the  adminiftration  of  the  finan- 
ces, pofieffed  the  confidence  of  the  late  monarch. 
He  was  accufed  by  the  count  of  Valois  as  the 
author  of  the  national  diftrefs,  and  the  fourje  of 
the  royal  neceflities.  The  warmth  with  which  he 
vindicated  his  charafter  enfured  the  eternal  en- 
mity of  Charles ; and  the  fliameful  fcntence,  in 
confequence  of  which  he  perifhed  on  a gibbet, 
might  warn  future  minifters  how  they  provoked 
that  implacable  and  powerful  prince.  The  for- 
tunes of  Marigni  were  confifeated  to  the  ufe  of 
the  fovereign  ; but  thefe  were  fcarcely  fufficient 
to  defray  the  coronation  which  was  celebrated  at 
Rheims ; and  as  much  as  they  fell  (hort  of  the 
public  expeftation,  fo  much  did  they  contribute 
to  cftablilh  the  innocence  of  the  unfortunate  En- 
guerrand. Far  different  fupplies  were  neceffary 
for  the  fupport  of  a w.ar  with  Flanders,  which 
Lewis  already  meditated : Every  fpecies  of  ex- 
tortion was  devifed  and  praflifed  to  plunder  the 
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fubjefts  of  France ; and  by  the  opprefllon  of  his  , 
people,  Lewis  raifed  an  army  which  might  luve 
fecured  the  fubjedlion  of  the  Flemings,  already 
enfeebled  by  the  attacks  of  famine.  But  Robert 
de  Bethune,  count  of  Flanders,  unable  to  with- 
ftand,  prudently  determined  to  bend  before  the  . 
ftorm ; By  the  fpecions  language  of  fubmiflion  he 
involved  the  king  in  a ferics  of  fruitlefs  negocia- 
tions,  till  the  feafon  of  aftion  was  palled ; he 
then  dropped  the  mafic  which  he  had  aflTumed, 
and  on  the  retreat  of  the  French  furprifed  Cour- 
tray,  which  he  had  yielded  as  a pledge  of  his  fm- 
cerity.  While  Lewis,  indignant  of  the  "arts  of  his 
adverfary,  revolved  new  preparations  and  more 
formidable  hoftilities,  his  defigns  were  interrupted 
by  death ; after  drinking  a glafs  of  cold  water, 
and  not  without  the  fufpicion  of  poifon  from  the 
furviving  friends  of  Marigni,  he  expired  in  the 
twenty- fixth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fccond  year 
of  his  reign  ; leaving  by  his  firft  wife,  Margaret, 
who  had  been  crowned  queen  of  Navarre,  an  only 
daughter,  and  his  widow  Clemence  in  a ftate  of 


pregnancy. 

Immediately  on  his  death,  Charles,' 
count  of  Valois,  feized  the  Louvre, 
and  prepared  to  difpute  tha  regency  with  the  bro- 
thers of  his  late  fovereign.  The  eldeft  of  thefe, 
Philip,  count  of  Poiftou,  was  engaged  at  Lyons, 

where 
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■where  a conclave  was  held  for  the  eleftion  of  a 
fucceffor  to  the  vacant  apoftolical  chair.  It  was 
not  till  ^ month  after  the  deceafe  of  his  brother, 
that  he  was  able  to  terminate  the  intrigues  of  the 
cardinals,  and  to  purfuc  his  more  immediate  con- 
cerns in  Paris.  During  his  abfcnce,  his  preten- 
fions  had  been  fupported  by  the  conftablc,  the 
count  of  Evreux,  who  oppofed  the  frantic  ambi- 
tion of  his  brother  Charles  of  Valois  j and  the 
hopes  of  that  turbulent  prince  vanifhed  on  the 
appearance  of  Philip,  and  the  unanimous  accla- 
mations of  the  citizens.  Although  the  regency 
was  thus  happily  fettled,  a harder  talk  remained 
in  determining  the  fucceflion  : The  claim  of  the 
princefs  Joanna,  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Mar- 
garet, was  urged  by  Charles,  count  of  Marche, 
the  younger  brother  of  the  late  king  and  of  the 
. prefent  regent,  by  Eudes,  duke  of  Burgundy,  and 
by  the  counts  of  Valois  and  Evreux,  who  feemed 
to  confidcr  the  kingdom  as  a great  fief : But  the 
majority  alleged,  that  the  grcatell  part  of  France 
confided  of  Salic  lands,  which  a daughter  was 
debarred  from  inheriting,  and  that  the  fuccelTion 
to  the  realm  ought  to  be  regulated  in  the  fame 
manner.  The  profpefts  ot  Philip  were  tranfiently 
clouded  by  Clemence  being  delivered  of  a fen, 
who  furvived  only  three  weeks,  but  who,  under 
the  name  of  John  the  Firft,  has  been  enrolled, 
among  the  kings  of  France. 
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The  death  of  this  infant  eftablifhed  ^ P 
Philip,  who  from  his  lofty  flature  at-  'i‘9- 
tained  the  furname  of  Long,  on  the  throne  of 
France.  During  his  Ihort  regency  he  had  dis- 
played the  important  qualities  of  vigour  and  va- 
lour in  a war  with  Robert,  count  of  Artois,  un- 
dertaken to  Support  Matilda,  countefs  of  Artois, 
the  mother  of  his  confort.  To  acquire  the  friend- 
Ihip  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  with  the  county 
of  that  name  he  bellowed  upon  him  the  hand  of 
his  eldeft  daughter ; and  gained  his  uncle,  the 
count  of  Evreux,  by  promifing  in  marriage  to, his 
fon  the  infant  queen  of  Navarre;  while  the  count 
of  Marche  was  foon  difpofed  to  concur  in  the 
elevation  of  his  brother  and  the  cxcluSion  of  the 
female  line,  which  opened  to  his  own  ambition  the 
road  to  royalty. 

The  frank  profeflions  and  moderate  ^ ^ 
mcafures  of  Philip,  reconciled  his  fub-  ' 
jcfls  to  his  government,  and  extinguilhed  the 
rifmg  fparks  of  Sedition : The  Flemings,  con- 
vinced of  the  reditude  of  his  intentions,  and  ter- 
rified by  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  compelled 
their  count,  Robert,  to  lubScribc  a fair  and  equitable 
peace.  Philip  Summoned  Edward  the  Second, 
who  had  fucceeded  to,  the  throne  of  England,  to 
yield  him  homage  for  his  poflelhons  in  France ; 
but  that  monarch  was  unwilling  to  quit  a king- 
dom 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


33+ 

dom  diftrafted  by  contending  faftions  and  the 
ambition  of  his  confort,  and  his  excufcs  were 
accepted  by  the  moderation  of  Philip.  But  the 
judgment  of  the  king  of  France  was  clouded  by 
the  fiimcs  of  cnthufiafm  : In  the  life-time  of  his 
father  he  had  taken  the  crols ; and  his  fubjefts 
had  reafon  to  lament  the  diligence  with  which  he 
endeavoured  to  replenilh  his  coffers,  that  he  might 
fulfil  the  romantic  vow.  From  the  execution  of 
it  he  was  diffuaded  by  pope  John  the  Twenty- 
fecond  : The  intereft  of  the  court  of  Rome  and 
Italy  in  general,  called  for  the  powerful  mediation 
of  the  king  of  Franck;  and  an  army  commanded 
by  Philip,  count  of  Mans,  and  fon  of  Charles 
Valois,  entered  the  country,  to  reconcile  the  two 
faftions,  which  raged  with  eternal  enmity,  under 
the  names  of  Guelfs  ^nd  Ghibclines.  Thefe,  du- 
ring the  contefts  of  pope  Gregory  the  Eighth  and 
the  emperor  Henry  the  Fourth,  had  arifen  in  Ger- 
many ; and  for  fuccelTive  centuries  they  divided 
and  diftraffed  the  different  Rates  of  Italy.  The 
Guelfs  fupported  tlic  pretenfions  of  the  pope,  the 
Ghibelines  the  rights  of  the  emperor  j but  the 
count  of  Mans  was  perfuaded  to  retreat  by  the 
promifes  of  Gallas  de  Vifeonti,  lord  of  Milan  and 
the  chief  of  the  Ghibelines,  without  contributing 
to  tlie  influence  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  or  to  his 
own  reputation  or  glory.  / 
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The  difgraceful  event  of  this  ex- 
pedition was  loft  in  a contagious  dif-  ' ' 
order,  which  fwept  off  myriads  of  the  inhabitants 
of  France.  The  wild  fancies  of  the  age  impreffed 
the  people  with  an  idea  that  the  Jews  had  confpired 
with  the  Saracens  to  poifon  the  fprings  and  foun- 
tains i and  that  the  former  had  devolved  the  exe- 
cution of  the  vifionary  treachery  on  an  unfortunate 
race  of  men  infedled  with  the  leprofy,  a difeafe 
common  at  that  time,  and  probably  tlie  confe- 
quence  of  bad  diet.  On  thefe  chimerical  imputa- 
tions, numbers  of  the  lepers  who  lived  by  them- 
fclves  in  hofpitals  richly  endowed  were  burnt  alive; 
and  the  Jews  were  abandoned  to  the  undifeerning 
rage  of  the  populace,  who  infulted  their  perfons 
and  plundered  their  houfes  with  wanton  impunity 
and  rapacity. 

The  prudence  of  Philip,  when  mif- 
taken  zeal  biaffed  not  his  opinions,  ’ ■'***• 
was  ever  employed  in  concerting  the  real  happi- 
nefs  of  his  people ; he  attempted  to  complete  a 
defign  begun  by  his  predeceffors,  and  to  eftablilh 
a certain  ftandard  for  the  coin,  the  weights,  and 
the  meafures  throughout  France.  From  the  counts 
of  Valois,  Clermont,  and  Bourbon,  he  purchafed 
their  claims  of  coinage  within  their  own  domi- 
nions ; but  though  he  carefully  explained  the  be-  ' 
nefits  which  muft  arife  to  France  in  general  from 

perfevering 
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perfevering  in  this  undertaking,  he  found  himlel^ 
continually  embarraffed  by  new  and  uncxpcfted 
obftacles.  A report  was  induftrioufly  circulated, 
that,  to  furmount  thefc,  he  intended  to  levy  a 
fifth  on  every  man's  eftate ; and  the  public  dif. 
content  was  increafed  by  the  difaffeftion  of  the 
clergy,  whom  the  king  by  a law'  had  excluded 
from  fitting  in  parliament.  The  mind  of  Philip 
was  too  fenfibly  wounded  by  the  injurious  fufpi- 
cions  of  his  fubje£ls ; he  beheld  his  honeft  endea- 
vours productive  of  jealoufy  and  difappointment ; 
the  violence  of  a fever  only  gave  way  to  the  nnor- 
tal  ravages  of  a dyfentery;  and  after  languifliing 
for  about  five  months,  in  the  fixth  year  of  his 
reign,  and  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  Ws  age,  he 
clofed  a life  of  unfuccefsful  virtue.  The  hiftorians 
of  a credulous  age  have  not  failed  to  attribute 
his  death  to  poifon ; but  they)  all  agree  in  ac- 
knowledging that  he  conftantly  merited,  though  he 
never  could  acquire,  the  efteem  and  affedtion  of 
his  fubjedts.  • 

^ p The  tardy  acquiefcence  of  Charles 
1311,132}.  the  Fourth  in  the  cxclufion  of  the  fe- 
male line  and  the  fucceffion  of  the  deceafed  mo- 
narch, was  rewarded  with  the  crown  of  France, 
and  he  afeended  the  throne  with  the  furname  of 
Fair.  The  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  had  married 
the  eldeft  daughter  of  Philip  the  Lengt  was  the 
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firll  to  yield  him  homage ; but  he  at  the  fame 
time  ineffectually  urged  the  claim  of  his  confort 
to  the  county  of  Poiftou,  which  had  been  poflifled 
by  her  father  before  he  attained  to  royal  grcat- 
nefs:  The  parliament  of  France  determined  that 
county  had  only  been  granted  by  Philip  ihe  Fair 
to  his  fon  and  his  heirs  male,  and  declared  the 
pretenfions  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  groundlcfs. 
The  next  concern  which  engaged  the  attention  of 
Charles  was  to  diffolve  his  marriage  with  Blanch 
of  Burgundy,  who  for  her  irregularities  was  ftill 
confined  in  the  prifon  of  Chateau-Gaillard ; The 
convenient  pretence  of  confanguinity  enabled  the 
court  of  Rome  to  gratify  his  inclinations  5 and  the 
king  beftowed  his  hand  on  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
Flenry,  emperor  of  Germany. 

The  feeptre  of  England  Was  at  this  ^ P 
time  held  by  the  feeble  hand  of  Ed-  *3*4.  >j»r. 
ward . the  Second,  whofe  queen  Ifabella  was  the 
filter  of  Charles.  Some  differences  between  the 
two  kingdoms  induced  the  latter  to  fummon  the 
former  perfonally  to  appear  in  his  court,  and  do 
homage  for  the  fiefs  which  he  held  in  France ; 
but  the  favourite  of  the  king  of  England,  a young 
man  of  the  name  of  Speofer,  of  high  rank  and  of 
a noble  family,  had  already  provoked  the  enmity 
of  Ifabella  he  was  therefore  unwilling  to  attend 
his  mafter  to  Paris,  and  expofe  himfelf  in  a court 
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where  the  credit  of  that  princcis  might  be  danger- 
ous to  him ; ftill  Icfs  was  he  inclined  to  hazard  the 
abfence  of  the  eafy  and  fickle  king : At  length  he 
embraced  an  expedient,  which  fcemed  contrived  to 
remove  all  difficulties,  but  which  proved  fatal  to 
his  own  authority  and  life.  Edward  refigned  to  his 
eldeft  foB,  of  the  fame  name,  and  tlien  only  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  the  dominion  of  Guienne ; and 
with  his  mother  that  prince  fet  out  for  Paris,  to 
perform  the  ceremony  of  homage  to  his  fuperior 
lord.  But  Ifabella,  on  her  arrival  in  France,  drew 
to  her  fide  the  Englifh  fugitives,  the  common 
enemies  of  Spenfer  and  of  her  hufband : Among 
thefe  the  moft  confiderable  was  Roger  Mortimer, 
a powerful  baron  of  the  Welch  Marches,  who  had 
efcaped  from  a fentence  of  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment,  and  was  diftinguilhed  by  his  fuperidr  ani- 
mofity  to  the  minifter } he'  was  eafily  admitted  to 
pay  his  court  to  the  queen,  and  his  perfbn  and 
addrefs  foon  commanded  her  afFcdions.  To  her 
paffion  fhe  facrificed  every  fentiment  of  honour 
and  virtue ; and  the  moment  fhe  had  injured  Ed- 
ward, her  contempt  for  him  was  changed  into  im- 
placable hatred.  The  prince  was  already  in  the 
power  of  the  royal  adulterefs  and  her  paramour  j 
the  court  of  Ifabella  was  daily  fwelled  by  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  exiled  nobles ; a correfpondence  was 
fccretly  carried  on  with  the  ipalcontent  party  in 
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England  ; and  when  Edward  required  the  return 
of  his  wife  and  fon,  the  queen  indignantly  anfwered, 
that  (he  would  never  fet  her  foot  in  the  kingdom 
till  Spenfer  was  for  ever  removed  from  his  prefence 
and  councils. 

In  the  tranfient  hoftilities  between  France  and 
England,  the  celebrated  count  of  V alois,  the  uncle 
of  the  king,  had  fucccfsfully  invaded  Guienne, 
and  clofed  a life  of  turbulent  ambition  under  the 
preflure  of  an  uncommon  difeafe,  which  baffled 
the  flcill  of  the  phyficians ; his  laft  breath  was  de- 
voted to  repentance,  and  he  inceflantly  exprelTed 
his  contrition  for  the  injury  he  had  offered  to  the 
unfortunate  Marigni.  Before  he  clofed  his  eyes, 
a truce  had  been  agreed  upon  between  England 
and  France ; but  the  king  was  ftill  aftuated  by 
the  Ipirit  of  his  uncle,  and  was  eager  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  wcaknefs  of  Edward  and  the  dif- 
fenfions  of  his  family  5 but  he  was  at  the  fame 
time  fenffble  that  his  conduft  was  ftriftly  watched 
by  the  pope  and  the  neighbouring  princes  j he  had 
already  confented  to  receive  the  homage  of  the 
young  Edward,  and  no  pretence  any  longer  re- 
rruined  for  openly  fupporting  the  party  of  his 
fifter.  Ifabella  and  her  fon  were  commanded  to 
retire  from  the  dominions  of  France  j but  Ihe  had 
already  affianced  her  fon  to  Philippa,  the  daughter 
of  the  count  of  Holland  and  Hainault : His  ter- 
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ritories  offered  a fecure  afylum;  the  open  aid  of 
the  count,  and  the  private  afflffance  of  her  brother 
, Charles,  enabled  her  to  raife  a force  of  near  three 
thoufand  men:  With  this  fhe  failed  from  Dort, 
landed  without  oppofition  on  the  coaft  of  Suflex, 
and  foon  found  herfelf  at  the  head  of  a formidable 
army.  The  feeble  forces  of  the  royalifts  were  in- 
capable of  ftemming  the  torrent;  Spenfer  was 
condemned  without  trial,  and  ignominioully  perifti- 
ed  on  a gibbet ; and  the  unfortunate  king  himfelf^ 
after  the  indignity  of  a formal  depofition  and  a fliort 
■ confinement,  fell  a vidim  in  Berkeley  caftle  to  his 
unfeeling  and  lafeivious  confort,  and  the  ruthlels 
ambition  of  the  impatient  Mortimer. 

Whatever  afliftance  Charles  might  privately 
have  afforded  to  his  fifter,  whatever  was  his  fecret 
I’atisfadlion  at  her  fuccefs,  he  publicly  affefted  to 
arraign  her  conduft ; and  during  the  life  of  Ed- 
ward the  Second,  would  never  acknowledge  the 
royal  tide  of  his  fon.  With  more  honour  and 
juffice  he  had  concurred  with  his  parliament  in 
fupporting  the  claims  of  Lewis  de  Bethune  to  the 
fucceffion  and  tides  of  his  grandfather  Robert, 
count  of  Flanders,  Nevers,  and  Rhetel,  in  oppo- 
fition to  the  pretenfions  of  the  uncle  of  Lewis  and 
the  younger  fon  of  Robert,  who  had  endeavour- 
ed to  opprefs  his  nephew.  But  the  important 
objedt  of  the  ambition  of  Charles,  which  occupied 
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his  thoughts  and  inflamed  his  hopes,  was  the  im- 
perial diadem  of  Germany  : From  the  decline  of 
the  race  of  Charlemagne  it  had  conftantly  been 
Icparated  from  the  crown  of  France ; and  the  pre- 
fent  monarch  was  ardently  defirous  of  re-uniting 
the  long-loft  dignity.  In  his  marriage  he  had 
connefted  himfclf  in  that  expeftation  with  Henry 
of  Luxemburgh ; and  a favourable  opportunity 
feemed  ndvf  to  prefent  itfelf  of  attaining  the  height 
of  mortal  grandeur.  The  imperial  dignity  had 
been  difputed  by  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  j, 
and  by  Frederick  of  Auftrias  and  the  m>5. 
former,  in  a fuccefsful  field  of  battle,  had  render- 
ed himfclf  mafter  of  the  perfon  of  the  latter  : But 
his  viftory  could  not  fubduc  the  inflexible  hatred 
of  pope  John  the  Twenty-ftcond  j and  the  Ro- 
man pontiff,  fruitful  in  intrigue,  fummoned  new 
enemies  from  every  quarter  to  difturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  his  reign.  The  fpiritual  thunders  of 
excommunication  were  hurled  againft  the  head  of 
Lewis ; and  the  execution  of  the  fentcnce  of  the 
fucceffor  of  St.  Peter  was  entrufted  to  the  arm  of 
Leopold  of  Auftria,  the  brother  of  the  vanquilhed 
and  irqprifoned  Frederick.  To  ftrengthen  this 
confederacy,  the  king  of  France  was  allured  by 
the  promife  of  the  imperial  fpoils  of  the  Bavarian} 
and  Frederick  was  to  refign  to  him  the  preten- 
llons  which  he  himfelf  had  fo  unpropitioufly  af- 
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ferted.  Lewis  was  not  ignorant  of,  or  indifferent 
to,  the  ftorm  which  was  gathering ; and  he  en- 
deavoured to  encounter  his  adverfaries  with  equal 
arts:  By  immediately  rekafing  his  rival,  Frede- 
rick, he  engaged  his  grateful  friendfhip,  and  dif- 
armed  his  moft  formidable  antagqnift.  But  the 
pope  was  not  to  be  diverted  from  his  defign  by 
the  defertion  of  fo  powerful  an  ally ; the  hopes 
of  a confiderable  fum  of  money  fecured  the  per- 
feverance  of  Leopold ; and  it  was  determined  that 
a new  council  of  the  eleftors  (hould  be  held,  to 
transfer  the  imperial  crown  to  Charles. 

' Seduced  by  thefe  vain  promifes  and  flattering 
expeftations,  the  king  of  France,  with  a fplendid 
equipage  and  a gallant  train  of  nobility,  fet  out 
for  the  frontiers  of  Germany ; but  he  was  foon 
convinced  that  he  followed  an  airy  phantom, 
which  conftantly  eluded  his  grafp.  Of  the  vari- 
ous princes  who  had  profefled  themfelves  in  his 
intereft,  the  avarice  of  Leopold  alone  fccured  his 
appearance ; even  the  king  of  Bohemia  abfented 
himfelf  with  an  indifference  fimilar  to  the  reft  j 
and  the  death  of  his  filler  Mary,  the  queen  of 
France,  diffblved  the  engagements  which  he  had 
entered  into  with  that  crown. 

A fall  had  proved  fatal  to  Mary  and  the  hopes 
which  Charles  had  derived  from  her  pregnancy : 
Solicitous  to  eftablilh  by  male  heirs  the  peaceable 
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fucceffion  of  the.  crown,  on  the  death  of  his  con- 
fort  he  raifed  to  the  royal  bed  his  coufin-german, 
Joanna,  daughter  to  Lewis,  count  of  Evreuxj 
yet  anticipating  the  calamities  which  afterwards 
affliifted  his  kingdom,  he  endeavoured  by  every 
alliance  to  avert  the  impending  temped.  In  his 
treaty  with  Robert,  king  of  Scotland,  he  had  in- 
ferted  an  article,  that  in  cafe  either  monarch 
Ihould  die  without  an  heir  apparent,  the  dates  of 
the  kingdom  (hould  fill  the  vacant  throne,  and 
the  other  king  (hould  fupport  with  his  whole  force 
the  legality  of  their  nomination  againd  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  any  competitor.  But  even  thefe  pre- 
cautions were  too  weak  to  redrain  the  enterprifes 
of  inordinate  ambition;  and  the  vigilance  of  the 
monarch,  though  thus  incelTantly  difplayed,  was 
infufficient  to  proteft  his  fubje«Sls  from  the  miferies 
to  which  they  were  dedined. 

Charles,  on  the  death  of  Edward 
the  Second,  had  fummoned  his  fon  ’ 
and  fuccclTor,  Edward  the  Third,  to  yield  him 
homage  for  the  lands  which  fie  held  in  France : 
But  in  conformity  with  the  general  moderation  of 
his  government,  he  accepted  as  an  excule  the  un- 
fettled date  of  that  monarch’s  affairs  •,  and  equally 
inclined  to  propitiate  the  princes  of  the  blood,  he 
bedowed  on  Lewis,  the  grandfon  of  Lewis  the 
Ninth,  the  county  of  Marche,  in  exchange  for 
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Clermont,  and  ereftcd  into  a dukedom  his  barony 
of  Bourbon.  The  gradual  decay  of  his  health 
announced  his  approaching  diUblution,  and  he  ex- 
pired in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign  and  the  thirty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  leaving  his  queen  pregnant : 
When  on  his  death-bed  reminded  of  fettling  the 
fucceffion,  he  anfwcred,  that  if  his  confort  was 
delivered  of  a daughter,  that  important  care  be- 
longed to  the  parliament. 

As  the  charafter  of  Charles  was  not  diftin- 
guilhed  by  eminent  virtues,  it  alfo  appears  to' 
have  been  devoid  of  any  unworthy  vices:  His 
zeal  for  juftice  was  Ready  yet  temperate ; and  he 
punilhed  the  daring  outrages  of  Jourdain  de  Lifle, 
a powerful  nobleman  of  Aquitain,  without  regard 
to  his  wealth,  his  birth,  or  his  marriage  with  the 
niece  of  pope  John.  That  turbulent  baron  had 
been  fummoned  to  anfwer  before  the  king  to 
eighteen  crimes,  of  which  he  had  been  accufed; 
he  hefitated  not  to  fwell  the  number  by  the  inhu- 
man murder  of  the  officer  who  had  been  direfted 
to  cite  him : Yet  vain  of  his  alliance  with  the  Ro- 
man pontiff,  he  had  the  imprudence  foon  after  to 
enter  the  court  of  that  fovereign,  whofe  juftice  he 
had  braved,  and  whofe  dignity  he  had  fo  danger- 
oufly  wounded : The  king  commanded  him  in- 
ftantly  to  be  arrefted,  and  fentenced  him  to  the 
ignominy  of  a public  executioiv  the  juft  reward 
of  his  atrocious  guilt. 
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From  Hugh  Capet  to  Lewis  the  Boifterous,  the 
crown  of  France  had  defeended  from  father  to  Ion 
for  eleven  generations  and  the  fuccefljve  reigns  of 
the  dilferent  monarchs  had  all  contributed  to  ex- 
tend their  dominions  and  authority : They  had 
fhaken  off  their  fervile  dependence  on  the  clergy, 
they  had  reduced  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  no- 
bility, and  had  eftablilhed  the  royal  revenue  on  a 
more  certain  and  permanent  foundation ; after 
near  three  centuries  and  a half  the  immediate 
pofterity  of  FI  ugh  expired  in  Charles  the  Fourth, 
and  the  feeptre  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
race  of  V alois. 
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• Chapter  the  'Twelfth. 


ACCESSION  or  PHILIP  THE  SIXTH,  SURNAMED  THB 
fortunate,  the  first  of  the  race  of  VALOIS, 

CLAIM  OF  EDWARD  THE  THIRD  OF  ENGLAND. 

—CHARACTER  OF  ROBERT  OF  ARTOIS; OF 

JAMES  d’aRTEVILLE. WARS  BETWEEN  FRANCE 

AND  ENGLAND.— BATTLE  OF  CRECY. SIEGE  OF 

CALAIS. TRUCE  BETWEEN  FRANCE  AND  ENG. 

^ LAND. — death  OF  PHILIP  THE  SIXTH, 


^ThE  male  pollerity  of  Philip  the  Fair  was  ex- 
tinguilhed  in  Charles  the  Fourth  ; and 
.1318.  fpccenion  depended  on  the 

fruit  of  his  widow’s  pregnancy,  the  unfettled  date 
of  the  kingdom  demanded  a regent.  Two  com- 
petitors appeared  for  this  important  truft;  and  in 
their  pretenfions  to  the  regency,  urged  their  claims 
to  the  crown.  The  one  was  Philip  de  Valois, 
coufin-german  to  the  deceafed  king,  being  the  fon 
of  Charles  de  Valois,  brother  of  Philip  the  Fair ; 
the  other  was  Edward,  king  of  England,  who  in 
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right  of  his  mother  afpired  to  the  throne  of  France 
as  the  nephew  of  Charles  the  Fair.  But  female^ 
had  long  been  excluded  by  an  eftablilhed  opinion 
which  had  acquired  equal  authority  with  the  moR 
exprefs  and  pofitive  law:  It  had  been  recently 
ponfirmed  iri  the  fuccelTion  of  Philip  the  Long, 
in  preference  to  the  daughter  of  Lewis  the  Tenth ; 
and  even  had  it  been  admitted,  it  muft  have  prov- 
ed fatal  to  the  hopes  of  Edward,  as  each  of  the 
three  laft  kings  had  left  behind  them  daughters 
who  were  ftill  alive.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
Edward  thought  proper  to  abandon  the  ground  of 
immediate  female  fucceflion ; and  to  afiert,  that 
although  his  mother  Ifabella  was,  on  account  of 
her  fex,  incapable  of  fucceeding,  yet  he  himfelf, 
who  inherited  through  her,  was  liable  to  no  fuch 
objedbion,  and  might  claim  by  the  right  of  pro- 
pinquity; and  that  while  the  weaknefs  of  a wo- 
man was  precluded  from  afeending  the  throne  of 
France,  the  fame  exclufion  did  not  extend  to  the 
manly  pretenfions  of  her  iffue.  Yet  had  this 
argument  been  allowed,  the  profppfts  of  Edward 
would  have  been  intercepted  by  Charles,  king  of 
Navarre,  defeended  from  the  daughter  of  Lewis, 
furnamed  the  Boifterous ; but  they  were  equally 
oppofed  by  cuftom  and  policy ; the  claim  of 
Philip  dc  Valois  to  the  regency  was  unanimoufly 
admitted  j and  on  the  queen  dowager  being 
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delivered  of  a daughter,  he  afeended  the  throne 
of  France  with  the  furnamc  of  Fortunate. 

The  coronation  of  the  new  monarch  was  cele- 
brated at  Rheims ; and  among  the  peers  who  af- 
fifted  was  Lewis,  count  of  Flanders,  perfecuted 
and  driven  into  exile  by  his  fubjefts  for  his  inva- 
riable attachment  to  France.  The  honour  and  in- 
tcreft  of  Philip  both  prompted  him  to  reftore  him, 
and  the  firft  moments  of  his  reign  were  employed 
in  levying  a powerful  army : Accompanied  by 
the  king  of  Navarre,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  and 
the  flower  of  his  nobility,  he  entered  Flanders, 
and  found  the  Flemings  ftrongly  entrenched  on 
the  fide  of  a fteep  mountain,  with  a river  in  their 
front,  and  the  town  of  Caflel  in  their  rear.  Their 
inferior  numbers  were  fupplied  by  their  imprafti- 
cable  pofition ; and  Philip  mull  have  retired 
equally  inglorious  with  his  predeceflbrs,  had  he  not 
been  preferved  from  fo  difgraceful  a meafure  by 
the  precipitate  valour  of  the  Flemings  themfelves. 
On  the  memorable  eve  of  St.  Bartholomew  they 
iffued  from  their  works,  and  attacked  the  French 
with  an  impetuofity  as  refiftlefs  as  it  was  unex- 
pefted ; they  penetrated  even  to  the  tent  of  the 
king,  who  cfcaped  with  difficulty  amidfl;  the  ge- 
neral confufidn.  But  his  fkill  and  example  foon 
rallied  his  flying  troops,  and  he  feverely  avenged 
his  danger  and  difgrace ; the  Flemings  were  to- 
tally 
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tally  defeated  j the  town  of  CalTel  was  abandoned 
to  the  flames ; and  the  fubjefts  of  the  count  of 
Flanders  were  compelled,  reluctantly,  to  receive 
a maftcr  whom  they  regarded  with  increafe  of 
hatred. 

Although  the  pretenfions  of  Edward  to  the  re- 
gency had  been  rejected  by  the  ge-  ^ ^ 
neral  voice  of  France,  yet  Philip  ‘si®* 
could  not  reflect  on  the  claim  of  fo  formidable  a 
rival  without  a latent  Ipark  of  jealoufy.  He  had 
already  fummoned  the  Englifh  monarch  ,to  yield 
him  homage  for  the  lands  he  held  in  France ; and 
in  confequence  of  his  contemptuous  filence  had 
feized  his  revenues  in  that  kingdom ; to  obtain 
the  reftoration  of  thefe,  Edward  thought  proper 
to  pafs  the  feas,  and  fubmit  to  the  fervile  cere- 
mony at  Amiens.  The  Ipirit  of  a haughty  and 
gallant  youth  might  have  revolted,  in  a martial 
age,  at  appearing  bare-headed  and  without  arms 
or  fpurs  before  a prince  whole  equal  he  conlldered 
himfelfj  and  the  prudence  of  Philip  confented  to 
receive  the  homage  in  any  form,  on  condition 
that  it  Ihould  be  afterwards  explained  in  the  man- 
ner molt  fatisfaCtory  to  him.  On  the  return  of 
Edward  to  England,  this  explanation  was  Ihidi- 
oufly  delayed  ; and  Charles,  duke  of  Alenjon,  the 
brother  of  the  king  of  France,  entered  Guienne, 
and  poflefled  himfelf  of  Sainte.  Unwilling  to  for- 
feit 
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feit  fo  rich  an  inheritance,  the  king  of  England 
fent  over  a formal  deed,  in  which  he  acknowledged 
that  he  owed  liege  homage  to  France ; and  the 
flame  of  enmity  between  the  rival  fovereigns  would 
perhaps  have  been  finally  extinguidied,  had  it  not 
been  fanned  by  the  intrigues  of  a powerful  and 
difeontented  fubjeft  of  France. 

Robert  of  Artois  was  defeended  from  the  blood 
royal  of  France,  had  efpoufed  the  After  of  Philip, 
and  was  ftill  more  diftinguiftied  by  his  enterprif- 
ing  capacity  than  by  his  birth  or  alliance.  In  the 
late  conteft  for  the  regency/  he  had  pleaded  the 
caufe  of  Philip  with  fplendid  eloquence  and  fuc- 
cefsful  energy ; and  in  the  war  with  Flanders  he 
added  the  fame  of  a foldier  and  a general  to  the 
reputation  he  had  before  acquired  of  an  orator 
and  a ftatefman.  He  had  already  been  gratified 
with  feveral  marks  of  royal  favour  j but  he  found 
although  Philip  was  inclined  to  reward  a fervant, 
he  was  too  prudent  to  create  a mafter : He  had 
loft  the  county  of  Artois,  which  he  claimed  as  his 
birthright,  by  a fentence  commonly  deemed  ini- 
quitous, of  Philip  the  Fair;  and  he  was  now 
tempted  to  recover  it  by  means  unworthy  of  his 
rank  and  charafter.  The  written  evidences  which 
he  produced  to  fupport  his  claim  were,  on  in- 
fpeftion,  difeovered  to  be  forged ; and  the  detec- 
tion of  this  crime  covered  him  with  lhame  and 
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confufion.  The  king  of  France,  his  brother-in- 
law,  with  an  honourable  indignation  not  onif 
abandoned  him,  but  profecuted  him  with  violence. 
From  the  difgrace  and  punifliment  which  im- 
pended over  him,  Robert  efcaped  to  Brabant  i and 
driven  thence  by  the  menaces  of  Philip,  with  the 
wealth  which  he  had  amafled  he  pafled  over  to 
England.  He  was  received  with  relpcft  and  re- 
gard by  Edward  j nor  could  the  repeated  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  French  king  exclude  him  from  the 
councils  and  the  confidence  of  the  Englifh  mo- 
narch. Perhaps  die  -favour  of  Edward  towards 
Robert  of  Artois  was  firft  fuggefted  by  the  refent- 
ment  with  which  he  beheld  David  Bruce,  who 
had  fled  from  the  fword  of  his  competitor,  Baliol, 
king  of  Scotland,  partially  entertained  by  the 
court  of  France ; and  the  fulpicion  that  Philip, 
by  his  fccret  pradlices,  ftill  encouraged  the  Scots 
in  their  ftruggles  for  independence.  But  the  arts 
of  Robert  foon  revived  in  the  mind  of  his  new 
patron  his  former  prctenfions  to  the  crown  of 
. France ; and  the  flattering  profpeft  which  was  pre- 
fented  to  his  view  by  the  fpecious  colouring  of 
an  enraged  exile,  was  regarded  by  Edward  with 
boundlefs  hope  and  expeftation. 

From  this  inftant  both  princes,  re-  ^ p 
linquifliing  all  ideas  of  peace,  induf-  ’13°> 
trioufly  prepared  for  war.  Under  pretence  of  un- 
furling 
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furling  the  holy  banner  againft  the  infidels,  Phi- 
lip diligently  levied  new  forces,  and  fitted  out  a 
confiderablc  fleet ; he  attached  to  his  interefts  the 
pope,  the  king  of  Navarre,  the  duke  of  Brittany, 
- and  the  count  of  Bar  ■,  and  fortified  himfelf  on 
the  fide  of  Germany  with  the  alliance  of  the  king 
of  Bohemia,  the  Palatine,  the  dukes  of  Lorrain 
and  Auftria,  the  bifliop  of  Liege,  the  counts  of 
Deuxpont,  Vaudemont,  and  Geneva.  On  the 
other  hand,  Edward  was  fupported  by  his  fathcr-in- 
Jaw,  the  count  of  Hainault ; and  engaged  by  large 
fubfidies  the  dukes  of  Brabrant  and  Gueldrcs,  the 
archbifhop  of  Cologtj,  the  marquis  of  Juliers,  the 
count  of  Namur,  and  the  lords  of  Fauquemont 
and  Baquen : But  his  moft  confiderable  and  im- 
portant ally  was  James  d’Artcville,  a brewer  in 
Ghent. 

In  the  cultivation  of  arts  and  manufadhircs  the 
lower  ranks  of  the  Flemings  had  acquired  a de- 
gree of  independence  generally  unknown  in  an 
age  when  the  common  people  were  almoft  univer- 
fally  enflaved  by  the  feudal  inftitutions.  With  the 
increafe  of  wealth  they  became  more  ardent  in  the 
purfuit  of  that  freedom,  which  alone  could  fecure 
the  pofiefllon  of  it : In  fucceffive  tumultuary  con- 
fliiSs  they  had  infulted  their  nobles,  and  driven 
their  carl  into  exile  ; but  the  feditious  herd  con- 
„fcnted  to  obey  the  commanding  genius  of  J ames 
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d’  ^rteville,  who  governed  them  with  a more  ab- 
folutc  fway  than  had  ever  been  aflutned  by  any  of 
their  lawful  fovcreigns.  Conftantly  accompanied 
by  a guard  devoted  to  his  will,  his  difpleafure  was 
the  fignal  of  immediate  death ; the  magiftrates 
were  eritirely  dependent  on  his  nod  j and  every 
city  of  Flanders  was  filled  with  his  fpies  and  ad- 
herents. The  eftates  of  thofe  whom  he  had.  ba- 
hilhed  or  murderfcd,  he  converted  to  his  own  ufe  } 
and  the  few  nobles  who  ventured  to  remain  within 
the  reach  of  his  lawlefs  tyranny,  were  compelled 
to  propitiate  his  rage  by  the  moft  abjeft  fubmif- 
fions.  T o this  arrogant  and  arbitrary  demagogue 
Edward  afiiduoufly  applied  himfelf;  and  the 
Englifii  monarch,  naturally  haughty  and  afpiring, 
courted  the  friendfiiip  and  alliance  of  the  Flemilh 
tradefman  by  every  flattering  profeffion  that  inte- 
rcft  could  fuggeft. 

A confiderable  time  had  been  con-  ^ ^ 

fumed  in  fecret  negociations  and  war- 
like preparations;  and  both  Tides,  impatient  of 
further  delay,  were  ready  to  enter  upon  a£Hon. 
Edward  with  a formidable  armament,  pafled  the 
feas,  and  landed  at  Sluys  : But  tWo  obftacles  ftill 
remained ; the  vaflals  of  the  empire  could  not  aft 
under  the  command  of  Edward  witliout  the  direc- 
tion of  the  emperor,  who  ftill  maintained  the  ex- 
terior of  peace  with  France ; and  the  Flemings 
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pretended  the  fame  fcruples  with  regard  to  the  in 
vafion  of  their  liege  lord.  'The  firfl:  was  over- 
come by  the  emperor  Lewis  appointing  Edward 
Vicar  of  the  empire ; an  empty  honour,  but  which 
fcrved  to  banifh  the  doubts  of  the  German  prin- 
ces ; And  to  obviate  the  fecond,  Edward,  by  the 
advice  of  James  d’Arreville,  afiumcd  the  title  of 
king  of  France,  and  branded  Philip  de  Valois 
with  the  name  of  Ufurper.  Yet  the  king  of  Eng- 
land ventured  not  on  this  ftep  without  hefitation 
and  reludlance ; and  his  mind  feemed  filled  with 
too  true  a prefage  of  the  calamities  which  would 
enfue  to  the  rival  kingdoms  from  this  fatal  fource 
of  eternal  enmity. 

After  having  devoted,  to  gratify  his  German 
allies,  a few  moments  in  the  fruitlefs  fiege  of 
Cambray,  Edward  advanced  towards  the  frontiers 
of  France;  and  was  foon  convinced  of  the  diffi- 
culties he  muft  contend  with,  by  the  defection  of 
his  brother-in-law  the  count  of  Hainault,  and  the 
count  of  Namur;  who  difregarding  the  claim  of 
Edward  to  the  crown  of  FYance,  refufed  to  aft 
againft  their  liege  lord,  and  retired  with  the  troops 
under  their  immediate  command.  Yet  this  dimi- 
nution of  liis  forces  did  not  prevent  Edward  from 
paffing  the  Scheld,  and  appearing  in  the  fields  of 
Veronfoffe,  near  Capelle,  with  an  army  of  fifty 
thoufand  men.  Near  one  hundred  thoufand 
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French,  corhmanded  by  the  flower  of  their  nobi- 
lity, and  animated  by  the  prcfencc  of  their  mo- 
narch, approached  thofe  plains : But  the  prudence 
of  Philip  was  confpicuous  on  this  occallon ; and 
he  was  determined  to  avoid  a decifive  aftion,  in 
which  he  could  gain  but  little  and  muft  hazard 
much.  It  was  his  duty  to  defend  his  country, 
without  unneceflarily  expofing  it  to  the  chance  of 
war ; and  he  foon  reaped  the  fruits  of  his  caution, 
fince  the  exhaufted  finances  of  his  ad  verfarv  com- 
pelled him  to  difband  his  army,  after  having  an- 
ticipated his  revenue,  and  incurred  a heavy  debt 
in  the  hopelefs  enterprife. 

On  the  retreat  of  his  rival,  the  at-  a.  d. 
tention  of  Philip  was  firft  occupied  in  '!39i«340. 
the  endeavour  of  reconciling  the  Flemings  to  their 
exiled  lord,  and  alluring  them  to  the  caufe  of 
France ; but  his  efforts  were  baffled  by  the  influ- 
ence of  James  d’Arteville,  who  fteadily  adhered 
to  Edward.  After  a year  wafted  in  defultory  de- 
feents  on  cither  coaft,  and  indecifive  aftions  at 
fea,  the  French  monarch  was  once  more  aroufed 
by  the  formidable  preparations  of  the  king  of 
England  to  the  defence  of  his  crown  and  king- 
dom. For  this  purpofe  he  fitted  out  a fleet  of 
four  hundred  veflfels,  manned  with  forty  thoufand 
men,  and  ftationed  them  off  Sluys,  to  intercept 
the  paffage  of  Edward.  The  Englilh  navy  con- 
A a 2 fifted 
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filled  only  of  two  hundred  and  forty  fail ; but  thff 
wind  was  favourable  to  their  hopes,  and  they  were 
encouraged  by  the  prefence  and  exair.ple  of  their 
king.  The  encounter  was  fierce  and  bloody,  and 
fuch  as  might  be  expecled  in  an  age  when  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  fea  depended  rather  on  perfonal 
valour  than  naval  (kill.  In  the  heat  of  the  ac- 
tion the  Flemings,  near  whofc  coaft  the  French 
had  imprudently  engaged,  iflued  from  their  har- 
bours, and  opprelfed  their  weary  adverftries  with 
frelh  and  unexpefled  fury ; two  hundred  and  thir- 
ty of  the  French  (hips  were  taken  ; and  with  two 
admirals  of  France  peri(hed  thirty  thoufand  of  her 
braved  feamen  ; So  fatal  was  the  lofs,  that  the 
courtiers  of  Philip  preferved  a gloomy  filence^ 
and  their  fovereign  was-  at  length  informed  of  the 
national  calamity  by  the  privelegcd  tongue  of  » 
ficenfed  jefter. 

The  fuccefs  of  Edward  raifed  the  hopes  of  his 
allies,  who,  in  the  moment  of  profperity,  crowd- 
ed to  his  ftandard  t at  the  head  of  a various  ar- 
my, contpofed  of  different  nations,,  and  amount-*" 
ing  to  one  hundred  thoufand- men,  he  pointed  his 
march  towards  the  frontiers  of  France,  while  fifty 
thoufand  Flemings,  under  the  command  of  Ro- 
bert of  Artois,  laid  fiege  to  St.  Omer.  But  this 
undifeiplined  and  tumultuous  crowd  was  routed 
by  a fally  from  the  garrifon,  and  was  not  to  be 
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rallied  again  by  the  capacity  or  exertions  of  their 
leader.  Philip  had  already  drawn  together  the 
fcattered  forces  of  his  kingdom ; the  numbers 
of  his  hoft  were  ennobled  by  the  quality  of 
his  adherents ; and  the  kings  of  Bohemia,  Scot- 
land, and  Navarre  marched  under  his  banner. 
He  found  Edward  engaged  in  the  blockade 
of  Tournay,  a city  whofe  fortifications  and  gar- 
rifon  had  refilled  the  incefiant  aflTaults  of  the 
Englilh,  and  which  the  befiegers  could  only 
hope  to  reduce  by  famine.  The  count  of 
Eu,'  to  whofe  valour  and  pcrleverance  the  de- 
fence of  this  important  town  was  entrufted,  had 
expelled  from  the  waMs  every  ufelefs  mouth ; 
and  the  duke  of  Brabant,  jealous  of  the  fuccefs 
of  Edward,  allowed  to  the  inhabitants,  thus  ex- 
iled, a free  pallage  through  his  quarters. 

For  ten  weeks  Edward  had  prefled  his  attacks, 
or  intercepted  the  fuppHes  of  Tournay;  but  the 
approach  of  Philip  diflipated  his  vifionary  hopes. 
To  the  vain  bravado  of  the  Englifh  monarch  to 
decide  their  differences  i.n  Angle  combat,  the 
king  of  France  coldly  replied,  that  Edward  hav- 
ing done  homage  to  him  for  Guienne,  and  fo- 
lemnly  acknowledged  him  for  his  fuperior,  it  ill 
became  him  to  fend  a challenge  to  his  liege  lord  j 
but  that  if  he  would  put  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land on  the  ilTue  of  their  perfonal  prowefs,  he 
A a 3 vyould 
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would  readily  accept  the  challenge.  Although 
thefe  mutual  defiances  might  ferve  to  dazzle 
the  eyes  of  the  vulgar,  both  monarchs  equal- 
ly tired  with  a fruitlefs  campaign,  liftened  to 
the  peaceful  remonftrances  of  Jane,  the  countefs 
dowager  of  Hainault.  This  princefs  was  mother- 
in-law  to  Edward,  and  filter  to  Philip.  To  af- 
fuage  the  animofities  of  contending  kings,  fhe  had  > 
left  the  holy  walls  of  her  convent,  and  her  pious 
efforts  were  productive  of  a truce  for  a year,  which 
left  both  parties  in  poflefiion  of  their  different  ac- 
quifitions,  and  allowed  each  time  to  prepare  for 
frefh  hoflilities. 

Before  ' even  this  fliort  term  could 
' elapfe,  an  event  as  unfortunate  as  it 
was  unforefcen  kindled  again  the  flames  of  war, 
and  fpread  their  deflruClive  progrefs  to  a much 
wider  extent.  John,  the  third  duke  of  Brittany, 
fenfible  of  his  approaching  end,  was  felicitous  to 
prevent  thofe  diforders  to  which  a difputcd  fuc- 
ceflion  might  expofe  his  fubjeCbs;  he  confidered 
a daughter,  the  only  iffue  of  his  brother  the  count 
of  Penthievre,  as  his  heir  ■,  and  preferred  her  title 
to  that  of  the  count  of  Montfort,  his  brother  by 
a different  mother:  He  was  farther  confirmed  in 
this  opinion  by  his  own  family  having  inherited  the 
duchy  from  a female  j he  accordingly  beflowed  the 
hand  of  his  niece  on  Charles  of  Blois,  nephew  of  the 
3 king 
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king  of  France,  by  his  mother,  Margaret  of  Va- 
lois, filler  of  that  monarch ; and  who,  from  his 
abilities  and  connexion,  was,  he  prefumed,  ca- 
pable of  defending  the  claim  he  thus  transferred 
to  him.  The  Bretons  concurred  in  his  choice ; 
and  among;  his  valTals  the  count  of  Mountfort, 
the  male  heir,  fwore  fealty  to  Charles  and  his  con- 
fort,  as  his  future  fovereigns. 

But  the  death  of  John  revived  the  ambition  of 
Mountfort  i and  while  Charles  was  employed  in 
foliciting  at  the  court  of  France  the  inveftiture  of 
the  duchy,  his  daring  competitor,  by  force  or  in- 
trigue, had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Rennes,  Nantz, 
Brcft,  and  Hennebonne;  and  had  fccretly  engaged 
to  yield  homage  to  Edward,  as  the  king  of  France, 
for  the  duchy  of  Brittany.  Such  a vaflal  opened 
to  the  king  of  England  a pafiage  into  the  heart 
of  France;  this  confideration  was  enforced  by 
the  eloquence  of  Robert  of  Artois:  and  Edward 
readily  confented  to  a treaty  which  at  once  flat- 
tered his  hopes  of  dominion  and  his  thirft  for 
revenge. 

Philip  had  early  fufpeded  the  correfpondence 
between  Mountfort  and  the  king  of  England ; 
and  when  the  latter  ventured  to  appear  at  Paris, 
determined  to  arrell  him,  and  compel  him  to  re- 
ftore  what  he  had  feized.  Jealous  of  the  inten- 
tions of  the  king  of  France,  that  nobleman  with- 
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drew ; and  his  retreat  was  the  fignal  of  war  bfi-; 
tween  him  and  Charles  of  Blois.  In  fupport  of 
his  kinfman,  John,  duke  of  Normandy,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Philip,  entered  Brittany,  and  invefted 
Mountfort  in  the  city  of  Nantz.  The  fortifica- 
tions of  that  place  might  perhaps  have  refifted 
for  fomc  time  the  attack  of  the  befiegers,  bui; 
Nantz  was  betrayed  by  the  treachery  of  the  in- 
habitants ; and  Mountfort  himfelf  was  conduftet^ 
a captive  to  Paris,  and  confined  in  the  Louvre. 

Philip,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the 
A-P.  >34*.  (jf  France  by  the  cxclufion  of 

the  female  jine,  armed  in  fupport  of  his  nephew, 
whofe  claim  was  derived  from  his  marriage  with 
a niece  of  the  late  Duke  of  Brittany,  and  held 
in  chains  a prince  whofe  pretenfions  were  fimilar 
to  his  own : But  the  party  of  Mountfort  was  ftill 
animated  by  the  manly  fpirit  of  his  confort,  who, 
inftead  of  deploring  with  female  _weaknefs  the 
captivity  of  her  hulband,  roufed  the  States  of 
Brittany  to  refill:  an  ufurper  impofed  upon  them 
by  the  arms  of  France.  Invefted  in  Hennebonnej 
Ihe  fuftained  with  undaunted  courage  the  aflaults 
of  Charles  of  Blois ; when  the  flxength  of  that 
dty  feemed  exhaufted,  Ihe  broke  through  the  lines 
of  the  befiegers,  retired  to  Breft,  and  forced  her 
paffage  back  with  the  important  fuccour  of  five 
hundred  horfe.  Thcfe  examples  of  female  va- 
lour 
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iour  might  reurd,  but  could  not  have  averted 
the  fate  of  Hennebonne ; a capitulation  had  al- 
ready been  propofed  by  the  bifnop  of  Leon,  when 
the  exulting  countefs  beheld  from  the  rampart 
the  long-expcfted  fleet  of  England  fleering  to 
her  relief.  Six  thoufand  archers,  with  a body  of 
heavy  cavalry,  were  immediately  landed  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Walter  Manny,  a brave  and 
experienced  leader;  and  Charles  of  Blois  was 
compelled  to  retire  with  a figh  of  difappoint- 
ment  from  the  hopelefs  fiege. 

A more  confiderable  reinforcement  ^ P 
foon  followed  thefe,  under  the  guid- 
ance  of  Robert  of  Artois ; and  the  impatient 
exile  fignalized  his  prowefs  by  the  fuccefsful  at- 
tack of  Vannes.  The  Bretons  who  adhered  to 
Charles,  fccredy  afTembled  to  recover  this  im- 
portant city ; and  Robert  was  compelled  to  re- 
linquifh  his  prey,  after  receiving  a wound  which 
foon  after  terminated  a life,  the  fource  of  fb 
many  calamities  to  his  country.  Edward,  eager  to 
revenge  the  fate  of  his  ally,  landed  himfelf  with 
an  army  of  twelve  thoufand  men  at  Morbien, 
near  Vannes,  and  commenced  at  once  the  three 
important  fieges  of  Vannes,  of  Rennes,  and  of 
I^lantz.  But  by  dividing  his  forces,  he  failed  in 
every  enterprife ; and  while  he  fainriy  profo- 
cuted  his  attempt  againft  Vannes,  Philip  had 

a 
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drawn  together  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  in-, 
fantry  and  four  thoufand  cavalry.  Thefe  en- 
tered Brittany,  commanded  by  his  eldeft  fon, 
John,  duke  of  Normandy  ; and  by  their  I'upcrior 
numbers,  and  lines  of  circumvallation,  inverted 
in  their  turn  the  befiegers.  Famine  had  already 
penetrated  into  the  camp  of  the  Englifh  ; but 
the  policy  of  Edward  prevailed,  when  his  arms 
were  ufelcfs ; in  the  moment  when  the  duke  of 
Normandy  was  marter  of  the  fate  of  his  oppo- 
nent, and  might  have  diftated  terms  which  would 
have  extinguilhed  the  flames  of  difeord,  he  was 
induced,  by  the  mediation  of  two  legates  of  the 
court  of  Rome,  to  fubferibe  a truce  for  three 
years  on  thefe  fair  and  equitable  conditions: 
That  all  prifoners  fliould  be  releafed ; that  the 
places  in  Brittany  fliould  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  prefent  poffeflbrsj  that  the  allies  on  both 
Tides  fliould  be  comprehended  in  the  cefTation  of 
arms}  and  that  Vannes  fliould  be  fequertered  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  legates  during  the  truce,  to 
be  afterwards  difpofed  of  according  to  their  plea- 
fure.  Though  Edward  was  fenflble  of  the  par- 
tiality of  the  Pope  to  Philip,  and  the  confequent 
difpofal  of  Vannes,  he  gladly  fubferibed  terms 
which  faved  his  honour,  extricated  him  from  his 
immediate  dirtrefs,  and  difmiflTed  him  to  medi- 
tate new  hortilities. 

Philip 
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Philip  had  engaged  with  invariable  D 
reluctance  in  a war  from  which  he  had  •344.M4S- 
fo  much  to  apprehend  ; The  enterprifes  of  his 
rival  had  indeed  been  conftantly  baffled ; but 
his  own  finances  were  exhausted  in  the  fruitlefe 
contention  ; and  he  had  facrificcd  at  Vannes  the 
immediate  advantages  he  had  obtained,  to  a truce 
which  he  flattered  himfelf  might  be  converted 
into  a folid  peace.  He  was  foon  routed  from 
this  vifionary  hope  by  the  formidable  prepara- 
tions of  his  indefatigable  rival.  The  pretence 
for  war  was  the  piinifhment  of  fome  nobles  of 
Brittany,  whom  Edward  aflerted  to  be  partizans 
of  Mountfort,  and  whofe  execution  he  deemed 
an  infraction  of  the  treaty.  While  Philip  ftrength- 
ened  himfelf  by  a treaty  with  Humbert,  the  fe- 
cond  dauphin  of  the  Viennois,  and  by  the  pur- 
chafe  of  Montpellier  from  the  king  of  Majorca, 
the  Englifh,  under  the  command  of  the  carl  of 
Derby,  had  invaded  Guienne,  twice  defeated  a 
French  army  entrufted  to  the  count  of  Liflc, 
and  poflelTed  ihemfelves  of  Monfegur,  Mon- 
pefat,  Villefranche,  Miremont,  and  Tonnins, 
with  the  fortrelTes  of  Damaflen,  Aiguillon,  An- 
gouleme,  and  Reole. 

The  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  French  trcafuiy 
rendered  Philip  for  fome  time  incapable  of  op- 
pofing  the  torrent;  atid  the  duty  which  he  was 

reduced 
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reduced  to  lay  upon  fait,  had  altnon;  provdkcd 
his  people  into  open  rebellion:  But  as  foon  as 
thefe  difeontents  were  afluaged,  an  army  was 
haftily  levied  of  one  hundred  thoufand  men. 
The  confidence  of  the  foldiers  in  their  fuperior 
numbers  vtts  augmented  by  the  preferjee  of  the 
dukes  of  Norn^andy  and  Burgundy;  the  earl  of 
Derby  was  .compelled  to  adt  upon  the  defenfive ; 
Angouleme  was  taken  after  a vigorous  refift- 
ance ; and  the  fon  of  Philip  was  recalled  front 
the  blockade  of  Aiguillon  by  the  fatal  rafhneis 
of  his  father,  and  a defeat  that  feemed  to  expole 
the  French  monarchy  to  immediate  deftnic- 
don. 

To  defend  Guienne,  and  to  flic- 
A.  .i34«.  Derby,  Edward  had 

colledted  at  Southampton  a fleet  ot  near  a thou- 
land  fail,  and  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men ; 
he  embarked  on  board  it,  with  his  fon  the  prince 
of  Wales,  then  only  fifteen  years  of  a^e,  and 
the  flower  of  his  nobility  ; but  ‘ his  intentions 
were  baffled  by  the  obftinacy  of  the  winds;  and 
he  was  prevailed  on  to  change  the  otgedl:  of  his 
deftination  by  GeofFry  D’  Harccurt,  an  exiled 
noble  of  Normandy,  who  fupplied  in  the  coun« 
cils  of  the  kings  the  lofs  of  Robert  of  Artois. 
Harcourt  ftrongly  enforced  the  advantages  that 
would  attend  the  invafion  of  Normandy;  deA. 

titute 
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tJrute  of  any  military  force,  its  fertile  fields  and 
opulent  towns  prefented  a ready  harveft  and 
rich  plunder  to  the  firft  invader;  while  its  vi- 
cinity, to  the  capital  of  France  rendered  every 
event  of  importance  in  thole  quarters.  His 
arguments  were  decifivc;  and  Edward  ordering 
his  fleet  to  ftecr  for  the  Norman  coaft,  fafely 
landed  his  forces  at  La  Hogue. 

Philip  received  with  aftonilhment  and  terror 
the  intelligence  of  the  uncxpe6ted  invafion  of 
his  rival ; it  was  immediately  followed  by  the 
melancholy  tidings  that  the  counts  of  Eu,  and  of 
Tancarville,  who  had  endeavoured  to  oppole 
him,  were  defeated  and  taken  prifoners , that  the 
rich  town  of  Caen  was  furprilcd  and  plundered  > 
and  tliat  the  devallations  of  the  Englilh  were  ex- 
tended with  licentious  fury  along  the  peaceable 
banks  of  the  Seine.  While  the  king  of  France 
aflcnrbled  his  forces,  he  had  the  mortification 
to  behold  his  capiul  infulted,  and  his  palace  of 
St.  Germains  confumed,  by  the  incurfions  and 
flames  of  his  enemies ; but  if  the  firft  moments 
were  abandoned  to  defpair,  the  fuccelfive  hours 
were  cheered  by  the  profpeft  of  viftory,  and  the 
hope  of  revenge  j The  nobility  of  France  crowded 
to  the  ftandard  of  their  fovercign ; three  royal 
leaders,  the  king  of  Bohemia,  the  king  of  the' 
Romans,  and  the  king  of  Majorca,  marched  un- 
der 
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der  his  banners;  and  an  hoft  of  one  hundretl 
and  twenty  thoufand  men  promifed  to  chaf- 
tife  the  temerity,  and  overwhelm  tlie  martial 
train  of  Edward.  ’I'hat  prince,  difappointed  in 
his  intentions  of  paffing  the  Seine,  pointed  his 
march  towards  the  Somme;  but  the  fame  ob^ 
ftacles  prefented  themfelves  again ; the  bridges 
on  that  river  were  cither  broken  down  or  ftrong- 
ly  guarded : a numerous  detachment  was  Ra- 
tioned on  the  oppofite  banks;  and  the  hoft  of 
Philip  already  prefled  upon  his  rear.  The  pro- 
mife  of  liberal  reward  induced  at  laft  a peafant, 
whofe  name  of  Gobin  Agace  biftory  has  preferv- 
ed  from  oblivion,  to  betray  the  interefts  of  his 
country,  and  to  inform  Edward  of  a ford  below 
Abbeville.  At  the  head  of  his  troops  the  king 
entered  the  river,  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
Ration,  and  purfued  them  over  the  plain  ; while 
Philip  arrived  juft  in  time  to  endure  the  morti- 
fication of  beholding  his  adverfary’s  rear-guard 
, crofs  the  Somme,  and  his  own  troops  prevented 
by  the  returning  tide  from  continuing  the  pur- 
fuit. 

The  king  of  France  immediately  took  his 
route  over  the  bridge  of  Abbeville,  and  burn- 
ing with  refentment,  beheld  his  ene.my  ftrongly 
ported  near  the  memorable  village  of  Crecy : 
His  moft  experienced  officers  advifed  him  to  de- 
fer 
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fer  the  combat  till  the  enfuing  day,  when  his 
troops  would  have  recovered  from  the  fatigue ; 
but  although  Philip  alTented  to  this  counfel,  it 
was  no  longer  in  his  power  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution. His  progrels  from  Abbeville  feemed  ra- 
ther the  tumultuous  purfuit  of  a flying  foe,  than 
a well-conducted  march  to  encounter  a formi- 
dable enemy  j one  divifion  preflTcd  upon  ano- 
ther, and  the  foremoft  ranks  had  already  arrived 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Englilh.  The  firft  line  con- 
fifted  of  fifteen  thoufand  Genoefc,  armed  with 
crofs-bows;  but  a little  before  the  engagement, 
a thunder  Ihower  had  relaxed  the  firings  of  thefc 
weapons,  while  the  Englilh  archers,  who  main- 
tained on  that  day  the  fame  they  had  before  ac- 
quired, drevy  their  bows  from  their  cafes,  and 
poured  a Ihower  of  arrows  on  their  dtTencelels 
opponents.  The  confufion  of  the  Cenoele  was 
increafed  by  the  furious  charge  of  Edward  prince 
of  Wales;  and  the  cavalry  of  France  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  check  the  ardour  and  deflxuftive 
valour  of  that  martial  prince.  The  numbers  of 
the  French  long  fupplied  the  want  of  order  and 
difcipline;  but  at  length  the  rout  was  univer- 
fal ; nor  could  the  battle  be  reftored  even  by  the 
example  of  Philip  himfelf;  One  horfc  had  al- 
ready been  killed  under  him ; and  as  he  mount- 
ed another,  to  charge  again  his  enemies,  the 
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reins  of  his  bridle  were  feized  by  John  of 
Hainault,  and  the  monarch  was  rcluftantly  con- 
veyed oiT  the  field  of  battle. 

On  the  difaftrous  plains  of  Crecy  pcrifhcd 
twelve  hundred  French  knights,  fourteen  hun- 
dred gentlemen,  four  thoufand  men  at  arms,  and 
thirty  thoufand  of  the  common  foldiers.  Among 
the  flain  were  the  kings  of  Bohemia  and  Ma- 
jorca; the  former,  blind  from  age,  guided  by  twd 
gentlemen,  who  faftened  the  reins  of  his  horfe 
to  their’s,  rufhed  into  the  thickcrf  of  the  daugh- 
ter, and  there  gallantly  expired  fighting;  his 
motto,  with  thefe  Gefman  words,  Icb  dien,  1 
Jervcy  was  adopted  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
has  been  preferved  by  his  fucceflbrs.  The  tri- 
umph of  the  viftors  was  fcarce  alloyed  by  any 
lofs ; and  only  three  knights,  with  one  efquire, 
and  a very  few  of  inferior  note,  arc  reported  to 
have  periflied  on  the  fide  of  the  Englilh. 

^ ^ In  a few  days  after  the  battle  of 
Crecy,  Edward,  with  his  viftorious 
army,  formed  the  fiege  of  Calais ; and  Philip 
recalled  fi-om  Guienne  the  duke  of  Normandy, 
to  join  the  (battered  remains  of  his  forces.  In 
Brittany  the  arms  of  France  had  been  equally 
unfortunate,  and  Charles  of  Blois  was  defeated 
and  taken  prifoncr  by  the  countefs  of  Mount- 
fort  ; yet  his  confort  revived  the  fpirit  of  his 
2 friends 
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friends  by  her  example ; and  Brittany,  in  a fuc- 
cefllon  of  martial  enterprifes,  acknowledged  and 
admired  the  valour  of  thefe  hoftile  and  heroic 
dames.  Some  confolation  might  be  derived  from 
the  Rate  of  Flanders ; the  fickle  Flemings  re- 
called their  count,  and  murdered  James  D’Arte- 
ville,  who  had  attempted  to  transfer  the  fove- 
reignty  of  that  country  to  the  prince  of  Wales; 
but  the  danger  of  Calais  ftill  loudly  called  for 
the  fuccour  of  Philip;  with  an  hoft,  which  has 
been  computed  at  two  hundred  thoufand  men* 
he  advanced  towards  the  devoted  city;  but  he 
found  Edward  fo  furrounded  with  moraflas,  and 
fo  fecured  by  entrenchments,  that  any  attempt 
was  deemed  impracticable ; and  Philip  was  com- 
pelled, with  a figh  of  defpair,  to  refign  his  faithful 
fubje6ls  to  their  impending  fate. 

The  defence  of  Calais  had  been  en- 
trufled  to  the  courage  and  conftancy  ' 
of  John  of  Vienne,  a knight  of  Burgundy,  whofe 
vigilance  and  bravery  juftified  the  important  ap- 
pointment, and  for  near  a year  had  repulfed  the 
afiaults,  and  baffled  the  ftratagems  of  Edward. 
But  the  inhabitants  were  reduced  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity by  famine  and  fatigue  ; and  the  king  of 
England  would  only  confent  to  fufpend  the  ge- 
neral deftruftion;  on  condition  that  fix  of  the 
moR  confiderable  of  the  citizens  fhould  atone 
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foi*  the  obftinacy  of  the  reft,  by  fubmitting  their 
lives  to  his  difpofal,  and  prefenting  the  keys  of 
their  city  with  ropes  about  their  necks.  While 
the  wretched  people  gazed  on  each  other,  loft 
in  defpair,  Euftace  de  St.  Pierre,  (may  his  name 
be  immortal !)  offered  to  encounter  death  for  the 
fafety  of  his  friends  and  companions.  The  ge- 
nerous ftame  of  enthufiafm  was  foon  communi- 
cated, and  five  more  intreated  to  (hare  the  glory 
and  danger;  they  appeared  ereft  and  undaunted 
before  the  haughty  viftor ; but  Edward  was  dif- 
fuaded  from  fullying  his  fame  by  the  inhuman 
facrifice ; and  at  the  interceffion  of  his  queen 
Philippa,  who  was  juft  returned  from  vanquilhing 
and  leading  in  chains  David  Bruce,  the  king  of 
Scotland,  he  difmiffed  thefe  gallant  and  almoft  dif- 
appointed  burghers. 

A jj  In  every  ftage  of  the  war  Philip  had 
1348, 1350.  eonftantly  exprelTed  his  wifti  for  pjeace; 
his  defeat  at  Crecy  rendered  him  ftill  more  de- 
lirous  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  his  country ; while 
Edward,,  amidft  his  triumphs,  was  unable  any 
longer  to  fupport  the  expence  of  viftory.  Un- 
der thefe  circumfbnces,  the  mediation  of  the 
court  of  Rome  was  readily  accepted ; and  a 
truce  was  concluded  between  the  rival  monarchs 
for  three  years.  In  France  the  ravages  of  war 
had  been  followed  by  the  meagre  footfteps  of 
famine,  and  the  peftilential  breath  of  contagious 
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'difcafe.  An  attempt  which  had  been  made  on 
Calais  was  therefore  ftrenuoufly  difavowed  by 
Philip } and  as  It  had  proved  unfuccefsful,  the 
difavowal  was  accepted  by  Edward.  But  the  king 
of  France  received  at  this  period  a rich  compenfa- 
tion  for  the  Ioffes  he  had  fuftained  in  war,  by  the 
acquifition  of  Dauphiny,  which  has  ever  fince  af- 
forded the  title  of  dauphin  to  the  eldeft  fon  of  the 
crown.  Humbert,  the  prince  of  that  country, 
difappointed  in  his  hopes  of  marrying  Joan,  daugh- 
ter of  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  refigned  his  territories 
to  Charles,  the  grdndfon  of  Philip,  on  whom  that 
lady  had  beftowed  her  hand,  and  retired  into  the 
order  of  St.  Dominic.  The  king  himfelf)  at  this 
time  a widower,  foon  after  efpoufed  Blanch,  the 
daughter  of  Philip  count  of  Evreux  and  Jane, 
queen  of  Navarre;  the  beauty  of  this  princels 
had  diverted  him  from  his  firft  intention  of  de- 
manding her  for  his  fon,  the  duke  of  Normandy, 
who  united  himfclf  with  the  counteft  of  Bologne  : 
But  the  fatisfaftion  which  thefe  marriages  afforded 
was  in  lefs  than  a year  interrupted  by  the  death  of 
the  king,  who  expired  in  the  fifty- feventh  year  of 
his  age,  and  the  twenty-third  year  of  a reign,  which 
but  ill  juftified  his  furname  of  Fortunate. 
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Chapter  the  ‘Thirteenth. 


JOHtf,  SURNAMED  THE  GOOD,  KINO  OF  FRANCE^ 
—CHARACTER  OF  CHARLES,  KING  OF  NA- 
VARRE.  war  with  ENGLAND.  — BATTLE  OF 

POICTIERS. DEFEAT  AND  CAPTIVITY  OF  JOHN. 

—REGENCY  OF  THE  DAUPHIN.— DISORDERS  IN 
FRANCE. PEACE  WITH  ENGL  AN  D.— JOHN  RE- 

STORED TO  FREEDOM,  afterwards  RETURNS  TO 
ENGLAND,  AND  DIES  THERE. 


John,  duke  of  Normandy, 'fucceed- 
ed  to  the  throne  of  France  on  the 
death  of  his  father  j and  the  enviable  furname  of 
Good,  was  the  reward  of  his  piety,  his  fincerity, 
and  integrity ; but  while  his  fubjefts  contemplated 
with  pleafure  thefe  virtues,  they  could  not  be 
blind  to  the  defefts  by  which  they  were  alloyed : 
He  poflelTed  not  that  mafterly  prudence  and 
forefight  which  the  difficult  fituation  of  his  king- 
dom required;  and  he  feemed  to  inherit  from 
Philip,  that  impetuofity  which  had  already  proved 
fo  fatal  to  France.  He  had  fcarce  eftabliffied 
his  authority,  before  the  mobility  were  difgufted 
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by  ah  aft  of  unleafonable  fevcrity : Robert  de 
Brienne,  count  of  Eu  and  Guifnes,  had  been 
taken  prifoner  by  the  king  of  England  at  Caen ; 
under  pretence  of  negociating  his  ranfom,  he 
paffed  fcveral  tinnes  between  France  and  Eng- 
land ; but  John  fufpefted  him  of  more  danger- 
ous praftices ; and  he  was  accufed  of  an  inten- 
tion to  refign  the  important  diftrift  of-  Guifnes 
to  Edward.  By  the  command  of  his  Ibvereign 
he  was  fuddenly  arrefted,  and  beheaded,  without 
even  the  form  of  a trial:  In  his  laft  moments  he 
was  faid  to  have  acknowledged  his  treafonable 
defigns } but  the  confenion  has  ever  been  doubt- 
ed by  contemporary  hiftoriansj  and  the  execu- 
tion has  fixed  an  indelible  blot  on  the  memory 
of  John.  The  conftablc’s  fword  was  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  Charles  de  le  Cerda ; but  his 
fate  was  equally  unfortunate  with  that  of  his  pre- 
deceffor;  and  he  had  fcarce  attained  the  envi- 
able dignity,  before  he  fell  the  viftim  of  aflaffi- 
nation. 

The  author  of  this  atrocious  deed  was 
Charles,  king  of  Navarre,  to  whom  the  epithet 
of  Wicked  has  been  with  juftice  affixed.  De- 
fended from  males  of  the  blood  - royal  of 
France,  and  the  grandfon,  by  his  daughter,  of 
Lewis  the  Boilterous,  he  had  efpoufed  Joanna, 
jhc  daughter  of  John:  But  thefe  ties,  which 
B b 3 ought 
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ought  to  have  induced  him  to  fupport,  only  ani- 
mated his  efforts^ to  overthrow,  the  throne;  his 
perfonal  qualities  were  the  admiration  of  France 
and  Navarre;  he  was  courteous,  affable,  entcr- 
prifing,  and  eloquent;  inflnuating  iq  his  addrefs, 
and  enterprifing  in  his  defigns:  But  reverfe  the 
portrait,  and  he  was  faithlefs,  revengeful,  and  ma- 
licious ; infatiate  of  power,  and  unreftrained  by 
principle.  He  had  demanded  the  county  of  An- 
gouleme,  but  the  king  had  beftowed  it  on  Charles 
dc  le  Cerda,  and  he  for  ever  deftroyed  his  own 
honour  to  avenge  himfclf  on  his  competitor. 
Yet  fo  weak  was  the  crown,  that  the  king  of 
Navarre  braved  with  impunity  the  royal  indig- 
nation which  he  had  provoked ; nor  would  he 
fubmit  to  the  vain  ceremony  of  alking  pardon 
for  the  offence,  till  he  had  farther  infultcd  the 
king  of  France,  by  demanding  and  receiving 
the  fecond  fon  of  John  as  a hoftage  for  his 
fecurity. 

^ jj  Charles  had  not  deigned  to  conceal 
his  pretenfions  in  right  of  his  mo- 
ther to  the  crown  of  France ; but  he  urged  with 
Vehemence  his  more  immediate  claim  to  the  coun- 
ties of  Champagne  and  Brie.  To  obviate  any 
further  difpute,  John  beftowed  the  dutchy  of 
Normandy  on  his  eldeft  fon,  Charles,  who  now 
bore  the  title  of  dauphin,  and  commanded  him 
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to  Icizc  the  eftates  of  the  king  of  Navarre : The 
meafurc  was  prefcntly  attended  by  the  appearance 
of  that  monarch  at  Paris ; and  John  was  glad  to 
appeafe  his  turbulent  murmurs,  at  the  expence  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  crowns. 

The  truce  between  the  kingdoms  of  France 
and  England  had  been  but  ill  obferved  on  both 
fides  i the  French  had  poflefled  themfelves  of 
the  fca-port  of  St,  Jean  d’Angeli ; and  the  Eng- 
lifli  had  furprifed  Guifnes : Every  thing  feemed 
to  threaten  a revival  of  former  hoftilities  j the 
houfes  of  Mountfort  and  Blois  ftill  difplayed  in 
arms  their  unabated  enmity  5 while  the  ambition 
of  Edward  was  fanned  by  the  faftious  counfels 
of  Geoffrey  d’Harcourt,  who  no  longer  remem- 
bered the  pardon  he  had  received  frc>m  Philip; 
and  by  the  daring  intrigues  of  the  king  of  Na- 
varre : Even  the  dauphin  was  allured  by  the  arts 
of  that  prince,  to  join  the  formidable  confede- 
racy, and  to  confpire  againft  his  father.  But  John 
was  informed  of  their  fccret  defigns;  he  re- 
claimed his  fon  by  pointing  out  to  him  the  dan- 
ger and  imprudence  of  thefe  connexions  j and 
made  ufe  of  his  penitence  to  draw  the  king  of 
Navarre  and  his  adherents  into  a fnare.  At  an 
entertainment  at  Rouen,  thefe  were  arrefted  j the 
former  was  lent  prifoner  to  Chateau  Gaillardj 
fovcral  of  the  moft  obnoxious  of  the  latter 
B b 4 were 
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were  immediately  executed.  Y et  the  feverity  of 
the  king,  and  the  treachery  of  the  dauphin,  in- 
ftead  of  deterring  the  other  confpirators,  deter- 
mined them  inftantly  to  ered  the  ftandard  of  re- 
bellion. Philip  of  Navarre,  brother  to  Charles, 
and  Geoffrey  d’Harcourt,  armed  the  towns  and 
caftles  which  they  occupied  in  Normandy,  and 
folicited  in  their  diftrcls  the  fuccour  of  Eng- 
land. 

To  thefe  folicitations  the  afpirin^ 
A.D.IJ55.  Edward  never  fuffered  him 

to  be  indifferent.  On  the  expiration  of  the  truce, 
the  prince  of  Wales  had  failed  with  a fleet  into 
the  Garonne,  ravaged  the  adjacent  country,  de- 
livered to  the  flames  the  towns  and  villages  of 
Languedoc,  apd  retired  with  his  fpoil  into  the 
county  of  Guienne ; while  Edward  himfelf  from 
Calais  had  extended  his  deyaftations  as  far  as  St. 
Omer.  The  misfortpnes  of  his  father  Philip  were 
llill  frefh  in  the  mind  of  John  j and  on  this 
Qccafion  he  difplayed  a prudence  which  it  would 
have  been  happy  for  his  country  had  he  con- 
tinued to  exert:  He  reftrained  the  conftable  of 
Bourbon,  thoygb  at  the  head  of  a fuperior  army, 
from  hazarding  an  engagement  with  the  prince 
of  Wales  i while  he  himfelf,  with  the  flower  df 
his  forces,  purfued  the  retreating  footfteps  of  the 
)ting  of  Epgland  from  St.  Omer  to  Hefdin  j at 
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this  place  John  defied  his  rival  to  a pitched 
battle;  but  Edward,  fcarce  noticing  the  bravado, 
continued  his  march  to  Calais,’ and  embarked  for 
England. 

The  expences  of  the  war  had  exhaufted  the 
coffers  of  the  king  of  France;  and  in  an  aflembly 
of  the  ftates  at  Paris,  he  explained  the  diftrefled 
fituation  of  his  finances,  and  implored  their  aflift- 
ance  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  The  ftates- 
general  confented  to  mainuin,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  thirty  thoufand  men ; to  re- 
vive the  duty  on  fait,  which  had  been  abolifhed  on 
the  death  of  Philip ; and  added  a variety  of  other 
impofts,  to  fupply  the  exigencies  of  government ; 
but  with  the  fpirit  of  freemen,  and  a prudent 
jealoufy  of  the  crown,  they  appointed  a com- 
mittee of  their  own  members  to  taJee  care  that  the 
money  thus  levied  was  entirely  appropriated  to  the 
publick  fervice. 

The  fatisfaftion  which  John  might 

• r . r • r V A.D.ijjS. 

receive  from  thele  important  fupplies, 
and  from  the  concurrence  of  his  people,  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  intrigues  of  the  king  of  Na- 
varre, which  have  been  already  noticed,  and  by 
the  open  revolt  of  Geoffrey  d’Harcourt  in  Nor- 
mandy : His  nephew,  the  count  of  Harcourt,  had 
been  beheaded,  with  fcveral  others,,  when  the 
king  of  Navarre  was  betrayed  by  the  dauphin. 

Geoffrey 
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Geoffrey  himfelf  foon  after  fell  in  an  unfuccels- 
ftil  Ikirmifh  ; but  thefe  gleams  of  profperity  were 
ovcrcaft  by  the  intelligence  that  the  prince  of 
Wales  had  marched  from  Bourdeaux  with  an 
army  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  after  ravaging 
the  Agenois,  Quercy,  and  the  Limoufui,  had 
entered  the  province  of  Berry.  Philip  immedi- 
ately penetrating  into  tlie  defign  of  that  prince, 
to  join  the  mal-contents  in  Normandy,  where 
the  earl  of  Lancafter  acted  with  an  Englilh  army, 
caufed  the  bridges  of  the  Loire  to  be  broken 
down,  and  the  paffes  to  be  carefully  guarded. 
With  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  he  pre- 
pared to  furround  and  punifh  the  ralh  invaders ; 
at  Maupertius,  about  two  leagues  from  Poii5tier% 
be  deferied  his  enemy:  The  precipitate  courage 
of  Philip  and  his  nobility  would  not  fuffer  them 
to  avail  ihemfelves  of  their  numbers,  which  nfiight 
have  intercepted  the  provifions  of  the  Englilh,  and 
have  compelled  them  to  furrender  with,oi;\t  ftriking 
a blow.  Even  when  determined  Qt\  battle;^  they 
were  fatally  prevailed  on  to  delay  the  fignal  for 
attack  by  the  interpofition  of  the  cardinal  of  Pe- 
rigord ; the  pious  prelate  having  heard  of  tha 
approach  of  the  two  armies,  had  haftened  to  pre- 
'Vent,  by  his  mediation,  the  cffufion  of  Chrillian 
Mood : But  his  efforts  were  ineffcdlual ; Ed- 

frard  indeed  offered  to  purchafe  a retreat  by 
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ceding  all  the  eonquefts  which  he  had  made  du- 
ring this  and  the  former  campaign;  and  ftipu- 
lating  not  to  bear  arms  againft  France  during 
the  courfc  of  feven  years : But  John  infifted  that 
the  prince  of  W ales  himfelf,  with  an  hundred  of 
his  attendants,  Ihould  yield  themfclyes  his  pri- 
foners ; a prize  which  he  hoped  the  king  of  Eng- 
land would  confent  to  ranfom  by  the  reftitution  of 
Calais. 

The  language  of  negotiation  was  no  longer 
heard ; but  Frarice  had  reafon  to  lament  the  offi- 
cious intcrpofition  of  the  cardinal  of  Perigord ; 
and  Edward  had  diligently  employed  the  Ihort 
interval  to  fortify  his  poll.  The  firft  line  of  the 
French  was  commanded  • by  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
the  king’s  brother ; the  fccond,  by  the  dauphin, 
attended  by  his  two  younger  brothers ; and  the 
third,  by  the  king  himfelf,  who  was  accompanied 
by  Philip,  his  fourth  fon,  then  only  fourteen  years 
of  age.  The  French  were  feparated  from  the 
Englilh  by  a narrow  lane,  and  the  marefchals 
Andrclien  and  Clermont  were  ordered  to  open 
this  pafs  with  a feleft  detachment;  but  the'Eng- 
Jilh  had  lined  the  hedges  with  archers ; numbers 
of  the  French  fell  before  they  reached  the  plain  ; 
and  the  furvivors  were  charged  and  routed  by  the 
prince  of  Wales,  At  this  inftant,  the  Captal  de 
^uche,  who  had  been  ordered  by  Edward  by  a 
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circuitous  route,  to  attack  the  flank  of  the  French, 
unexpeftedly  fell,  with  fix  hundred  chofen  foldiers, 
on  the  line  commanded  by  the  dauphin.  The 
nobles  to  whom  the  care  of  that  prince  had  been 
entrufted,  hurried  him  from  the  field  of  battle ; 
his  troops  followed  their  example;  the  duke  of 
' Orleans,  attacked  at  once  in  front  and  rear,  joined 
the  flight ; and  two  lines  of  the  French  were  in  a 
fhort  time  thus  totally  routed  and  difperfed.  A 
third  ftill  remained,  commanded  by  the  King  him- 
ielf ; and  the  perfonal  valour  of  Johp  was  not 
wanting  to  retrieve  the  error  into  which  his  rafhnef? 
had  betrayed  him.  The  conflict  was  Jong,  fierce, 
and  bloody ; but  the  ardour  of  the  Englilh  was 
irrefiftible,  and  Edward  himfelf  on  that  day  ap- 
peared invincible.  Deferred  at  length  on  every 
fide,  fpent  with  fatigue,  and  overwhelmed  by 
numbers,  the  king  of  France  ftill  continued  tq 
defend  himfelf,  repeatedly  exclaiming,  “ Where  is 
“ my  coufin,  the  prince  of  Wales  ?”  Informed  that 
Edw'ard  was  at  a diftance,  he  threw  down  his  gaunt- 
let, and  yielded  himfelf  to  Dennis  de  Morbec,  a 
knight  of  Arras. 

John  was  received  by  the  viftor  with  every  mark 
of  generous  refpeft ; and  during  a repaft  which 
was  immediately  prepared,  the  prince  of  Wales 
ferved  at  the  royal  captive’s  table,  as  if  he  had 
Jjecn  one  of  his  retinue.  The  defeat  of  Poic- 

tieri 


Digitized  by  Gopglc 


History  of  franOe.  3^1 

tiers  induced  France  to  folicit  a truce ; and  Ed- 
vard, fenfible  that  his  forces  were  too  weak  to  im- 
prove his  advantage,  and  defirous  of  fafely  convey- 
ing his  royal  prifoner  to  England,  alicnted  to  the 
propofal.  The  reception  of  John  at  the  court  of 
London,  was  a repetition  of  the  fame  refpeftful 
conduft  that  he  had  already  experienced,  and  his 
calamity  was  alleviated  by  the  conftant  exertion  of 
courteous  humanity. 

But  the  defeat  of  Poiftiers  had  ^ p 
flidted  a wound  on  the  profperity  of  ’ 
France,  which  was  ftill  further  inflamed  by  the 
inteftinc  commotions  of  that  country.  In  the 
abfence  and  captivity  of  the  king,  the  dauphin 
had  aflTumed  the  reins  of  government;  but  his 
inexperienced  youth  expofed  his  authority  to  in- 
fult;  and  the  aflembly  of  the  ftates,  which  he 
iiimmoned,  embraced  the  opportunity,  amidft  the 
general  confufion,  to  limit  the  power  of  their 
prince,  to  impeach  the  former  mifeonduft  of  his 
minifters,  and  to  demand  the  liberty  of  the  king 
of  Navarre.  Marcel,  a fadtious  partizan  of  that 
monarch’s,  provoft  of  the  merchants,  and  firft 
magiflrate  of  Paris,  filled  by  his  intrigues  the 
city  with  confufion ; at  his  inftigation  a lawlels 
bravo  had  murdered  the  treafurer  of  the  crown ; 
at  the  command  of  the  dauphin,  the  marefchals 
Robert  de  Clermont  and  John  de  Conflans, 
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dragged  the  alTaflln  from  the  fanftuary  of  the  altar* 
and  immediately  executed  him  j but  the  bilhop 
of  Paris  exclaimed  againft  this  invafion  of  the 
privileges  of  the  churchy  and  Marcel  avenged 
the  fate  of  his  adherent ; the  two  marcfchals  were 
butchered  in  the  prefence  of  the  dauphin;  his 
clothes  were  even  ftained  with  their  blood ; and 
when  Charles  alked  with  fomc  emotion  if  he  was 
to  be  involved  in  the  fame  deftruftion,  the  in- 
folence  of  Marcel  affedled  to  provide  for  his  fe- 
curity  by  placing  on  his  head  a blue  hood,  the 
badge  of  the  partizans  of  Navarre : That  mo- 
narch had  efcaped  from  his  prifon  to  increafe  the 
public  diforders ; and  Charles  was  reduced  to 
cultivate  towards  him  an  appearance  of  regard, 
though  he  ftrongly  fufpefted  him  of  having  ad- 
miniftered  to  him  a dofe  of  poifon,  the  immediate 
effefts  of  which  he  furmounted  by  the  goodneis  of 
his  conftitution. 

The  chiefs  of  the  fedition  had  flattered  them- 
selves with  the  hope  of  changing  the  govern- 
ment, of  veiling  the  power  in  the  commons,  and 
leaving  the  king  an  empty  tide  * but  this  wild 
fchemc,  which  was  favourably  received  in  Paris, 
was  rqefted  by  the  other  great  cities ; the  dau- 
phin was  recognized  by  the  ftates-general  as  re- 
gent, and  the  inhabitants  of  Picardy  and  Cham- 
pagne armed  in  his  caufe. 

The 
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The  mifery  of  France  was  heightened  by  a 
new  and  unexpefted  evil : The  peafants,  formerly 
opprefled,  and  now  unprotefted  by  their  mat- 
ters, felt  the  pang  of  want  fharpened  by  the  de- 
rifion  of  the  nobles.  The  phrafe  of  Jatque  hoa. 
Homme  had  been  applied  to  them  by  the  con- 
tempt of  their  fuperiors,  and  they  now  rofe  in 
myriads  to  avenge  their  wrongs  and  infiilts ; the 
caftles  of  the  gentry  were  confumed  with  fire, 
or  levelled  to  the  ground ; their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters were  ravilhed  or  murdered ; and  the  favage 
fury  of  the  rude  barbarians  beheld  with  pleafure 
their  former  lords  expire  under  the  moll  ex- 
quillte  torments.  The  nobles  at  length  aflem- 
bled  for  their  mutual  defence:  The  duke  of 

Orleans  cut  off  ten  thoufand  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Paris;  the  king  of  Navarre  put  to  the 
fword  twelve  thoufand,  with  their  principal  leader, 
William  Caillet;  nine  thoufand  of  them  had 
invefted  in  Meaux  the  confort  of  the  dauphin, 
and  three  other  ladies  of  quality ; but  in  an  age 
of  chivalry,  the  defence  of  the  fair  was  the  chief 
glory  of  the  brave ; the  Captal  of  Buche,  though 
in  the  fervice  of  Edward,  flew  to  the  protedion 
of  thefc  trembling  dames : His  gallantry  was  fuc- 
celsful;  the  peafants  were  routed  with  cruel  (laugh- 
ter ; and  amidft  thefe  wild  ravages  of  war,  we  are 
, pleafed 
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pleafed  to  difcern  the  veftigcs  of  more  tender 
emotions. 

Marcel,  the  feditious  provoft,  had  perilhed  in 
a tumult  of  his  own  exciting ; and  the  authority 
of  the  dauphin  was  fupported  by  the  mod  pru- 
dent and  mod  virtuous  of  the  French.  By  de- 
claring that  he  would  never  acknowledge  the 
houfe  of  Valois,  the  king  of  Navarre  had  al- 
lured to  his  dandard  the  independent  bodies  of 
Norman  and  Englidi  troops,  which  on  the  truce 
had  been  left  to  feek  their  own  fubfiftence ; with 
thefe  he  blockaded  the  dauphin  in  Paris ; but 
when  the  hopes  of  Charles  were  almoft  extin- 
guilhed,  he  was  preferved  by  an  unexpefted  peace 
with  his  rival  on  equal  and  moderate  terms.  Al- 
though this  meafure  has  generally  been  aferibed 
to  the  natural  levity  of  the  king  of  Navarre,  yet 
the  policy  of  that  prince  foon  pointed  out  to  him 
the  improbability  of  his  obtaining  an  effeftual 
fupport  from  England ; his  own  pretenfions  to 
the  crown  cladied  witli  thofc  of  Edward  j and  he 
was  fenfible  in  any  odier  expeftations  he  ihould 
find  it  more  diflicult  to  negociate  with  the  haughty 
viftor,  than  with  his  own  kinfman,  humbled  by 
inceflant  misfortunes. 

^ ^ John,  to  regain  his  freedom,  had 

fubferibed  a peace  which  reftored  to 
Edward  all  the  provinces  tliat  had  been  poflefTed 
2 by 
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by  Henry  the  Second  and  his  two  fons,  and  an- 
nexed tlicm  to  England  without  the  obligation 
of  homage  or  fealty.  But  thefe  terms,  which 
would  liave  difmembered  for  ever  his  kingdom, 
were  rejecled  by  the  dauphin  and  the  States-gene- 
ral.  The  truce  which  had  been  concluded  for 
two  years  was  now  expired ; and  Edward  cad  an- 
chor before  Calais,  with  a fleet  of  eleven  hundred 
laiij  foon  augmented  his  army  to  one  hundred 
thoufand  men : and  again  alTumed  the  title  of 
king  of  France. 

The  dauphin,  unable  to  withftand  ^ ^ 
his  enemy  in  the  field,*  contented  him-  >359.  *3*0. 
felf  with  putting  the  mod  confiderable  towns  in 
a podure  of  defence,  chofe  his  dation  at  Paris, 
and  allowed  the  Englifh  to  extend  their  ravages 
over  the  open  country : They  had  already  pene- 
trated through  Picardy  into  Champagne  ; and  Ed- 
ward, defirous  of  being  crowned  at  Rheims, 
where  that  ceremony  is  ufualiy  performed,  laid 
fiege  to  the  city.  .But  the  walls  of  Rheims  were 
defended  by  the  valour  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  patriotic  exhortations  of  the  archbifliop,  John 
de  Craon  ; After  wading  his  drength  in  the  in- 
eftedual  enterprife  during  feven  weeks,  the 
king  was  obliged  to  retire.  From  Champagne, 
which  was  already  defolated,  he  directed  his 
march  into  Burgundy,  and  pillaged  Tonerre, 
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Gaillon,  and  Avalon ; but  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
redeemed  his  country  from  the  impending  ruin 
by  the  payment  of  one  hundred  tjioufand  marks  ; 
a fimilar  compofition  preferved  Nivernois ; and 
the  king  of  England,  after  wafting,  in  a long  and 
deftruftive  march,  that  country^  the  fovereignty 
of  which  he  claimed,  appeared  at  the  gates  of 
Paris : The  prudence  of  the  dauphin  had  pro- 
vided that  city  with  nrfagazincs  which  defied  the 
attacks  of  famine  ; it  was  equally  fecurc  by  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants  from  any  enterprife  in 
arms;  and  Charles,  while  he  applauded  his  own 
policy,  might  fafely  deride  the  vain  bravadoes  of 
Edward,  ^ho  repeatedly  defied  him  to  banle. 

A dreadful  tempeft,  to  which  the 
Edward  was  expoled  in  the 
fields  round  Chartres,  is  fuppofed  to  have  in- 
clined the  mind  of  that  monarch  towards  peace  : 
But  in  the  refolutions  of  the  king  of  England  we 
are  to  look  for  motives  more  charadteriftick  than 
thofe  of  fupcrftition.  All  his  vidlories  had  not  . 
procured  a fingle  partizan  to  his  claim  of  fuc- 
ceftion  ; ^the  king  of  Navarre  was  his  moft  dan- 
gerous rival ; and  the  caution  of  the  dauphin  pre- 
cluded him  from  the  hopes  of  the  fame  advan- 
tages as  he  had  obtained  in  the  fields  of  Crecy 
and  Poidtiers.  Under  thefe  circumftanccs,  con- 
ferences were  opened  between  the  French  and 
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l"'nglifti  commiffioners  at  Bretigny  in  the  Char- 
traine,  and  the  peace  was  at  lad  concluded  on  the 
following  conditions;  That  king  John,  as  his 
ranfom,  lliould  pay  at  different  periods  three 
millions  of  crowns  of  gold : that  Falward  ffiould 
renounce  all  claim  to  the  crown  of  France,  and 
the  provinces  of  Normandy,  Maine,  Touraine, 
and  Anjou;  and  Ihould  receive  in  exchange  the 
provinces  of  PoiSou,  Saintonge,  I’Agenois,  Pe- 
rigort,  the  Limoufin,  Quercy,  Riovergue,  I’An- 
goumois;  with  Calais,  Guifnes,  Montreuil,  and 
the  county  of  Ponthieu,  on  the  other  fide  of 
France.  That  thefc  provinces,  as  well  as  that  of 
Guienne,  fhould  be  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land free  from  fealty  or  homage;  that  the  king 
of  Navarre  Ihould  be  reftored  to  his  honours  and 
icftatcs ; that  Edward  and  John  flioiild  mutually 
renounce  their  confederacy  with  the  Fleming?  and 
Scots ; that  the  houfes  of  Blois  and  Mountfort 
' fhould  fubmit  their  pretenfions  to  the  arbitration 
of  the  two  kings ; and  that  forty  hoftages  fhould 
be  fent  to  England  as  a pledge  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  thefe  conditions;  among  thefe  were 
twofons  of  the  French  king,  John  and  Lewis; 
his  brother,  Philip,  duke  of  Orleans,  and  many  of 
the  principal  nobility  of  France. 

The  conclufion  of  the  peace  enabled  ^ P 
John,  after  a captivity  of  four  years,  >3<5oi  ‘3«3. 
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to  revifit  his  capital ; but  the  acclamations  of  his 
fubjefts  muft  have  only  awakened  a more  poig- 
nant anguifli  at  the  calamities  vyhich  he  beheld 
them  endure  through  his  imprudepce : Large  bands 
of  military  adventurers,  who  had  followed  the 
ftsndard  of  Edward,  refufed  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  pcrfevered  in  a life  of  military  rapine ; 
they  affociatcd  themfelves  under  the  name  of 
Companions,  and  defeated  the  conftable,  James 
of  Bourbon,  a prince  of  the  blood,  who  commanded 
an  army  of  twelve  thoufand  men.  The  rage  of 
men  was  attended  by  that  of  heaven  ; and  in  Pa- 
ris alone  thirty  thoufand  perfons  were  in  one  year 
the  vifbims  of  a peftilcntial  diforder.  Amidft  the 
miferies  of  his  people,  the  mind  of  the  king  was  op^ 

' prelTed  by  the  immenfe  ranfom  which  he  had  agreed 
to  pay  for  his  freedom ; on  Galeas,  the  fon  of 
John  Vifeonti,  duke  of  Milan,  he  bellowed  the 
hand  of  his  daughters  and  received  from  his 
new  fon-in-law  the  fum  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 
.crowns.  The  Jews,  who  had  been  banilhed 
France,  were,  by  fimilar  argume.its,  permitted  to 
return  for  the  term  of  twenty  years  ; but  the  fub- 
je<^s  of  John  beheld  with  equal  difguft  the  fordid 
barter  of  a princefs  whom  they  refpefted,  and  the 
reftoration  of  a people  whom  they  defpifed.  Some 
fatisfadlion  might  arife  to  John  on  the  important 
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acquifuion  of  Burgundy,  which,  on  the  death  of 
Philip  the  late  duke,  he  claimed  and  wrefted  from 
the  feeble  attempts  of  the  king  of  Navarre  j but 
he  again  imprudently  difmembered  it  from  the 
crown,  by  his  partiality  to  his  fourth  and  fa- 
vourite fon,  Philip,  whom  he  created  duke  of 
Burgundy,  and  firll  peer  of  France;  and  who, 
by  his  marriage  with  the  widow  of  his  predecef- 
for,  afterwards  attained  the  counties  of  Flanders 
and  Artois,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  future 
greatnefs  of  his  houfe. 

To  relieve  the  anxiety  of  his  mind,  and  confer 
with  pope  Innocent  the  Sixth,  whofe  Ready  friend- 
Ihip  he  had  experienced,  John  undertook  a jour- 
ney to  Avignon.  But  this  interview  with  the  Ro- 
man pontiff  ferved  only  more  ftrongly  to  difplay 
the  fatal  impetuofity  which  marks  his  charader. 
While  the  wounds  of  his  country  were  ftill  frefli, 
while  his  people  had  yet  fcarce  tailed  the  com- 
forts of  peace,  he  already  contemplated  new  and 
dillant  wars ; the  barren  laurels  of  Paleftine  were 
the  objedts  of  his  reftlefs  ambition ; and  at  the 
perfuafion  of  irinocent,  he  affumed  the  crofs, 
notwithllanding  the  remonftrances  and  intreaties 
of  his  nobility. 

But  the  return  of  John  to  France 
was  attended  by  new  difappointments  ' 
and  mortifications;  his  fubjcdls,  and  even  the 
C c 3 dauphin. 
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dauphin,  loudly  accufed  the  ignominious  terms 
which  he  had  fubferibed.  His  fon,  Lewis,  count 
of  Anjou,  impatient  of  confinement,  had  efcaped 
from  Edward,  whofe  hoftage  he  was,  and  refufed 
to  return  at  the  command  of  his  father:  The 
■ king  himfelf  was;  induced,  by  the  numerous  en>- 
barralTmehts  which  on  every  fide  prefented  them- 
fclvcs,  to  declare  .his  intention  of  delivering  him- 
Iclf  again  into  the  jwwcr  of  Edward.  The  dif- 
I'uafions  of  his  council,  who  advifed  him  to  elude 
, a treaty  which  he  could  not  cortfiftent  with  policy 
fulii),  we're  meffeftual ; and  his  anfwer  ought  to 
be  imprclTeil  on  the  mind  of  every  fovereign, 
“ That  though  good  faith  was  banifhed  from  the 
reft  of  the  earth,  the  ought  ftill  to  retain  her  ha- 
bitation in  the  breaft  of  princes  !”  He  therefore 
crofl'cd  the  feas  ; according  to  the  fuperftition  of 
the  times,  offered  a valuable  jewel  at  the  Ihrine 
of  Thomas  a Becket ; and  was  received  at  Lon- 
don with  every  mark  of  honourable  refpeft.  But 
it  does  not  appear  that  his  prefcncc  was  in  any 
thape  conducive  to  his  intcreft ; Edward  received 
with  cold  difapprobation  his  propofai  to  join  his 
intended  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land;  and  John 
himfelf  was  foon  recalled  from  his  vifionary  hopes 
of  eaftern  viftorics,  by  the  flow  but  certain  pro- 
grcls  of  difeafe.  A reign  of  inceffant  calamity, 
which  had  been  impatiently  endured  by  his  fub- 
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jcfts  for  near  fourteen  years,  was  at  length  terminated 
in  his  lodgings  in  the  Savoy,  and  in  the  capital 
of  his  enemy : He  breathed  his  laft  in  the  fifty- 
fixth  year  of  his  age ; his  funeral  was  celebrated 
with  fplendid  folemnity  by  the  Englilh,  and  ho- 
noured by  the  attendance  of  his  rival,  Edward; 
and  his  corpfe  was  afterwards  conveyed  to  France, 
and  interred  with  thofe  of  his  predeceflbrs  in  the 
abbey  of  St.  Denis. 
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Chapter  the  Fourteenth. 

I 

ACCESSION  OF  THE  DAUPHIN,  CHARLES  THE  FIFTH, 
TOTHE  THRONE  OF  FRANCE.— THE  COUNT  OF 
MOUNTFORT  ACQUIRES  THE  DUCHY  OF  BRITTANY. 

EXPEDITION  OF  DU  OUESCLIN. PETER  THE 

CRUEL,  KING  OF  CASTILE,  DETHRONED  BY  THE 
ARMS  OF  DU  GUESCLIN,  RESTORED  BY  THE 
PRINCE  or  WALES.  AGAIN  DEFEATED  AND  PUT 
TO  DEATH  BY  HENRY  OF  TR ANSTAMARE.— 

WAR  BETWEEN  THE  FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH. 

DEATH  AND  CHARACTER  OF  CHARLES  TilL 
FIFTH. 


Charles  the  Fifth,  who  has  already  been 
frequently  mentioned  as  dauphin  and 
A. 0.1364.  fucceeded  to  the  thione  of 

France ; and  by  his  prudence  acquired  and  re- 
tained the  honourable  diftinftion  of  N'i>c.  The 
king  of  Navarre,  with  his  ufual  turbulence,  had 
refumed  his  former  entcrprries  againft  that  prince, 
and  was  now  in  arms  in  Normandy  : The  command 
of  his  forces  was  enmiltcd  to  the  valour  and  capa- 
city 
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city  of  the  Captal  of  Buche,  to  whom  Charles 
oppofcd  Bertrand  du  Guefclin,  a gentleman  of 
Brittany,  and  one  of  the  moft  accompliflied  cha- 
rtders  of  the  age.  In  the  battle  of  Chochercl, 
the  Captal  was  defeated,  and  taken  prifoner  by  the 
fuperior  genius  of  his  ancagoniftj  and  du  Guef- 
clin  himfclf  foon  experienced  the  fame  fate  in 
Brittany,  where  the  war  was  renewed  between  the 
families  of  Mountfort  and  BloiS:  In  an  aftion  at 
Auray,  Charles  of  Blois  was  killed,  at  the  lame 
time  that  du  Guefclin  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vic- 
tors ; but  the  prudence  and  moderation  of  Charles 
prevented  this  event  from  being  attended  with 
any  fatal  confequences ; he  admitted  the  claim 
of  Mountfort,  though  a zealous  partizan  of  Eng- 
land, to  the  duchy,  and  received  the  proffered 
homage  for  his  dominions;  and  while  he  thus 
reconciled  an  ancient  enemy,  he  rewarded  du 
Guefclin,  who,  in  confequence  of  the  treaty  had 
regained  his  freedom,  with  the  rank  of  marflial  of 
Normandy. 

By  a fimilar  liberality,  the  king  had  allured  to 
his  fervice  Oliver  de  Cliffon,  and  other  Bretons 
of  military  reputation ; his  difeernment  had  long 
difeovered,  and  his  magnanimity  induced  him  to 
efteem  the  talents  of  the  Captal  of  Buche,  who 
Ihone  as  a general  and  a ftatefman ; he  relealed 
him  without  ranfom,  and  prefented  him  with  the 
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county  of  Nemours^  ’ But  the  Captal,  perceiving 
his  new  engagements  difagrccabk  to  the  prince 
of  Wales,  determined  to  adhere  to  his  former 
mafter,  and  reftored  to  Charles  his  royal  prefent. 
The  generofity  of  Charles  was  imitated  by  his 
uncle,  Philip,  duke  of  Orleans ; the  diftrefs  of 
the  king  compelled  hirti  to  think  of  refuming  the 
grants  of  his  predeceflbr ; of  thefe  the  duke  of 
Orleans  pofleffed  the  moft  confiderable ; but  Phi- 
lip declared,  although  he  confidercd  his  title  as 
good,  yet,  convinced  of  the  re6titude  of  the 
king’s  intentions,  he  refigned  them  into  his  hands, 
and  would  be  content  with  whatever  he  fliould 
think  proper  to  afTign  him.  The  king  accejrted 
indeed  the  refignation,  but  unwilling  to  be  van- 
quilhed  in  this  generous  conteft,  he  alone  accept- 
ed it,  to  confirm  the  grants  more  ftrongly. 

But  even  the  prudence  of  Charles 
was  only  in  the  courfe  of  revolving 
years,  able  to  remedy  the  calamities  in  which  the 
ralhnels  of  John  had  involved  his  country:  The 
military  adventurers  deferibed  by  the  appellatron 
of  Companions,  dill  ravaged  France;  they  re- 
garded with  contempt  the  ccnfurcs  of  the  church ; 
and  they  even  rejedted  die  authority  of  the  king 
of  England,  who  enraged  at  their  infolence,  offered 
to  crofs  the  feas  to  chaffife  them.  Byt  Charles 
was  not  defirous  of  the  prefence  of  fo  formidable 
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a rival ; and  he  was  content  with  coolly  declining 
the  propofal,  ’and  adding,  that  he  himfclf  had 
conceived  a projeft  which  would  deliver  him  from 
thefe  dangerous  inmates. 

The  ftorm  which  the  king  of  France  was  not 
capable  of  refilling  by  force,  he  diverted  by  his 
policy,  to  fpend  its  fury  in  a different  quarter.  Pe- 
ter, king  of  Callile,  was  jiifily  lligmatized  by  the 
epithet  of  Cruel-,  his  fubjeifts,  his  nobles,  and 
at  lafl  his  wife,  were  the  viilims  of  his  ferocious 
difpofition.  The  latter,  Blanch  de  Bourbon,  was 
filler  to  the  queen  of  France ; and  he  hefitated 
not,  after  throwing  her  into  prifon,  to  put  an  end 
to  her  life  by  pcifon,  that  he  might  ef[>oufe  his 
millrcfs,  Mary  de  Padilla. 

Henry,  count  of  Tranllamarc,  his  a.d. 
nuural  brother,  refolved  to  feek  that  'jsr* 
feciirity  in  arms  which  he  was  hopelefs  of  from 
fubmiffion : He  fought  refuge  in  France  j and 
with  the  permifficn  of  Charles,  and  by  the  advice 
of  duGucfclin,  determined  to  employ  the  daring 
bands  of  Companions  in  the  dellru(T*.n  of  the 
tyrant.  The  abilities  of  du  Guefelin  were  the 
means  of  fecuring  thefe  adventurers ; he  remon- 
ftrated  to  the  leaders  (by  many  of  whom  he  was 
already  beloved  as  the  former  alTociate  of  their 
military  toils)  on  the  ignominy  of  their  life,  and 
tlic  dilhonourable  fubfillencc  which  they  drew 

from 
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from  plunder  and  rapine.  T o the  plea  of  necef- 
fity  he  oppofcd  an  honourable  expedition,  which 
promifed  equal  advantages  with  their  prefent  de- 
friltory  incurfions.  The  chiefs  of  the  Companions 
confented  to  inlift  under  his  ftandard,  fo  high  was 
their  confidence  in  his  honour,  though  ignorant  of 
the  enterprife  he  meditated,  with  the  fingle  ftipu- 
lation,  that  they  ftiould  not  be  led  againft  the 
prince  of  Wales.  The  filent  acquiefcence  at 
Icaft,  if  not  the  open  concurrence,  of  Edward 
was  obtained  j and  Charles  contributed  what  little 
he  could  fpare  from  his  flende.r  coffers,  to  com- 
plete and  haften  the  preparations. 

Du  Guefelin  joined  the  martial  band  at  Cha- 
lons, on  the  Soane ; and  firft  condufled  them 
to  Avignon,  the  lefidence  of  the  Roman  pontiff. 

, From  Innocent  the  Sixth  he  demanded  an  abfo- 
lution  for  his  foldiers,  and  the  fum  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  livres.  Tiie  firft  was  inftantly  granted ; 
but  the  fecond  requeft  was  received  with  hefi- 
tation.  When  complied  with,  the  pious  fuc- 
ceflbr  of  St.  Peter  extorted  the  money  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Avignon : But  the  generous  du 
Guefelin  refiifed  to  trample  on  the  oppreffed ; 
*'  It  is  not  my  purpofe,”  cried  the  humane  war- 
rior, “ to  injure  thofe  innocent  people ; the  pope 
“ and  his  cardinals  themfelvcs  can  well  fpare  me 
" that  fum  from  their  own  coffers.  This  money, 
2 “I  in- 
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“ I infift,  miift  be  leftored  to  the  owners  j and 
fhould  they  be  defrauded  of  it,  I lhall  myfelf 
“ return  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Pyrenees,  and 
**  oblige  you  to  make  them  reftitution.”  The 
pope  ftibmitted  to  the  peremptory  language  of 
du  Guefelin,  and  the  fuccefsofhis  firft  negocia- 
tion  was  rivalled  by  that  of  his  arms. 

The  inhabitants  of  Caftile  joined  the  ftandard 
of  Henry  of  Tranftamare  ; and  the  tyrant,  juftly 
odious  and  generally  deferred,  fled  from  the  in- 
dignation of  his  fubjedls,  and  fought  refuge  in 
Guienne,  The  fentiments  of  the  prince  of  Wales 
were  however  already  changed  j he  regarded  the 
fallen  monarch  with  compalTion,  and  dreaded  the 
powerful  confederate  that  France  might  acquire  in 
the  new  king  of  Caftile.  He  determined  to  reftore 
Peter,  and  after  levying,  with  incredible  diligence, 
a numerous  army,  he  recalled  the  Companions  from 
jhe  fupport  of  Henry.  Moft  of  thefe  obeyed  a 
voice  which  they  were  accuftomed  to  reverence  j 
yet  Henry,  beloved  by  his  new  fubjefts,  and  rein- 
forced by  the  king  of  Arragon,  beheld  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  one  hundred  thoufand  men.  Du  Guef- 
elin, and  the  moft  experienced  of  the  generals, 
endeavoured  to  difluade  him  from  hazarding  an 
adtion  with  Edward,  whofe  former  fuccefs  had 
infpired  hi?  troops  with  confidence,  and  his  enemies 
>vith  terror.  But  Henry  trufted  to  his  numbers, 

which 
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whicli  trebled  ihofe  of  his  advei  fary  ; and  'he  ven- 
tured to  encounter  the  Englilb  prince  at  Najara. 
The  hoft  of  Henry  was  routed,  with  the  lofs  of 
twenty  thoufand  men ; du  Guefelin  himfdf  was 
taken  prifoner ; while  only  four  knights  and  forty 
privates  perifhed  on  the  part  of  Edward. 

Caftile  immediately  fubmitted  to  the  victor, 
and  Peter  was  once  more  fcated  on  the  throne. 
But  the  fatisfadion  which  the  prince  of  Wales 
experienced  in  the  fuccefs  of  this  perilous  enter- 
prife  was  foon  alloyed  by  the  ingratitude  of  the 
tyrant,  who  refufed  the  pay  which  he  had  ftipu- 
lated  to  the  E,nglifli  forces;  and  Edward  returned 
to  Guienne  with  his  army  diminilhed,  and  his 
own  conllitution  fatally  impaired  by  the  noxious 
climate. 

But  Charles  was  not  deterred  by  the  late  reverfe 
of  fortune  which  his  ally  had  experienced,  from 
hoping  a more  aufpicious  event.  The  ferocious 
temper  of  Peter  had  been  heightened  by  his  for- 
mer exile  and  his  prefent  profperity ; he  confi- 
dered  and  he  treated  his  fubjefts  as  vanquiflied 
rebels.  That  Henry  of  Tranftamare  might  avail 
himfelf  of  the  general  difeontent,  the  king  of 
France  fiirnifhed  him  with  whatever  fums  he  could 
polTibly  fpare,  and  at  the  f.ime  time  he  paid  the 
ranfom  of  dii  Guefelin.  Some  forces  were  pri- 
vately levied  in  France;  and  the  moi.'.ent  they  en- 
tered 
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tcred  the  territories  of  Caftile,  they  were  fwelled 
to  a hoft  by  the  indignation  of  the  natives.  Henry 
found  himfelf  again  on  the  throne  which  he  had 
fo  lately  quitted  ; his  juftice,  or  his  policy,  extin- 
guifhcd  with  life  the  unceafing  animdfuy  of  Peter; 
whole  claims  ftill  furvived  in  his  eldcll  daughter, 
the  fecond  wife  of  the  duke  of  Lancaller,  the 
younger  brother  of  the  prince  of  Wales. 

But  a more  profitable  harveft  foon 
prefented  itfclf  to  the  vigilance  and  ’ ' 
induHry  of  Charles.  Edward,  in  his  late  expe- 
dition had  involved  himfelf  in  debts,  which  com- 
pelled him  to  impofe  a new  tax  on  his  princi- 
pality. A fickle  people  complained  that  their 
privileges  were  violated ; their  national  hatred 
to  the  Englifh,  which  had  been  aOuaged  by 
the  amiable  qualities  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  was 
revived ; and  their  hopes  and  inclinations  were 
direfted  to  Charles,  whofe  regulations  and  mode- 
ration had  reftored  the  credit  of  his  kingdom,  and 
attached  to  him  the  confidence  of  the  neighbour- 
ing princes.  The  king  of  France,  by  the  treaty 
of  Brctigny,  had  renounced  all  claim  of  fealty 
over  thofe  provinces  which  were  appropriated  to 
the  crown  of  England  : But  treaties  itldom  bind 
princes  longer  than  is  confident  with  their  intereft. 
Charles  affcdled  to  liden  to  the  complaints  of 
the  deputies  of  Guienne,  and  at  length  fum- 
6 moned 
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moncd  Edvrard  to  appear  at  his  court  at  Paris, 
and  juftify  his  proceedings  againft  his  vaffals.  The 
anl'wer  of  Edward  was  fuggefted  by  the  memory 
of  his  former  viftorics : “ I will  come  indeed  tQ 
Paris,”  replied  the  prince  j “ but  it  Ihajl  be  at 
the  head  of  fixty  thouflnd  men.’' 

A.  n.  The  preparations  of  the  king  of 
*369.  i37».  France  had  been  filently  but  diligently 
completed ; and  while  his  adverfary  yet  doubted 
whether  he  would  prefume  to  venture  on  open 
hoftilities,  he  had  already  entered  into  the  coun- 
ty of  Ponthieu.  The  cities  of  Abbeville,  St. 
Valori,  Rue,  and  Crotoy,  readily  received  him ; 
and  the  whole  country,  in  a fhort  time,  acknow- 
ledged his  authority.  The  fouthern  provinces 
were  invaded  by  the  dukes  of  Berri  and  Anjou, 
the  brothers  of  Charles,  guided  by  the  experience 
of  du  Guefelin,  who  was  recalled  from  Spain, 
and  had  received  the  fword  of  Conftable.  The 
progrefs  of  the  French  became  every  day  more 
confiderable ; lord  Chandos,  an  Englilh  gene- 
ral of  the  higheft  military  reputation,  fell  in  a 
fkirmifli  5 he  was  fucceeded  in  command  by  the 
Captal  of  Buche,  who  was  foon  after  taken  pri- 
foncr  in  an  unfuccefsful  aftion.  . Sir  Robert 
Knolles  had  indeed  ravaged  Champagne,  and  ad- 
vanced with  a body  of  Englilh  forces  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  Paris  3 but  his  progrefs  was 
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checked  by  the  prefence  and  fkill  of  Du  Guefclin ; 
while  the  king  of  Navarre,  fenfible  of  the  pru- 
dence of  Charles,  reconciled  himfelf,  and  con- 
cluded a treaty  with  his  royaf  kinfman } and 
Henry  of  Caftile  repaid  the  friendfhip  which  had 
placed  him  on  the  throne,  by  the  aid  of  a fleet,, 
which  defeated  that  of  England,  and  intercepted 
the  deftined  fuccours,  in  fight  of  the  port  of 
Rochelle. 

The  prince  of  Wales,  debilitated  by  the  rapid  ad- 
vances of  difeafe,  and  unable  to  mount  on  horfe- 
back,  made  only  fome  inefFeftual  attempts  to  ftetn 
the  torrent.  After  recovering  Limoges,  and  chaf- 
tifing  the  levity  or  treachery  of  the  inhabitants  by 
the  daughter  of  great  part  of  them,  he  returned 
feeble  and  deprefled  to  England,  and  committed 
the  war  to  the  conduft  of  his  generals.  Poiftiers, 
St.  John  de  Angeli,  Taillebourg,  and  Angou- 
leme,  the  efFefts  of  the  viftory  of  Crecy,  opened 
their  gates  to  the  conftable  of  France ; and  Ro- 
chelle was  reftored  to  Charles  by  a ftratagem  of 
the  mayor,  who  availed  himfelf  of  the  ignorance 
of  the  captain  who  commanded  the  Englifh  gar- 
rifon.  The  king  Of  England  had  himfelf  em- 
barked with  a gallant  army  to  fuccour  the  rem- 
nant of  his  forces  in  France,  inverted  in  Thouars, 
and  which  had  engaged  to  furrendcr,  unlefs  re-. 
lieved  within  a certain  time ; but  the  elements 
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themfelves  warred  in  favour  of  Charles,  and  Ed- 
ward was  detained  by  contrary  winds  till  the  term 
which  had  been  fixed  hadelapfed.  With  difficulty, 
in  a tempeftuous  f«a,  he  re-gained  the  Englilh 
coaft,  and  abandoned  the  brave  companions  of  his 
former  toils  to  their  fate. 

The  duke  of  Brittany  had,  in  a fecond 
marriage,  efpoufed  the  daughter  of  the 
king  of  England,  and  amjdfl:  this  ftortn  of  adver- 
fity  maintained  inviolate  his  connexions  with  that 
crown.  Ele  was  now  fummoned  by  the  king  of 
France  to  attend  him  as  his  vaflal.  With  du  Guef- 
clin  and  Oliver  Clifibn,  Charles  had  already  allured 
to  his  fervice  the  Bretons  whofe  abilities  he  had  moll 
reafon  to  dread  ; and  the  duke,  on  this  emergency, 
beheld  himfelf  deftitute  of  generals  or  minifters 
in  whom  he  could  confide.  On  one  fide,-  the 
conftablej  on  the  other,  Oliver  Cliffon,  invaded 
the  country ; and  Montfort,  after  dillributing 
the  Englifh  forces  in  the  moft  important  towns, 
retired  to  the  court  of  Edward.  The  pride  of  the 
Englifh  monarch  was  wounded' by  the  exile  of 
his  fon-in-law ; he  enabled  the  duke  to  crofs  the 
leas  with  an  army  of  twenty-five  thoufand  men* 
commanded-  by  his  fon,  the  duke  of  Lancafter. 
That  prince,  impatient  to  rival  the  fame  of  his 
elder  brother,  traverfed  the  length  of  France, 
from  Calais  to  Bourdeaux.  But  Charles  was  nor 
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to  be  provoked  from  the  prudent  fyftcm  which  he 
had  embraced,  by  the  infults  of  an  enemy,  or  the 
deftru£Hon  of  the  country ; and  the  duke  of  Lan- 
caftcr,  continually  haralTed  by  flying  parties,  and 
the  enmity  of  the  inhabitants,  without  being  able 
to  compel  the  French  to  a decifive  aftion,  or 
obtain  any  folid  advantage,  found  his  forces  di- 
minifhed  above  one  half  before  he  reached  the 
gates  of  Bourdeaux. 

The  Roman  pontiff,  Innocent  'the  p 
Sixth,  ftill  offered  his  mediation  to  re-  M7+.  isrs* 
concile  the  contending  monarchs;  but  although 
tliey  rejedled  the  propofals  of  peace,  their  mu- 
tual diftrefs  induced  them  to  confent  to  a truce 
for  two  years.  Both  their  kingdoms  were  de- 
folated  by  the  impartial  ravages  of  peftilencej 
and  the  pride  of  Edward,  which  had  been  in- 
flamed by  profperity,  was  now  humbled  by  the 
lofs  of  almoft  all  his  ancient  pofTefllons  in  France, 
except  Bourdeaux  and  Bayonne ; and  all  his  con- 
quefts,  except  Calais.  Yet,  even  amidfl  their 
common  embarraflfnents,  they  were  equally  in- 
duftrious  to  keep  alive  the  fparks  of  difeord, 
by  filently  paffing  over  Brittany.  But  the  po- 
licy of  Charles,  in  this  inftance,  failed  him ; the 
duke  of  Brittany,  ftill  alTifted  by  the  Englifti, 
overwhelmed  his  opponents,  commanded  by 
Oliver  Clifton  j and  they  were  only  preferved  from 
k D d 2 'the 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


4^^ 

the  vengeance  of  their  prince  by  a fecond  truce, 
for  a year,  concluded  at  Bruges,  in  which  Brittany 
was  included. 

. „ Thefe  intervals  from  war  had  been 
*575.  >377*  afliduoufly  employed  by  the  king  of 
France  to  reftore  order  and  tranquillity  to  the 
provinces  from  which  they  had  been  fo  long 
banifhed ; at  the  fame  time,  by  an  edtft,  which 
he  caufed  to  be  regiftered  in  parliament,  he  fixed 
the  majority  of  the  kings  of  France  at  their  en- 
trance into  their  fourteenth  yeaj-,  contrary  to  the 
reflation  of  Philip  the  Hardy,  which  continued 
their  minority  till  they  had  attained  fourteen  com- 
plete. About  this  time  the  prince  of  Wales,  fo 
long  the  fcourge  of  the  race  of  Valois,  expired  of 
a lingering  diforder.  Within  the  fpace  of  a year, 
his  father  Edward,  having  furvived  the  expiration 
of  the  truce  little  more  than  a month,  breathed 
his  laft.  The  minority  of  his  grandfon,  only 
eleven  years  old,  left  Charles  and  Du  Gucfclin  to 
purfue  an  almoft  undifputed  conqueft;  and  the 
fcattered  remnant  in  France  which  yet  had  re- 
tained its  allegiance  to  England,  was  entirely 
overwhelmed,  except  Bayonne,  Bourdeaux,  and 
Calais  with  its  dependencies. 

^ P The  king  of  Francq  had  the  ho- 
*37*.  »3*o.  nour  this  year  to  receive  in  his  capital 

the  emperor,  Charles  the  Fourth,  and  his  Ion 
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Wcnccnaus,  king  of  the  Romans,  But  amidft 
fcenes  of  luxury  and  magnificence,  the  prudence 
and  vigilance  of  the  French  monarch  were  not 
lulled  aflcep,  and  he  commenced  his  famqus  pro- 
cefs  againft  the  king  of  Navarre,  for  an  attempt 
to  poifon  him.  Several  of  his  alTociates  fuffered 
in  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry;  and  the  king  of 
Navarre  himfelf  was  deprived  of  his  pofiTcflions 
in  Normandy,  and  his  lordlhip  of  Montpelier, 
which  he  had  obtained  in  return  for  his  claims  on 
the  counties  of  Champagne  and  Brie,  and  the 
duchy  of  Burgundy.  Encouraged  by  this  fuc- 
cefs,  Charles  now  turned  his  attention  to  the  duchy 
of  Brittany,  which  he  was  defirous  again  to  annex 
to  the  crown.  The  duke  was  attainted  of  felony 
by  the  parliament  of  Paris ; his  duchy  was  de- 
clared to  be  forfeited;  while  the  pretenfions  of 
the  widow  of  Charles  of  Blois,  and  his  children, 
were  rejected  with  contempt.  But  the  expefta- 
tions  of  the  king  of  France  were  on  this  occafion 
blafted  by  the  jealoufy  of  his  own  nobility,  and 
by  the  general  indignation  of  the  Bretons.  Thefe 
tfrowded  to  the  ftandard  of  their  prince ; and  even 
the  conftable,  Du  Guefelin,  refufed  to  bear  arms 
againft  his  naitive  country.  Thefe  obftacles  in- 
duced Charles  to  liften  to  the  language  of  ac- 
commodation ; the  Englifli  had  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  divifion  to  recover  fome  places  in 
D d 3 Guienne : 
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Guienne : Againft  thefe  the  aged  conftable  buckled 
on  his  armour  with  the  alacrity  of  youth  j the 
revolted  towns  were  reduced  to  capitulate ; and 
tlic  caftle  of  Chateauneuf  de  Randan  had  fixed 
a day  to  furrender,  unlefs  relieved.  On  the 
morning  of  that  day  the  conftable  expired,  full 
of  years  and  glory ; but  the  Englifh  governor 
faithfully  executed  the  agreement,  and  laid  the 
keys  of  the  caftle  at  the  feet  of  the  corpfe  of  the 
viftor. 

^ ^ ^ Charles  himfelf  furvived  not  long 

his  general  j after  having  cftabliftied 
the  precarious  throne  of  the  houfe  of  Valois,  he 
yielded,  in  the  prime  of  his  age,  to  the  premature 
attack  of  death.  All  hiftorians  agree  in  aferibing 
his  early  death  to  the  effefts  of  the  poifon  which 
had  been  adminiftered  to  him  when  dauphin,  by 
the  king  of  Navarre;  who  himfelf,  about  fix  years 
afterwards,  perilhed  by  a death  equally  fingular 
and  deplorable : Some  bandages  of  linen  ftceped 
in  fulphur  and  brandy,  in  which  he  had  been 
wrapped  for  the  cure  of  the  leprofy,  catching  fire 
from  the  careleflhcfs  of  a page. 

The  immediate  confequences  of  the  noxious 
draught  had  been  delayed  by  a phyfician  fent  to  the 
king  of  France  by  the  emperor,  Charles  the  Fourth, 
who  diminiftied  the  mortal  tendency  of  the  venom 
by  opening  an  ifliie  in  his  arm ; but  he  at  the  fame 
I time 
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time  declared,  that  whenever  the  iffue  was  clofed, 
the  fate  of  Charles  was  inftantly  determined.  His 
prediction  was  verified ; and  the  king,  fenfiblc  of 
his  approaching  end,  met  it  with  decent  fortitude. 
His  laft  counfels  to  the  dukes  of  Berri,  Burgundy, 
and  Bourbon,  were  to  bellow  the  conftable’s  fword 
on  Oliver  ClilTon  } to  ftrengthen  the  alliance  with 
Germany  by  marrying  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  to  a 
princefsof  that  country;  and  to  deliver  the  people 
as  foon  as  poflible  from  the  burthen  of  taxes  which 
neceflity  had  compelled  him  to  impofe. 

At  the  age  of  forty-four,  Charles  the  Fifth  was 
fnatched  from  the  fervice  of  his  country,  when  his 
experience  and  abilities  might  have  proved  mofl: 
beneficial  to  it.  Death  had  previoufly  deprived 
him  of  his  queen,  Jane,  daughter  to  Peter,  duke 
of  Bourbon,  an  accompliflied  and  virtuous  prin- 
cefs,  in  whom  he  intended  to  have  veiled  the  re- 
gency. Du  Guefelin  alfo,  from  whofe  valour  the 
Hate  had  derived  fuch  advantages,  was  no  more. 
The  laft  moments  of  the  dying  monarch  were 
clouded  by  the  gloomy  profpeCl  which  prefented 
itfelf ; but  although  his  fagacity  might  forefee,  his 
ability  could  not  avert,  the  evils  which  threatened 
the  kingdom ; and  his  fucceflbr  was  left  without 
experience,  and  almoft  without  a pilot,  to  fteer  the 
veftel  of  the  Hate  through  a dangerous  and,  tem- 
|)eftuou5  fca, 
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Chapter  the  Fifteenth. 


THE  DUKE  or  ANJOU  APPOINTED  REGENT  PURINC 
THE  MINORITY  OF  CHARI.ES  THE  SIXTH. UN- 

SUCCESSFUL EXPEDITION  AGAINST  NAPLES.— 

MAJORITY  OF  CHARLES  THE  SIXTH. MARCHES 

AGAINST  THE  DUKE  OF  BRITTANY. IS  SEIJED 

WITH  INSANITY  NEAR  MANS DISORDERS  WHICH 

ENSUE.— REVOLUTION  IN  ENGLAND. ASSASSI- 

NATION OF  THE  DUKE  OF  ORLEANS.— STATE  Of 
anarchy  in  FRANCE. 


jjfo,  1383.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  Charley 
the  Sixth,  on  whom  was  beftowed 
the  appellation  of  Wtll-beloved,  was  only  twelve 
years  oldj  and  the  late  king  had  nominated  hjs 
cldeft  brother,  the  dpkc  of  Anjoij,  as  the  guardian 
of  his  nephew,  till  he  attained  the  age  appointed 
for  taking  the  reins  of  governrnent  into  his  own 
hands.  ’ The  firft  care  of  the  new  regent  was  to 
aflumc  the  power  of  tliis  important  truft;  but  he 
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fecms  throughout  to  have  b,een  totally  indifferent  to 
die  duties  of  the  charge.  Diftinguifhed  only  by 
unbounded  rapacity  and  inordinate  ambition,  he 
jcadily  refigned  the  edycation  of  the  king  to  the 
dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Bourbon ; the  former  his 
uncle  by  his  father’s,  the  latter  by  his  mother’s  fide: 
While  the  duke  of  Berri,  the  third  fon  of  John 
the  Goodi  was  eclipfed  by  the  fuperior  power  and 
talents  of  his  competitors. 

Philip,  duke  of  Burgundy,  was  the  youngeft 
of  the  fons  of  John,  and  had  diftingnifhed  his  early 
valour  by  the  fide  of  his  father  in  the  unfortunate 
battle  of  Poiftiers.  To  reward  his  courage 
and  conftancy,  that  monarch  had  beftowed  upon 
him  the  duchy  of  Burgundy ; and  Philip  afterwards 
encreafed  his  profpeft  of  dominion  by  his  own 
nuptials  with  the  daughter  of  the  count  of  Flanders; 
and  the  marriage  of  his  fon  with  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  Albert  of  Bavaria,  count  of  Hainault  and. 
Flolland. 

The  firft  care  of  thefe  princes  was  the  coronation 
of  the  young  king,  which  was  performed  with 
great  Iplcndour  at  Rheims : The  fword  of  con- 
Rable  was  given,  according  to  the  defire  of 
Charles  the  Fifth,  to  Oliver  ClilTon ; but  the  duke 
of  Anjou  foon  betrayed  the  confidence  which  had 
been  repofed  in  him ; and  loll  to  honour  and  in- 
tegrity, feized>  in  the  caftle  of  Mclun,  the  plate 
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and  treafurcs  of  the  late  king,  to  fupport  his  own 
ambitious  cntcrpriles.  Joan,  rendered  immortal 
by  the  profligacy  of  her  charafter,  and  who  was 
defcended  from  Charles  of  Anjou,  the  brother  of 
St.  Lewis,  reigned  at  this  time  at  Naples.  She 
had  already  adopted  her  relation,  Charles  Du- 
razzo,  as  her  fucceflbr;  but  the  inhuman  Neapo- 
litan depofed  and  murdered  his  benefaftrefs ; whofc 
laft  breath  revoked  the  nomination,  and  declared 
the  duke  of  Anjou  the  heir  to  her  throne.  To  ad- 
vance the  wild  pretenfions  of  that  prince,  the 
treafures  of  France  were  feattered  with  a lavilh 
hand;  but  his  troops  were  defeated,  and  his  defigns 
continually  baffled,  by  the  fuperior  fldll  and  artifices 
of  his  adverfary;  and  the  duke  of  Anjou  difeovered 
too  late  that  he  had  facrificed  his  honour  withouc ' 
gratifying  his  ambition. 

The  conduit  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  was 
equally  to  be  arraigned:  Inftead  of  training  the 
jnind  of  the  royal  pupil  to  the  purfuit  of  virtue 
and  greatnefs,  he  indulged  him  in  every  deferip- 
tion  of  pleafure  and  excefs ; and  fought  to  fecure 
his  affedtions  by  gratifying  the  licentious  paffions 
of  youth.  The  acquiefcence  of  the  duke  of 
Berri  was  purchafed  by  the  reftoration  of  the  county 
of  Languedoc,  which  by  Charles  the  Fifth  had, 
on  account  of  his  oppreffive  conduit,  been  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  count  of  Foixj  while  the  eitizens 
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of  Paris,  opprefled  by  new  taxes,  broke  ovjc  into 
open  fcdition,  and  were  with  difficulty  quelled  by 
fomc  of  the  more  fubftantial  inhabitants,  who 
dreaded,  amidft  the  tumult,  left  their  property 
Ihould  become  the  prey  of  the  infurgenCs. 

A peace  had  been  concluded  indeed  with  the 
duke  of  Brittany;  but  Philip  of  Burgundy,  who 
on  the  departure  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  for  Na- 
ples, had  alTumed  the  foie  adminiftration,  foon 
involved  the  kingdom  in  more  ferious  hoftilities 
with  the  Flemings.  Thefe,  enraged  at  the  daily 
imports  with  which  they  were  burthencd  to  fupply 
the  luxury  and  prodigality  of  their  count,  had 
eredted  the  ftandard  of  revolt,  and  chofen  as  their 
leader  Philip,  the  Ton  of  James  d’Arteville,  the 
famous  brewer  of  Ghent.  The  fon  degenerated 
not  from  the  abilities  of  his  father;  bold  in  aftion, 
eloquent  in  council,  penetrating  and  enterprifing, 
he  prepared  his  adherents  to  encounter  with  refo- 
lution  the  ftorm  which  menaced  them.  At  the 
head  of  near  fourfeore  thoufand  men,  animated 
by  the  prefence  of  their  youthful  monarch,  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  accompanied  by  the  dukes  of 
Berri  and  Bourbon,  and  the  principal  nobility  of 
France,  invaded  Flanders,  to  reftore  the  authority 
pf  the  exiled  count.  But  thefe  fplendid  prepa- 
rations feemed  for  fome  time  to  portend  only  dif- 
appointment  j and  the  operations  of  war  were  at 
^ firft 


4ti  HISTORY  OF  TRANCE. 

fivft  favourable  to  the  Flemings.  A confiderable 
de  achment  of  the  French  was  routed  in  an  in- 
effeftqal  attempt  to  raife  the  ficge  of  Oudenarde ; 
and  the  king  might  have  been  perhaps  expofed  to 
the  difgrace  of  a fruitlefs  campaign,  had  not  the 
imprudent  ardour  of  Artcville  induced  him  to 
fiazard  a decifive  adlion  near  the  village  of  Rqfe- 
becque.  On  the  banks  of  the  Lis  the  hopes  of 
^e  Flemings  were  cxtinguiflied  by  the  valour  and 
difciplinc  of  the  French;  twenty-five  thoufand 
of  the  infurgpnts  perilhed  on  the  field;  and  among 
thefe  was  their  leader  Arteville ; Qudenardc  was 
immediately  relieved ; Courtrai,  the  chief  feat  of 
revolt,  furrendered ; and  the  turbulent  Flemings 
were  onep  more  rc4uced  to  fubniiffiop  by  the  arms 
of  France. 

jj  The  fatisfaftidn  of  the  king  at  this 
*j84,  1390.  viftory  was  alloyed  by  frelh  tumults 
at  Paris ; but  the  fickle  citizens  were  foon  hum- 
bled by  the  return  of  their  foyereign  at  the  head 
of  a triumphant  arrpy.  Several  of  Hhe  great 
towns,  which  had  partaken  in  the  guilt,  were  in- 
cluded in  the  punilhment  of  the  capital;  while 
the  death  of  the  count  of  Flanders  annexed  that 
country,  witli  the  provinces  of  Artois,  Revel,  .and 
Nevers,  to  the  pofleflions  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy. About  the  fame  time  the  duke  of  An- 
jou, ovawhehned  by  the  calamities  of  his  Italian 
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expedition,  expired  at  Barr,  in  Calabria  j and  the 
king  of  France,  delivered  from  the  immediate 
controul  of  two  of  his  uncles,  began  to  aflumc 
the  reins  of  government,  and  difeovered  fymp- 
toms  of  genius  and  Ipirit  which  revived  the  droop- 
. ing  hopes  of  his  country.  His  marriage  had 
already  engroffed  the  attention  of  his  council;  but 
Charles  refufed  to  facrifice  his  domeftic  happincB 
to  the  forms  which  had  bound  his  predecclTors ; 
and  declared  his  .refolution  previoufly  to  behold 
the  perfon  intended  for  his  confort.  An  inter- 
view was  contrived  for  him  at  Amiens  with  Ifa- 
bella,  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria;  and  th^ 
infinuating  addrefs  and  perfonal  charms  of  that 
princefs,  fatally  determined  his  choice  in  her 
favour. 

The  imderftanding  of  rite  king,  though  uncul- 
tivated, appears  to  have  been  clear  and  manly: 
He  again  deprived  his  uncle,  the  duke  of  Berri, 
of  the  government  of  Languedoc,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  abufe ; and  conciliated  the  affc6tions  of 
his  people,  by  reftoring  their  privileges,  and  re- 
lieving them  from  the  vexatious  taxes  which  a 
minority  had  impofed-  He  reduced  the  Flemings 
to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  his  uncle,  the 
duke  of  Burgundy, . which  at  firft  they  had  op- 
pofed;  he  detached  John  de  Vienne,  with  fifteen 
hundred  men  arms,  to  reinforce  the  Scotch 
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in  their  incurfions  againft  the  Epglifh ; and  erl.^ 
couraged  by  the  diforders  of  an  Englifh  govern- 
ment, and  by  the  feeble  charafter  of  Richard  the 
Second,  he  prepared  a prodigious  fleet  at  Sluys 
to  invade  that  kingdom,  in  hopes  of  recovering 
Calais,  in  exchange  for  the  conqueft  he  might 
make  in  England.  But  this  enterprife  was  de- 
feated by  the  indolence  and  obftinacy  of  the  duke 
of  Bcrri ; a majority  of  the  Ihips  were  loft  in  a 
ftorm ; and  the  advanced  ftate  of  the  feafon  com- 
pelled the  king,  though  reludantly,  to  abandon 
the  immediate  execution  of  his  defigns.  A truce 
was  foon  after  concluded  between  the  two  king- 
doms, for  the  fpace  of  three  years  ; and  before  it 
expired  England  was  preferved  from  the  menaced 
danger,  and  France  plunged  into  more  deep  and 
fatal  calamities,  by  an  incident  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary and  deplorable. 

^ jj  The  Sieur  de  Craon,  a profligate 
1390,  IJ91.  nobleman,  had  been  entrufted  by  the 
court  of  France  with  a confiderable  fum  of  money 
for  the  fupport  of  the  duke  of  Anjou,  reduced 
to  extreme  diftrefs  by  his  Italian  expedition.  He 
had  betrayed  the  confidence  which  had  been 
thus  repofed  in  him  and  diftipated  the  money 
in  his  licentious  pleafures  at  Venice.  By  the 
credit  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  the  brother  of  the 
king,  he  obtained  his  pardon,  and  returned  to 
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court,  to  abufc  the  clemency  of  his  fovereign 
by  an  ail  of  more  atrocious  treachery.  To 
gratify  his  private  refentment,  he  attempted  to 
affaffinate  the  conftable,  Oliver  CliiTon,  whom 
he  fufpcdled  of  having  promoted  his  difgrace; 
the  veteran  hero  was  attacked  as  he  returned 
from  the  hotel  of  St.  Pol,  by  twenty  ruffians ; 
and  although  he  defended  himfelf  with  his 
fword  with  his,  wonted  intrepidity,  he  at  length' 
fell,  from  the  lofs  of  blood  and  the  number  of 
his  wounds.  The  goodnefs  of  his  conftitution 
triumphed  over  the  bloody  malice  of  his  aflail- 
ants,  while  Craon  fled  from  the  vengeance  of  his 
incenfed  fovereign  to  die  proteilion  of  the  duke 
of  Brittany. 

Charles  demanded  the  criminal;  and  on  die 
refufal  of  the  duke,  prepared  to  compel  him, 
notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of  the  dukes  of 
Burgundy  and  Berri,  at  the  head  of  a numerous 
army.  Accompanied  by  thefc  princes,  he  had 
fcarce  arrived  at  Mans  before  he  was  feized  with 
a flow  fever ; but  his  impatience  to  puniffi  the 
crime  of  Craon,  and  the  contempt  of  the  duke 
of  Brittany,  induced  him  to  refill  the  advice 
of  his  phyfilians,  and  to  continue  his  march. 
As  he  paired  through  a forefl:  between  Mans  and 
La  Flcche,  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  the  bridle  of 
his  horfe  was  fuddcnly  feized  by  a man  in  wretched 
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apparel,  black  and  hideous;  who  exclaimed,' 

“ My  king,  where  are  you  going  ? you  are  be- 
trayed !”  and  then  inftantly  difappeared.  At 
that  moment,  a page  who  carried  the  king’s  lance, 
and  who  under  the  prefTurc  of  fatigue  had  fallen 
afleep,  let  fall  the  lance  on  a helmet  which 
another  page  carried  before  him.  This  noife, 
with  the  fuddcn  appearance  and  exclamation  of 
the  man,  concurred  to  produce  an  immediate 
and  fatal  effed  on  the  king’s  imagination. 
He  drew  his  fword,  and  ftruck  furioufly  on  every 
fide ; three  perfons,  befides  the  page  who  dropped 
the  lance,  were  the  vi’tlims  of  his  phrenzy ; at 
length  he  was  difarmed  and  ftcured ; the  violence 
of  the  effort  had  exhaufted  his  ftrength ; and 
he  was  conveyed,  fenfclefs  and  motionlefs,  to 
Mans. 

This  account,  ftrange  and  improbable,  is  yet 
Supported  by  the  united  teftimonies  of  contem- 
porary hiftorians.  Probably  the  mind  of  the 
king,  oppreffed  by  indifpofition,  prefented  to  his 
fancy  the  ideal  figure,  the  fource  of  his  terror; 
probably  the  duke  of  Burgundy  ufed  this  arti- 
fice to  fright  him  from  an  expedition,  from 
which  he  had  endeavoured  ineffcftually  to  dif- 
fuade.  But  whatever  was  the  caufe  of  Charles’s 
delirium,  the  confequenecs  were  melancholy.  The 
invafion  of  Brittany  was  immediately  abandoned ; 
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the  king  was  rc-condufted  to  Paris;  and  ex- 
prefled,  on  the  recovery  of  his  fenfes,  his  horror 
at  the  blood  which  had  been  thus  unknowingly 
Ipilt. 

During  the  three  days  that  his  delirium  had 
lafted,  the  grief  of  his  people  proclainfied  the 
blamelefs  tenor  of  his  adminiftration  : The  in- 
telligence of  his  recovery  was  welcomed  by  rnarks 
of  unfeigned  and  unbounded  tranlport;  but  it 
was  foon  difeovered  that  he  no  longer  pofleffed 
that  clear  comprehenfion  and  ftrength  of  judg- 
ment, which  had  formerly  charadterized  him. 
The  doubtful  ftate  of  his  intelledls  rendered  it 
neceflary  that  the  royal  power  Ihould  be  veiled 
in  more  able  hands ; and  the  competition  for  the 
regency  brought  forward  two  charadlers  which 
hitherto  had  been  concealed  from  public  obfer- 
vation.  Ilabella,  the  confort  of  the  unfortunate 
monarch,  has  already  been  celebrated  for  her  un- 
common beauty  and  infinuating  addrefs:  But 
thefe  qualities  were  alloyed  by  a mind  violent, 
vindidtive,  and  intriguing;  by  a heart  infenfible 
to  the  natural  affedlions  of  a parent,  but  open  to 
flattery,  and  fufceptible  of  the  imprcfilon  of  every 
lawlefs  pafllon.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  the  bro- 
ther of  the  king,  had  but  juft  entered  his  twentieth  • 
year;  his  perfon  was  graceful,  his  features  ani- 
mated, and  he  was  by  nature  and  education  formed 
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to  fuccccd  in  gallantry ; his  early  marriage  with 
Valentina,  the  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Milan,  -a 
princcfs  of  extraordinary  charms  and  accomplifli- 
ments,  did  not  prevent  him  from  engaging  in  a 
variety  of  licentious  amours ; and  his  intimacy 
with  his  royal  fifter-in-law  was  abhorred  as  cri- 
minal and  inceftgous.  Profufe  and  prodigal,  his 
hopes  were  inflamed  by  the  partiality  of  the  queen ; 
and  he  openly  afpired  to  the  regency  : But  the 
Hates  regarded  him  with  pirudent  diftruft ; and 
conferred  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  on  the  more 
mature  years  of  his  uncle,  the  duke  of  Burgundy. 
Oliver  CliflTon,  perfecuted  by  that  prince,  and  de- 
prived of  the  fword  of  conftable,  which  was  be- 
llowed on  the  count  of  Eij,  retired  into  his  native 
province,  defended  his  poflrdTions  in  that  country 
by  his  own  valour  and  that  of  his  vaflals,  and  at 
length  effefted  a reconciliation  with  the  duke  of 
Brittany. 

A few  naonths  fcemed  to  reftore  the 
. health  and  tmderftanding  of  the  wretch- 

ed Charles,  when  an  accident  fcarce  lefs  extraor- 
dinary than  the  firft,  plunged  him  into  his  former 
phrenzy.  An  entertairlment  had  been  given  in 
honour  of  the  marriage  of  one  of  the  queen’s  at- 
tendants i and  fix  mafques  entered  the  apart- 
ment, difguifed  like  latyrs,  in  dreflTes  made  of 
linen,  covered  with  rofin,  and  while  warm  pow- 
dered 
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dered  with  down : Thcfe  were  the  king  and  five 
lords  of  his  court.  The  perfon  of  Charles  at- 
tracfted  the  notice  of  the  duchefs  of  Berrij  and 
although  ignorant  who  he  was>  Ihe  engaged  him 
in  converfadon.  ' In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of' 
Orleans,  out  of  levity,  ran  a lighted  torch  againft 
one  of  the  party ; the  flame  was  inftandy  com- 
municated to  the  reft  ; and  amidft  their  torments, 
they  repeatedly  cried  out,  “ Save  the  king ! Save 
“ the  king  !’*  The  duchefs  of  Berri,  recolledlir^ 
that  it  muft  be  the  mafque  with  whom  Ihe  had 
been  converfing,  wrapped  him  in  her  cloak,  and 
preferved  him  from  the  danger.  One  efcaped  by 
jumping  into  a ciftern  of  water  5 but  the  other 
four  periftied  in  the  grcateft  agonies.  The  terror 
of  the  king  was  attended  by  an  inftant  rclapfe ; 
and  the  unhappy  delirium  continued,  though  with 
fome  intervals  of  reafon,  to  the  laft  moments  of 
his  life. 

In  his  moft  diftrafted  ftate,  Valentina,  duchefs 
of  Orleans,  gained  the  fame  afccndancy  over  the 
mind  of  Charles,  as  her  confort  had  acquired 
over  that  of  the  queen.  She  alone  was  grateful 
to  him ; and  fhe  only  could  footh  by  her  prefence 
the  fury  which  frequently  convulfed  his  frame. 
An^  ignorant  and  fuperftitious  age  attributed  her 
influence  to  magical  incantations ; ^ but  infanity 
itfe.lf  is  not  infenfible  to  the  power  of  beauty ; 
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and  the  enmity  of  her  rivals  purfued  the  authority 
which  flie  liad  attained  by  her  fuperior  charms. 
The  diichefs  of  Burgundy  in  particular  diftin- 
guifhed  herfelf  by  an  implacable  hatred ; and 
the  quarrels  of  thefe  ladies  were  foon  extended  to, 
and  perpetuated  by,  their  hufbands.  Yet  their  own 
prudence  fuggefted  to  them  to  court  the  people  by 
reftraining  within  proper  bounds  the  public  expen- 
diture ; and  to  conciliate  the  affedions  of  the  par- 
liament, by  preferving  inviolate  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  Commons.  Among  other  regulations 
which  marked  their  adminiftration,  was  one  which, 
though  ineffedual,  does  credit  to  their  intentions, 
and  will  meet  the  applaufe,  though  it  condemns 
the  pradHce,  of  modern  times.  They  endeavoured 
by  wholefome  penalties  to  check  the  rage  for 
gaming,  which  already  began  to  appear,  and  to 
fubftitute  martial  and  manly  excrcifes  in  its  place. 

This  year  a fchifm  broke  out  in  the 
A.  D.  1394.  qP  Rome,  which  for  forty  fuc- 

celTive  years  diftrauled  its  councils,  and  divided 
the  opinions  of  its  followers.  For  fome  time  pad 
the  popes  had  refided  at  Avignon  ; but  Gregory 
the  Eleventh  had  been  perfuaded  to  return  to 
Rome,  and  expired  there.  The  Romans,  luf- 
picious  left  the  feat  of  papacy  Ihould  be  trans- 
ferred a^ain  to  Avignon,  tumultuoufly  furrounded 
the  conclave,  and  compelled  the  elcftors  to  raife 
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CO  the  vacant  chair  of  St.  Peter,  Urban  the  Sixth, 
by  birth  an  Italian : But  the  majority  of  cardinals, 
who  were  French,  no  fooner  had  recovered  their 
liberty,  than  they  fled  from  Rome,  protefted  againft 
the  eleftion  as  the  efleft  of  compulfion,  and  chofe 
Robert,  fon  of  the  count  of  Geneva,  who  took 
the  name  of  Clement  the  Seventh,  and  eftablifhed 
his  rcfidence  at  Avignon.  The  diSerent  king- 
doms of  Chriftendom  were  divided  between  the 
two  pontiffs ; and  France,  after  an  ineffedual 
effort  to  compofe  the  difference,  adhered,  with 
her  allies  of  Caftile  and  Scotland,  to  the  caufe 
of  Clement;  while  England  declared  for  Urban. 
Each  party  was  deferibed  by  the  different  appella- 
tions of  Clementines  and  Urbanites-,  and  each  mu- 
tually branded  the  other  with  the  opprobrious  term 
' of  Schifmatics,  and  rebels  to  the  true  fucceffor  of 
St.  Peter, 

In  the  intervals  of  recovery,  Charles 
frequently  refumed  his  authority.  The  ^ 
war  between  the  French  and  Englifh  had  been 
carried  on  with  languor,  and  the  two  kings,  equally, 
tired  of  thefe  fruitlefs  hoftilities,''  began  to  think 
in  earneft  of  a lafting  peace.  An  interview  for 
this  purpofe  was  appointed  near  Calais  ; but  they 
found  their  pretenfions  ftill  fo  difficult  to  adjufl, 
that  they  were  content  to  eftablifh  a truce  for 
twenty-five  years.  Charles  prevailed  on  Richard 
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the  Second  to  reftore  Cherbourg  to  France,  and 
Brcft  to  the  duke  of  Brittany.  To  draw  the  bands 
of  amity  between  the  two  monarchs  dill  clofer, 
Richard,  now  a widower,  was  contrafted  to  Ifa- 
bclla,  the  daughter  of  Chailes,  a princefs  then 
only  feven  years  of  age.  But  this  marriage,  from 
which  the  king  of  England  hoped  to  derive  fome 
proteftion  againft  the  ambition  of  his  uncles  and 
the  turbulence  of  his  barons,  was  never  ednfum- 
mated,  on  account  of  the  inequality  of  their 
years. 

Sigifmond,  king  of  Hungary,  had  implored 
the  afliftancc  of  France,  to  check  the  rapid  pro- 
grefs  of  Bajazet,  the  fultan  of  the  Ottomans,  who 
had  already  fwept  away  whatever  adhered  to  the 
Greek  empire  in  Thrace,  Macedonia,  and  Thef- 
faly.  To  the  defence  of  Hungary  marched  the 
flower  of  French  chivalry,  animated  by  the  pre- 
fence of  John,  count  of  Nevers,  eldefl  fon  of 
the  duke  of  Burgundy  ■,  the  count  of  Eu,  con- 
flable,  John  de  Vienne,  admiral,  of  France,  and 
the  count  of  Marche,  a peer  of  the  blood  royal. 
The  ardour  of  thefe  gallant  princes  was  tempered 
by  the  experience  of  de  Courcy,  one  of  the  beft 
and  oldeft  captains  of  Chriftendom.  But  in  the 
day  of  adlion  they  rejefted  his  prudent  counfels, 
and  the  moderate  advice  of  Sigifmond.  On  the 
approach  of  the  Ttirks,  at  the  head  of  their 
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martial  train,  which  fcarce  exceeded  a thoufand 
kniglits  and  efquires,  juft  rifen  from  the  pleafures 
of  table,  and  heated  with  wine,  they  charged 
the  vanguard  of  the  infidels  with  inconfiderate 
valour.  Their  prefumption  was  fatal  to  themlelves, 
and  to  the  caufe  of  Sigifmond : In  the  plains  of 
Nicopolis  they  were  dclertcd  by  the  Hungarians, 
and  overwhelmed  by  myriads  of  the  Ottomans. 
The  count  of  Nevers,  and  twenty-four  other  lords, 
whofe  birth  promifed  the  advantage  of  a fplervdid 
ranfom,  were  preferved  by  the  avarice  of  Bajazet; 
the  remainder  of  the  French  captives  were  fuc- 
ceflively  led  before  die  throne  j and  as  they  refufed 
to  abjure  their  faith,  were  beheaded  in  the  prefence 
of  the  fultan,  exafperated  by  the  lofs  of  his  braveft 
janiffaries.  The  furvivors  were  a long  time  confined- 
at  Bourfa,  the  royal  refidcnce  of  the  viftor  j and 
were  at  length  ranfomed  for  the  funri  of  two  hun- 
dred thouland  ducats. 

The  rclapfcs  of  Charles  became  every  ^ p 
day  more  violent;  the  fatal  effefts  of  > 397.1* 3»*- 
his  former  phrenzy  were  indelibly  imprefled  on 
his  mind  ; and  one  day,  fenfible  of  the  rapid  ap- 
prbach  of  his  delirium,  he  called  to  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  to  difarm  him,  left  again  he  Ihould  in- 
jure any  of  his  fubjefts.  About  this  time  the 
ancient  adyerfary  of  France  and  ally  of  England, 
John,  duke  of  Brittany,  expired ; and  bequeathed 
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his  children  to  the  protcdlion  of  Oliver  Cliflbn,  , 
whofe  honourable  enmity  he  had  fo  frequently 
experienced,  and  whofe  friendihip  he  had  fo  lately  , 
cultivated.  Cliflbn  proved  himfelf  worthy  of  the 
confidence  of  his  mafter  : At  that  prince’s  deccafe 
he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  indifpofition  j and 
his  daughter,  the  countefs  of  Penthievre,  who 
had  married  the  competitor  of  the  late  duke,  pro- 
pofed  to  her  father  to  feize  the  favourable  mo- 
ment, and  to  reftore  the  duchy  to  her  children. 
The  foul. of  CliflTon  was  incapable  of  treachery; 
and  the  feelings  of  the  parent  were  loft  in  indig- 
nation ; he  darted  a javelin,  which  ftood  at  his 
bed’s  head,  at  his  daughter : The  countefs,  in  en- 
deavouring to  efcape,  fell  down  ftairs  ; her  thigh 
was  broken  ; and  her  lamenefs  ever  after  attefted 
her  own  difgracc  and  the  unftiaken  fidelity  of  her 
father. 

In  England,  a different  and  more 
turbulent  feene  preiented  itfclf.  The 
weaknefs  and  diffipation  of  Richard  the  Second 
had  ncurifhed  the  ambition  of  his  nobles;  and  the 
duke  of  Hereford,  the  fon  of  the  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter,  and  the  coufin  of  the  king,  was  diftin- 
guifhed  above  the  reft  by  the  formidable  qualities 
of  courage,  of  prudence,  and  of  infinuating  ad- 
drefs.  Banifhed  by  the  king  for  his  intrigues, 
during  his  abfence  the  title  of  Lancafter  devolved 
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on  him  by  the  death  of  his  father.  The  profufion 
of  the  king  rendered  it  necelTary  for  him  to  replenifti 
his  coffers  by  means  the  moft  inconfiftent  with 
juftice ; and  he  feized  to  his  own  ufe,  contrary  to 
his  royal  word,  the  inheritance  of  his  exiled  kinf- 
man.  Henry  of  Lancafter  was  connedted  with  the 
principal  nobility  in  blood,  alliance,  or  friendihip: 
Thefe  confidered  the  injury  in  its  confequences  as 
likely  to  affedt  them  all : The  common  people  were 
already  gained  by  his  courteous  manners ; and  the 
different  ranks  of  the  Englilh  turned  their  cyes^ 
^ upon  him,  as  the  only  perfon  who  could  retrieve 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  or  redrefs  the  abufes  of 
government. 

Richard  had  himfelf  embarked  for  Ireland,  to 
chaftife  the  revolt  of  the  natives  j and  had  left  his 
kingdom  open  to  the  enterprifes  of  his  ambitious 
enemy ; when  the  duke  of  Lancafter  landed  at 
Ravenfpur,  in  Yorkfhire,  with  a train  of  fixty 
perfons,  among  whom  were  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  and  the  earl  of  Arundel,  the  nephew 
of  that  prelate.  They  were  immediately  joined 
by  the  carls  of  Northumberland  and  Weftmorc- 
land  ; and  the  fpirit  of  difaffedlion,  in  a few  days’ 
march,  fwelled  the  army  of  Henry  to  fixty  thoufand 
men.  The  duke  of  York,  who  had  been  left  regent 
of  the  realm,  was  equally  difqualified  by  his  flendcr 
capacity  and  natural  connexions,  from  checking 

the 
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the  progrefs  of  his  nephew ; wiio  yet  only  claim- 
ed, as  a loyal  fupplicant,  his  legal  patrimony. 
But  the  king  himfclf,  on  the  news  of  this  for- 
midable invafion,  and  the  additional  intelligence 
• that  feveral  of  his  minifters  had  fallen  viftims  to 
the  wifhes  of  the  people  and  the  authority  of 
Henry,  haftened  from  Ireland.  At  Milford  Ha- 
ven he  difembarked  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand 
men ; but  thefc  foon  caught  the  general  con- 
tagion, and  deferred  their  unfortunate  fovercign. 
Richard,  hopelefs  of  fuccour,  furrendered  himfelf 
to  the  earl  of  Northumberland,  was  conveyed  to 
I.ondon,  and  was  depofed  by  the  tumultuous  cla- 
mours of  his  fubjefts  and  the  irregular  dccifion  of 
a partial  and  faftious  parliament.  His  fuccefsful 
kinfman,  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  was  raifed  to  the 
vacant  tlirone ; and  foon  extinguiflied,  by  the 
death  of  his  former  fovereign,  his  apprehenfions 
from  the  compaflion  of  a fickle  and  generous 
people. 

^ P Wencefiatis,  emperor  of  Germany, 
140c,  1403.  implored  the  afliftance  of  France 
to  reftore  him  to  that  dignity  of  which  he  had  been 
deprived  by  the  eleftors;  and  Manuel  Paleolo- 
gus,  the  emperor  of  Conftantinoplc,  appeared  a 
fuppliant  at  Paris,  to  aroufe  again  the  ardour  of 
the  French  to  the  encounter  of  Bajazet,  and  the 
defence  of  the  imperial  city,  'fo  the  aid  of  Wen- 
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cedaus,  the  duke  of  Orleans  led  a gallant  army 
acquired  for  himfelf  the  duchy  of  Luxemburgh  j 
and  left  his  ally  fatished  with  the  kingdom  of  Bo- 
hemia : while  the  arms  of  Bajazet  were  diverted 
from  Europe  by  the  invafion  of  Tamerlane,  the 
Mogul  emperor;  and  Paleologus  was  left  at  li- 
berty to  return  and  occupy  Conftantinople.  But 
although  foreign  empires  fought  the  fuccour  and 
fupport  of  France,  the  internal  government  of 
that  kingdom  prefented  a pifture  of  frightful 
anarchy  and  confufion.  The  unhappy  malady  of 
Charles  feemed  daily  to  gain  ground ; and  the  dif- 
cordant  interefts  and  contending  parties  of  the  two, 
dukes  of  Orleans  and  Burgundy,  grew  up  into 
fadlions  of  the  moft  rancorous  and  inveterate  ani- 
mofity.  The  former,  by  his  own  dominion  over 
the  affeftions  of  the  queen,  ,and  by  the  influence 
of  his  duchefs  over  die  king,  gained  a tranfient 
fuperiority,  and  obtained  a commiflion  which 
created  him  lieutenant-general  and  governor  of 
the  realm : But  he  abufed  his  power  to  levy  new 
impofts  on  the  people ; and  his  imprudence  even 
included  the  church  in  the  impartial  oppreflion. 
A burft  of  general  refentment  drove  him  from  the 
helm,  and  called  to  it  the  duke  of  Burgundy. 
The  palTions  of  thefe  haughty  and  ambitious, 
chiefs  might  perhaps  have  inftantly  kindled  the 
flapaes  of  civil  war,  had  not  their  rage  been  in 
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fomc  mcafurc  appcafed  by  the  mediation  of  the 
duke  of  Bourbon,  the  only  prince  who  approached 
the  throne,  and  maintained  a charafter  pure  and 
, unfpotted. 

Yet  fome  praife  muft  be  allowed  to 

A.  D.  1404.  . 

the  policy  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
which  allured  to  Paris  the  youthful  fons  of  the  late 
duke  of  Brittany,  and  preferved  them  from  being 
feduced  by  the  arts  of  Henry  the  Fourth  of  Eng- 
land, who  had  married  their  mother  to  ftrengthen 
his  intereft  in  that  province.  Perhaps  his  life 
might  have  fhieldcd  France  from  the  calamities 
which  afterw^ds  overwhelmed  it : His  premature 
death,  at  this  critical  period,  expofed  it,  without 
chart  or  pilot,  to  the  fury  of  the  ftorm.  He  was 
fucceeded  in  his  dominions  by  his  fon  John,  count 
of  Neverr,  furnamed  the  Fearlejs,  and  who  inhe- 
rited the  enmity  of  his  father  to  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, without  poflelTing  his  judgment  or  apparent 
moderation.  ' 

The  queen  and  the  duke  of  Orleans 
had  again  feized  the  adminiftration : 

They  were  again  driven  from  it  by  the  virtuous 
clamours  of  a people,  who  regarded  their  intimacy 
■with  honeft  indignation.  While  th^ir  refpeftive 
courts  had  been  maintained  in  luxury  and  magni- 
ficence, the  unhappy  Charles  and  his  children  had 
been  abandoned  to  the  moft  abjedt  diftrefs ; they 
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were  rcliprcd  and  treated  with  rcfpeft  and  atten- 
tion by  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  was  nominated 
by  the  general  voice  of  the  public  to  the  regency, 
on  the  retreat  of  Ifabella  and  the  duke  of  Orleans 
to  Melun : When  fuddenly  the  king  leemed  to 
emerge  from  the  darknefs  which  had  fo  long  ob- 
fcured  his  underftanding ; his  reafon  returned  for 
a longer  interval ; he  deprived  the  rival  dukes  of 
the  authority  which  they  had  alternately  enjoyed, 
and  alternately  abufed ; and  veiled  the  entire  go- 
• vernment  in  the  queen  and  a council  of  Hate  com- 
pofed  of  the  princes  of  the  blood.  ' 

The  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Burgundy, 
alike  precluded  from  interfering  in  the  ' 
cabinet,  determiaed  to  exercife  their  reftlefs  tem- 
pers in  martial  enterprifes  againft  the  Englifli. 
They  were  encouraged  by  the  tottering  throne  of 
Henry  the  Fourth,  continually  aflailed  by  fecrec 
confpiracies  and  open  rebellions.  But  the  inva- 
fion  of  Guienne,  and  the  attempt  on  Calais,  proved 
equally  unfuccefsful  j and  the  minillers  of  Charles, 
after  obtaining  the  rclloration  of  his  daughter, 
who  had  been  contrafled  to  Richard  the  Second, 
confented  to  renew  the  truce  between  the  two 
kingdoms.  The  failure  of  their  different  expedi- 
tions re-kindled  the  animofity  of  the  dukes  of 
Orleans  and  Burgundy  ■,  and  they  mutually  attri-  - 
buted  llreir  difappointments  to  each  otlier.  At 
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the  intrcaties  of  the  duke  of  Bcrri  they  confented 
to  a reconciliation ; they  embraced  at  Paris,  in  the 
prcfcnce  of  their  uncle ; and  even  vowed  on  the 
facramcnt,  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  remembrance 
of  former  enmity. 

But  thcfc  folemn  pledges  of  friend- 
A.D.  1+07.  wefe  proftituted  by  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  more  eafily  to  fatiatc  his  vengeance.  A 
^ contention  for  power  was  inflamed  by  the  rage  of 
jealoufy ; and  he  fufpefled  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
whofe  charafter  for  gallantry  was  notorious,  of  hav- 
ing violated  the  honour  of  his  marriage  bed.  The 
injury  was  mortal  j but  the  means  which  he  purfued 
to  obtain  his  revenge  were  unworthy  of  his  family  . 
and  his  former  fame.  As  the  duke  of  Orleans  re- 
turned in  the  dark  from  the  hotel  of  St.  Pol,  where 
he  had  palled  the  evening  with  the  queen,  mounted 
on  a mule,  and  only  accompamed  by  two  pages, 
he  was  fuddenly  attacked  by  eighteen  aflafllns, 
headed  by  a Norman  gentleman  whom  he  had 
deprived  of  an  employment.  With  the  firft  blow 
of  a battle-axe  he  cut  off  the  duke’s  hand;  at 
the  fecond  he  ftruck  him  from  his  mule;  and  with 
the  third  he  clove  his  Ikull,  leaving  him  dead  on 
the  ground. 

yy  The  duke  of  Burgundy  at  firft  af- 

1408, 1414.  fe£ted  to  lament  the  de.ith  of  his 
noble  kinfman  with  well  - dilTembled  forrow ; he 
3 appeared 
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appeared  at  his  funeral ; and  his  fighs  were  even 
accompanied  by  tears.  But  when  it  was  propofed, ' 
at  the  requeft  of  the  provoft  of  Paris,  to  fearch  the 
houfes  of  the  different  princes,  his  countenance  be- 
trayed the  guilty  fecret.  Cbnfcious  of  his  danger, 
to  the  duke  of  Bourbon  he  acknowledged  himiclf 
the  author  of  the  bloody  deed ; and,  with  his  band 
of  afTafllns,  he  eluded  the  immediate  fword  of 
juftice  by  a precipitate  flight  into  Flanders.  Va- 
lentina, the /widow  of  die  late  duke  of  Orleans, - 
opprefiTed  by  grief,  foon  followed  her  hufband  to 
the  grave  ; but  her  fon,  though  only  fixteen  years 
of  age,  and  who  fucceeded  to  his  father’s  honours, 
loudly  demanded  vengeance  on  the  murderer. 
The  kingdom  was  rent  between  the  two  fadlions, 
the  Burgundians  and  the  Armagnacs ; for  fo  the 
adherents  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  were  called, 
from  the  count  of  Armagnac,  the  father-in-law  of 
that  prince.  The  duke  of  Burgundy  had,  at  the 
head  of  a numerous  army,  returned  to  the  capital, 
and  extorted  a pardon  from  the  feeble  king,  who 
feized  fometinies  by  one  party,  fometimes  by  the 
other,  transferred  alternately  to  each  of  them  the 
appearance  of  legal  authority;  and  fome  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  rage  which  defolated  the  king- 
dom, fmee  in  Paris  only,  two  thoufand  citizens 
periflicd  in  one  commotion. 
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The  miftrjr  of  France  fcarce  fcemed  to  admit 
of  aay  addi.don,  when  the  calamities  of  internal 
difcord,  which  almoft  bowed  the  monarchy  to  the 
ground,  were  uncxpedlcdly  augmented  by  the  fury 
of  foreign  invafion.  The  pretenfions  which  had 
dyed  with  blood  the  fields  of  Crecy  and  Poidtiers, 
were  again  revived  by  the  crown  of  England: 
And  to  a warlike  prince,  already  wreathed  with 
vidtory,  and  early  educated  in  fields'  of  battle, 
France  could  only  oppofe  an  infane  king;  an  in- 
experienced dauphin,  whole  charadber,  fickle,  in- 
conftant  and  diflblute,  accumulated  the  evils  of 
the  ftate;  and  a nobility  divided  in  principle,  and 
pnrfuing  each  other  with  adtive  enmity  and  un- 
abated rage. 
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Chapter  the  Sixteenth. 


iNVASION  or  FRANCE  BY  HENRY  THE  FIFTH*  KlJJO 
OF  ENGLAND. SaTTLE  OF  AZINCOURT.i — DIS- 

SENSIONS BETWEEN  THE  DAUPHIN  CHARLES  AND 

THE  DUKE  OF  BURGUNDY. PROGRESS  OF  THE 

ENGLISH^ ' — ASSASSINATION  OF  THE  'dUKE  OF 

burgundy. iIeNRY  ESPOUSES  CATHARINE, 

DAUGHTER  TO  THE  KING  OF  FkANCE,  AND  IS 
DECLARED  REGENT  AND  HEIR  OF  THAT  KING- 
DOM.  DEATHS  OF  THE  KINGS  OF  ENGLAND 

AND  FRANCE. 


J.  HE  crown  of  England,  which  Henry  A.b.  1415. 
the  Fourth  acquired  by  rebellion,  and  which  he 
ftained  by  the  murder  of  the  prince  whom  he 
depofedi  be  preferred  by  his  policy  and  valour. 
His  fon  Henry  the  Fifth  inherited  it  by  a purer 
title}  and  it  was  the  advice  of  his  dying  father  to 
divert  the  reftlefs  fpirits  of  the  Englilh  from  in- 
teftine  commotions  to  foreign  wars.  The  diflen- 
fions  of  France  prefented  a favourable  opportu- 
nity ; the  new  monarch  was  fcarce  eftablilhed  on 
VOL.  I.  F f his 
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throne  before  all  England  refounded  witli  his  pre- 
parations; and  the  minifters  of  Charles  were  afto- 
niihed  at  the  demand,  as  the  price  of  peace,  of 
Catharine,  the  French  king’s  daughter,  in  mar- 
riage ; jwo  millions  of  crowns,  as  her  portion  ; 
one  million  Gx  hundred  thoufand,  as  the  arrears 
•of  king  John’s  ranfom  ;•  and  the  immediate  pof- 
felTion  and  full  Ibvereignty  of  all  the  other  pro- 
vinces which  had  been  ravilhed  from  England  by 
the . arms  of  Philip  Auguftus,  together  with  the 
fuperiority  of  Brittany  and  Flanders, 

A fliort  interval  of  reafbn  had  allowed  the  king 
at  this  period  to  refume  the  reins  of  government  > 
and  he  had  difplayed  a tranficnt  vigour  in  repref- 
fing  the  faftions  of  the  dukes  of  Burgundy  and 
Orleans,  and  compelling  them  to  fubmit  to  the 
terms  that  he  preferibed.  But  his  council,  cqji- 
feious  how  little  dependance  could  be  placed  on 
the  prefent  calm,  were  willing  to  avert  the  ftorm 
which  threatened  them  from  abroad.  Inftead  of' 
rejefbing  thefc  exorbitant  demands  with  contempt, 
they  offered  to  Henry  the  princefs  Catharine,  with 
a portion  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  crowns ; the 
entire  fovereignty  of  Guienne ; and  to  annex  t» 
that  province  the  countries  of  Perigord,  Rovergue, 
Saintongc,  the  Angouniois,  and  other  territories. 
But  the  negociation  of  the  king  of  England  had 
never  been  ferious;  the  minds  of  his  fubjefts 
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could  only  be  diverted  from  the  means  by  which 
his  father  had  acquired  the  crown,  by  an  invafion 
of  France  j he  rejedled  thefe  conditions,  continued 
his  preparations  for  war,  and  aflemblcd  a formida- 
ble armament  at  the  port  of  Southampton. 

That  wealth  with  which  the  minifters  of  France 
had  endeavoured  to  purchafe  peace,  they  em- 
ployed to  foment  the  difeontents  of  the  fubjedls 
of  Henry,  and  allured  feveral  of  his  nobility  into 
a confpiracy  againft  their  fovereign*  But  their 
treafon  was  difeovered,  and  their  dark  defigns 
proved  only  fatal  to  themfelves;  while  France, 
at  the  moment  that  fhe  depended  on  the  fuccefi 
of  her  intrigues,  was  alarmed  and  difmayed  by 
the  intelligence  that  Henry,  with  an  army  of  fix 
thoufand  men  at  arms  and  twenty-four  thoufand 
foot,  had  landed  near  Harfleur,  and  prelTed  the 
fiege  of  that  town,  which,  , after  an  obftinate  de- 
fence, was  compelled  to  capitulate. 

But  the  gallantry  of  the  governor  and  garrifbn  of 
Harfleur  allowed  France  time  to  coUeft  her  forces  j 
an  army  of  fourteen  thoufand  men  at  arms,  and 
forty  thoufand. foot,  was  afiembled  in  Normandy, 
under  the  conftable  d’Albcrt ; while  the  fatigues  of 
the  fiege,  and  the  uncommon  heat  of  the  feafon, 
had  wafted  the  numbers  of  the  Englilh  to  one 
half  of  their  original  force.  Henry  had  already 
difmifled  his  tranfports,  which  would  have  been 
F f 2 endan- 
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endangered  on  an  open  coaft  j and  fenfible  of  the 
difficulties  which  muft  have  attended  his  march  tor 
Calais,  he- offered  to  purchafe  a lafc  retreat  at  the 
espcnce  of  his  new  conqueft  of  Harflcur.  But  the 
army  of  the  conftable  was  already  joined  by  the 
dauphin  and  die  princes  of  the  blood  j impatient  to 
fignalize  themfelvcs,  and  efface  the  difgrace  of 
Crccy  and  Poiftiers,  they  rejefted  the  propofal ; 
and  the  king  of  England  found  he  mud  place  his 
foie  reliance  on  bis  owp  condudt  and  valour.  He 
flowly  pointed  his  march  tov;ards  the  river  Somme, 
which  he  hoped  to  pafs  at  the  fame  ford  as  had 
proved  fo  aufpicious  to  his  predeceflbr  Edward. 
In  this  he  was  difappointed  by  the  precautions 
of  the  French;  and  as  he  advanced  along  the 
banks  of  the  river,  his  provifions  hourly  dimi- 
nifhed  and  his  difficulties  increafed.  At  lebgth 
he  furprifed  a paffage  near  St.  Quintin ; but  he 
had  fcarcely  readied  the  oppofite  fide,  before  tlie 
French,  who  prefled  upon  his  footfteps,  traverfed 
the  Somme  alfb,  and  ported  themfclves  between 
the  Englifh  army  and  Calais. 

The  experience  of  former  defeats,  it  might  na- 
turally have  been  expeded,  would  have  checked 
the  impetuofity  of  the  French,  and  would  have 
taught  them  to  have  extinguifhed  their  adverfary 
without  trurting  to  the  uncertain  event  of  a field 
of  battle : But  in  an  age  when  the  art  of  war 

was 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


«7 

was  little  underftood,  and  when  all  glory  conllfted 
in  perfonal  prowefs,  it  was  difHcult  to  reftrain  the 
fwclling  fpirits  of  a martial  nobility,  who  con- 
iidcred  tht  prefence  of  their  enemy  as  an  infult. 
The  dauphin  and  the  duke  of  Berri  had  abfented 
themfelves  to  attend  the  king,  who  was  opprelTcd 
by  a return  of  his  indifpofition ; and  the  command 
was  entrufted  to  the  conftable  d’Albert,  who  in  his 
determination  to  fight,  and  in  the  difpofition  whicli 
he  made,  Ihewed  himfclf  equally  unworthy  of  the 
conhdence  repofed  in  him.  The  plains  of  Azin* 
court  have  been  rendered  immortal  by  this  celc- 
' brated  aftion.  Henry  no  fooner  fpund  his  retreat 
intercepted  by  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  than 
he  drew  up  his  army  on  a narrow  ground  be- 
tween two  woods,  which  guarded  each  flank; 
and  patiently  awaited  the  charge  of  his  foes, 
whole  numbers  four  times  eifceeded  his  own. 

In  the  battle  of  Azincourt  we  review  that  of 
Poiftiers;  the  French  charged  with  the  fame  con- 
tempt of  danger  and  difcipline'j  the  Englilh  re- 
ceived them  with  the  fame  cool  and  deliberate 
intrepidity,  The  former  were  led  on  by  a gene- 
rous nobility,  and  encouraged  by  their  fqperior 
numbers  j the  latter  were  animated  by  the  pre- 
fence of  their  king,  and  the  memory  of  ancient 
glory.  The  event  was  fuch  as  might  be  expedted ; 
fhe  French  were  difordered  by  their  own  impe- 
J?  f 3 fuofity^ 
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tuoflty,  and  their  numbers  ferved  only  to  increafe 
their  confufion  and  difgrace.  Their  cavalry  were 
entangled  in  the  heavy  ground  on  which  they  en- 
gaged i and,  incapable  of  flight  or  refiflancc,  were 
flaughtered  by  the  battle-axes  of  the  Englifli. 
The  conftable  himfelf,  the  count  of  Nevers,  and 
the  duke  of  Brabant,  both  brothers  to  the  duke 
of  Burgundy,  the  dukes  of  Alen^on  and  Barrc, 
the  counts  of  Vaudemont  and  Marie,  fcorning  to 
furvive  this  national  calamity,  ruflied  into  the 
midft:  of  the  tumult,  and  perilhed,  with  above  ten 
thoufand  of  their  followers.  The  dukes  of  Or- 
leans and  Bourbon ; the  counts  of  Eu,  Vendomc, 
and  Richemont;  the  marefchal  of  Boucicaut;  and 
above  fourteen  thoufand  of.  inferior  rank,  were 
taken  prifoners ; While  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifli, 
the  duke  of  York  was  the  only  perfon  of  confe- 
quence  who  fell ; and  their  whole  lofs  did  not  ex- 
ceed forty  men,  ■ 

^ P Heniy  immediately  purfued  his  tri- 
1+15, 1416.  umphant  march  to  Calais;  but  the  in- 
confiderable  number  of  his  troops  did  not  allow 
him  to  improve  his  advantage.  From  Calais  he 
paflfed  over  with  his  prifoners  to  England,  and 
foon  after  concluded  a truce  with  the  minifters  of 
Charles.  But  whatever  reafons  might  deter  the 
Englifli  monarch  from  returning  with  frefli  forces 
to  the  infbnt  conqueft  of  France,  that  kingdom. 
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on  the  news  of  his  victory,  was  fliaken  by  the  moft 
violenr  convulfions.  Conftcrnation  and  affright 
pervaded  every  province ; and  the  death  of  the 
dauphin  Lewis,  though  his  charaSer  afforded  no 
pronufe  of  happier  times,  heightened  the  confu- 
fion,  by  rite  iufpicious  circumftances  which  ac- 
trempaoied  his  indifpofition.  His  fecond  brother 
John,  who  Succeeded  to  his  rights  and  title, 
and  who  -rnarried  the  daughter  of  the  duke 
of  Burgundy,  within  a year  was  involved  in  the 
fame  uncxpefled  fate ; and  the  voice  of  a jealous 
people,  which  even  glanced  at  the  queen,  more 
loudly  accufed  the  king  of  Sicily,  the  Ion  of  the 
duke  of  Anjou,  who  expired  at  Calabria,  of  ad- 
minidering  poifon  to  John,  that  he  might  pro- 
jpFiote  the  intereft  of  Charles,  the  third  fon  of  the 
king  of  France,  on  whom  his  daughter  had  bc- 
ftowed  her  hand,  and  on  whom  the  title  of  dauphin  - 
now  devolved. 

The  fword  of  conftable  had  been  be- 

A.D.144^ 

flowed,  after  the  defeat  of  Azincourt,  on 
the  countof  Armagnac ; whofe  entcrprifingmeafurcs 
compelled  tlte  duke  of  Burgundy  to  relinquilh  the 
adminiftration  that  he  had  ufuiped,  and  drove  him 
from  court  to  feck  refuge  in  his  own  territories. 
From  .thence  he  was  foon  invited  by  new^diffen- 
fions  in  the  royal  family.  The  queen  had  amaded, 
by  years  pf  fuccefllve  rapacity,  an  immenfe  trea- 
iiirc  i the  dauphin  was  perfuaded  not  only  to  feize  ] 
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it  for  the  public  ufe,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  exe<. 
cute  an  aft  of  exemplary  vengeance  on  one  of  her 
minions  who  had  difhonourcd  his  father’s  bed. 
The  queen  herfclf  was  fent  to  Tours,  and  ftriftly 
conBned.  But  the  fpirit  of  Ifabella  could  ill 
brook  thefe  reiterated  infults  j and  fhe  no  longer 
fcrupled  to  enter  into  a correfpondencc  with  the 
duke  of  Burgundy.  As  her  fon,  the  dauphin,  was 
attached  to  the  houfe  of  Orleans,  fhe  foon  extended 
her  refentment  to  him.  Delivered  from  her  con- 
finement by  the  arms  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  Ihc 
is  fuppofed  to  have  received  that  prince  with  the 
fame  criminal  complaifance  as  flie  had  before  Ihewn 
to  the  duke  of  Orleans  whom  he  had  caufed  to  be 
affalTinated.  She  affumed  the  title  and  authority 
of  regent,  to  which  Ihe  had  been  nominated  by  a 
former  edift  of  the  king.  She  fixed  the  feat  of 
her  independent  refidcnce  at  Troyes;  and  fanc- 
tioned  by  her  name  the  enterprifes  of  her  new 
^ly  againft  the  minifters  of  her  fon,  who,  Ihe  af. 
ferted,  detained  her  royal  confort  in  captivity. 

a.d.  Henry  the  Fifth  had  landed  again  in 
*♦>«.  >4>9-  Normandy,  and  reduced  that  fertile 
province  to  his  obedience.  Lide-Adam,  one  of 
the  captains  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  fuddenly 
prefented  himfelf  before  the  gates  of  Paris;  was 
admitted  into  the  city  by  the  partiality  or  treach- 
ery of  a burgher;  and  headed  an  infqrreftion  of  the 

people. 
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people,  in  which  the  pcrfon  of  the  king  was  leized, 
and  the  count  of  Armagnac,  the  .chancellor,  and 
the  principal  adherents  of  the  Orleans  party,  were 
inhumanly  malTacred.  The  dauphin  himfelf  efcaped 
with  difEculty,  through  the  vigilance  and  addrels 
of  Tannegui  de  Chattel  j and,  reje(tting  the  foli- 
citations  of  his  mother  to  return  to  Paris,  feaired 
himfelf  within  the  walls  of  PoidHers. 

The  king  of  England,  with  an  army  fuperior 
to  open  refiftance,  had  already  fhaken  the  walls 
of  Rouen.  To  the  cardinal  des  Urfins,  who  en- 
treated him  to  think  of  peace,  and  to  moderate 
his  pretenfions,  “ Do  you  not  fee,”  he  replied, 
‘f  that  God  has  led  me  hither  as  by  the  hand: 
Every  thing  here  is  in  the  utmoft  conttifion; 
“ no  one  thinks  of  refitting  me.  Can  I have  a 
“ more  fenfihle  proof  that  the  Being  who  dif- 
“ pgfes  of  empires  has  determined  to  place  the 
crown  pf  France  on  my  head?”  Yet  Henry 
was  fenfible  what  obttacles  ttill  remained  for  him 
to  furmount;  he  had  already  experienced  the 
difficulties  of  procuring  fupplies  from  the  Eng- 
lifh  parliament:  and  his  coffers  were  exhautted 
by  a fucccfllon  of  vidlories.  However  Battering 
the  profpedt  might  be  fo  his  ambition,  his  policy 
induced  him  gradually  to  leffen  his  demand; : and 
he  fixed,  as  the  price  of  peace,  his  marriage 
y»ith  the  princefs  Catharine,  and  all  the  provinces 
gcdcfi  to  Edward  the  Third  by  the  treaty  of  Brc- 

tigny^ 
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' tigny,'with  the  addition  of  Normandy,  which  he 
was  to  receive  in  full  and  entire  fovereigsty.  Ifa- 
bella,  dclfitute  of  every  feeling  as  a queen  and 
a nKTther,  and  infatiate  of  revenge  againft  her  per- 
fonal  enemies,  inftantly  clofcd  with  the  terms 
propofed,  and  even  condufted  her  daughter  to 
Troyes,  in  Champagne,  where  the  nuptials  with 
Henry  were  to  be  folemnized.  But  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  ftill  licHtatcd.  Whether  a fpark  of  pa- 
triotifm  ftill  glowed  within  his  bofom,  and  fuffered 
him  not  to  fubferibe  a treaty  fo  pernicious  to  his 
country;  whether  he  dreaded  the  rifrng  genius 
of^  Henry,  and  forefaw  his  own  ruin  in  the  ag- 
grandilcincnt  of  the  Englifla  monarch,  he  feized 
the  interval,  prefled  his  negociations  with  the 
dauphin,  and  confented  to  an  accomipod^ion  to 
relcue  his  country  from  deftruftion. 

Whatever  were  the  views  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
^ gund}’,  the  conduct  of  the  dauphin  has 
for  ever  ftained  his  memory  with  the 
Hackeft  treachery.  An  interview  was  appointed 
between  the  two  princes  at  the  bridge  of  Monte- 
jcau-ftir-Yonne : But  the  former  was  ftill  confei- 
ous  of  his  dark  and  bloody  crime  in  the  aflafllna- 
rion  of  the  duke  of  Orleans ; he  dreaded  the  ven- 
geance due  to  his  guilt,  and  ftudiouflr  procrafti- 
nated  the  fatal  hour  of  conference.  Every  pre- 
caution was  taken  to  remove  his  fears ; lofty  rails 
were  erefted  acrofs  the  bridge ; and  it  wa*  agreed 
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that  only  ten  perfons  on  each  fide  fliould  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  vacant  fpace.  Even  to  the  laft 
moment  his  reluctance  was  extreme ; but  he  had 
now  advanced  too  far  to  retreat.  He  entered  the 
fatal  gate,  and  threw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the 
dauphin  : At  that  inftant,  Tannegui  de  Challel, 
with  fcveral  others  of  the  dauphin’s  party,  and 
who  had  been  attached  to  the  late  duke  of  Or- 
leans, fprung  over  the  barrier.  The  firft  blow 
was  given  by  Chaftcl ; and  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
immediately  fell,  pierced  with  an  hundred  wounds-- 
His  friends,  aftonilhed,  and  incapable  of  rehR- 
ance,  were  either  taken  prifoners,  or  involved  in 
his  fate. 

The  patience  of  the  reader  muft  have  been  al- 
ready fatigued  by  the  long  feries  of  bloody  crimes 
which  marks  this  turbulent  and  fanguinary  aera;  . 
but  the  lail  atrocious  deed  claims  fuch  a pre-emi- 
nence of  guilt  as  again  awakens  our  attention  and 
indignation:  We  "behold  a prince,  on  whom  an 
extenfive  kingdom  long  haraifed  by  foreign  and 
domeftic  war,  refted  her  laft  hopes,  defpife  all  prin-  _ 
ciples  of  honour,  trample  on  every  law,  and  be- 
come the  bafe  accomplice  of  a cowardly  aiTalH- 
nation.  The  extreme  youth  of  the  dauphin  has 
indeed  been  pleaded  in  extenuation  of  his  con- 
duct; but  in  his  more  mature  years  he  retained 
about  his  perfon,  and  (Jiftinguifhed  by  every  mark 
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of  afFc(5Hon  and  confidence  the  perpetrators  of 
the  flagitious  action.  The  bands  of  civil  focietf 
•were  loofened  by  the -royal  example;  and  the 
flames  of  war,  which  might  have  been  extinguilh- 
ed,  or  their  fury  at  leaft  aflliaged,  broke  forth 
with  increafe  of  violence.  Ifabella,  loud  in  her 
complaints,  »nd  impatient  for  vengeance,  inftant- 
ly  bellowed  the  'hand  of  Catharine  on  Henry,  and 
cclelx-ated  their  nuptials  at  Troyes.  Philip,  the 
fon  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  who  fucepeded 
to  the  honours  and  dominions  of  his  father,  joined 
the  EnglilTi  ftandard,  and  only  ftipulated  the  mar- 
riage of  his  filler  with  the  duke  of  Bedford,  the 
brother  of  Henry,  and  the  profeription  of  his 
fiither’s  aflaflins.  The  city  of  Paris,  long  partial 
to  the  houfe  of  Burgundy,  rofe  in  arms,  and  filled 
every  llreet  with  feenes  of  bloody  tumult ; while 
the  unhappy  Charles  the  Sixth,  funk  into  imbe- 
cility, and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  natural 
enemy  of  his  country,  fandtioned  by  his  name 
the  unbounded  ambition  of  Hcnry^  and  the  im-, 
placable  pafiions  of  Ifabella. 

In  the  new  treaty  concluded  between 
‘ ’ the  kings  of  France  and  Eingland  and 

the  duke  of  Burgundy,  it  was  agreed  that  Charles 
during  his  life  Ihould  enjoy  the  title  and  dignity 
of  king  of  France ; that  Henry  Ihould  be  de- 
clared heir,  and  immediately  entrulled  with  the 

rein^ 
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reins  of  government,  and  that  that  kingdom 
ihouldpaisto  his  heirs  general ; that  France  and 
England  Ihould  for  ever  be  united  under  one 
king,  but  ihould  ftill  retain  their  leveral  ufages, 
cuftoms,  and  privileges;  that  all  the  princes, 
peers,  vaflals,  and  communities  of  France  ihould 
fwear,  that  they  would  both  adhere  to  the  future 
iuccefllon  of  Henry,  and  pay  him  prefent  obedi- 
ence as  regent ; that  this  prince  ihould  unite  his 
arms  to  thofe  of  king  Charles  and  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  in  order  to  fubdue  the  adherents  of  the 
pretended  dauphin;  and  that  thefc  three  princes 
ihould  make  no  peace  or  truce  with  him  hut  by 
common  confent  and  agreement. 

As  foon  as  the  dauphin  received  in- 
telligence of  the  treaty  of  Troyes,  he 
aflumed  the  title  of  regent,  and  declared  his  de-  ' 
termination  to  depend  for  the  maintenance  of  k 
on  God  and  his  fword.  But  unable  to  refifl:  die 
confederacy  of  his  enemies,  he  retired  into  the 
fouthern  provinces,  and  fortified  himfelf  in  the 
countries  beyond  the  Loire.  Henry,  in  the  mean 
time,  occupied  Sens,  and  made  himfelf  matter  of 
Montercau ; where  the  duke  of  Burgundy  found 
the  corpfe  of  his  father  indecently  buried  in  the 
cloaths  in  which  he  was  flain.  His  pious  care 
embalmed  it,  and  conveyed  it  in' a leaden  coffin 
to  Dijon.  The  garrifon  and  governor  of  Melon 

for 
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for  four  months  checked  the  progrefs  of  the  Eng- 
li(h ; but  that  town  was  at  length  reduced ; and 
Henry,  after  entrufting  Paris  to  the  vigilance  of  his 
uncle,  the  duke  of  Exeter,  croffed  over  to  England, 
to  provide  the  fupplies  neceflary  for  the  enfuing 
campaign.  He  had  already  levied  a new  army 
of  four  thoufand  men  at  arms,  and  .twenty-four 
thoufand  archers,  when  his  embarkation  was  haf- 
tened  by  an  important  and  unexpc(5bed  defeat. 

When  Charles,  the  dauphin,  retired  beyond 
the  Loire,  he  was  almoft  entirely  deftitute  of  mo- 
ney or  troops.  The  former  he  procured  to  fup- 
ply  his  prefent  exigencies  by  the  dangerous  mea- 
fure  of  debafing  his  coin ; and  Scotland,  jealous 
of  the  progrcls  of  Henry,  and  fearful  of  the  in- 
evitable ruin  of  her  ancient  ally,  permitted  a body 
of  feven  thouland  men,  under  the  command  of 
the  earl  of  Buchan,  fecond  fon  to  the  duke  of 
Albany,  then  regent  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  France  for  the  fupport  of^ the  dauphin. 
Henry  had  endeavoured  to  recall  rhefe  in  the 
name  of  the  Scottilh  king,  at  that  time  his  pri- 
foner ; but  the  earl  of  Buchan  replied,  that  lie 
would  obey  no  commands  which  came  from  a 
king  in  captivity ; and  thar  a prince,  while  in  the 
hands  of  his  enemy,  was  entitled  to  no  autho- 
rity. 

The  duke  of  Clarence,  a younger  brother  of 

the 
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the  king  of  England,  had  made  an  incurfion  into 
Anjou,  and  had  attempted  to  furprife  die  Sootcli, 
then  encamped  by  themfdves  at  Beauge.  The 
earl  of  B«chan  in  a few  moments  gave  to  his 
troops  an  order  and  a field  of  batde.  Vifiorf 
was  long  obftinately  difputed;  but  the  Eng- 
lilh  were  at  laft  defeated.  The  duke  of  Clarence 
himfclf  was  Gain  by  Sir  Allan  Swinton,  a Scotch 
knight  i the  carls  of  Somcriet,  Dorfer,  and  Hunt- 
ingdon-were  taken  prifoners.  Charles  received 
with  tranfport  the  news  of  this  firft  advantage 
which  he  had  obtained  over  the  arms  of  his  ene- 
mies ; and  to  reward  the  fervices  of  the  earl  of 
Buchati,  he  bellowed  on  him  the  fword  of 
conftable, 

But  his  exultation  foon  faded  on  the  arrival  of 
Henry:  The  king  of  England  was  received  in 
.Paris  by  the  acclamations  of  the  citizens ; and  he 
immediately  led  his  army  to  the  relief  of  Cliar- 
fres,  which  was  befieged  by  the  dauphin.  That 
prince  was  compelled  to  retire  before  tlie  fuperior 
■umbers  of  his  rival,  who  purfued  him  as  6r  as 
Orleans.  On  his  return  he  received  die  fub- 
miffion  of  Dreux  5 and  at  the  requeft  of  the  Pa- 
rifians  befieged  Meaux:  It  was  obftinately  de- 
fended by  the  baftard  of  V arus,  as  renowned  for 
his  bravery  as  he  was  detefted  for  his  inhumanity. 
He  had  ignominioufly  executed  all  the  Englifii 
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and  adherents  of  the  duke  of  Burgtindy  who  fell 
into  his  hands.  His  defpair  protrafted  his  fate 
for  eight  months : At  length  Meaux  furrendered  ^ 
and  Henry  immediately  commanded  the  gover- 
nor to  be  fufpended  from  a neighbouring  tree, 
Uic  inftrument  of  his  former  barbarities. 

At  Paris,  a folemn  procefs  was  inftituted  againft 
the  dauphin  for  the  murder  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy : He  was  fummoned  to  appear  before  a 
tribunal  of  his  enemies;  his  abfence  was  con- 
ftrued  into  a proof  of  his  guilt  j and  he  was  pro- 
nounced incapable  of  fuccceding  to  the  erown. 

This  fentence  was  foon  after  followed  by  the  in- 
telligence that  queen  Catharine  was  delivered  of 
3 fon  at  Windfor;  the  event  was  celebrated  by 
equal  rqoicings  at  Paris  and  at  London;  the- 
royal  infant,  who  was  baptized  by  the  name  of 
his  father,  Henry,  was  confidefcd  as  the  fucceffor 
to  both  kingdoms,  and  feemed  to  extinguilh  even 
the  hopes  of  the  dauphin.  That  prince,  chafed 
beyond  the  Loire,  deferred  entirely  by  the  north- 
ern provinces,  deftitute  of  treafures  and  troops 
to  oppoft  his  profperous  competitor,  prepared  to 
meet  with  fortitude  the  deftruftion  which  it  feem- 
ed impofliblc  to  avoid ; when  he  was  preferved 
by  one  of  thofc  fortunate  incidents  which  fo  of- 
ten baffle  the  plans  of  the  moft  profound  policy, - 
and  decide  the  fate  of  empires, 

Henry 
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Henry  had  determined  to  open  the 
enfuing  campaign  with  the  invafion  of  * 

Picardy,  and  appeared  in  the  field  early  in  the 
month  of.  July.  The  united  forces  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  and  Burgundians  threatened  to  overwhelm  all 
oppofition  : But  while  he  halted  at  Scnlis,  to  al- 
low the  earl  of  Warwick  time  to  fcour  the  adja- 
cent country,  he  was  re-called  to  Paris  by  the  in- 
telligence that  the  fickle  citizens  wavered  in  their 
allegiance,  and  had  already  entered  into  a cor- 
refpondence  with  the  dauphin,  to  betray  the  ca- 
pital into  his  power.  The  unexpefted  appearance 
of  Henry  confounded  their  intrigues,  and  com- 
manded their  obedience.  The  king  of  England 
immediately  returned  to  Senlis,  to  prefs  the  ope- 
rations of  war  j where,  amidft  the  pride  of  vic- 
tory, and  the  profped  of  dominion,  he  was  at- 
tacked by  a complaint,  which  the  ignorance  of 
the  age  rendered  mortal.  A fiftula  with  which 
he  was  feized,  foon  terminated  in  a mortification ; 
and  Henry,  fenfible  of  his  approaching  end,  de- 
voted, with  manly  firmnefs,  the  few  remaining 
moments  of  life  to  the  concerns  of  his  kingdom 
and  his  family,  and  to  the  pious  duties  of  re- 
ligion. 

To  the  duke  of  Bedford,  his  elder  brother,  he 
left  the  regency  of  France  j that  of  England  he 
committed  to  the  duke  of  Gloccfter,  his  younger 
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brother;  and  to  the  earl  of  Warwick,  he  entruRetf 
the  important  care  of  his  Ion’s  perfon  and  edu- 
cation. He  entreated  thde  noblemen  to  continue 
to  his  Hifant  offspring  the  fidelity  and  attachment 
which  he  himfelf  had  always  experienced  from 
them  i he  expre(l«l  his  confidence  that  the  final 
acquifition  of  France  would  be  the  effed  of  their 
prudence  and  valour ; he  recomnnended  to  them 
to  maintain  tlie  friendlhip  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy ; never  to  give  liberty  to  the  French  pri- 
foners  taken  at  Azincourt,  till  his  fon  was  of 
age,  and  could  hold  the  reins  of  government 
himfelf : And  he  conjured  them,  if  the  fuccefs  of 
their  arms  fliould  not  enable  them  to  place  young 
Henry  on  the  throne  of  France,  never  to  make 
peace  with  that  kingdom,  unlels  Charles  of  Valois, 
for  fo  he  termed  the  dauphin,  Ihould  confent  at 
lead  to  annex  Normandy  to  the  crown  of  England, 
as  fome  compenfation  for  the  enterprifes  he  had 
engagtd  in,  and  for  the  pretenfions  which  they 
would  relinquifl). 

After  having  thus  delivered  his  advice  to  the 
.nobles  whom  he  honoured  with  his  friendlhip, 
the  dying  monarch  afliduoufly  applied  himfelf  to 
his  devotions,  and  declared  his  ferious  intention, 
when  he  had  completely  fubdued  France,  to  have 
marched  againft  the  infidels,  and  attempted  the 
recovery  of  the  Holy  Land.  Even  the  mind  of 
. - - 4 . Henry, 
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JHcnryi  ftrong  and  penetrating  as  it  was,  had  not 
efcaped  the  prejudices  of  a martial  and  fuperftitious 
age  i and  he  hoped  to  atone  for  the  crimes  of  bis 
father,  and  the  bloody  confequences  of  his  own 
ambitioni  by  again  deluging  Palelline  with  the 
blood  of  unbelievers : Confoled  by  this  pious  relb- 
lution,  with  the  calmed  tranquillity  he  expired  in, 
the  tenth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the  thirty-fourth 
year  of  his  age. 

As  the  fuccelsful  irivaderj  and  the  nominal  regent 
of  France,  the  charafler  of  Henry  commands  our 
attention  i his  abilities  were  equally  didlnguilhed 
in  the  field  and  the  cabinet}  and  while  we  admire 
the  boldrtels  of  his  enterprifesj  we  cannot  refufe 
our  praife  to  the  fltilful  manner  in  which  they  were 
conduced : His  affability  attached  to  his  fervice  his 
friends  j his  addrefs  and  clemency  vanquiihed  his 
enemies.  The  unceafing  attention  which  he:  paid 
to  the  adminidration  of  juftice}  and  the  feverc 
difcipline  which  he  preferved  in  his  armies,  alle- 
viated the  calamities  of  the  inceffant  hodilities  by  ' 
which  France  and  England  were  agitated  during 
his  diort  and  fplendid  reign.  He  received  into 
favour  the  earl  of  Marche,  who  had  a better  title 
to  the  crown  of  England  than  himfclf ; and  that 
nobleman  fafely  confided  in  the  fricndlhip  of  a 
monarch,  above  the  low  jealoufies  which  fo  fr^ 
quently  refide  in  royal  bofoms.  One  frailty  only 
G g 2 feems 
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feems  to  have  alloyed  the  purity  of  his  charafter 
but  it  was  the  blcmifli  of  a great  and  noble  mind  j. 
the  love  of  arms  and  military  glory. 

^ The  unhappy  Charles,  the  father- 

in-law  of  Henry,  furvived  him  only 
fifty-fix  days;  The  dawn  of  his  underftanding 
had  prefented  the  faifcft  profpeft  to  his  fubjcds  5 
but  it  was  overcaft  by  the  clouds  of  infanity  j and 
the  tranfient  return  of  reafon  ferved  only  to  ex- 
pofe  to  him  the  infamy  of  his  confort,  the  mifery 
of  his  people,  and  his  own  wretchednefs.  After 
the  death  of  the  duchefs  .of  Orleans,  his  queen 
prefented  to  him  another  miftrefs,  who  foon  ac- 
quired the  fame  afcendancy  over  him.  Odette  tic 
Champdivers  was  daughter  to  a dealer  in  hoifes  j 
young,  lively,  and  beautiful,  flie  alone  had  any 
influence  over  the  dilfradted  Charles,  who  coha- 
bited with  her,  and  even  had  by  her  a daughter, 
named  Margaret  de  Valois,  whom  his  fuccefibr 
acknowledged  as  his  filler,  and  liberally  por- 
tioned. In  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
forty-third  of  his  reign,  Charles  was  difmilTcd  from 
a life  of  mifery  to  the  grave:  Mis  laft  moments 
were  attended  only  by  a fingle  gentleman  of  the 
bed-chamber,  a confellbr,  and  an  almoner;  and 
the  ceremony  of  his  funeral  was  haftily  peitormed 
•without  the  honours  due  to  his  rank,  or  the  atten- 
dance of  the  princes  of  his  blood. 

Chapiter 
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Chapter  the  Seventeenth. 


<HARACTER  of  CHARLES  THE  SEVENTH,- CON- 

’■  DUCT  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  BEDFORD. BATTLES  OF  . 

CREVANT  AND  VERNEUIL. DIFFERENCE  BE- 

TWEEN THE  DUKES  OF  BURGUNDY  AND  QLOCES- 
TER. SIEGE  OF  ORLEANS. BATTLE  OF  HER- 

RINGS.—ACCOUNT  OF  JOAN  d’aRCj  SURNAMED 

THE  MAID  OF  ORLEANS; ENTERS  ORLEANS,  AND 

STORMS  THE  ENTRENCHMENTS  OF  THE  ENGLISH- 
—THE  SIEGE  OF  ORLEANS  RAISED. 


is  the  celebrated  remark  of  a pro- 
found hillorian,  “ that  there  is  in  all  ' ‘ 

“ governments  an  ultimate  point  of  depreflion 
" and  elevation,  at  which  affairs  revent  and  re- 
“ turn  in  a contraiy  diredion  andthejuftice 
of  the  obfervation  is  ftrongly  exemplified  in  that 
a;ra  of  the  French  monarchy  which  is  the  .imme- 
diate objed  of  our  attention.  Greaj  part  of  the 
^ nobility  of  France  had  perilhed  on  the  fatal  plains 
I . G g 3 of 
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of  Azincourt;  her  princes  were  the  captives  of 
the  viftors,  or  had  drawn  their  hoftile  fwords 
againft  each  other ; her  provinces  were  ravaged, 
her  treafurcs  exhaufted,  and  her  cities  depopu- 
lated. The  feeble  age  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  at 
the  deceafe  of  his  father  only  nine  months  old, 
was  fupplied  by  the  integrity,  the  ability,  and  the 
experience  of  his  two  uncles,  the  dukes  of  Bed- 
ford and  of  Glocefter.  On  the  former,  the  admi- 
niftration  of  France  was  devolved;  his  prudence, 
Jiis  valour,  and  his  generofity  qualified  him  for 
the  important  truft ; he  was  feconded  by  the  moll 
renowned  generals  of  the  age,  and  was  at  the 
head  of  armies  enured  to  viftory,  while  the  whole 
power  of  England  was  at  his  command ; and  the 
northern  provinces  of  France,  already  reduced 
to  fubmiflion,  contributed  their  efforts  to  in- 
volve the  remainder  of  the  kingdom  in  the  fame 
fubjedlion. 

The  meflenger  which  imparted  to  the  dauphin 
the  news  of  his  father’s  death,  added  the  unwel- 
come tidings  that  Henry  of  Lancafter  had  been 
folemnly  proclaimed  at  Paris,  king  of.  England 
and  of  France.  A fugitive  in  the  mountains  of 
Auvergne,  attended  only  by  fome  princes  of  the 
blood,'  and  a few  brave  adventurers,  Charles  hefi- 
tated  not  to  affume  a title  to  which  he  had  lb 
juft  a claim ; he  was  faluted  king  by  his  faithful 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


45$ 

band  of  adherents ; and,  in  the  twentieth  year  of 
his  age,  was  crowned  at  Poiftiers ; Rhelms,  the 
ufual  place  for  that  ceremony,  being  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  Englilh.  But  amidft  the  diftrcfl« 
which  furrounded  him,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
his  new  llation  required  every  exertion  of  pru- 
dence and  activity  ■,  fo  extreme  was  his  penury^that 
by  the  fale  of  his  royal  conlbrt’s  plate  and  jewels, 
he  could  fcarce  fupply  the  immediate  demands  for 
his  drels  and  table.  A powerhil  and  prolperous 
monarchy  was  armed  againft  him ; bis  own  capital, 
with  the  moil  defirable  provinces  of  his  kingdom, 
refufed  their  allegiance;  and  even  thofe  who  by 
the  ties  of  blood  and  nature  were  bound  to  fup- 
port  him,  were  cloiely  leagued  with  his  enemies. 
His  kinfman,  Philip,  duke  of  Burg;undy,  purfued 
him  as  the  alTafiin  of  fais  father ; and  his  mother 
Ifabella  alTailed  his  life  with  unwearied  rage  and 
unnatural  enmity. 

Yet  feme  rays  of  hope  gleamed  through  the 
clouds  of  adverfity  which  darkened  his  acceilion. 
He  was  the  true  and  undoubted  heir  of  the  mo- 
narchy ; all  aealous  Frenchmen  confidered  his 
eftablilhment  as  the  teft  of  the  independence  of 
their  country ; the  a^  of  excluhon  which  had 
paired  at  Paris,  was  regarded  with  juft  contempt; 
the  injuries  which  France  had  fulFered  in  a long 
fOurCc  of  hoftilities,  had  inflamed  the  minds  of  the 
G ^ 4 inhabitants 
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inhabitants  againfl;  the  Engliih,  and  taught  them 
to  4ook  up  to  Charles  as  their  deliverer : They 
beheld  the  implacability  of  Ifebella  with  horror ; 
and  they  loaded  the  duke  of  Burgundy  with  re- 
proaches for  facrificing  the  interelb  of  his  country, 
to  his  private  refentments. 

THie  charaftcr  of  Charles  the  Seventh  began 
about  this  time  to  unfold  itfeif.  The  guilt  of 
Monterean  was  loft  in  a difpofition  which  on 
every  other  bccafioo  feemed  diftinguifhed  by  its 
benignity  and  geaerofity.  EaTy  and  familiar  in  his 
manners,  he  fecured  the  love  of  thofe  who  ap- 
proached his  prefence ; mild  and  forgiving,  his 
pardon  was  readily  extended  to  thofe  who  had 
even  infulted  his  perfon  and  bis  throne.  Though 
the  love  of  pleafure  might  fometimes  triumph 
over  the  duties  of  his  ftation,  yet  on  great  emer- 
gencies, and  in  the  hour  of  danger,  he  difplayed 
a fpirit  which  attrafted  the  admiration  of  a gal- 
lant people.  ; A few  days  before  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  was  preferved  from  deftruefion  by 
an  accident  which  impreffed  his  followers  with 
the  moft  aufpicious  hopes,  and  the  vifible  protec- 
tion of  a Divine  Providence.  The  room,  in  which 
he  was  giving  audience  at  Rochelle,  fuddenly 
; fell  in ; many  were  killed,  moft  were  wounded } 
but  the  chair  of  the  dauphin,  in  its  defeent,  was 
intercepted  by  a thick  wall,  on  which  it  fortu- 
nately 
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natcly  rcftcd ; and  he  remained  unhurt  amidft  the 
general  tumult  and  diftradion. 

The  attention  of  his  adverfary,  the  ^ ^ 
duke  of  Bedford,  immediately  on  the  ’ ’ 

death  of  his  brother,  had  been  prudently  direfted 
to  ftrengthen  the  interefts  of  the  Englilh  by  new 
' alliances.  The  provinces  which  they  had  already 
liibdued,  lay  between  the  dominions  of  the  dukes 
of  Burgundy  and  Brittany ; and  the  friendfhip  of 
the  latter  was  an  objeft  of  the  higheft  impor- 
tance. He  had  already  been  repeatedly  difgufted 
by  the  minifters  of  Charles,  and  had  acceded  to 
the  treaty  of  Troyes:  His  brother,  the  count  of 
Richemont,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner  at  the 
battle  of  Azincourt,  poITcflcd  an  unbounded  in- 
fluence over  him.  The  regent  releafed  the  count 
from  his  parole,  on  which  he  had  been  permitted 
by  Henry  the  Fifth  to  vifit  his  native  country;  he 
perfuaded  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  whofe  younger 
After  he  himfclf  had  married,  to  beftow  on  him 
the  hand  of  his  cldeft  After,  the  widow  of  the 
deceafed  dauphin  Lewis,  die  elder  brother  of 
Charles ; and  endeavoured  to  fecure  him  by  the 
prevalent  motives  of  intereft  to  fecond  the  efforts 
of  the  EngliAi  arms. 

To  thefe  negociations  fucceeded  the  operations 
of  war.  Charles,  ftill  defirous  of  employing  his 
enemies  in  the  provinces  north  of  the  Loire, 
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contefted  every  caftle  with  politic  obftinacy.  He 
had  been  lately  reinforced  by  numbers  of  the 
Scots;  and  John  Stuart,  conftable  of  Scotland, 
■with  the  lord  of  Eftiffac,  had  formed  the  of 
Crevant,  b Burgundy.  The  earls  of  Salilbuiy 
and  Suffolk  marched  to  its  relief;  the  beficgers 
were  routed,  with  the  lols  of  above  a thoufand 
men ; and  the  conftable  of  Scotland,  with  the 
count  of  Ventadour,  were  taken  prifoners.  Thi« 
viSory  was  attended  by  the  capture  of  Gaillon 
upon  the  Seine,  and  la  Charite  upon  the  Loire ; 
and  the  paffage  of  that  river  feemed  opened  to  the 
EagliA. 

Cltarfcs  was  lenfible  that  the  war 
■****’  could  not  long  be  protraflcd  if  the 
(buthern  provinces  were  expofed  to  the  ravages 
of  his  enemies ; the  late  defeat  had  not  broken 
bis  fpirit,  or  induced  him  to  relinquilh  a fyftcm, 
the  propriety  of  which  he  was  fo  well  affured  of. 
The  duke  of  Bedford  had  been  for  three  months 
engaged  in  the  fiege  of  Yvri  in  Normandy ; and 
the  governor  finding  his  refources  exhaufted,  had 
agreed  to  furrender  the  town,  unlefs  relieved  by  a 
certain  day.  The  king  of  France  hoped  by  a 
fuccefsful  enterprife  to  reftorc  the  luftre  of  his 
arms,  and  to  preferve  Yvri.  He  colledled  with 
diligence,  although  with  difficulty,  an  army  of 
fourteen  thoufand  men,  of  whom  one  half  were 
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Scots  I and  entmftcd  it  to  the  valour  and  ex- 
perience of  the  earl  of  Buchan,  conftable  of 
France,  who  had  already  didinguilhed  himlelf 
by  the  defeat  of  the  duke  of  Clarence.  That 
general  was  accompanied  by  the  earl  of  Douglas, 
the  duke  of  Alen^on,  the  marefchal  de  la  Fayett^ 
the  count  of  Aumale,  and  the  vifeount  of  Nar- 
bonne.  He  arrived  too  late  to  fuccour  Y vri,  which 
had  already  opened  her  gates } but  he  immediately  . 
invefted  Verncuil,  and  poflelTcd  himfelf  of  it  by 
the  levity  of  its  inhabitants.  He  had  fcarce  time 
to  fccure  his  new  conquefts  before  he  was  infomned 
of  the  approach  of  the  duke  of  Bedford.  A council 
of  war  was  immediately  afiembled  to  determine 
what  condudl  they  Ihould  purfuc.  In  vain  did  the 
moft  experienced  French  officers  uige  the  glory 
they  had  already  attained,  in' an  acquiGtion  no  Iclk 
important  than  the  place  which  they  had  been  fent 
to  relieve  i in  vain  did  they  remonftratc  on  the 
imprudence  of  hazarding  an  army,  the  laft  refburce 
of  their  king  j the  Scots  rejefted  with  contempt 
the  indignity  of  retiring  before  the  Englilh ; their 
opinions  were  erpoufed  by  the  rafh  and  prefumptu-  - 
pus,  and  they  refolved  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the 
duke  of  Bedford. 

The  armies  which  encountered  each  other  near 
Vemeuil  were  equally  balanced  in  point  of  num- 
bers. The  earl  of  Buchan  refolved  to  expeft 
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with  patient  firmnefs  the  charge  of  the  enemy ; 
but  his  meafurcs  were  difconcerted  by  the  impa- 
tience of  the  vifcount  of  Narbonne : That  noble- 
jnan,  with  the  troops  under  his  immediate  com- 
janand,  ruflicd  forward  to  attack  his  adverfaries ; ^ 
and  the  conftable,  to  fupport  him,  was  compelled 
to  abandon  the  advantageous  ground  which  he  had 
ichofen.  Yet  even  this  error  did  not  prevent  the 
day  from  being  obftinately  difputed ; the  Englifli 
archers  were  broken,  and  rallied  again  with  diffi- 
-cuity ; but  the  cavalry,  animated  by  the  prefence 
and  example  of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  charged  with 
irrefiftible  fury.  After  a bloody  conflid,  the 
French,  prefled  on  all  fides,  began  gradually  to 
retreat ; and  that  retreat  was  foon  clianged  into  a 
tumultuous  flight.  Four  thoufand  of  their  braveft 
foldiers,  with  the  earls  of  Buchan  and  Douglas, 
the  counts  Aumale,  Ventadour,  and  Narbonne, 
pcriflied  in  the  field.  The  body  of  the  latter,  as 
one  of  die  rriurderers  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
was  broken  on  the  wheel,  and  afterwards  expofed 
on  a gibbet.  But  the  vidors  purchafed  their  tri- 
umph at  the  expence  of  fixtecn  hundred  menj  a 
lofs  fo  unufual,  that  the  duke  of  Bedford  forbad  all 
all  rejoicings  for  his  fuccefs. 

Verneuil  capitulated  the  next  day ; and  the 
deftrudion  of  Charles  appeared  inevitable.  The 
equal  temper  with  which  he  fupported  a feries 
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of  inceffanc  misfortunes,  eftablilhed  his  fame; 
but  from  the  danger  which  threatened  to  over- 
whelm him,  he  could  only  be  faved  by  the  dif- 
fcnfions  of  his  enemies.  When  hope  was  extin- 
guiflied,  when  defpair  on  every  fide  encompafled 
him,  he  was  fuddenly  preferved  from  ruin ; and 
the  imprudence  of  the  Englifli  ravifticd  from  theif 
grafp  a conqueft  of  which  they  deemed  thcmfelves 
fecure. 

Jaqucline,  countefs  of  Hainault  and  Holland,^ 
and  heirefs  of  thofe  provinces,  haci  efpoy fed  John, 
duke  of  Brabant,  coufin  german  to  the  duke  of 
Burgundy ; The  marriage  had  been  diftated  by 
policy  ; but  the  mafeuline  fpirit  and  brilliant  ca- 
pacity of  the  princefs  defpifed  her  ill-forted  con- 
fort,  equally  feeble  in  body  and  mind,  and  who 
h.ad  only  attained  his  fifteenth  year.  Contempt 
was  foon  the  parent  of  antipathy ; and  impatient 
of  the  dilatory  mcafures  and  doubtful  determina- 
tion of  the  court  of  Rome,  Ihe  efcaped  into  Eng- 
land, and  folicited  the  protedlion  of  the  duke  of 
Glocefter.  The  impetuous  palTions  of  that  prince 
blinded  him  to  the  true  interefts  of  his  country 
the  charms  of  the  countefs,  the  inheritance  ihe  was 
poirefled  of,  prefented  thcmfelves  to  his  view. 
Without  waiting  for  a diipenfation  from  the  pope, 
without  endeavouring  to  conciliate  the  duke  of 
Burgundy,  he  entered  into  a marriage  contraft 
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^ih  Jaquelinc,  and  immediately  attempted  td 
render  himfelf  matter  of  her  dominions.  The 
duke  of  Burgundy  refented  the  injury  offered  to 
his  kinfman,  the  duke  of  Brabant ; he  encouraged 
him  to  refitt  the  ufurpationj  and  allured  to  his 
ttandard  the  fubjefts  of  Jaquelinc.  At  length  he 
openly  declared  in  his  favour,  and  marched  his 
troops  to  his  fupport;  while  the  quarrel,  which 
at  firft  was  political,  foon  became  perfonal,  from 
fbme  unguarded  cxprefllons  in  his  correlj^ndence 
with  the  duke  of  Gloucetter. 

That  prince,  to  fupport  his  pretenfions  in  Hai- 
nault  and  Holland,  had  intercepted  the  fuccours 
intended  for  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  for  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war  in  France  j and  the  fame  dif- 
lenfions  diverted  the  aid  which  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy had  engaged  to  furnifli.  In  vain  did  the 
regent  reprefent  to  his  brother  the  danger  of  alie- 
nating that  confederate,  whofe  fricndttiip  was  of 
the  utmott  importance,  and  whom  the  late  king  had 
enjoined  them  with  his  dying  breath,  to  gratify  by 
every  mark  of  regard  and  attachment.  Love  and 
ambition  occupied  the  foul  of  the  duke  of  Glocefter; 
he  ttill  perfitted  in  prefiing  the  war  in  the  Low 
Countries ; and  the  duke  of  Bedford,  inttead  of 
improving  the  viftory  of  Vcrneuil,  was  obliged  to 
crols  the  feas  to  England,  that  he  might  try,  by 
his  counfels  and  authority,  to  moderate  the  mca- 
furcs  of  his  brother.  ' 

The 
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The  pope  had  already  declared  void 
, ^ y , -IT  A.D.  14t{. 

the  contract  of  that  prince  with  Jaque- 

line ; and  alfo  added,  that  in  cafe  of  the  duke 
of  Brabant’s-  death,  fbc  (hould  not  be  at  liberty  to 
efpoufe  the  duke  of  Gtoceftcr.  Humphrey,  de- 
fpairing  of  fuccefs,  married  another  lady  of  inferior 
rank,  who  had  lived  feme  time  with  hkn  as  his 
miftrefs.  The  duke  of  Brabant  died ; and  his 
widow,  before  Ihe  coukl  recover  the  polfelfion  of 
her  dominions,  was  obliged  to  declare  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  her  heir,  in  cafe  flic  fhould  die  with- 
out iflue,  and  to  promife  never  to  marry  whhout 
his  content.  But  the  advantage  which  the  laaer 
prince  reaped  from  the  accommc<iation  of  thefc 
differences,  did  not  prevent  him  in  future  frono  re-  ' 
garding  the  Englifh  with  jealoufy ; and  the  fatisfac- 
tion  which  the  regent  enjoyed  from  reconciling  one 
ally,  was  foon  alloyed  by  the  unexpefled  defertion 
of  another. 

The  count  of  Richemont  had  ever  (hewn  hinafelf 
defirous  of  being  placed  at  the  head  of  an  army ; a 
truft  which  the  duke  of  Bedford  was  by  no  means 
willing  to  repofe  in  him.  Although  allied  by 
marriage  to  that  prince  and  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, thefe  feeble  bands  were  not  capiabie  of  re- 
fifting  the  torrent  of  his  military  ambition.  By 
the  death  of  the  earl  of  Buchan,  the  important  port 
6f  conftablc  of  France  was  vacant  ■,  and  Charles, 
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informed  of  the  difcontent  6f  the  carl  of  Riche- 
mont, offered  him  the  fword,  the  objefl;  of  his 
martial  defires.  The  count  clofed  with  the  pro- 
pofal ; and  his  influence  over  his  brother,  the  duke 
of  Brittany,  induced  that  prince  to  renounce  his 
engagements  with  England,  and  to  cfpoufe  the 
caufe  of  Charles  the  Seventh.  But  the  king  of 
France  purchafed  this  acccffion  of  ftrength  by  the 
moft  mortifying  concefllons ; to  gratify  the  duke 
of  Brittany,  he  was  obliged  to  difmifs  his  miniftcr, 
Louvet,  who  had  adhered  to  him  through  all  the 
viciflitudes  of  fortune;  and  the  count  of  Richemont 
infifted  that  Tannegiii  deCiiaftel,  the  faithful  com- 
panion of  Charles’s  misfortunes,  fliould  be  baniflied 
from  his  court,  as  the  murderer  of  his  father-in- 
law,  the  late  duke  of  Burgundy. 

An  Englifh  army  of  three  thoufand 
A.  D.  1416.  under  the  command  of  the  carl 

of  Warwick,  during  thefe  political  negociations, 
had  formed  the  fiege  of  Montargis,  and  that  place 
was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity.  Charles  col- 
ledted  a body  of  Cxteen  hundred  men,  and  en- 
trufted  them  to' a natural  forr  of  that  duke  of 
Orleans  who  had  been  affaffmated  by  the  duke  of 
Burgundy.  This  general,  who  was  afterwards  fo  fa- 
mous under  the  different  deferiptions  of  Baftard  of 
Orleans  and  count  of  Dunois,  difplayed  in  this  en-  • 
terprife  the  dawn  of  his  meridian  fortune  and  glory. 
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tie  attacked  the  enemy’s  entrenchments  with  pru- 
dence, valour,  and  fuccefs ; penetrated  into  Mon- 
targis,  and  compelled  the  Englifli  to  abandon  the 
fiege  with  difgrace. 

The  advantages  which  Charles  derived  from 
having  attached  to  his  fortunes  Arthur,  count  of 
Richemont,  was  in  fome  meafurc  balanced  by  the 
turbulent  and  ferocious  temper  of  that  haughty 
nobleman.  The  fword  of  the  conftablc  was  at 
frequently  unfheathed  againft  the  favourites,  as 
againft  the  enemies  of  the  king.  His  minifters,  the 
feigneur  dc  Guyac,  and  the  Camus, de  Beaulieu, 
with  the  marcfchal  de  Bouflac,  were  the  fuccelTive 
vidlims  to  Arthur’s  relentment.  But  while  he  in- 
fulted  the  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Poidtiers,  he 
reftored  its  authority  in  Normandy;  and  feveral 
important  pofts.on  the  frontiers  of  that  province 
were  recovered  from  the  Englilh. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  had  beheld 
with  indignation  the  levity  or  treachery  ' 
with  which  the  duke  of  Brittany  had  renounced  his 
former  engagements  to  enter  into  new  ones  with 
Charles.  Immediately  on  his  arrival  in  France, 
he  fecrctly  aflembled  a confiderable  army  to  chaf- 
tife  the  defertion  of  that  prince ; he  fuddenly  in- 
vaded the  province,  unprepared  for  refiftance ; he 
compelled  the  duke  to  renounce  his  late  alliance 
with  France;  to  fubferibe  to  the  treaty  of  Troyes  j 
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to  acknowledge  his  title  as  regent ; and  to  yield 
homage  to  Henry  for  his  duchy.  Succefsful  in 
this  enterprife,  he  entered  on  another  equally  im-  ' 
portant,  and  determined  to  inveft  the  city  of  Or- 
leans, which,  fituated  between  the  provinces  com- 
manded by  Henry  and  thofc  poffeffed  by  Charles, 
opened  an  cafy  entrance  to  cither.  The  army  for 
this  fiege,  which  confided  of  ten  thoufand  men, 
he  entruded  to  the  veteran  abilities  of  the  carl  of 
Salidiury.  The  fird  motions  of  the  Englidi  ap- 
prifed  Charles  of  their  intentions  j he  reinforced  the 
garrifon,  replenifhed  the  magazines,  and  appointed 
as  governor  the  lord  of  Gaucour,  a brave  and  ex- 
perienced captain. 

^ j3  The  forces  of  the  earl  of  Sali/bury 
1418, 1419.  ^erc  not  fufficicntly  numerous  to  inved 
Orleans  on  every  fide;  and  he  refolved  to  prefs 
his  attacks  againd  the  fouthern  quarter  towards 
Sologne,  and  leave  that  towards  the  Beaulfe  open 
to  the  enemy:  But  he  himfelf  was  killed  by  a 
cannon  ball,  in  a Ipirited  and  fuccefsful  attempt 
on  the  fortifications.  The  command,  on  the  death 
of  the  earl  of  Sali/bury,  devolved  on  the  carl  of 
Sufiblk.  The  army  was  reinforced  by  large  bodies 
of  the  French  and  Burgundians;  and  Orleans, 
under  his  direftions,  was  completely  inveded. 
The  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  and  the  rigour  of 
winter,  could  not  overcome  the  perfeverance  of 
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the  befiegers  j a chain  of  forts  was  arduoufly  eon- 
ftrudted ; yet  the  vacant  fpacts  ftill  allowed  fuc- 
cours  to  be  introduced ; the  garrifon,  before  the 
return  of  fprirtgj  was  fwelled  by  frequent  fupplies 
from  twelve  hundred  to  three  thoufand  men ; and 
their  hopes  were  raifed,  and  their  efforts  encou- 
raged, by  the  prefence  and  example  of  the  Baftard 
of  Orleans. 

The  French  themfelves,  to  diftrefs  the  befiegersi 
had  ravaged  and  exhaufted  the  adjacent  country  } 
and  the  Englifli  were  compelled  to  draw  their  fub- 
fiftence  from  a confiderable  diftance.  A convoy 
of  provifions  was  entrufted  to  the  conduft  of  Sir 
John  Falftoffe,  with  a feleft  detachment  of  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  men.  The  king  of  France, 
determined  to  exert  every  nerve  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  city,  colledlcd  a body  of  troops,  in 
number  about  four  thoufand,  and  appointed  the 
count  of  Clermont  to  command  them.  On  the 
approach  of  the  French,  Falftoffe  drew  up  his  men 
behind  the  waggons,  and  calmly  received  the 
fury  of  their  charge.  The  French  were  broken  by 
their  own  impetuofity ; five  hundred  perifhed  on 
the  field ; and  this  aftion,  from  the  provifions  of 
which  the  convoy  was  compofed,  obtained  the  name 
of  the  Battle  of  Ilerrinzs. 

Difappointed  in  his  attempt  to  relieve  Orleans 
by  arms,  the  king  of  France  now  endeavoured  to 
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preferve  it  by  policy.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  ftlH 
a prifoner  in  England,  had  obtained  from  the 
duke  of  Glocefter  and  his  council  the  promife  of 
a neutrality  in  his  demefnes;  and  that  tlicy  fliould 
be  fcqueftered  during  the  war  into  the  hands  of 
the  duke  of  Burgundy ; but  this  expedient  was 
firmly  rejefted  by  the  duke  of  Bedford  j and 
to  the 'importunities  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  he 
coolly  replied,  that  he  was  not  of  a humour  to 
beat  the  bulhes  while  others  ran  away  with  the 
game.  That  prince,  difgufted  with  his  refufal, 
feparated  his  forces  from  thofe  of  the  Englilli ; 
but  the  latter  ftill  preffed  the  fiege  with  in- 
creafe  of  ardour  ; and  the  jealoufy  of  the  former 
might  have  protrafted,  but  could  not  have  averted 
the  fate  of  Orleans ; when  it  was  preferved  by  an 
occurrence  fo  fingular  as  almoft  to  ftagger  be- 
lief, and  which  can  only  be  received  on  the  un- 
doubted teftimony  of  concurring  and  contemporary 
hiftorians.  ' 

Chailes,  deprefled  and  defponding,  had  already 
began  to  meditate  a retreat  into  Dauphine.  From 
this  intention  he  was  diverted  by  the  intrcatics  of 
his  queen,  Mary  of  Anjou,  a princefe  of  prudence 
and  fpirit ; and  by  the  more  perfuafrve  remon- 
ftrances  of  his  beautiful  miftrefs,  the  celebrated 
Agnes  de  Soreille.  That  lady,  in  a condition 
which  generally  enervates  the  mind,  difpjayed  a 
6 foul 
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ftail  noble  and  elevated  ; flie  declared  her  refolu- 
tion,  if  Charles  abandoned  the  throne  of  France, 
to  feek  in  England  a lover  more  worthy  of  her 
embraces  j and  Charles,  funk  in  indolence  and  in- 
atflivity,  was  roufed  by  her  powerful  eloquence  to 
the  purfuit  of  ambition  and  glory. 

While  he  anxioufly  and  hourly  expefted  the 
fatal  intelligence  that  Orleans  had  furrendered, 
his  attention  was  engaged  by  the  appearance  of 
a village  girl,  defined  to  prop  his  falling  for- 
tunes, and  rcftore  to  him  the  dominions  of  his 
anceftors.  In  the  village  of  Domremi,  near  Vau- 
couleurs,  on  the  borders  of  Lorraine,  at  a fmall 
inn,  refided  a female  fervant  called  Joan  d’Arc ; 
Ihe  had  been  accuftorped  to  ride  the  horfes  of  her 
mailer’s  guelts  to  water ; her  employment  and 
converfation  with  the  company  whom  Ihe  attended 
had  given  her  a degree  of  boldnefs  above  Ixe,-  fex; 
^d  llie  liljcned  with  picafure  to  the  martial  at- 
cliievements,  the  co.nllant  topics  of  converfation  in 
a warlike  age.  The  calamities  of  her  country,  and 
the  diftre'fs  of  her  fovereign,  were  the  objefls  of 
hej-  daily  thoughts  and  nightly  dreams.  She  was 
foon  infiamed  with  the  dcfire  of  avenging  on  the 
Englifn  the  mifery  of  France ; and  an  ignorant 
mind  might  pofllbly  millake  the  impulfe  of 'her 
palTions  for  heavenly  infpirations.  She  procured 
admifiion  to  Baudrecourr,  the  governor  of  \'au- 
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couleurs ; flie  declared  to  him  that  (lie  had  been 
exhorted  by  frequent  vifions  and  by  diftinft  voices, 
to  atchieve  the  deliverance  of  her  country ; and 
the  governor  either  equally  credulous  himfelf,  or 
fufficiently  penetrating  to  forefec  the  effeft  fuch 
an  enthufiaft  might  have  on  the  minds  of  the 
vulgar,  granted  her  an  efcort  to  the  French 
court,  which  at  that  time  refided  at  Chinon,  in 
Touraine. 

On  her  arrival  at  Chinon,  Ihe  is  faid  to  have 
diftinguilhed  Charles  from  his  courtiers,  thought 
divefted  of  every  enfign  of  royalty  j to  have  re- 
vealed a fccret  to  him  unknown  to  all  the  world 
bcfide  himfelf ; and  to  have  demanded  and  de- 
feribed  by  particular  marks,  a fword  which  fhe 
had  never  feen,  and  which  Ihe  required  as  the 
inftrument  of  her  future  vidtories  j flie  aflerted 
that  fhe  was  commiffioned  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Orleans,  and  condudt  him  to  Rheims,  to  be  there 
crowned  and  anointed.  Charles  and  his  minifters 
fretended  to  examine  her  pretenfions  with  ferupu- 
lous  exaftnefs : They  affcHed  at  length  to  be 
convinced  of  the  fincerity  of  her  declarations,  and 
of  her  fupernatural  powers  ; their  opinion  was  fb- 
lemnly  and  publicly  countenanced  by  an  allcmbly 
of  dodtors  and  theologians,  and  by  the  parliament 
of  France,  then  refiding  at  Poidtiers.  After  re- 
peated examinations,  the  mifllon  of  Joan  d’Arc 
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was  pronounced  to  be  divine  and  the  fpirits  of  a 
defpairing  people  were  again  elevated  by  the  hope 
that  heaven  had  declared  itfelf  in  favour  of 
l-'rance. 

That  Charles  might  avail  himfelf  of  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  the  moment,  he  fent  Joan  to  Blots,  where 
a convoy  was  already  provided  for  the  relief  of 
Orleans,  and  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men  was 
coUeded  to  efcort  it.  The  holy  maid,  difplaying 
in  her  hands  a confccrated  banner,  marched  at  the 
head  of  her  troops.  She  had  already  declared 
her  intention  of  entering  the  city  by  the  road  from 
the  fide  of  BeauITe;  but  ^ Baftard  of  Orleans, 
whom  we  Ihall  hereafter  ftyle  count  of  Dunois, 
unwilling  entirely  to  truft  the  operations  of  war  to 
the  fuggefrions  of  fanaticifm,  controlled  the  rafh 
delign ; and  periuaded  Joan  'to  approach  the  town 
on  the  oppofitc  fide  of  the  Loire,  where  he  knew 
the  befiegers  were  weakeft. 

The  Englifli  had  at  firft  heard  with  contempt 
the  preparations  of  Charles,  .and  derided  the  hea- 
venly commiflion  of  Joan ; but  the  minds  of  the 
common  foldiers  were  infenfibly  imprefled  with 
holy  dread,  and  they  awaited  the  event  with  anxious 
terror.  The  earl  of  Suffolk,  apprilcd  of  the 
difpofition  of  his  troops,  vainly  flattered  himfelf 
that  time  would  difpel  their  fears,  and  banifh 
the  iilufion.  He  determined  to  remain  quietly 
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within  his  entrenchments,  while  the  convoy  entered 
the  city  with  Joan,  and  the  French  army  returned 
to  Blois  without  interruption.  But  inadlion  ferved 
only  to  confirm  thole  alarms  which  the  tumult 
of  war  might  have  banilhed:  The  Englilh  be- 
held their  enemies  triumphant,  and  the  prediftions 
of  Joan,  who  acquired  the  furname  of  the  Maid 
of  Orleans,  in  part  fulfilled.  A fecond  convoy 
fooh  after  entered  the  city,  on  the  fide  of  Beaulle, 
and  was  alfo  fuffered  by  the  befiegers  to  pals 
without  refinance.  The  French  alTumed  new 
fpiritsi  while  the  Englilh,  formerly  elated  with 
viftory  and  impatient  for  aftion,  beheld  the  enter- 
prifes  of  their  enemies  in  filent  aftonilhment  and 
religious  confternation. 

But  even  this  ftate  of  inaftivity  was  no  longer 
permitted  to  them  the  enthufiafm  of  Joan  could 
not  be  reftrained  within  the  walls  of  Orleans ; She 
exhorted  the  garrifon  to  liften  to  her  voice,  and 
imitate  her  example.  In  a fuccefsful  fally,  the 
entrenchments  of  the  befiegers  were  ftormed,  and 
even  the  valour  of  the  renowned  Sir  John  Talbo^ 
feemed  to  wither  at  her  approach.  A fecopd  fally 
fwept  away  the  forts  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Loire  i and  a wound  from  an  arrow',  wl\ich  in  the 
attack  was  inflicted  on  the  neck  of  Joan,  ferved 
rather  to  inflame  than  <^amp  the  courage  of  the  in- 
trepid heroine.  The  count  of  Punqis  epnfenre^  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  473. 

feize  the  moment  of  returning  fortune ; the  Engliih 
were  fucceflively  chaced  from  their  ports,  with  the 
lofs  of  above  fix  thoufand  men ; the  carl  of  Suffolk 
determined  to  raiie  a fiege  which  he  could  no 
longer  continue  with  a probability  of  fucccfs ; and 
the  French,  animated  by  this  firft  effay  of  the  holy 
maid,  prcparwl  to  improve  their  advantage,  and 
avail  themfelves  of  the  fupcrftitious  terrors  of 
their  adverfarias, 
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AND  EXECUTED. THE  DUKE  OF  BURGUNDY  RE- 

CONCILES HIMSELF  TO  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE.— 

PARIS  OPENS  HER  GATES  TO  CHARLES. BATTLE 

OF  CASTILLON. THE  ENGLISH  ARE  EXPELLED 

FRANCE. DISCONTENT  OF  THE  DAUPHIN.— 

RETIRES  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BURCUN  DV.— DEATH 
qr  CHARLES  THE  SEVENTH. 


■A.D.  1429. 


With  the  fiege  of  Orleans  expired 
the  afcendancy  of  the  Englifh ; and 
their  conquefts  in  France,  attained  at  the  expence 
of  fo  rmicli  blood  and  trcafui  e,  were  fwept  away  by 
the  returning  tide  of  Charles’s  fortune.  The  earl 
of  Suffolk,  with  part  of  his  forces,  had  retired  to 
Jcrge.au ; he  was  there  invefted  by  the  French, 
aninaated  by  the  prcfencc  of  Joan,  and  in  ten  days 
3 ‘ the 
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the  town  was  taken  by  alTault,  and  Suffolk  himfclf 
paade  prifoner.  The  conftable  Ricliemont  preffed 
the  remnant  of  the  Englifli,  who  endeavoured  to 
retreat  under  the  conduft  of  Falftoffe,  Scales,  and 
Talbot:  They  were  overtaken  at  the  village- of 
Patay;  oppreffed  by  their  fears,  they  fcarce  await- 
ed the  charge  of  their  enemies ; the  example  of 
flight  was  given  by  Falftoffe  himfelf,  who  haJ.fo 
lately  triumphed  at  the  battle  of  Herrings ; two 
thoufand  of  his  foldiers  were  flaughtered  on  the 
. field  ; and  among  the  captives  of  Richemont  were 
Talbot  and  Scales. 

The  Maid  of  Orleans  had  fulfilled  part  of  her 
promife  by  raifing  the  fiege  of  that  city ; but  a 
more  arduous  enterprife  remained  to  condud  the 
king  to  receive  the  crown  at  Rheims.  The  city 
itfelf  lay  diftant  from  any  place  polfeflfed  by 
Charles ; it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Englilh ; and 
the  whole  road  which  led  to  it  was  occupied  by 
their  garrifons.  Yet  Joan  infifted  on  the  execu- 
tion of  her  miffion ; the  king  himfelf  fhook  off 
his  general  indolence,  and  rcfolvcd  to  follow  the 
exhortations  of  his  warlike  prophetefs ; the  no- 
bility of  France  crowded  to  the  ftandard  of  their 
youthful  Ibvercign,  who  began  his  march  at  the 
head  of  twelve  thoufand  men ; he  pafled  without 
interruption  through  an  enemy’s  country ; received 
jn  his  progrefs  the  fubmiffion  of  Troyes;  ^vas 

inftantly 
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inftantly  admitted  into  Rheims ; and  in  that  city 
was  folcmnly  inaugurated ; the  Maid  of  Orleans 
{landing  by  his  fide  in  complete  armour,  and  dif. 
playing,  during  the  ceremony,  her  holy  banner. 
The  claim  of  Charles  from  his  coronation  at 
Rheims,  received  new  luftre  j and  Laon,  Soiffons, 
Chateau-Thierri,  Provins,  and  many  other  towns 
in  tlie  neighbourhood,  difputed  the  honour  of 
firft  acknowledging  tlie  authority  of  their  lawful 
fyvereign. 

The  prudence  of  Bedford  had  been 
A-D.  Hjo  (-onftantly  exerted  to  ftem  the  torrent  i 
nor  was  his  charae'ler  cver^difplaycd  to  more  ad- 
vantage than  amidft  the  ftorms  of  adverfity.  He 
reinforced  the  garrifons  of  the  difTcrent  towns,  rc- 
pienifhed  their  magazines,  and  over-awed  the  in- 
clinations of  the  inhabitants  ripe  for  revolt.  The 
parifians  were  retained  in  obedience  by  alternate 
careffes  and  menaces ; and  his  arts  foothed  the 
angry  paffions  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  de- 
ferred the  fatal  hour  of  his  defection.  The  bifliop 
of  Winchefter,  his  uncle,  had  landed  in  Calais 
with  a body  of  five  thoufand  men,  which  he  was 
conducing  into  Bohemia,  on  a crufade  againft  the 
' Hufiites.  The  duke  of  Bedford  prevailed  on  him 
to  prop  the  declining  caufe  of  Henry  with  thefe 
fuccours ; at  the  heatl  of  them  he  oppofed  the 
king  of  PVance,  advancing  towards  the  gates  of 

Paris. 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE, 


*7T 

Paris.  But  ftill  doubtful  of  the  confidence  of  hi* 
own  troops,  while  he  fecmed  to  face  the  enemy  hs 
chofe  his  pods  with  fo  much  care  and  difeern- 
ment,  that  Charles  In  vain  endeavoured  to  com- 
pel him  to  a decifne  aclion.  Harafled  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  regent,  the  army  of  France,  which 
had  been  compofed'  chiefly  ot  volunteers,  at 
length  difbanded  ; Charles,  after  liaving  pofiTefTed 
himfelf  of  Compiegne,  Beauvais,  Scnlis,  Sens, 
Lava],  Lagni,  and  St.  Denys,  retired  to  Eour- 
ges ; and  Bedford  invited  Henry  the  Sixth  to 
Paris ; celebrated  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation 
in  that  capital ; and  exafted  an  oath  of  allegiance 
from  the  vaflals  of  the  crown,  who  lived  within  thfc 
provinces  which  acknowledged  the  authority  of  the 
Englifli.  ' ; 

Whatever  luftre  the  coronation  of  the 
infant  Henry  might  refleft  on  his  caufc,  ' 
the  regent  expedted  to  derive  more  folid  advantage 
from  an  accident which  placed  within  his  power  the 
author  of  his  late  difgraces  and  defeats,  Joan  d’Arc 
had  declared,  that  with  the  inauguration  of  Charles 
at  Rheims,  her  mifiion  expired ; and  that  it  was 
her  wi(h,  after  having  fulfilled  her  promifcs,  to 
retire  to  her  former  condition.  The  count  of  Du- 
nois  had  exhorted  her  to  perfevere  till  the  Eng- 
lilh  were  finally  expelled.  Overcome  by  his  im- 
portunities, Ihe  had  thrown  hcrfelf  into  Com- 
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peignc,  which  at  that  time  was  bcficgcd  by  the  duke 
of  Burgundy,  afllfted  by  the  earls  of  Arundel  and 
Suffolk.  In  a fally  on  the  quarters  of  John  of 
Luxembourg,  flic  was  deferred  by  her  friends, 
furrounded  by  her  enemies,  and  after  a gallant 
refiftance  taken  prifoner.  She  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  betrayed  by  the  bafe  envy  of  the  French,  who 
repined  at  every  fuccefs  being  afcribed  to  her  in-, 
fiuence ; and  the  ncgleft  of  Charles,  who  made  not 
the  flighted  effort  to  procure  her  relcafe,  proves 
that  he  no  longer  expcflcd  to  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  inftrument  he  had  adopted. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  purchafed  from  John  of 
l.uxembourg  his  important  captive,  and  com- 
menced a profecution  againft  her,  which  whether 
undertaken  from  policy  or  revenge,  ftains  with 
barbarity  his  accompliflied  charadcr.  As  a pri- 
fbner  of  war,  Joan  was  entitled  to  the  courtclj' 
of  good  ufage,  praitii'ed  by  civilized  nations  ■,  and 
in  her  military  capacity  flic  -never  had  been 
inipeaclied  of  adting  with  treachery  or  cruelty. 
But  her  enemies  were  inexorable  j and  to  difguife 
the  fource  of  their  enmity,  they  prevailed  on  the 
bifliop  of  Beauvais,  a prelate  loofe  in  his  prin- 
ciples, and  wholly  devoted  to  their  interefis,  to 
proftitute  die  facred  name  of  religion  to  the  per- 
fecution  they  meditated.  The  bifliop  pretended 
that  Joan  had  been  taken  in  his  diocefe,  and  de- 
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fired  to  have  her  tried  by  an  ecclefiaftical  court  for 
forcery,  impiety,  idolatry,  and  magic;  the  uni. 
verfity  of  Paris  difgraced  itfclf  by  joining  the  re- 
queft.  But  Joan  for  a long  time  defended  herfclf 
with  manly  firmnefs ; (he  ackriowled^d  her  inten- 
tion to  expel  in  (he  Englifh  the  invaders  of  her 
country;  and  replied,  that  Ihc  fubmitted  her  infpi-* 
rations,  which  her  judges  urged  as  magical,  tor 
God,  the  fountain  of  truth.  But  fhe  was  already 
prejudged ; her  revelations  were  declared  t<y  be  the 
inventions  of  the  devil  to  delude  the  people ; and 
Ihe  was  fentenced  to  be  delivered  over  to  the 
fccular  arm.  It  is  with  indignation  the  reader 
mull  perufe  her  fate  ; after  relieving  her  country 
fr<i.Tn  the  oppreflive  yoke  of  its  enemies;  after 
relloring  her  prince  to  his  native  throne,  and  his 
fobjcdls  to  their  freedom,  the  Maid  of  Orleans 
was  condemned  to  be  burned  in  the,  market-place 
of  Rouen  ; The  inhuman  fentence  was  foon  after 
executed,  and  the  unhappy  victim  was  delivered 
alive  to  the  flames.  . > 

But  the  inhumanity  of  the  Englifh  j, 
contributed  not  to  advance  their  intc-  '+J3.  *434* 
rells : The  illufion  which  had  fo  long  opprefled 
them  with  terror  Was  indeed  difpellcd,  but  the 
tide  of  fortune  Hill  continued  to  flow  rapidly 
againft  them  ; the  French  triumphed  in  repeatfd 
and  fucceflivc  encounters,  which  though  of  fmall 
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confequcncc  in  thcnnfelvcs,  ferved  to  confirm  their 
confidence,  and  proclaim  an  approaching  revolu* 
tion.  This  event  was  accelerated  by  a rupture 
between  the  dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Bedford. 
The  bands  of  friendlhip  had  been  loofened  by  the 
death  of  the  duchefs  of  the  latter ; and  the  for- 
mer complained,  that  the  memory  of  his  filler  was 
infultcd  by  the  hally  marriage  of  the  regent  with 
Jaqueline  of  Luxembourg.  . All  advances  to- 
ward a reconciliation  were  dildained  by  two 
princes  equally  tenacious  of  their  dignity ; and 
Charles  availed  himfelf  of  the  difeontent  of  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  to  ncgociate  the  celebrated 
treaty, -fince  known  by  the  name  of  the  treaty  of 
Airas. 

The  Englilh  were  invited  to  join  the 
•'435‘  Congj-efj  at  St.  Vaaft,  and  the  cardinal, 
of  Winchefter  appeared  as  the  ambaflador  of 
Henry ; but  the  prctenfions  of  the  court  of  Lon- 
don admitted  not  yet  of  accommodation ; and  the 
cardinal  of  Winchefter  fcarce  deigned  to  anfwer 
the  offer  of  Guienne  and  Normandy,  loaded  with 
the  ufual  ftipulation  of  homage  to  the  crown  of 
France.  The  claims  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
were  liftened  to  with  greater  condefcenfion ; the 
conditions  were  diftated  by  the  commanding  fitua- 
tion  of  Philip,  and  fubferibed  by  the  necelTities  of 
Charles.  Befides  making  rej^-ieatcd  atonements 
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and  acknowledgments  for  the  murder  of  the  duke’s 
father,  the  king  of  France  ceded  to  him  all  the 
towns  of  Picardy  which  lay  between  the  Somme 
and  the  low  countries  ; he  agreed  that  thefe,  and 
all  the  other  dominbns  of  Philip,  flioukl  be  held 
bv  him  during  his  life,  without  doing  any  homage, 
or  fwearing  fealty  to  the  prCfent  kingj  and  he 
freed  his  fubjefts  from  all  obligations  to  allegi- 
ance, if  ever  he  infringed  this  treaty.  But  ftill 
more  to  flatter  the  paflions  of  Philip,  Charles  fub- 
mitted  to  the  mortification  of  difmifilng  his  faith- 
ful lervant  Tannegui  de  Chaftcl  from  his  court 
and  prefence. 

By  thefe  conceffioas,  a formidable  enemy  was 
converted  into  an  important  ally.  The  Englilb 
had  infulted  an  herald  whom  the  duke  of  Burgun- 
dy had  fent  to  that  court  to  notify  the  treaty  of 
Arras ; and  Philip,  impatient  to  fignalize  his  fef- 
vices  in  the  caufe  of  France,  aficded  to  refent  the 
indignity,  aflembled  his  forces,  and  prepared  to 
attack  the  Englilh,  whom  he  now  regarded  as  dan- 
gerous and  implacable  enemies.  A few  days  after 
tlie  treaty  of  Arras,  the  duke  of  Bedford  expired; 
a prince  whofe  virtuous  memory  is  only  blemifhed 
by  the  execution  of  the  maid  of  Orleans ; A littlp 
before  him,  Ifabella,  queen  dowager  of  France, 
breathed  her  laft,  univerfally  detefted  and  defpifed. 

The  court  of  London,  after  the  death  of 
VOL.  I.  1 i Bedford 
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Bedford,  was  divided  by  the  faftions  of  the  duke  of* 
Glocefter  and  the  cardinal  of  Winchefter  : Their 
diffenfions  prevented  them  from  embracing  any 
falutary  meafure ; and  a confiderable  fpace  inter- 
vened before  the  duke  of  York  was  appointed  to 
fucceed  the  late  regent. 

A..P.  Paris,  always  attached  to  the  Houfe 
'4J*.  of  Burgundy,  followed  the  example  of 
that  duke;  opened  her  gates  to  the  count  of  Ri- 
chemont; and  proclaimed  Charles  the  Seventh. 
The  Englilh  governor  ftill  defended  himfelf  in  the 
Baftile,  and  at  length  obtained  a capitulation 
which  permitted  him  to  retire  to  Rouen.  This 
acquifuion  reftored  the  conftable  to  the  favour  of 
his  fovereign,  which  he  had  forfeited  by  violently 
feizing  'the  minifter  le  Tremouille.  On  the  re- 
covery of  his  capital,  the  king  of  France  negotiated 
a marriage  for  his  Ton  the  dauphin  with  Marga- 
ret, daughter  to  James  the  Second,  king  of  Scot- 
land; but  the  nuptial  rejoicings  were  interrupted 
by  the  intelligence  that  the  duke  of  Giocefter 
had  compelled  the  duke  of  Burgundy  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  Calais ; and  had  avenged  the  infult  by 
extending  his  devaftations  over  the  province  of 
Artois.  The  duke  of  York  landed  alfo  in  Nor- 
'mandy  with  a confiderable  reinforcement;  while 
the  difeontents  in  Holland  and  Hainault  demanded 
the  attention  of  Philip,  and  recalled  him  from  the 
cfFciaual  fupport  of  his  new  allies. 

The 
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The  inclemency  of  winter  did  not  prevent  the 
tontending  parties  from  continuing  the  operations 
of  war;  Pontoife,  on  the  fide  of  the  Englilh,  was 
furprifed  by  lord  Talbot,  who  was  afterwards 
Created  earl  of  Shrewlbury;  Montreau  on  the 
Seine  was  invefted  by  Charles,  accompanied  by 
the  conftable : That  town  was  taken  after  an  ob- 
ftinate  defente ; and  the  king  of  France  in  the  af- 
fault  difplayed  a valour  becoming  his  royal  birth 
and  dignity.  He  had  before  refifted  the  folici- 
tations  of  his  parliament  to  return  to  Paris,  deter- 
mined firft  to  efface  by  fome  martial  atchievement 
the  unfavourable  imprelTions  which  his  indolence 
had  occafioned.  He  now  entered  his  capital 
amidft  the  merited  acclamations  of  his  people ; yet 
after  an  abfence  of  nineteen  years,  he  was  again 
compelled  to  abandon  it;  famine  and  peftilence 
united  feverely  to  humble  the  exultation  of  the 
inhabitants : War  had  extinguifhed  the  feeds  of 
induftry  and  the  appearance  of  affluence ; and  the 
ftreets,  deftitute  of  citizens,  afforded  a fecure  re- 
fuge to  the  hungry  wolves,  which,  fcarlefs  and 
rapacious,  pafled  over  the  frozen  Seine. 

At  Bourges,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Loire,  Charles  received  ambafTadors  '****' 
from  the  council  of  Bafil,  which  had  quarrelled 
with  pope  Eugenius  the  Fifth ; and  in  an  afletn- 
bly  compofed  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  and  th« 

1 i a digni- 


Digitized  by  Google 


48+  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 

dignified  clergy,  he  caufed  the  regulations  of 
that  council  to  be  examined.  Thefe  he  compiled 
into  a law,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  the 
Pragmatic  Sandtion;  and  which  ever  fince  has 
been  confidercd  as  the  bulwark  of  the  Galilean 
church  j as  it  deprived  the  fee  of  Rome  from  no- 
minating to  ecclefiaftical  dignities,  and  from  gran- 
ting reverfions,  penfions,  and  exemptions,  within  the 
monarchy  of  France. 

A fruitlefs  negociation  for  peace  had 
. 1+40.  propofed  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
duchefs  of  Burgundy ; and  the  conftable,  in  an 
attempt  on  Avranches,  was  furprifed  and  defeated 
by  lord  Talbot.  The  king,  to  efface  this  dif- 
grace,  commanded  his  army  to  be  kept  in  a (late 
of  continual  preparation : But  the  nobles  of 
France  were  impatient  of  difcipline,  and  they  al-. 
ready  began  to  cabal  againft  a fovercign  who 
leemed  determined  to  maintain  his  autliority. 
The  dukes  of  AlenQon  and  Bourbon,  and  rlic 
count  of  Dunois,  with  the  late  minifter  le  Tre- 
mouille,  all  jealous  of  the  influence  of  the  con- 
ilable,  entered  into  the  confederacy  i the  dauphin, 
^hen  fcarcc  eighteen,  was  induced  to  ftrengthen  it 
by  his  name : But  the  confpirators,  by  the  advice 
of  the  count  of  Richemont,  who  prevailed  on  the 
king  to  march  in  perfon  at  the  head  of  a fmall 
body  of  forces,  w’cre  furprifed  in  the  city  ofBlois; 
The  count  of  Dunois  had  already  deferred  to  the 
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ftandard  of  his  royal  mafter ; the  dukes  of  Bour- 
bon and  Alenqon.fubmitted  ; and  the  dauphin  re- 
ludandy  returned  to  tlie  duty  he  owed  to  his  fa- 
ther and  his  king.  Yet  the  fatisfaftion  of  Charles 
was  feldom  long  without  alloy ; after  a dreary 
captivity  of  twenty-five  years,  the  duke  of  Orleans 
was  reftored  to  liberty,  on  the  payment  of  a 
ranfoni  of  three  hundred  thouland  crowns;  the 
greatefi:  part  of  which  was  fupplied  by  the  libe- 
rality of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  defirous  of  extin- 
guilhing  by  this  a£b  of  generofity  the  unhappy 
diflenfions  which  had  prevailed  between  the  two 
families.  But  tlte  king  of  France  regarded  the 
reconciliation  of  thefe  nobles  with  an  eye  of  jea- 
bufy;  and  the  duke  of  Orleans,  difiitisfied  with 
bis  coldnefs,  retired  in  difguft  to  his  own  eftates. 

The  fame  fpirit  which  the  king  had 
flievvn  in  the  attack  of  Montreau,  he 
difplayed  with  equal  fuccefs  in  the  afiliult  of 
Pontoife  : He  mounted  the  breach  in  perfon,  and 
entered  the  town  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  But 
from  the  reduftion  of  Poitou  he  was  recalled  by  a 
new  confederacy,  formed  by  the  dukes  of  Orleans, 
Burgundy,  and  Brittany,  Alen^on,  and  Bourbon. 
The  king  liftened  to  their  grievances  with  temper 
and  moderation ; he  conciliated  the  duke  of  Orleans 
by  the  prefent  of  a confiderable  fum  towards  the 
payment  of  his  ranlbm ; and  the  difeontent  of 
1^3  ■ that 
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that  prince  once  afluaged,  the  confpiracy  diflblvcd 
in  its  own  weaknefs. 

Harfleur,  during  thefe  tranfaftions, 
' was  invefted  and  vigoroudy  prcfTcd  by 
the  Englifli.  T o the  the  relief  of  it  Charles  detached 
the  dauphin,  with  a powerful  army.  The  young 
prince  broke  through'  the  lines  of  the  befiegers; 
and  compelled  them  to  abandon  the  enterprifc. 
Entrufted  with  the  government  of  Gafcony,  he  re- 
prelTed  by  his  vigilance  and  decifion  the  turbulent 
praftifes  of  the  count  of  Armagnac,  whofe  am- 
bition had  induced  him  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  Henry  the  Sixth ; but  the  mcafiires  of  the 
dauphin  were  fo  judicioudy  planned,  and  exe- 
cuted with  fo  much  alacrity,  that  the  count  was 
induced  to  abandon  his  new  connexions,  and  to 
humble  himfelf  before  his  offended  fovereign. 

The  diforders  which  on  every  fide 
.«443-  diftradled  the  French  government,  and 
which  time  alone  could  remedy,  continually  in- 
clined the  widics  of  Charles  fo  peace;  and  Henry 
the  Sixth  of  England,  a monarch  feeble,  meek, 
and  fuperftitious,  concealed  not  his  defire  ro  cx- 
tinguifh  the  deftruftive  dames  of  war.  Yet  the 
pretcnfions  of  the  rival  nations  admitted  not  of 
lading  tranquillity;  a fufpenfion  of  arms  for  twen- 
ty-two months  was  the  temporifing  expedient 
adopted  j and  this  term,  which  left  both  parties 
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on  poflelTion  of  what  they  then  occupied,  was 
afterwards  prolonged  by  mutual^greement.  The 
earl  of  Suffolk,  who  adled  as  the  embalfador  of 
Henry,  concluded  at  the  fame  time  the  marriage 
of  his  fovcreign  with  Margaret  of  Anjou,  daughter 
of  Reignier,  titular  king  of  Sicily,  Naples,  and 
Jerufalem  ; a princeft  of  mafeuUne  Ipirit  and  en- 
xerprifing  temper;  and  whoje  alliance  was  the 
fource  of  deftruftion  to  Suffolk,  and  of  infinite 
calamities  to  his  country. 

The  interval  from  ^var  Charles  bad  P 

affiduoufly  employed  in  reftgring  the  144*- 

Iplendour  of  his  capital,  and  the  agriculture  of  the 
provinces ; He  laboured  to  recall  the  advantages 
,of  commerce,  and  to  eftablifh  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice ; he  introduced  order  into  the  finances, 
and  difeipline  among  his  troops;  he  reprefled 
the  faftions  of  his  court,  and  revived  the  lan- 
guid fpirit  of  induftry.  I Jc  prudently  paffed  in 

filence  the  levity  of  tlie  Genoefe,  who  had  de- 
manded his  affiftance,  and  afterwards  refufed  to 
admit  his  troops ; and  he  declined  fupporting 
the  pretenfions  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  Mi- 
lan, who,  if  feconded  by  the  power  of  France, 
might  probably  have  poffelled  himfelf  of  that 
duchy.  But  he  interfered  with  vigour  on  ano- 
ther occafion  : On  the  marriage  of  Henry  ofEng- 

land  to  Margaret,  the  province  of  Maine  had 
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been  promifed  to  Charles  of  Anjou,  the  queen’s 
uncle.  The  court  of  London  had  ftudioufly  de- 
layed the  reftoration  of  that  county ; but  Charles 
inftantly  ordered  the  count  of  Dunois,  at  the  head 
of  an  army  well  difeiplined  and  well  provided,  to 
enter  the  province,  and  expel  the  Englilh.  Mans, 
after  a gallant  refiftance,  was  compelled  to  capi- 
tulate ; and,  with  its  dependencies,  was  for  ever 
alienated  from  the  crown  of  England. 

Surienne,  the  governor  of  Mans, 
A.  .14+9.  troops  under  his  command, 

amoun»'ng  to  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men,  had 
retired  towards  Normandy  ; but  the'  duke  of  So- 
merfer,  to  whom  the  provinces  of  France,  ftill  oc- 
cupied by  the  Englifh,  were  entrufted,  either  from 
want  of  capacity  or  inclination  to  fubfift  this  ad- 
ditional army,  refufed  to  admit  him.  That  mili- 
tary adventurer  immediately  direfted  his  march 
towards  Brittany,  and  feized  the  town  of  Fourgercs. 
The  duke  of  Brittany,  unable  to  refill  him,  com- 
jdained  to  the  king  of  France,  his  liege  lord : 
Charles  informed  of  the  diftrafted  councils  of 
England,  acquainted  with  the  sveak  dirpofition  of 
Henry,  and  fcnfible  that  the  political  health  of 
his  country  was  in  a great  meafurc  reftored  by  the 
late  rd'pite  from  war,  determined  to  feize  the  fa- 
vourable opportunity  to  invade  Normandy.  He 
demanded  fatisfiiftion  for  the  damages  the  di;kc  of 
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Brittany  had  fuftained  from  the  ravages  of  Su- 
ricnne  ; and  to  enfure  a refufal,  he  climated  thofe 
damages  at  one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand 
crowns.  The  incapacity  of  Henry  to  comply 
with  this  exorbitant  demand  was  the  fignal  for  war ; 
and  four  formidable  armies  entered  Normandy  at 
once ; The  fitft  was  commanded  by  the  king  of 
France  himfelf;  the  fecond,  by  the  duke  of  Brit-  , 
tany;  a third,  by  the  duke  of  Alencjon ; and  a 
fourth,  by  the  count  of  Dunois, 

The  inhabitants  of  Normandy  re-  ^ ^ 
ceived  the  invaders  with  friendly  alacrity ; *450- 

the  towns  fcarce  waited  a fummons  to  open  their 
gates ; Verneuil,  Nogent,  Chateau-Gaillard,  Gi- 
fors,  Mante,  Vernon,  Argentan,  Coutanccs,  &c. 
hailed  with  acclamations  their  lawful  fovereign ; and 
Charles  with  an  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  in- 
vefted  the  duke  of  Sorherfet  in  Rouen.  The  tu- 
multuous clamours  of  the  citizens  demanded  a ca- 
pitulation. Somerfet,  overwhelmed  by  fecret  and 
open  enemies,  retired  with  his  forces  into  the 
caftle  and  palace,  refolved  to  defend  himfelf  to 
the  laft  extremity.  But  his  valour  was  rendered 
inelfeftual  by  the  prudence  of  the  king  of  Frances 
who  contented  himfelf  with  furrounding  him  on 
every  fide,  and  awaiting  the  effeft  of  famine.  The 
preflure  ‘ of  want  foon  compelled  the  Englifh  to 
capitulate : A retreat  to  Harfleur  was  purchafed 
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by  the  payment  of  fifty-fix  thoufand  crowns, 
and  by  an  engagement  to  furrender  Arques, 
Caudcbcc,  Honfleur,  and  other  places  in  Nor- 
mandy. I'hc  earl  of  Shrcwlbury,  a general 
■whofc  fortune  and  conduft  die  French  moft 
feared,  was  delivered  as  a hoftage  for  the  fiiithful 
performance  of  thefc  conditiops ; and  as  the  go- 
vernor of  Harfleur  rejefled  the  terms,  was  de- 
tained by  the  French,  who,  under  the  command 
of  the  count  of  Dunois,  invdled  and  poflefled 
theijnrclves  of  Harfleur.  In  the  next  campaign 
four  thoufand  Englilh  were  landed  at  Cherbourg, 
under  the  conduft  of  Sir  Thomas  Kyrjel } thefe 
were  routed  by  the  count  of  Clermopt  at  Fopr- 
migny.  The  duke  of  Somerfet  was  again  reduced 
to  capitulate  in  Caen;  Falaife  opened  his  gates, 
on  condition  that  the  earl  of  Shrewfbury  fliould  be 
reftored  to  liberty ; and  the  furrender  of  Cher- 
bourg, the  laft  place  which  remained  to  the  Eng- 
lifli,  completed  the  final  cojiqncft  of  Normandy. 

^ jj.  The  progrefs  of  the  count  of  Dunois 
i*5»i  «45i-  in  Guienne  was  ajmoft  equally  rapid. 
To  preferve  that  province,  the  carl  of  Shrewfbury 
had  landed  with  five  thoufand  men  ; but  he  was 
compelled  againft  his  better  judgment,  by  the 
impatient  clamours  of  the  citizens  of  Bourdeaux, 
to  hazard  the  battle  of  Caftillon.  OpprelTed  by 
fuperior  numbers,  he  difdained  to  furvive  a defeat 
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fo  fatal  to  the  hopes  of  his  country,  and  fell  with 
his  youthful  fon,  refpefted  and  lamented  by  the 
yiftors.  Bourdeaux,  difmayed  at  his  fate,  en- 
gaged to  open  her  gates,  if  not  relieved  within 
a certain  time.  But  all  concern  for  France  was 
now  fwallowcd  up  by  the  compotions  which  af- 
flifled  England,  and  fhook  the  throne  of  Hen- 
ry: No  fuccour  was  fentj  and  Bourdeaux  ac- 
Jcnowledged  the  authority  of  Charles  the  Seventh, 
Bayonne  followed  the  example;  and  the  pro- 
vince of  Guienne,  after  a period  of  three  cen- 
turies, was  ultimately  re-united  to  the  crown  of 
France. 

But  while  the  epithet  of  viHcricus  ^ 
yvas  attached  to  the  name  of  Charles,  ' 
while  the  fortune  of  the  monarch  was  envied  and 
admired,  his  feelings  as  a father  were  moft  deeply 
and  mortally  wounded.  The  intrigues  of  the 
dauphin  had  .already  impeded  his  career  of  con- 
queft:  his  refentment  had  aflailed  the  mlnifters 
of  his  cabinet,  and  proved  more  fatal  to  Agnes  So- 
reille,  the  beloved  miftrefs  of  the  king.  His  en- 
mity to  that  amiable  female,  whole  influence  was 
inceflTantly  exerted  to  excite  her  royal  lover  to 
deeds  of  glo'ry  and  martial  atchievements,  was 
public  and  undifgu'ifed ; and  the  fufpicious  cir- 
cumftances  which  accompany  the  death  of  AgneSj 
^fl'ord  but  too  much  reafon  to  believe  that  poifoA 
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was  adminiftcred  to  her  by  the  exprefs  command  of 
Lewis.  In  oppofition  to  his  father’s  pofitivc  in- 
junftions,  that  prince  had  efpoufed  as  his  fecond 
wife,  Charlotte,  daughter  to  the  duke  of  Savoy  ^ 
and  Charles  refented  the  contempt  by  a declara- 
tion of  war  againft  5avoy,  which  he  was  perfuaded 
to  recall,  that  he  might  profecute  the  redudbion  of 
Guienne. 

^ p The  former  extenfivc  poffeflions  of 
14SJ,  1456.  the  Englifli  in  France  were  now  con- 
fined to  the  walls  of  Calais;  and  Charles, 
weary  of  the  difobcdicnce  of  his  fon,  and  irrita- 
ted at  the  exadbions  which  he  pradbifed  in  the 
county  of  Dauphine,  commiffioned  Anthony  de 
Chabannes,  count  of  Dammartin,  to  feize  his 
perfon.  Lew  is,  informed  of  the  defign,  and  hope- 
lefs  of  protedbion  from  his  father  in  law,  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  precipitately  withdrew  into  Franche 
Comte,  and  afterwards  continued  his  route  into 
Brabant.  The  duke  of  Burgundy  was  no  fooner 
apprized  of  his  arrival,  then  he  fent  his  fon,  the 
count  of  Charolois,  to  wait  on  him ; fupplied  his 
jiccenities  with  a liberal  hand ; and  ^ave  orders 
tliat  he  Ihould  be  treated  widi  every  mark  of  re- 
fpedb.  But  Philip,  who  from  the  mild  tenor  of 
his  latter  condudb,  had  attained  the  enviable  ap- 
pellation of  Good,  refufed  to  fee  him  till  he  had 
. t obtained 
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obtained  the  approbation  'of  his  father.  Lewis 
haviiag  in  vain  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  that 
prince  to  fupply  him  with  an  army  to  difturb  the 
government  of  Charles,  retired  to  the  cafllc  of 
Guaneppe,  near  Bruflcls,  which  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy had  allotted  for  his  rclidence,  and  where 
he^afligncd  him  the  princely  penfion  of  twelve 
ihoufand  crowns ; while  Lewis,  ever  rcftlefs  and 
malevolent,  employed  his  leifure  hours  in  fowing 
the  feeds  of  difeontent  between  his  benefador  and 
his  fon,  the  count  of  Charolois. 

Arthur,  count  of  Richemont  and  ^ ^ 
conftaWe  of  France  had  by  the  death  ' ‘ 
of  his  nephesv  acquired  the  duchy  of  Brittany ; 
but  the  fatisfaftion  which  the  king  might  derive 
from  the  advancement  of  that  prince,  who  when 
his  capricious  pafTons  intervened  not  had  faith- 
fully adhered  to  him,  was  imbittered  by  the  trea- 
fonable  intrigues  of  the  duke  of  Alen(;on.  That 
haughty  chief,  difgufted  at  the  coldnefs  with  which 
the  king  regarded  his  pretenfions  to  Fourgers,  a 
town  occupied  by  the  duke  of  Brittany,  entered 
into  a ncgociation  with  England.  His  wild  de- 
figns,  which  threatened  the  tranquillity  of  Nor- 
mandy were  detected;  and  Charles  in  anguilh, 
exclaimed,  “ In  whom  can  1 now  put  my  truft, 
“ when  the  very  princes  of  my  own  bloo4  con- 
“ fpire  againft  me  ?”  The  duke  was  immediately 
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airefted,  tried,  and  condemned  by  a lenterice  of 
the  parliament : At  the  requeft  of  the  duke  of  Brit- 
tany, his  punilhment  of  death  was  commuted  to 
perpetual  imprifonment ; and  the  caftle  of  Loches 
was  affigned  as  the  feat  of  his  captivity. 

^ P The  dauphin  and  the  duke  of  Bur- 
145*.  gundy  were  both  fufpefted  of  having 
countenanced  the  defigns  of  the  duke  of  Alen$on  ; 
but  the  domeftic  peace  of  Philip  was  foon  wound- 
ed by  the  arts  of  Lewis,  and  the  ambition  of  his 
own  fon,  the  count  of  Charolois.  The  king  of 
France  was  actuated  by  companion  toefpoufe  the 
party  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  defpoiled  of  the  crown 
of  England  by  the  triumphant  Houfe  of  York; 
the  count  of  Charolois  offered  to  command  the 
forces  intended  for  this  enterprifej  But  under 
this  pretence,  he  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  de- 
fign  of  arming  againft  the  authority  of  his  fa- 
ther. His  intention  was  penetrated  by  Charles ; 
and  the  expreffion  of  that  monarch  marks  an  ho- 
neft  deteftation  of  the  crime,  and  eftablifhes  the 
moderation  of  his  own  character ; “ For  two  fuch 
« kingdoms  as  my  own,  I would  not  have  the 
“ leaft  participation  in  fo  unworthy  an  aftion.” 
But  he  beheld  with  diftruft  the  refidcnce  of  the 
dauphin  in  the  dominions  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy ; and  it  is  not  improbable  that . he  enter- 
tained an  inclination  to  deprive  his  Ungrateful  fon 
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of  the  fucceflion,  when  a life  of  fixty,  and  a teign 
of  thirth-nine,  years  were  extinguiflied  by  a death 
equally  Angular  and  lamentable. 

The  dauphin’s  vindiilive  fpirit  and  ^ ^ ^ 

unnatural  dirpofition  had  infpired 
Charles  with  continual  fufpicions.  Repeated  in- 
formations pointed  out  the  domeftics  of  the 
king  as  the  alTociatcs  of  that  prince,  againft  the 
life  of  his  father.  The  wretched  monarch, 
jealous  of  all,  and  ignorant  whofe  attachment 
to  rely  on,  obftinately  refufed  to  take  any  nou- 
rifliment  during  fomc  days;  and  when  the  im- 
portunity of  his  attendants  prevailed  over  his  ter- 
rors, his  flomach  would  no  longer  receive  the 
food  they  proffered,  and  he  perilhed  for  want  of 
fuftenance.  His  charader  has  already  been  de- 
feribed  as  mild,  generous,  and  courteous  ; frequent- 
ly funk  in  indolence  and  effeminacy,  but  fome- 
times  rifing  into  thofe  exertions  of  virtue  which 
diftinguifh  the  hero  and  the  prince.  His  life 
had  been  chequered  by  every  viciffitude  of  for- 
tune i and  when  he  had  triumphed  over  the  here- 
ditary enemies  of  his  throne,  he  at  laft  expired 
the  viflim  of  domeftic  diflenfion.  His  remains, 
negledled  by  his  fon,  were  interred  at  the  expence 
of  his  faithful  Follower  Tannegui  de  Chaftel. 
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Chapter  the  Nineteenthi. 


ACCESSION  OF  LEWIS  THE  ELEVENTH.— LEACUB 

FOR  THE  PUBLIC  GOOD. BATTLE  OF  MONT- 

LEHERI. TREATIES  OK  CONFLANS  AND  SAINT 

MAUR. INTERVIEW  OF  LEWIS  AT  PERONNE  WITH 

THE  DUKE  OF  BURGUNDY. IMPRISONMENT  OF 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE. REVOLUTIONS  IN  ENG- 

LAND. — EDWARD  THE  FOURTH  INVADES 
FRANCE.— TREATY  OF  PECQUIONY. 


A.D..+6,.  Lewis  the  Eleventh  received  the 
intelligence  of  his  father’s  death  with  a 
joy  which  he  afiuftcd  not  to  conceal : The  compe- 
tition of  his  younger  brother,  the  duke  of  Berri, 
vanilhed  at  his  appearance : his  coronation  was  ce- 
lebrated with  magnificence  at  Rheims,  and  graced 
by  the  prefence  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  and  the 
count  of  Charolois.  The  firft  emotions  of  the 
king’s  gratitude  for  the  proteftion  he  had  met 
with,  was  difplayed  in  his  declaring  the  count  his 
lieutenant-general  in  Normandy,  with  a falary  of 
6 twelve 


Digitized  by  Google 


« 


Digrtized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE. 


497 


twelve  thoufand  crowns ; but  thefe  marks  of 
efteem  and  confidence  were  tranfient  and  deceit- 
ful, and  were  foon  fuccceded  by  an  enmity  be- 
tween thofc  rival  princes,  which  only  expired 
with  life. 

From  his  youth  addifted  to  intrigue,  and  de- 
lighting to  tread  the  crooked  paths  of  policy  in 
preference  to  the  open  road  which  lay  before  him, 
Lewis,  while  he  loaded  the  count  of  Charolois 
with  careffes,  ratified  the  treaty  which  his  father 
had  made  with  the  people  of  Liege ; though  he 
well  knew  it  had  been  fuggefted  to  Charles  by 
refentment  at  the  reception  which  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  had  afforded  him ; and  although  he 
had  engaged  to  that  prince  not  only  to  annul  the 
treaty,  but  to  join  his  arms  againfb  the  Liegeois. 
With  a greater  degree  of  confiftcncy,  with  an 
avowed  contempt  for  the  meafures  of  his  father, 
the  minifters  of  the  late  monarch  were  ignomi- 
nioufly  difmiffed ; the  count  of  Dammartin  was 
committed  to  the  Baftile ; and  the  duke  of  Alen- 
5on,  who  had  been  imprifoned  for  his  treafonablc 
prafticcs  againft  Charles  the  Seventh,  was  imme- 
diately releafed:  Yet  the  new  monarch  punifhed 
an  infurrefUon  of  the  citizens  of  Rheims,  againfl 
his  own  authority,  with  the  moft  exemplary 
feverity. 

Some  troops  which  Lewis  had  grant- 
cd  to  the  diftrefs  of  Margaret  of  Anjou, 
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confort  of  Henry  the  Sixth  of  Engird,  and  for 
which  he  had  ftipulafed  the  reftoration  of  Calais 
if  that  princefs  proved  fucccfsfiri,  were  defeated  ;■ 
and  Breze,  fenefchal  of  Normandy,  who  com- 
manded them,  efcaped  with  difficulty.  But  the 
fuccours  which  he  fent  to  the  affiftance  of  John, 
king  of  Arragon,  whofe  fubjefts  had  fliaken  off 
their  allegiance  to  a prince  ftained  with  the  blood 
of  his  own  fon,  were  accompanied  by  that  fortune 
which  the  guilty  caufe  they  had  efpoufed  but  ill 
deferved.  With  his  forces,  Lewis  had  lent  to 
that  monarch  the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  ■,  and  the  important  counties  of  Roufillon 
and  Cerdagne,  fubjedl;  to  redemption,  were  trans- 
ferred to  him  as  the  fecurity  for  the  money  he  had 
advanced. 

The  kingdom  of  Naples,  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  houfe  of  Anjou,  had  been  ufurped  by 
that  of  Arragon,  and  vvas  now  poireffed  by  Ferdi- 
nand, a natural  fon  of  Alphonfo,  the  late  king. 
The  duke  of  Calabria,  the  fon  of  Reignier,  the  titu- 
lar monarch  of  Naples,  Sicily,  and  Jerufalem,  found 
the  inclinations  of  the  Neapolitans  favourable  to 
his  pretenfions.  In  the  fruitlefs  hope  of  reftoring 
his  kinfman,  and  to  incline  the  pope  to  the  en- 
terprife,  Lewis  revoked  the  Pragmatic  Sandlion, 
which  had  been  eftabliffied  by  his  father.  But  Pius 
the  Second,  whofe  nephew  was  married  to  the 
daughter  of  Ferdinand,  ftill  refufed  to  faniUon  the 
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claim  of  the  duke  of  Calabria ; and  the  king  of  ^ 
France,  to  efcape  the  charge  of  levity,  and  yet 
to  avoid  being  duped  by  the  arts  of  the  pontiff^ 
fuffercd  his  parliament  to  carry  into  execution 
the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  which  he  had  foiemnly 
cancelled. 

Some  differences  between  the  crowns  of  France 
and  Caftile  were  produftive  of  an  interview 
between  the  two  monarchs,  Lewis,  and  Henry 
the  Fourth,  furnamed  the  Impotent.  They  met 
at  Mauleon,  on  the  confines  of  the  kingdom  of 
Navarre  j and  their  different  difpofitions  were 
evinced  by  tlieir  contrafted  appearance.  Kenry, 
vain,  magnificent,  and  haughty,  was  attended  by  a 
Iplendid  train ; Lewis,  mean  in  his  perfon,  clad 
in  coarfe  cloth  fhort  and  unbecoming,  a leaden 
image  of  the  Virgin  in  his  bonnet,  was  flenderly 
accompanied  j but  the  wealth  the  former  had  ex- 
pended in  his  fumptuous  preparations,  the  latter 
employed  to  bribe  the  minifters  of  Caftile  and 
Arragon ; and  the  two  kings,  after  a fruitlefi 
conference,  returned  with  a thorough  contempt  of 
the  fordidnefs  of  the  one  and  the  incapacity  of 
the  other. 

With  better  fuccefs  Lewis  entered  into  a nego- 
ciation  with  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  to  procure 
the  reftiti.i  on  of  thofe  towns  on  the  river  Somme 
w’hich  had  been  ceded  by  Charles  the  Seventh,  at 
K k 2 'the 
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the  treaty  of  Arras ; and  which,  in  effeft,  made 
Philip  mafter  of  Picardy.  The  meafurc  was 
oppofed  by  the  count  of  Charolois  ; but  the  king 
of  France  had  corrupted  John  de  Croy,  the  minifter 
of  the  duke : His  influence  prevailed  ; and  four 
hundred  thoufand  crowns  were  given  to  recover 
thefe  valuable  pledges  yet  with  them  he  infured 
the  lafting  enmity  of  the  count,  who  ever  after- 
wards regarded  Lewis  with  jcaloufy  and  hatred. 
Even  in  this  tranfaflion,  the  duplicity  of  that 
monarch  was  ftudioufly  difplayed : He  had  agreed 
to  retain  the  officers  appointed  by  the  duke  as 
governors  of  thefe  towns ; but  no  fooner  was  he  in 
poflefllon  than  he  difplaced  them,  and  at  the  fame 
time  nominated  others,  whom  he  knew  would  be 
equally  acceptable  to  Philip. 

A prince  who  profefles  to  deceive  mull  be  uni- 
verfally  fufpefted ; and  when  to  thefe  crooked  arts 
was  united  a prefumption  founded  on  thtfacility 
with  which  he  had  hitherto  accomplifhed  his  pro- 
jeifts,  his  danger  muft  be  proportioned  to  the 
power  of  thofe  whom  he  has  over-reached  and  op- 
prefled.  Arthur,  the  late  duke  of  Brittany,  and 
conftable  of  France,  was  fucceeded  in  that  ducliy 
by  Francis,  a weak  but  generous  prince,  whofe 
imbecility  was  fupplied  by  the  abilities  'of  his 
minifters.  Lewis,  who  held  him  in  contempt, 
had  infulted  him  by  mandates  of  the  rooft  de- 
' ' Ipotic 
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ipotic  and  imperious  nature ; he  forbad  him  to 
levy  any  taxes  in  his  dominions  j to  coin  money ; 
or  to  term  himfelf  “ Duke  by  the  grace  of  God.” 
And  Francis,  unable  fingly.to  oppofe  the  arrogance 
of  Lewis,  by  the  advice  of  his  council,  afFcfted 
to  fubmit,  while  he  privately  negociated  a confe- 
deracy which  threatened  to  fubvert  the  throne  of 
his  oppreflbr. 

The  nobles  of  France  had  been  equally  bruiled 
by  the  iron  fway  of  their  fovereign  ; the  duke  of 
Orleans,  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  refpefted 
for  his  years  and  virtues,  had  prefumed  to  rcmon- 
ftrate  againft  his  arbitrary  meafures ; the  inju- 
rious reproaches  of  Lewis  aficdled  a mind  too 
j fenfible  of  dilhonour;  and  two  days  after,  the 
duke  of  Orleans  funk  into  the  grave  beneath  the 
preflure  of  unmerited  infult.  His  death  affedled 
not  the  relentlefs  heart  of  his  royal  kinfman ; whofe 
refentment  was  perpetuated  by  abandoning  the 
pretenfions  of  the  houfe  of  Orleans  to  the  duchy 
of  Milan,  and  entering  into  an  alliance  with 
Francifeo  Sforza,  *who  had  ufurped  thofe  do- 
minions. 

The  count  of  Charolois  openly  complained  that 
the  perfidy  of  the  king  of  France  had  been  direfted 
to  feize  his  own  perfon,  and  that  of  his  father,  the 
duke  of  Burgundy.  To  thefe  princes  the  duke 
of  Brittany  clofcly  united  himfelfj  the  confederacy 
Kk  ^ was 
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was  fwelled  by  the  acceffion  of  the  dukes  of  Bour- 
bon and  Nemours,  the  counts  of  Dunois  and  St. 
Pol,  and  the  count  of  Dammartin,  who  had  efcaped 
from  his  imprifonment.  The  fecrct,  which  was 
irr.parted  to  near  five  hundred  perfons,  was  pre- 
ferved  inviolably  j and  the  duke  of  Bcrri,  the  king’s 
brother,  foon  joined  the  confpirators  j who,  to 
defciibc  thejr  views,  aflumed  the  lofty  diftmftion 
of  the  League  for  the  public  Good. 

The  duke  of  Brittany,  to  fortify  his  hopes,  had 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  Edward  the  Fourth, 
who  at  that  time  occupied  the  throne  of  England  j 
^d  the  king  of  France,  fccure  and  unfufpicious  of 
the  ftorm  which  was  gathering,  refolved  to  prefs 
the  fubmiffion  of  his  vaffal  by  the  moft  vigorous 
mcafures.  Under  the  pretence  of  a pilgrimage, 
he  advanced  to  Poitou,  a fituation  convenient  for 
his  projefted  invafion  of  Brittany ; but  from  this 
defign  he  was  recalled  to  provide  for  his  own  de- 
fence; the  flight  of  the  duke  of  Berri  was  the 
flgnal  for  open  hoftilities ; and  while  the  duke  of 
Brittany  entered  France  on  one  fide,  the  count  of 
Charolois  on  the  other  pafled  the  Sornmc,  and 
rapidly  advanced  towards  Paris. 

Amidft  this  alarming  concurrence  of  circum- 
ftanccs,  the  genius  of  Lewis,  aftive,  penetrating, 
and  peculiarly  calculated  to  extricate  him  from 
difficulties,  eminently  appeared  : To  prevent  the 


1 


Digitized  by  Googic 


HISTORY  OF  FRANCE.  503 

junftion  of  the  Bretons  and  Burgundians,  he 
diligently  pointed  his  march  towards  the  capital, 
which  was  already  infulted  by  the  hoftile  arms  of 
the  count  of  Charolois.  On  the  intelligence  of 
the  king’s  approach,  that  prince  advanced  to 
Montleheri,  about  eight  leagues  beyond  that  city. 
But  while  he  anxiouQy  awaited  there  the  arrival  of 
his  confederates,  the  prefence  of  the  royal  army 
compelled  him  to  hazard  an  aftion,  fingly  and 
unfupported.  The  fufpicions  of,  Lewis,  always 
lively,  and  now  particularly  aroufed  by  the  con- 
feioufnefs  of  his  own  perfidious  arts,  and  by  the 
numbers  who  daily  deferred  him,  were  extended  to 
Breze,  fenefchal  of  Normandy,  to  whom  he  had 
entrufted  the  condudl  of  his  army.  He  eagerly 
demanded  of  that  leader,  whether  he  had  not 
fubferibed  the  league  of  his  enemies  ? “ They 
“ have  indeed,”  anfwered  Breze,  “ my  hand- 
“ writing ; but  my  body  is  your  majefty’s.”  To 
efface  the  doubts  of  Lewis,  the  fenefchal  deter- 
mined immediately  to  engage:  With  the  van-guard 
he  drew  fo  near  the  count  of  Charolois,  that  a ' 
battle  was  inevitable  j and  the  king,  unable  to 
retire  without  difgrace,  was  reluftantly  induced  to 
give  die  fignal  of  attack. 

The  battle  of  Montleheri  was  obftinately  dif- 
puted  for  above  five  hours-,  the  field • prefented 
a feene  of  confufed  carnage,  without  either  Ikill  or 
Kk4  order  i 


\ 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


HISTORY  Of  FRANCE. 


S0+ 

order  j the  count  of  Charolois  here  firft  difplayed 
that  impetuous  courage  which  ever  after  charaiter- 
ized  him  through  life ; and  the  king,  cool  and  in- 
trepid amidft  the  dangers  which  furrounded  him, 
extorted  even  from  his  adverfaries  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  perfonal  valour.  Yet  the  efforts  of  the 
leaders  were  but  ill  feconded  by  their  trOops ; and 
ftruck  with  a fudden  panic,  the  greateft  part  of  both 
armies  deferted  the  conflict.  On  the  fide  of  Lewis 
perifhed  Breze  himfelf,  and  about  fifteen  hundred 
men  j the  lofs  of  the  count  of  Charolois  was  nearly 
equal : But  that  prince,  though  wounded  in  the 
throat,  dill  kept  the  field,  and  claimed  the  vidory; 
while  Lewis,  anxious  to  preferve  the  metropolis, 
and  diftruftful  of  the  attachment  of  its  citizens, 
haftily  decamped,  and  entered  Paris. 

The  attention  of  the  king  of  France  was  im- 
mediately direded  to  fecure  the  affeftions  of  the 
inhabitants  of  his  capital.  He  endeavoured  to 
infinuate  himfelf  into  their  bofoms  by  that  plia- 
bility of  addrefs  of  which  he  was  fo  eminently 
mafter;  he  adopted  manners  the  moft  engaging 
and  popular ; he  courted  the  wives  and  daughters  - 
of  the  mechanics ; he  promifed  a repeal  of  every 
burdenfome  or  extraordinary  impoft}  and  he  ex- 
tended feveral  ads  of  grace  to  retain  them  in 
their  allegiance.  In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of 
Brittany  had  joined  the  count  of  Charolois ; and 
the  confederates,  fwclled  to  an  hoft  of  one  hun- 
dred 
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dred  thoufand  men,  among  whom  were  five  hun- 
dred Swifs,  the  firft  ever  feen  in  France,  fwept 
the  open  country,  and  encamped  in  the  villages 
adjacent  to  Paris.  But  they  in  vain  attempted  to 
gain  pofleflion  of  that  city  by  blockade,  by  fa- 
mine, and  by  intrigue}  conftant  fupplies  were 
introduced  by  the  rivers  the  Maine,  the  Yonne, 
and  the  Seine ; and  the  hopes  of  infurreftion  were 
baffled  by  the  prudence  and  vigilance  of  Lewis. 
Terms  of  accommodation  fucceeded  a fruitlels 
fiegc ; a conference  was  propofed  and  agreed  upon 
between  the  king  of  France  and  the  count  of 
Charolois ; and  in  a treaty  that  prince  obtained 
for  himfelf  and  his  next  heir  the  towns  upon  the 
Somme,  which  had  already  been  ranfomed ; and 
the  diftrifts  of  Boulogne,  Guifnes,  Peronne,  Mon- 
didier,  and  Roye,  as  a perpetual  inheritance.  In 
a feparate  and  fubfequent  treaty,  the  reft  of  the 
confederates  were  gratified  in  their  demands; 
Charles,  the  brother  of  the  king,  received  the 
duchy  of  Normandy,  which  Lewis  more  readily 
granted,  as  he  was  already  apprifed  of  the  revolt 
of  Rouen.  To  the  duke  of  Bourbon  was  allotted 
Donchery,  feveral  lordftiips  in  Auvergne,  and  a 
hundred  tlioufand  crowns.  The  duke  of  Brit- 
tany acquired  Montfort  and  Eftampes ; the  count 
of  Dunois  occupied  his  former  military  pofts ; 
the  count  of  St.  Pol  was  invefted  with  the  fword 
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of  Conftable } and  Anthony  de  Chabanncs,  count 
of  Dammartin,  was  reftored  to  his  eftate,  and 
loon  became  an  acknowledged  favourite  of  his 
fovereign.  The  league  thus  broken,  each  mem- 
ber of  it  returned  to  his  refpeftive  dominions  or 
Caftle;  while  the  king,  the  moment  he  had  figned, 
protefted  againft  the  treaty,  in  the  prefence  of 
Icveral  confidential  members  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  as  contrary  to  the  interefts  of  the  crown  j 
and  held  himfclf  in  readinefs  to  improve  each 
favourable  occafion,  and  fingly  to  crufh  thofc  op- 
ponents, to  whofe  united  force  he  had  reluftantly 
fubmitted. 

The  count  of  Charolois  had  con- 
A.D.1466.  accommodation  with 

Lewis,  that  he  might  exert  his  entire  ftrength 
againft  the  rebellious  inhabitants  of  Liege ; Ed- 
ward the  Fourth  of  England  was  fcarce  con- 
firmed on  his  throne,  which  he  had  afeended  by 
the  expulfion  of  the  Houfe  of  Lancafter ; the  king 
of  France  therefore  feized  the  ready  opportunity 
to  fliake  off  the  fetters  which  the  late  treaties  had 
impofed.  He  gained  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  the 
moft  able  and  moderate  of  the  confederates, 
by  a fpecious  acknowledgment  that  his  deferts 
had  not  hitherto  been  properly  confidered,.  and 
by  beftowing  on  him  the  hand  of  Jane,  his 
natural  daughter,  with  the  dowry  of  Uffon  in 
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Auvergne,  and  Moras,  Beaurepaire,  and  Cornillon, 
in  Dauphine ; while  the  difeontents  between  the 
dukes  of  Brittany  and  Normandy  enabled  him  to 
fecure  the  neutrality  of  the  former,  and  to  recover 
what  he  had  unwillingly  ceded  to  the  latter, 
Charles,  duke  of  Normandy,  timid  in  his  dif- 
pofition  and  feeble  in  his  mind,  had  abandoned 
himfeif  to  counfellors  equally  weak  and  fordid. 
Thefe  foon  embroiled  him  with  his  royal  brother} 
and  Lewis,  vigorous  and  rapid  in  his  movements, 
entered  the  province  he  had  fo  lately  yielded,  and 
made  h.mfelf  mafter  of  Vernon,  Gifors,  Gournay, 
and  Louviers.  Rouen  foon  opened  her  gates 
and  implored  his  mercy  j and  Charles,  deftitute 
of  refources  and  allies,  deprived  of  both  his  titles 
of  Normandy  and  Berri,  was  forced  to  feek  a 
doubtful  (belter  from  the  ftorm  in  the  court  of  the 
duke  of  Brittany,  and  even  to  fell  his  plate  to 
procure  a wretched  fubfiftence. 

To  attach  to  his  interefts  the  Houfe  of  Anjou, 
the  king  of  France  prefented  to  the  duke  of  Ca- 
labria the  fum  of  twenty-four  thoufand  livres ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  he  feverely  punifhed  the 

I 

count  of  Maine;  whom  he  difeovered  to  have 
held  a fecret  correfpondence  with  the'  confede- 
rates. The  effeds  of  hope  and  fear,  which  fo 
entirely  influence  the  human  mind,  were  fuc- 
ceisfiilly  excited  by  the  policy  of  Lewis ; who 
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liberally  rewarded  his  adherents,  and  chaltifed 
with  exemplary  rigour  his  adverfaries.  Yet  when 
prudence  diftated,  he  could  difguife  his  relcnt- 
ments,  nor  fufFered  paflion  to  interfere  with  his 
intereft.  Lewis  of  Luxembourg,  count  of  St. 
Pol,  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  at  the  battle  of 
Montleheri  as  an  a£Uve  and  enterprifing  general, 
and  as  a zealous  partizan  of  the  league  j he  had 
afterwards  extorted  from  the  king  the  fword  of 
conftablc  ; but  Lewis,  fenfible  of  his  abilities  and 
fplendid  connexions,  determined  if  poflible  to  de- 
tach him  from  the  Houfe  of  Burgundy,,  and  to 
fecure  his  future  fidelity  by  a marriage  with  Mary 
of  Savoy,  the  fitter  of  his  queen. 

The  death  of  Philip,  duke  of  Bur- 
A.d.i4<7*  whofe  juttice,  beneficence,  and 

paternal  attention  to  his  people  had  acquired  him 
the  furname  of  Good,  devolved  his  fpacious  domi- 
nions on  his  fon  Charles,  count  of  Charolois : That 
prince,  of  fiery  and  impetuous  manners,  bold  in 
action,  patient  of  fatigue,  and  daring  in  his  de- 
figns,  had  already  humbled  the  rebellious  people  of 
Liege ; he  had  reludtantly  fuffered  the  brother  of 
the  king  to  be  difpoflefled  of  the  duchy  of  Nor- 
mandy ; and  had  beheld,  with  a lively  jealoufy  of 
the  growing  power  of  France,  the  tardy  and  in- 
ettecttual  eftbrts  of  the  duke  of  Brittany  to  rettore 
him.  With  Francis  he  had  entered  into  a fccret 
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treaty;  but  the  Bretons  were  already  driven  from 
the  ports  they  had  occupied  in  Normandy  before 
the  duke  of  Burgundy  parted  the  Somme ; and. 
the  king,'  dreading  the  confederacy  of  thofe  power- 
ful neighbours,  concluded  an  inrtant  peace  with 
the  duke  of  Brittany ; confented  to  allow  his  bro- 
ther, the  duke  of  Normandy,  but  who  was  now 
Amply  rtiled  Monfieur,  an  income  fufficient  to 
maintain  the  dignity  of  his  birth  ; and  defirous  of 
availing  himfelf  of  his  fuperior  addrert  in  negocia- 
lion,  he  determined  on  a perfonal  interview  with 
the  duke  of  Burgundy. 

Pcronne,  a town  of  Picardy,  and  in 
the  poflTeflion  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
was  appointed  as  the  place  of  conference ; and 
Lewis,  attended  by  a flender  train,  and  accom- 
panied only  by  cardinal  Balue,  the  duke  of  Bour- 
bon, and  the  conrtable  the  count  de  St,  Pol, 
entered  the  hortile  walls.  Intent  on  deceiving  his 
rival,  and  improvident  of  his  own'  fecurity,  he 
committed  himfelf  to  the  faith  of  a prince  whom 
he  had  invariably  endeavoured  to  delude ; even 
common  prudence  feems  for  a moment  to  have 
deferred  a bofom  lately  occupied  by  fufpicion, 
and  a mind  which  teemed  with  every  wily  rtrata- 
gem.  The  duke  of  Burgundy  received  the  king 
with  every  mark  of  dirtinftion,  and  lodged  him 
in  the  town  of  Pcronne;  but  the  concourfe  of 
I . Burgundian 
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Burgundian  lords  and  other  perfons  of  rank,  the 
avowed  enemies  of  Lewis,  who  daily  arrived^ 
awaked  too  late  the  apprehenfions  of  that  monarch  j 
his  fears  plunged  him  into  an  error  ftill  more  dan- 
gerous than  that  which  his  prefumption  had  fug- 
gefted  j for  his  immediate  fecurity,  he  requelled  he 
might  have  apartments  alTigned  him  in  the  caftle ; 
and  thus  voluntarily  delivered  himfelf  a prifoncr 
at  the  difcretion  of  Charles. 

Previous  to  the  interview,  the  king,  whofe  grand 
objedt  was  to  keep  the  duke  of  Burgundy  con-  ' 
ftantly  employed  in  domeftic  wars,  had  fent  agents 
privately  to  Liege,  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to 
refume  their  arms  by  a promife  of  protedlion; 
Whether,  intent  on  higher  defigns,  his  memory 
betrayed  him,  or  that  he  did  not  expeft  the  confe- 
quences  of  his  intrigues  would  be  inftantancous, 
the  danger  that  might  refult  from  thefe  praftiecs 
appears  not  to  have  been  the  objedl  of  a mo- 
ment’s confideration.  Inflamed  by  his  arts,  a 
confiderable  number  of  the  Liegeois  aflembled 
privately  at  Tongres,  where  the  bilhop  of  Liege 
and  the  lord  D’Himbercourt,  a Burgundian  officer 
of  high  eftimation,  were  quartered  with  two  thou- 
fand  men ; the  confpirators  fuddenly  furprifed  the 
town,  captured  the  bilhop  and  the  governor,  maf- 
facred  part  of  their  train,  and  after  fatiating  them- 
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fclves  with  flaughter,  retired  with  their  prifoners 
to  Liege. 

The  inteiligence  was  quickly  conveyed  to  the 
duke  of  Burgundy;  and  it  was  added,  that  the 
ambafiadors  of  the  king  of  France  had  appeared 
in  perfon,  animating  t!ic  infurgents.  The  paflions 
of  Charles,  always  impetuous,  were  on  this  occafion 
heightened  to  fury.  In  a tranfport  of  rage,  he 
reproached  Lewis  with  his  breach  of  faith,  com- 
manded the  gates  of  the  caftle  to  be  fliut  and 
ftridlly  guarded,  and  denounced  vengeance  againft 
the  perfidious  monarch  who  had  deceived  him. 
While  Charles  concerted  what  meafures  to  purfuc 
with  the  minifters  he  moll  confided  in,  the  caufe 
of  his  violence  reached  the  ears  of  the  king  of 
France.  Lewis,  naturally  timid  and  irrefolute, 
in  the  hands  of  his  mortal  enemy  whom  he  had 
deeply  offended,  furrounded  with  people  who  dc- 
tefted  him,  and  fhut  up  in  the  very  fort  where  Her-  ' 
bert,  count  of  Vermandois,  had  confined  Charles 
the  Simple,  underwent  by  anticipation  all . the 
horrors  of  death.  Yet  in  this  dangerous  erifis 
his  art  never  forlbok  him  j he  diftributed  large 
fums  of  money  among  thofe  officers  whofe  opi- 
nions were  moil  likely  to  influence  the  duke  of 
Burgundy ; and  endeavoured  by  fplendid  prefents 
and  promifes  to  allay  the  refentment  of  his  ene- 
mies, 
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mies,  and  to  confirm  the  attachment  of  his  friends. 
Three  days  he  paffed  in  a ftate  of  painful  fuf- 
pcnce,  while  Charles,  without  deigning  to  vifit 
him,  maintained  an  indignant  filence.  At  length 
the  rage  of  that  prince  gradually  fubfided ; and 
on  the  fourth  niorning  he  propofed  to  the  king  the 
conditions  which  he  had  fiked  as  the  price  of  his 
freedom. 

Thefe  differed  but  little  from  thofe  which  com- 
pofed  the  former  treaty;  but  the  friendfhip  of 
the  duke  ftipulatcd  for  Charles,  the  brother  of  the 
king,  the  counties  of  Champagne  and  Brie,  in 
lieu  of  the  duchy  of  Normandy,  of  which  he  had 
been  delpoiled ; and  his  relentment  infifted  on  the 
prefence  of  Lewis,  while  he  avenged  the  late 
maffacre  at  Tongres,  and  chaftifed  the  revolt  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Liege.  The  two  princes  imme- 
diately formed  the  fiege  of  that  city  ; the  walls  had 
been  partly  deftroyed  in  the  affault  of  the  pre- 
ceding year;  but  the  breaches,  which  had  been 
negledtcd  by  the  confidence,  were  defended  by  the 
defpair  of  the  citizens,  enamoured  of  freedom,  and 
hopelefs  of  pardon.  The  marcfchal  of  Burgundy, 
who  had  preffed  forward  as  to  a certain  viftory, 
was  admoniflied  to  refpeft  the  fteady  valour  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  crouded  through  their  gates  to  en- 
counter him.  In  a more  daring  fally,  the  Liegcois 
penetrated  to  the  very  quarters  of  the  king  of 
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France  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy:  For  a moment, 
the  deftruftion  of  Lewis  and  Charles  appeared 
inevitable  ■,  and  it  was  not  without  the  moft 
ftrenuous  efforts  of  perfonal  prowefs,  that  they  at 
length  repelled  their  enemies.  But  the  animated 
effufions  of  enthufiafm  foon  funk  before  the  in- 
creafing  numbers  and  incefliint  attacks  of  the  be- 
fiegers ; Liege  was  carried  by  ftorm  j the  city  was 
devoted  to  the  flames ; and  the  citizens  atoned  by 
their  blood  for  the  cruelties  which  they  had  praftifed 
at  Tongres. 

Lewis  had  been  compelled  to  contribute  his 
affiftance  to  the  redudlion  of  the  unhappy  people 
whom  he  had  excited  to  revolt,  and  to  witnefi 
the  punifhment  of  a crime  which  he  himfelf  had 
fuggefted.  He  was  now  permitted  to  return  to 
France ; but  before  he  quitted  the  dominions  of 
the  duke  of  Burgundy,  he  enquired  of  that 
prince  What  condudl  he  expefted  him  to  purfue 
if  his  brother  Ihould  not  be  fatisfied  with  the 
counties  of  Champagne  and  Brie  ? " In  that 

" cafe,”  replied  Charles,  “ I lhall  withdraw  all 
“ future  mediation,  and  leave  you  to  accommodate 
“ your  own  differences.”  An  important  anfwer, 
which  was  haftily  given,,  and  which  the  king  of 
France  received  with  pleafure,  and  fopn  converted 
to  his  advantage. 
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P The  fituation  of  Champagne  and 
1469, 1471.  Bricj  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Burgundian 
dominions,  would  have  infallibly  cemented  the 
alliance  between  the  two  dukes  and  Lewis  had 
no  fooner  arrived  at  Paris  than  he  exerted  his  abi- 
lities and  addrefs  to  prevail  on  his  brother  to  ac- 
cept in  exchange  the  county  of  Guienne.  That 
prince,  weak,  and  deceived  by  the  marks  of  kind- 
nefs  which  the  king  affefted  towards  him,  com- 
plied with  the  propofal,  and  changed  his  title  of 
duke  of  Normandy  to  affume  that  of  Guienne.  But 
convinced  when  it  was  too  late  of  the  error  he  had 
committed,  and  allured  by  the  hopes  of  a mar- 
riage with  Mary  of  Burgundy,  the  only  daughter  of 
and  heirefs  to  the  vaft  poffdTions  of  Charles,  he 
began  to  renew  his  confederacy  with  that  prince 
and  with  the  duke  of  Brittany.  Before  their 
meafures  were  ripe,  I.ewis  himfelf  had  determined 
bn  open  hoftiliiies:  He  had  reluftantly  yielded 
the  towns  of  the  Somme,  which  expofed  Picardy 
to  the  controul  of  his  rival  j and  he  now  pre- 
pared to  recover  by  arms  what  he  had  loft  by 
his  imprudence.  As  a peer  of  France,  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  was  fummoned  to  the  parliament 
of  Parrs’;  and  on  his  refufal,  the  conftable 'St. 
Pol  ■'invefted  and  poffclTed  -himfelf  of  St.  Quin- 
tin.  Amiens,  Roie,  and  Mondidier  foon  after 
opened  their  gates  to  the  French ; and  Charles 
3 was 
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was  lefs  difmayed  by  the  lofs  of  thefe  cities  than 
by  the  defeftion  of  his  natuml  brother,  Baldwin, 
whofe  fidelity  Lewis  had  corrupted.  Uncertain 
whom  to  truft,  and  doubtful  of  the  event  of  war, 
the  haughty  difpofition  of  Charles  condefeended  to 
folicit  a peace : To  enforce  his  propofal,  he  eroded 
the  Somme  with  a numerous  army;  and  Lewis, 
fwayed  by  his  natural  irrefolution,  confented  to  a 
truce  for  a year. 

When  the  king  of  France  firft  re-  ^ ^ 
folvcd  to  attack  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  *470,  ht*- 
he  was  encouraged  in  that  enterpriie  by  a new 
revolution  in  England;  The  earl  of  Warwick, 
whofe  valour  and  popularity  had  contributed  fo 
eminently  to  raife  Edward  the  Fourth  to  the 
throne,  had  quitted  the  caufe  of  that  prince  in 
difguft,  and  cfpoufed  the  claim  of  Henry  the  Sixth, 
from  whofe  feeble  hand  he  had  formerly  wrefted 
the  feeptre.  Charles  of  Burgundy  had  married 
the  After  of  Edward  j and  Lew’is,  impelled  by  his 
natural  enmity  to  the  allies  and  connexions  of 
Charles,  furnilhed  Warwick  with  a fleet  to  efcorc 
him,  and  granted  him  a fupply  of  men  and  money. 
That  nobleman  landed  at  Dartmouth ; and  the  fpirit 
of  difeontent  foon  fwelled  his  martial  train  to  an 
army  of  ftxty  thoufand  men : Near  Nottingham, 
the  camp  of  Edward  was  betrayed  by  the  fecret 
adherents  of  the  houfe  of  Lancafter,  and  the  par- 
tizans  of  Warwick.  Edward  himfelf,  amidft  the 
L 1 2 confufion 
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confufion  of  a nofturnal  tumult,  eluded  the  fearcli 
of  his  enemies,  and  with  a fmall  retinue  fled  to  Lynn 
in  Norfolk;  there  he  fortunately  found  fome  Ihips 
ready,  in  which  he  embarked,  and  efcaped  with 
difficulty  into  the  port  of  Alcmaer  in  Holland. 

But  the  hopes  which  Lewis  might  entertain  from 
the  reftoration  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  were  foon  dif- 
fipated  by  a fecond  revolution  equally  rapid  and 
extraordinary.  Although  the  repeated  information 
which  Charles  had  conveyed  to  his  brother-in-law 
of  the  defigns  of  Warwick  had  been  difregarded, 
yet  intereft  and  inclination  prompted  him  to  make 
fome  efforts  in  the  fupport  of  fo  near  a kinfman  ; 
and  he  dreaded  left  Henry  and  Lewis  fhould 
overwhelm  him  with  their  united  arms : He  dcr 
termined  however  to  conceal  his  preparations  as 
much  as  pofliblc,  and  if  unruccefsful  to  difavow 
them.  Four  large  vcfTels  were  equipped  at  Ter- 
veer  in  Zealand ; and  fourteen  fliips  were  fecretly 
hired  from  the  Hanjealk  league ; a confederacy 
which  originated  with  the  cities  of  l.ubeck  and 
Hamburgh,  and  which  afterwards  included  eighty 
confidcrablc  cities,  I'cattcred  through  thofe  coun- 
tries that  ftretch  from  the  bottom  of  the  Baltic  to 
Cologne  on  the  Rhine.  With  this  fmall  fquadron 
Fdward,  impatient  for  revenge,  fteered  towards 
J'.ngland : After  an  ineffedtual  attempt  on  the 
coalf  of  Norfollc,  he  landed  at  Ravenfpur  in 
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Yorkfhire ; he  foon  obtained  poflcffion  of  the  city 
of  Y ork ; and  by  the  acccffion  of  his  adherents 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a formidable  army. 
By  fccret  and  rapid  marches  he  evaded  the  forces 
of  Warwick,  poRed  nearLeicefter;  prefented  him- 
felf at  the  gates,  and  was  received  by  the  citizens 
of  London.  In  the  battle  of  Barnet  he  defeated 
W arwick,  who  perifhed  in  the  field ; in  a fecond 
aftion  iKar  Tewkefbury  he  again  triumphed  over 
the  Lancaftriansi  and  the  murder  of  Henry  the 
Sixth,  and  that  of  his  only  fon,  feemed  to  extin- 
guilh  the  hopes  of  the  party,  and  finally  to  fccurc 
ihe  crown  to  the  houfe  of  York. 

The  fuccefs  of  his  brother-in-law  ^ ^ 
revived  the  ambition  of  the  duke  of 
Burgundy;  he  refumed  his  negociations  with 
the  king  of  England,  the  duke  of  Brittany,  and 
the  duke  of  Guienne.  The  latter  prince  was 
again  allured  by  the  hopes  of  marrying  Mar- 
garet of  Burgundy  : But  while  the  defigns  of 

the  confederates  prefented  the  faireft  profpeft,  it 
vras  again  overcaft  by  the  fudden  and  myftcrious 
death  of  the  duke  of  Guienne  ; an  event  fo  for- 
tunate for  Lewis  as  to  occafion  an  univerfal  fuf- 
picion  of  his  having  haftened  it  by  poifon.  A 
variety  of  circumftances  combined  with  the  cha- 
rafter  of  Lewis  to  confirm  the  public  opinion. 
The  abbot  of  St.  John  d’Angeli,  on  whom  the 
L 1 3 general 
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general  voice  had  fixed  as  the  inftrument  of  this 
atrocious  deed,  was  found,  in  the  morning  ap- 
pointed for  his  trial,  ftrangled,  and  lying  dead  in 
his  cell ; and  it  was  commonly  believed  that  the 
king  had  not  hefitated  to  conceal  the  firft  crime 
by  the  perpetration  of  a fecond.  With  a condudl 
equally  dark  and  defigning,  he  procured  documents 
tending  to  trace  the  authors  of  his  brother’s  fate 
to  be  brought  to  him  j he  even  appointed  com- 
miflioners  to  enter  upon  their  examination  j but 
this  tribunal  w.rs  not  allowed  to  come  to  any  de- 
cifion,  although  the  members  of  it  were  rewarded 
by  Lewis,  who  eagerly  feized  Guienne,  and  re- 
united it  to  the  crown  of  France, 

The  indignation  and  refentment  of  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  were  aroufed  by  the  deplorable 
and  unexpefted  death  of  his  ally ; he  entered 
Picardy  with  an  army,  determined  to  wreak  his 
vengeance  on  the  unhappy  fubjefts  of  the  unna- 
tural Lewis,  and  to  facrifice  to  the  memory  of 
the  duke  of  Guienne  every  inhabitant  who  fell 
into  his  p.  wer.  The  unfortunate  citizens  of  Nefie 
were  the  firft  to  encounter  his  fury,  and  were  in- 
volved in  a promifcuous  mafiacre,  without  re- 
fpe6b  to  fex  or  age.  But  Beauvais,  confident  in 
her  walls  and  the  ftrength  of  her  garrifon,  derided 
his  menaces,  and  repulfed  his  attacks  while 
Charles,  difappointed  in  this  attempt,  raifed  the 
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hopelefs  fiege,  entered  the  county  of  Caux,  feized 
the  cities  of  Eu  and  St.  Valery,  delivered  Lon- 
gueville  to  the  flames,  and  extended  his  devafta- 
tions  as  far  as  the  gates  of  Rouen. 

Lewis,  uniform  and  conftant  in  his  defigns, 
had,  during  the  invafion  of  his  furious  rival,  en- 
camped on  the  frontiers  of  Brittany,  determined  to 
diflulve  the  league  between  Francis  and  Edward 


the  Fourth.  The  latter  prince,  occupied  in  the 
internal  regulation  of  his  own  kingdom,  was  de- 
terred from  affording  that  ready  fuccour  which  his 
allies  required ; and  the  duke  of  Brittany,  unable  to 
face  the  royal  army  of  Lewis,  fubferibed  a truce 
for  a year : His  example  was  followed  by  the  dulte 
of  Burgundy,  whofe  impolitic  violence  in  deftroy- 
ing  the  open  country  had  proved  fatal  to  his  own 
defigns,  and  compelled  him  for  want  of  fubfiftence 
to  retire  towards  his  own  dominions,  and  to  agree 
to  a cefiation  of  hoftilities. 

This  interval  from  war  was  diligently 
employed  by  each  prince  in  endeavours 
to  increafo  the  number  of  his  own  adherents,  and 
to  corrupt  thofe  of  his  adverfary.  Of  the  nobles 
of  France,  Lewis  of  Luxemburgh,  count  de  St. 
Pol  and  conftable  of  that  kingdom,  claimed  the 
pre-eminence  in  power  and  abilities:  His  terri- 
tories lay  between  the  king’s  and  thofe  of  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  j St.  Quintin,  Ham,  and 
L 1 4 Bohain 
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Bohain  acknowledged  his  authority ; and  the  re-r 
venue  which  he  drew  from  his  polls,  and  the  mar- 
tial train  which  he  maintained,  refembled  rather 
the  eftablilhment  of  a fovereign  than  a fut^eft.  At 
the  battle  of  Montleheri  he  had  diftinguiflicd 
himfelf  as  one  of  the  moll  aftive  chiefs  of  the 
league ; and  though  he  had  fince  preferred  the 
external  appearance  of  allegiance  to  Lewis,  yet  he 
had  never  hefitated  to  engage  in  every  rebellious 
negociation.  To  reconcile  fome  differences  which 
had  arifen  between  the  king  and  himfelf,  he  had 
infulted  the  dignity  of  the  crown  by  infilling  on  a 
perfonal  conference;  and  at  their  interview  he 
Ihidioully  affe6led  to  difplay  his  diftrult  by  the 
precautions  which  he  openly  made  ufe  of,  and  the 
number  of  armed  partizans  by  which  he  was  at- 
tended. From  this  conference  he  retired,  after 
vowing  inviolable  fidelity  in  future,  to  enter  into 
frelh  intrigues  with  Edward  the  Fourth  of  England, 
and  with  the  duke  of  Burgundy. 

Though  Edward  confidered  himfelf  but  little 
indebted  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy  for  the  recep- 
tion which  Charles  had  given  him  during  his 
exile,  yet  policy  induced  thefe  princes  to  maintain 
a clofe  connedlion,  and  they  agreed  to  unite  their 
arms  in  making  a powerful  invafion  on  France. 
A league  was  formed,  in  which  Edward  llipula,ted, 
to  pals  the  fcas  with  an  army  exceeding  tq;i  t^iovi-: 
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, men,  and  to  invade  the  French  territories  f 
Charles  promifed  to  join  him  with  all  his  forces. 
The  king  of  England  was  to  challenge  the  crown 
of  France,  and  to  obtain  at  lead  the  provinces  of 
Normandy  and  Guienne ; the  duke  was  to  acquire 
Champagne,  and  fome  adjacent  diftrifts,  and  to 
free  his  dominions  from  homage ; neither  party 
was  to  make  peace  without  the  confent  of  the  other, 
Tlie  intereft  of  the  duke  of  Brinany  they  natu> 
rally  concluded  would  induce  him  to  join  their 
ftandard;  and  the  count  de  St.  Pol  had  fecretly 
engaged  to  receive  the  Englilh  into  St.  Quintin, 
and  into  the  other  towns  which  he  occupied  on  the 
river  Somme. 

The  fituation  of  Lewis  was  at  lead 
delicate  if  not  dangerous;  and  he  was 
prefefved  from  the  dorm  equally  by  his  own  dex.. 
terity  and  the  indiferetion  of  his  adverfarics.  The 
king  of  England  had  paded  over  to  Calais  with 
an  army  of  fifteen  hundred  men  at  arms,  and 
fifteen  thoufand  archers ; but  the  impatient  temper 
of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  could  ill  brook  the  ne- 
, ceflary  delay  which  attended  the  levying  fo  for- 
midable a force  ; Enamoured  of  new  defigns,  he 
had  already  engaged  in  a quarrel  with  the  whole 
Germanic  body  by  laying  fiege  to  the  town  of 
l^uiz  on  the  Rhine ; and  while  he  pertinacioufly 
fdhered  to  this  enterprifo,  he  in  van  endeavoured 
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in  perfon  to  cxcufe  his  breach  of  treaty,  and  to 
extort  the  approbation  of  his  ally  to  a meafure  fo 
fatal  to  their  mutual  interefts.  Yet  Edward  ad- 
vanced into  Picardy,  in  expectation  that  the  con- 
ftable  would  at  leaft  have  performed  his  promife, 
and  deiivered  into  his  hands  the  town  of  St.  Quin- 
tin;  but  St.  Pol,  by  a double  piece  of  treachery, 
deceived  his  allies,  and  enabled  Lewis  to  diflTolvc 
a league,  which  if  it  had  been  ftriCtly  maintained, 
might  liave  renewed  the  difaftrous  defeats  of  Crccy 
and  Azincourt. 

Lewis,  fenfible  of  his  inability  to 
oppofe  the  confederates  by  arms,  had 
recourfe  to  artifice  and  ncgociation,  his  ufual  en- 
gines ; Swayed  more  by  political  views  than  the 
point  of  honour,  he  deemed  no  fubmifiions  too 
mean  which  might  free  him  from  his  enemies 
Edward,  voluptuous  and  indolent,  and  diflatisfied 
with  his  allies,  lent  a ready  ear  to  his  propofals. 
The  king  of  France  ftipulatcd  to  pay  to  the  king 
of  England  feventy-five  thoufand  crowns,  on  his 
confenting  immediately  to  repafs  the  feas : To  this 
condition  was  added  another/  which  plainly  pro- 
claimed the  ignominious  badge  of  tribute;  fifty 
thoufand  crowns  a year  were  fettled  on  Edward  for 
^his  life ; and  the  laft  article  betrothed  the  dauphin 
when  of  age  to  the  eldeft  daughter  of  the  king 
of  England.  In  vain  did  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
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loudly  clamour  againft  this  injurious  treaty  j Ed- 
ward, unmoved  by  his  reproaches,  and  Lewis, 
indifferent  to  his  menaces,  ratified  the  peace  at  a 
perfonal  interview  at  Pecquigny,  near  Amiens.  Yet 
the  lapfe  of  fucceffive  years  had  not  effaced  the 
guilty  conference  of  Montereau  j and  the  two  mo- 
narchs  in  their  preparations  feem  to  have  been 
aftuated  by  a mutual  diflruft.  In  the  middle  of 
the  bridge  of  Pecquigny,  a grated  barrier  was 
crefted,  the  intervals  of  which  would  only  allow 
an  arm  to  pafs  on  oppofite  fides  the  two  princes 
appeared  ; and  after  conferring  privately  together, 
and  confirming  the  articles  of  peace,  they  parted 
with  liberal  but  hollow  profeffions  of  reciprocal 
friendfliip  and  efteem. 

Yet  however  the  abjeft  concefllons  of  Lewis 
might  degrade  the  dignity  of  the  king  of  France, 
his  foul  on  this  occafion  feemed  not  deflitutc  of 
humanity ; and  amidft  a variety  of  interefted  in- 
trigues, one  adtion  of  genuine  liberality  commands 
our  attention  and  admiration.  Margaret,  the  un- 
fortunate widow  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  was  ranfomed 
from  Edward  by  Lewis  for  the  fum  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  crowns  ■,  and  that  princefs,  after  having  ex- 
perienced fo  many  viciflitudes  of  life,  after  having 
beheld  the  untimely  fate  of  her  hufband,  her  fon, 
and  the  noble  followers  of  her  fortune,  found  a 
fafe  afylum  in  . France,  where  flie  paffed  the  re- 
mainder 
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maindcr  of  her  days  in  tranquillity  and  pri-. 
vacy. 

Although  Edward  had  fo  little  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied  with  the  conduft  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
he  referved  to  that  prince  a power  of  acceding  to 
the  treaty  of  Pccquigny ; but  Charles,  naturally 
haughty,  replied  that  he  was  able  to  fupport  him- 
felf  without  the  afliftance  of  England,  and  that 
he  would  make  no  peace  with  Lewis  till  three 
months  after  the  return  of  Edward  into  his  own 
country.  To  this  refolutjpn  he  adhered ; but  that 
period,  was  no  fooner  elapfed  than  he  negociated 
and  concluded  a truce  for  nine  years. 

When  thefe  princes  agreed  to  fufpend  their  ac, 
live  enmity  for  fo  long  a term,  the  public  articles 
they  fubferibed  contained  only  mutual  ftipula- 
tions  for  the  common  advantages  of  their  fubjcdls  j 
but  in  private  they  had  figned  an  agreement  of 
different  import.  The  perfidy  of  the  count  de  St. 
Pol  had  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  all  parties, 
and  his  ruin  was  fccretly  determined ; on  the  firft 
intelligence  of  the  implacable  refentment  of  Lewis, 
the  conftable,  confounded  and  jrrcfblute,  had 
fied  to  Mons  in  Hainault.  But  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy had  already  confented  to  deliver  him  up ; 
and  the  count  de  St.  Pol,  after  a hafty  trial,  was 
condemned,  and  executed  on  a public  fcaffold.  His 
fate  was  the  rperited  confequence  of  his  repeated 
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afts  of  perfidy  and  ingratitude ; yet  the  compofurc 
and  undaunted  courage  with  which  he  encountered 
death,  effaced  the  remembrance  of  his  guilt  j and 
pofierity  has  not  failed  to  brand  the  avarice  and 
rapacity  of  Charles  of  Burgundy,  who  ftipulated 
the  eftates  and  moveables  of  St.  Pol  as  the  price 
•f  the  unhappy  fugitive  whom  he  betrayed. 


Chapttr  . 
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Chapter  the  Tisientieth. 


\ 


WARS  OF  CHARLES  THE  BOLD,  DUKE  OF  BURGUNDY. 

DEATH  OF  THAT  PRINCE. BURGUNDY  AND 

ARTOIS  RE-ANNEXED  TO  THE  CROWN  OF  FRANCE. 
“ACQUISITION  OF  PROVENCE.— DEATH  OF  LEWIS 
THE  ELEVENTH.— SKETCH  OF  THE  CONSTITU- 
TION OF  FRANCE  FROM  THE  ACCESSION  OF  HUGH 
CAPET  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  LEWIS  THE  ELEVENTH. 


Lewis  had  effectually  extinguiflicd 

A.  D.  1476.  ^1^^  enmity  or  ambition  of  the  king 
of  England  by  a fervile  compliance  with  the  de- 
mand of  tribute,  which  he  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  difguife  under  the  name  of  a pcnfion  j he  had 
compelled  the  duke  of  Brittany  to  fubferibe  a new 
and  feparate  treaty,  by  which  he  renounced  all 
alliances  with  the  enemies  of  France ; by  the  exe- 
cution of  the  count  of  St.  Pol  he  had  ftruck  terror 
into  the  feditious  vaffals  of  the  crown  ; but  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  was  ftill  a rival,  whofe  grow- 
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ing  greatnefs  haunted  his  imagination,  and  claim- 
ed his  conftant  attention.  That  prince  had  lately 
reduced  the  city  of  Nancy,  and  added  the  country 
of  Lorrain  to  his  former  dominions.  But  Charles 
poflefled  the  courage  and  ambition  of  a conqueror, 
without  the  prudence  or  policy  of  a ftatefman: 
Ever  ardent  in  his  enterprifes,  his  reftlefs  difpofi- 
tion  on  fome  imaginary  infult  precipitated  him 
againft  the  Swifs,  a virtuous  and  hardy  people, 
who  had  purchafed  their  freedom  by  the  boldeft 
oppofition  to  Auftrian  tyranny,  and  who  cherlThed 
f it  with  an  enthufiaftic  affeftion  amidft  their  lakes 
and  mountains. 

The  Swifs  in  vain  attempted  to  deprecate  the 
wrath  of  Charles  by  the  moft  humble  applica- 
tions for  peace ; in  vain  did  they  offer  to  abandon 
all  alliances  that  were  contrary  to  his  intereft,  and 
for  a fmall  fubfidy  to  fupply  him  with  a body  of 
fix  thoufand  men  to  lerve  indifcriminatcly  againft 
his  enemies.  Charles  was  deaf  to  every  pro- 
pofal,  however  fubmiffive  or  advantageous ; he 
entered  a bleak  and  mountainous  country,  which 
only  could  recompence  his  hazard  and  toils  with 
barren  laurels.  After  reducing  fome  inconfider- , 
able  places,  he  laid  fiege  to  Granfon : That  town 
was  defended  by  the  obftinate  valour  of  feven  or 
eight  hundred  Swifs,  zealous  in  the  caufe.  of  their 
country,  and  refoluce  to  vindicate  their  liberty! 
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The  cantons  of  Berne,  Laufanne,  Fribourg,  and 
Zurich,  armed  in  their  behalf;  But  Granfon  had 
furrcndered  at  difcrction,  and  the  garrifun  had  al- 
ready been  facrificcd  to  the  refentment  of  Charles, 
before  the  confederates  could  arrive.  The  duke 
of  Burgundy,  after  this  example  of  fcverity,  might 
have  maintained  the  advantageous  poft  he  had 
occupied,  and  derided  the  efforts  of  his  enemies, 
whom  poverty  muft  loon  have  compelled  to  dif- 
perfe.  But  he  obftinately  rejefted  the  advice  of 
his  moft  experienced  officers,  and  prefled  forwards 
to  the  fatal  conflid.  Confiding  in  the  fuperior 
numbers  and  difeipline  of  an  army,  which  is  repre- 
fented  as  amounting  to  fifty  thoufand  men,  he  pre- 
cipitately entered  the  defiles  of  the  mountains, 
and  was  encountered  and  defeated  by  fcarcc  ten 
thoufand  Swils,  haftily  colleded  and  rudely  armed, 
but  animated  by  an  invincible  love  of  freedom. 
Yet  the  Swifs,  deftitutc  of  cavalry,  were  unable  to 
continue  the  purfuit  and  improve  the  advantage. 
In  the  adion  of  Granfon,  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
loft  only  feven  men  at  arms;  but  his  military  cheft, 
his  fuperb  plate,  and  his  jewels,  the  moft  fplendid 
in  Europe,  were  the  prey  of  the  vidors  ; and  the 
Swifs  were  firft  taught  the  value  of  riches  from  tlie 
magnificent  fpoils  of  the  field. 

A mind  elated  by  conftant  profperity  could  ill 
fubmit  to  the  iron  fcourge  of  advcrfity  ; the  dif- 
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appointment  of  Charles  was  attended  by  a fevere 
indifpofition : But  he  could  fcarcc  raife  himfelf 
from  the  couch  of  fickncfs  before  he  refumed  his 
arms,  and  prepared  to  efface  the  (hame  of  his  late 
defeat.  By  language  the  moft  fubmiffivc,  and  by 
profefllons  the  moft  lavifh,  he  endeavoured  to  fe- 
cure  the  neutrality  of  the  king  of  France  : That 
monarch,  though  he  affedted  to  behold  with  un- 
concern, diligently  watched  the  meafures  of  his 
rival  j wary  and  cautious,  he  himfelf  ftill  declined 
to  engage  in  open  hoftilities  j but  with  his  gold  h« 
nurfed  the  hopes,  and  fortified  the  independent 
fpirits  of  the  Swifs  ■,  while  Charles,  inaccefilble  to 
council,  and  bent  on  deftrudtion,  re-affembled  his 
fcattered  forces;  and  in  four  months  from  the 
defeat  of  Granfon,  with  an  army  of  twenty- three 
thoufand  men,  he  invefted  Morat,  a fmall  town 
near  the  city  of  Berne. 

The  Swifs,  reinforced  by  the  confederate  cities 
of  Germany,  might  compofe  a body  of  thirty 
thoufand  men:  Their  valour  was  direded  by  the 
experience,  and  inflamed  by  the  example  of  Rene, 
duke  of  Lorrain,  whole  territories  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  had  feized,  and  who  was  now  infpired 
with  a thirft  of  vengeance,  and  the  hopes  of  re- 
turning dominion.  Charles,  on  intelligence  of 
their  approach,  raifed  the  fiege  of  Morat,  and 
advanced  to  meet  them.  But  his  impetuofi^  was 
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ill-fecondcd  by  his  troops ; the  ftcady  courage 
- of  the  Swifs  triumphed  over  all  obftacles ; a 
body  of  four  thoufand  horfe  completed  the  con- 
fufion  of  the  vanquilhed  ; and  eighteen  thoufand 
Burgundians  were  fuppofed  to  have  periflied  in  the 
battle  of  Morat : The  duke  of  Burgundy  himfelf 
continued  his  flight  beyond  the  mountains  ; and  it 
was  not  till  he  arrived  at  St.'  Claud,  that  he  con- 
fidcred  himfelf  in  fafety. 

The  adtions  of  Granfon  and  Morat  convinced 
Lewis  that  he  could  not  more  effedlually  atchieve 
the  deftrudlion  of  the  duke  than  by  abandoning 
him  to  his  own  unbridled  paflions,  and  to  the  watv 
againfl?  the  Swifs,  which  he  ftill  perfevered  in  with 
incredible  obftinacy.  The  late  defeats  had  cooled 
the  ardour  of  his  allies,  and  confirmed  the  confi-  - 
dence  of  his  enemies  j the  duke  of  Lorrain  had 
recovered  the  city  of  Nancy,  and  great  part  of  " 
his  dominions;  while  Charles,  overwhelmed  with 
lhame  and  indignation,  pafled  his  melancholy 
hours  at  la  Riviere,  and  fecluded  himfelf  almofl 
from  the  fight  of  his  mUfl;  confidential  minifters. 

But  the  lofs  of  Nancy  roufed  him  from  his  le- 
thargy ; and  he  endeavoured  in  vain  to  recover  that 
city,  by  thofe  efforts  which  might  have  preferved 
ft.  He  invefted  it  with  a third  army  againft 
the  advice  of  his  mofl:  experienced  officers; 
but  Charles,  confclous  of  liis  own  breach  of  faith 
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to  the  (iount  dc  St.  Pol,  had  ever  fincC  the  death 
' of  that  nobleman  been  diftruftful  of  his  fubjefts, 
and  ftrove  to  fccure  his  perfon  by  the  attachment 
of  foreigners.  Among  thefc,  the  count  de  Cam- 
pobaflb,  a native  of  Naples,  and  exiled  thence 
as  a partizan  of  the  Houfe  of  Anjou,  held  the  prin- 
cipal place  in  his  favour.  Whatever  motives 
might  ftipulate  him,  Campobaflb  repaid  the 
kindnefs  of  the  duke  with  the  blackcft  ingrati- 
tude and  bafeR  treafon  } it  is  obfeurely  hinted  that 
he  once  fufFered  from  the  ungovernable  rage  of 
Charles,  the  indignity  of  a blow ; but  all  hifto-. 
rians  agree,  that  he  repeatedly  offered  to  the  king 
of  France  to  deliver  up  to  him  his  mafter,  alive 
or  dead.  Though  Lewis  was  but  little  fcrupulous 
in  the  mcafures  which  he  adopted,  he  abhorred  a 
treachery  which  diffolved  all  ties  between  the 
prince  and, his  fervant ; he  even  revealed  the  dc- 
fign  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy : But  the  charat^ler 
of  Lewis  induced  Charles  to  defpife  the  intelli- 
gence. “If  it  were  true,  the  king  would  never 
" impart  to  me  fo  important  a fecret,”  was  the 
reply  of  Charles ; who  even  redoubled  his  ma^ks 
of  confidence  and  attachment  to  the  perfidious 
Neapolitan. 

•The  duke  of  Burgundy  was  ftill  oc- 
cupied in  the  fiege  of  Nancy,  which 
he  preffed,  rcgardlcfs  of  the  indemetK^  of  win- 
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ter,  when  he  was  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  9 
numerous  army  of  Germans,  commanded  by  the 
duke  of  Lorrain,  who  diligently  advanced  to  the 
relief  of  his  capital.  Charles  quitted  his  en- 
trenchments to  meet  his  enemies ; his  army,  fcarce 
amounting  to  four  thouland  men,  harraffed  by  in- 
ceflfant  Icrvicc,  and  dilpirited  by  former  defeats, 
was  foon  broken  by  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the 
Germans.  Charles  himfclf  in  vain  fought  with 
the  moft  heroic  courage,  and  expofcd  his  perfon 
wherever  the  dai^cr  was  moft  confpicuousj 
when  the  route  became  general,  he  was  borne 
away  in  the  flight.  Campobaflb,  who  had  deferted 
previous  to  the  aftion  with  about  e^hty  men  at 
arms,  left  twelve  or  fifteen  men  about  the  duke’s 
perfon,  with  a ftrift  command  to  aflTafllnate  him 
amidft  the  tumult:  Thefc  executed  their  detefta- 
ble  commiflion  too  faithfully ; and  two  days  af- 
terwards the  body  of  Charles  was  found  dead, 
naked,  and  frozen  > and  pierced  with  three 
wounds. 

Thus  fell  the  laft  male  heir  of  the  houfe  of 
Burgundy,  a viftim  to  his  own  ill -concerted  en- 
terprifes  and  prefumptuous  courage.  Lewis,  lenll- 
ble  of  his  danger  and  anxious  for  his  fate,  at  the 
moment  of  his  death,  was  at  his  favourite  refi- 
dence  of  Pleffis  les  Tours ; he  received  the  intelli- 
gence with  immoderate  joy ; and  die  liberal  re- 
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compencc  he  beftowed  on  the  meffenger  pro- 
claimed his  unbounded  tranfports  at  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  his  rival.  The  death  of  Charles  open- 
ed a wide  and  flattering  profpeft  to  his  ambi- 
tion i That  prince  left  behind  him  an  empty 
treafury,  a feeble  council,  and  an  army  without 
courage  or  difcipline.  His  only  daughter,  Mary, 
had  not  yet  attained  her  twentieth  year;  and 
during  the  life  of  her  father  Ihe  had  been  fuc- 
ceflively  proraifed  to  feveral  different  princes,  ac- 
cording as  their  alliances  were  favourable  to  the 
ambitious  projefts  he  entertained.  Several  of 
tlie  provinces  which  Mary  inherited  had  been  dif- 
memberedfrom  the  kingdom  of  France;  and  the 
dominions  of  Lewis,  which  ftretched  along  the 
frontier  of  her  territories,  pointed  out  to  his  hopes 
the  favourable  moment  of  aggrandifement. 

That  he  might  be  able  to  exert  his  whole  forte 
on  this  occalion,  he  refufed  to  fupport  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  firft  prince  of  the 
blood,  and  whom  he  had  compelled  to  marry 
Jane,  his  youngeft  daughter,  a princefs  ignorant, 
deformed,  and  deemed  incapable  of  bearing  chil- 
dren. The  untimely  fate  of  Galeas,  duke  of 
Milan,  who  was  aflafTinated  in  the  midft  of  his 
guards,  feemed  to  open  a defirable  opportunity  for 
the  duke  of  Orleans  to  fubftantiate  the  claims  to 
that  duchy,  which  he  derived  from  his  grand-mo- 
ther Valcntia  Vifcomti;  but  Lewis,  whofc  naniral 
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jcaloufy  would  probably  have  prevented  him  from 
countenancing  the  meafure,  was  now  folely  cn- 
groffed  by  the  expedation  of  uniting  to  his  crown 
the  dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy.  Two 
paths  prefented  themlelves^  to  bis  view:  The  firft 
was  the  marriage  of  the  dauphin,  the  fecond  that 
of  the  count  of  Angouleme,  a prince  of  the  blood, 
with  the  daughter  of  the  late  duke.  By  the  for- 
mer he  would  have  annexed  all  her  territories  to 
his  own,  and  rendered  France  the  mofl:  powerful  , 
monarch  in  Europe  ; but  one  obflacle  intervened 
in  the  difparity  of  age  between  the  dauphin,  then 
pnly  eight  years  old,  and  Mary,  who  was  already 
twenty.  The  Flemings  alfo  regarded  with  dif- 
truft  the  choice  of  a matter  pottclTed  of  fuch  re- 
fources  as  might  enable  him  to  opprefs  their  Hi- 
berties  ; and  the  dread  of  whofe  government  was 
increafed  by  the  odious  maxims  which  he  public- 
ly profefled.  From  thele  objeftions  the  count  of 
Angouleme  was  free  j and  Mary  herfelf  had  dif- 
covered  fome  inclination  to  beftow  her  hand  on 
that  prince.  By  this  marriage  Lewis  would  have 
prevented  her  dominions  from  being  conveyed  tq 
a rival  power  •,  and  in  return  for  the  fplcndid 
ettablifhment  which  the  count  of  Angouleme 
would  obtain,  he  might  have  ftipulated  concef- 
fions  highly  beneficial  to  the  crown  of  France, 
But  that  monarch  had  been  fo  long  accuftomed 
to  tread  the  crooked  paths  of  infidious  policy, 
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diat  he  defpifed  the  plain  and  open  road ; and 
whether  aftuated  by  the  dread  of  aggranclifing  a 
fubjeft,  or  liis  unrelenting  deteftation  of  the  race 
of  Burgundy,  he  adopted  a courfe  lefs  likely  to 
fucceed,  but  better  adapted  to  his  genius,  and 
more  confiftent  with  his  dil'pofition. 

While  he  amufcd  Mary  with  infifting  on  the 
imprafticable  match  with  the  dauphin,  he  propo- 
fed  to  render  himfelf,  by  force  of  arms,  mailer  of 
her  dominions.  He  addrefled  circular  letters  to 
the  principal  cities  of  the  duchy,  reprclenting  that 
Burgundy  had  only  been  given  by  king  John  to 
the  male  heirs  of  his  fon  Philip,  and  that  it  now 
confequently  reverted  to  the  crown.  Though  he 
was  fcnfible  that  this  plea  could  impofe  on  none, 
yet  he  was  fatisfied  that  it  might  afford  an  excufe 
to  thofe  whom  the  more  perfualive  arguments  of 
intereft  Ihould  allure  to  his  llandard.  The  go- 
vernors of  the  towns  were  corrupted  to  defert  their 
Ibvereign ; the  inhabitants  were  feduced  to  rile 
againft  thofe  governors  who  preferved  their  allegi- 
ance; and  upon  the  approach  of  Lewis,  Ham, 
Peronne,  St.  Quintin,  Roie,  Mondidier,  Vervins 
and  Landrecy,  opened  their  gates  to  him.  The 
Hates  affembled  at  Dijon  were  fummoned  to  yield 
obedience  to  the  king;  thefe  complied  upon  the 
exprefs  condition,  that  a general  amnefty  Ihould 
be  granted  to  all  thofe  who  had  ferved  the  late 
' M m 4 duke. 
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duke,  or  who  were  ftill  attached  to  the  princefe 
his  daughter ; and  that  the  king  (hould  evacuate 
the  duchy  in  cafe  Charles,  their  rightful  prince, 
again  appeared  j a ftipulation  founded  on  a report 
which  was  eagerly  circulated,  that  Charles  had 
efcaped  the  difaftrous  field  of  Nancy,  and  had  re- 
tired to  Jerufalem  to  pals  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  folitude  and  penitence. 

The  province  of  Artois  was  fubdued  by  the 
fame  means  as  the  county  of  Burgundy;  but^ 
Flanders  refifted  the  arms  and  arts  of  the  king  of 
France.  Oliver  le  Dain,  who  though  at  firft  only 
barber  to  Lewis,  foon  acquired  the  confidence  of 
that  monarch,  held  intelligence  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ghent  j but  difappointed  in  his  hopes  of 
exciting  thefe  to  revolt  againft  Mary,  he  retired 
precipitately  to  Tournay,  whofe  citizens  readily 
lillened  to  his  fplendid  promifes,  and  opened  their 
gates  to  a detachment  of  the  French.  Mean- 
while Dammartin,  grand  matter  to  Lewis,  furprif- 
ed  and  levelled  Avefne  to  the  ground,  burnt  Caf- 
fel,  and  ravaged  the  open  country  with  tliat  fpirit 
of  devattation  which  could  only  be  fuggetted  by 
his  unfeeling  fovereign. 

Now  were  the  talents  and  induttry  of  Lewis  lefs 
difplaycd  in  die  cabinet  than  in  the  field.  . His 
pradlices  unfold  a leries  of  the  meanett  fallhood, 
and  the  deepett  trcachcrj’.  Me  negociated  with 
2 Mary  j 
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Mary  ; and  in  order  to  render  her  odious  to  her 
iubje<5b,  he  betrayed  to  them  her  moft  important 
fecrets,  he  carried  on  a private  correfpondgnce 
with  the  two  minifters  whom  flic  chiefly  trufted, 
and  then  communicated  the  letters  which  he  had 
received  from  them  to  the  flares  of  Flanders  j 
•ho,  enraged  at  their  perfidy,  brought  them  im- 
mediately to  trial,  tortured  them  with  extreme 
cruelty,  and  unmoved  by  the  tears  and  entreaties 
of  their  fovercign,  who  knew  and  approved  of 
all  that  the  minifters  had  done,  they  beheaded 
them  in  her  prefence. 

But  the  perfidy  which  Lewis  pradifed  againfl 
the  miniflers,  and  the  fury  with  which  he  ravag- 
ed the  fertile  fields  of  the  Flemings,  inflead  of 
fubduing,  ferved  only  to  confirm  the  averfion  of 
that  people  to  his  government : and  Mary,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  States  of  Flanders,  bcflow- 
ed  her  hand  and  noble  inheritance  on  Maximi- 
lian, archduke  of  Auftria,  and  fon  of  t!ie  empe- 
ror Frederick  the  Third  j the  king  of  France, 
alarmed  at  having  thus  unexpededly  aggran- 
dized a rival  power,  endeavoured  to  counterba- 
lance the  error  by  an  alliance  with  Edward  the' 
Fourth  of  England.  He  had  previoufly  infeded 
that  monarch,  who  was  frequently  aftuated  by 
paflions  unworthy  of  a Ibvereign  and  a ftatefman, 
with  a jealoufy  of  his  brother  Clarence ; this  had 

induced 
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induced  the  king  of  England  to  ncglcft  the  ad- 
vances which  were  made  of  marrying  Clarence 
to  Mary  of  Burgundy,  and  inclined  him  to  be- 
hold with  indifference  the  conqueft  of  Lewis  over 
that  country  j he  now  confented  to  convert  the 
truce  formerly  concluded  into  a folid  peace,  which 
was  to  continue  during  the  joint  lives  of  the  tw8 
kings,  and  for  a year  after. 

The  independence  of  Flanders  was 
A.D.  i*78.  jjy  union  of  Maximilian 

with  Mary ; and  by  the  return  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  to  the  party  of  that  princefs,  the  flames 
of  war  were  again  extended  to  the  cities  of  Bur- 
gundy. The  French  were  expelled  from  feveral 
confiderablc  towns ; and  Lewis  had  reafon  hburiy 
to  apprehend  the  entire  revolt  of  that  country, 
when,  his  fears  were  diflipated  by  unexpefted 
overtures  of  peace  frotn  Maxittiilian.  The  com- 
jniflioners  of  the  two  monarchs  concluded  a 
truce  at  Lens,  without  exprelTing  any  term  for  its 
duration,  and  without  including  the  county 
Burgundy,  which  was  foon  again  reduced  by  the 
arms  of  Lewis.  . if 

. This  ftripenfion  of  public  hoftilities  could  fcarce 
be  called  a (late  of  tranquillity  to  the  unhappy 
fubjefts  of  France;  with  his, years  the  fanguinary 
difpofition  of  Lewis  increafcd  ; he  had  nourilhed 
an  inceffant  defire  of  vengeance  againft  James 

d’.Ar- 
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d’Armagnac,  duke  of  Nemours,  one  of  the  firft 
noblemen  in  the  kingdom,  and  who  had  appeared 
a Zealous  confederate  in  the  " League  for  the  public 
Good.”  The  authority  of  the  fovercign,  gradually 
extended,  no  longer  knew  any  bounds  but  hk  own 
will  i the  execution  of  the  count  de  St.  Pol  had 
broken  the  fpirits  of  the  nobility  of  France ; and 
Lewis  refblved  to  fatiate  his  thirft  of  revenge  on 
the  duke  of  Nemours.  That  unfortunate  noble- 
man, to  avoid  the  refentment  of  his  royal  mafter, 
had  retired  to  the  fortrefs  of  Carlat,  among  the 
mountains  of  Auvergne.  He  was  there  befieged  by 
the  feigneur  de  Beaujeu,  who  had  married  Anne, 
the  daughter  of  Lewis : But  the  fituation  of  the 
caftle  rendered  it  almoft  inacceflible  by  force; 
and  the  duke  of  Nemours  received  the  moft 
folemn  affurances  of  fafety,  if  he  would  furrender 
himfelf.  Confiding  in  the  honour  of  his  enemy, 
he  complied  j but  the  king,  who  fported  with  all 
the  ties  of  virtue  and  fociety,  caufed  him,  in  vio- 
lation of  his  folemn  compaft,  to  be  carried  to  the 
Baftile  : He  was  confined  within  an  iron  cage,  the 
familiar  inftrument  of  his  Ibvercign’s  cruelty;  even 
the  judges,  who  reluftantly  condemned  him  to  be 
beheaded,  were  reprimanded  becaufe  they  had  re- 
leafed  him  from  the  narrow  circle  of  his  confine- 
ment during  his  examination.  The  inhumanity 
of  the  king  extended  beyond  the  fentence,  to 
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tnfuk  the  offspring  and  embitter  the  hft  moments 
of  the  unhappy  criminal ; By  an  unprecedented  re- 
finement in  cruelty,  he  commanded  the  two  fons 
of  the  duke,  as  yet  in  early  childhood*  and  confe- 
sjuently  incapable  of  any  participation  in  his  treafon, 
Co  be  placed  direftly  under  the  fcaffbldi  where 
they  were  covered  with  the  blood  of  their  wretched 
father,  which  defeended  on  their  heads. 

The  concurring  teftimonies  of  contemporary 
hiftorians  fcarcc  allow  us  to  credit  the  various  bar- 
barities which  (lamp  witli  indelible  infamy  the 
reign  of  Lewis : Four  thoufand  perfons,  without 
the  form  of  trial,  are  fuppofed  to  have  periflied 
the  unhappy  viflims  of  his  bloody  fufpicions  and 
jefentments:  Yet  while  we  deteft  hjs  cruelty,  we 
are  frequently  compelled  to  acknowledge  his 
firmnefs  and  fagacity.  The  wealth  of  the  fa- 
mily of  the  Medici,  acquired  by  trade,  and  the 
magnificent  fpirit  of  the  firft  Cofmo,  gave  him 
fuch  an  afcendancy  over  his  countrymen,  that 
though  the  forms  of  a popular  government  were 
preferved,  he  was  in  reality  the  head  of  the  com- 
monwealth. A confiderable  degree  of  his'  power 
he  tranfmitted  to  his  defeendants  ; his  grandfons, 
Laurence  and  Julian,  had  rendered  themfelves 
obnoxious  to  pope  Sixtus  the  Fourth } and  the  holy 
fuccefibr  of  St.  Peter  did  not  hcfitatc  to  engage 
the  envy  of  fome  citizens  of  Florence  in  a con- 
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fpiraq^  againft  the  lives  of  the  Medici.  Tlw 
church  was  fixed  on  as  the  feene  of  aftion;  Julian 
perifiied  by  the  daggers  of  the  afTaffins  ; but  Lau- 
rence was  preferved  amidft  the  tumult  by  the  zeal 
and  fidelity  of  his  friends.  At  the  fame  momenc 
the  troops  of  Sixtus  entered  the  territories  of 
Florence,  and  extended  their  devaftations  to  the 
gates  of  the  city.  The  houfe  of  Medici,  un- 
equal to  the  conteft,  implored  the  proteftion  of 
the  king  of  France.  Lewis,  though  the  flavc  of 
the  moft  abgeft  fuperftition,  aflerted  on  this  oc- 
cafion  the  pretenfions  of  Laurence  againft  the 
Roman  pontiff ; and  the  court  of  Rome,  after  an 
ineffeftual  difplay  of  thofc  arts  for  which  fhe  was 
celebrated,  was  compelled  to  recall  her  cenfiircs, 
and  to  yield  to  the  powerful  mediation  of  the  king 
of  France. 

To  fecure  more  firmly  the  friendfhip 
of  England, . Lewis  contrafled  the  dau-  ^ 
phin  to  Elifabeth,  the  eldeft  daughter  of  Edward 
the  Fourth ; while  Maximilian,  ardent  and  fickle  in 
his  enterprifes,  refumed  his  claim  to  Burgundy,  and 
renewed  the  war  before  the  expiration  of  the  truce. 
A variety  of  defultory  aftions,  and  the  muhial 
deftrudtioa  ot  cities,  can  afford  but  little  enter- 
tainment to  the  reader;  the  hoftile  armies  at 
length  engaged  at  Guinegate ; the  Flemings  were 
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broken  by  the  impetuous  charge  of  the  Frenclij 
but  the  viAory  was  ravifhed  from  the  latter  by 
their  own  imprudence : While  they  heedlefsly  urged 
the  purfuit,  the  infantry  of  the  Flemings  rallied, 
and  returned  to  the  charge  j yet  the  field  fcems 
only  to  have  been  diftinguiflied  by  the  indifcrimi- 
nate  fiaughter  of  both  parties;  and  the  king  of 
France  foon  obtained  a more  decifive  advantage 
at  fea,  by  the  capture  of  fourfeore  veflcls  belong- 
ing to  the  Flemings ; a lofs  fenfiWy  felt  by  a 
commercial  people. 

Their  late  difafter  inclined  the  ftates 
A.D.  i+8o,  Plunders  to  peace,  and  a truce  was 
agreed  to  by  Lewis,  who  previoudy  terminated  a 
languid  and  uninterefting  war,  which  he  had  en- 
tered into  with  Ferdinand,  king  of  Arragon.  But 
nature  was  opprefled  by  his  continual  and  unwea- 
ried application  to  bufinefs,;  and  at  a village  near 
Chinon,  in  Touraine,  he  was  feized  with  a fit  of 
apoplexy.  T wo  days  he  lay  motionlefs  and  fpecch- 
lefs;  at  the  end  of  which  time  his  voice  and  intel- 
lects returned,  but  not  the  health  he  had  formerly' 
enjoyed:  Yet  his  indifpofition  prevented  him 
not  from  adjufting  the  affairs  of  Savoy,  and  de- 
claring himfdf  the  proteCtor  of  his  infant  nephew 
Charles.  With  the  fame  zeal  he  applied  himfclf 
to  eftablin;  the  tranquil  fucceflion  of  his  own  fon 
by  crulhing  the  nobles  who  were  moft  capable  of 
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refiftancc ; he  feizcd  without  a fhadow  of  pretence 
the  lands  of  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  the  only  prince 
who  poflefled  qualities  which  could  give  him  any  - 
je’aloufy  j yet  the  dauphin,  for  whofe  future  gran- 
deur he  fo  afiiduoufly  waded  through  fcas  of 
blood,  he  kept  a fort  of  prifoner  in  the  caftle  of 
Amboife,  wliere  none  were  permitted  to  approach 
him  except  fervants  and  perfons  of  the  meaneft 
condition;  his  own  confort,  whofe  patient  and 
enduring  attachment  merited  a better  trea\inent, 
he  banilhed  into  Savoy ; and  by  his  laft  will  he 
exprefsly  precluded  her  from  any  fliare  in  the  go- 
vernment, and  endeavoured  to  infpire  his  fon  with 
fentiments  of  diftruft  and  averfion  towards  his 
mother.  , 

The  death  of  Charles,  titular  king  ^ P 
of  Naples,  and  the  laft  prince  of  the  '♦**>  h»i- 
fecond  Houfe  of  Anjou,  added  at  this  junfturc 
the  county  of  Provence  to  the  crown ; but  while 
Lewis  was  employed  in  fccuring  this  new  acqui- 
fition  a fecond  ftroke  of  an  apoplexy  warned  him 
of  his  approaching  end.  Yet  he  again  revived  j 
and  allured  by  the  death  of  Mary  of  Burgundy, 
tvho  died  by  a fall  from  her  horfe  in  hunting,  he 
refumed  his  ambitious  intrigues.  ' The  fate  of  that 
princefs  opened  the  way  to  a pacification  between 
the  king  of  France  and  Maximilian ; and  the  in- 
fant daughter  of  the  latter  was  affianced  to  the 
fon  of  the  former, 
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But  the  king  of  England,  'whofe  principal  views 
'were  direfl*d  to  obtain  fpiendid  eftablilhmenti 
for  his  daughters!  and  who  had  contrafted  hi» ' 
eldeft,  Elizabeth,  to  the  dauphin,  prepared  to  re- 
venge by  amis  the  breach  of  faith  in  Lewis. 
That  monarch,  with  his  ufual  art,  endeavoured  to 
“avert  the  ftorm  by  inciting  James,  king  of  Scot- 
land, to  make  war  upon  England.  But  J ames 
fell  the  viftim  to  a confpiracy  of  his  own  nobles  f 
and  Edward,  burfting  from  the  filkcn  bands  of 
pleafure,  purfued  with  diligence  his  preparations 
for  the  invafion  of  France ; when  his  defigns  were 
broken  by  the  fudden  ftroke  of  death,  and  his 
deceafe  again  plunged  his  Country  into  all  the  mi- 
feries  of  civil  commotion,  from  which  it  had  en- 
joyed fo  fliort  a refpite. 

But  while  the  fortune  of  the  king  of 
A.d.  I48).  pjjnce,  who  on  every  fide  beheld  his 
enemies  humbled  and  his  power  increafed,  was  the 
envy  of  the  neighbouring  princes ; the  objeft  of  that 
envy  was  himfelf  anxioufly  employed  in  the  hope- 
lefe  endeavour  to  prolong  a miferable  exifteneC. 
Every  refource  of  medicine  was  in  vain  exhaufted } 
every  benefit  that  could  be  derived  from  change 
6f  climate  was  in  vain  experienced}  and  Lewis, 
after  ineffedhially  feeking  reft  through  his  fpacious 
dominions,  at  laft  fixed  his  final  refidence  at  Plef- 
fis  les  Tours.  The  walls  of  that  caftlc  were  co- 
vered 
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vered  with  iron  fpikes ; a guard  of  crofs  bow-men 
watched  the  gates  and  ramparts  night  and  day  i 
. and  the  guilty  tyrant  heard  his  enemies  in  every 
palling  wind.  Earth  was  in  vain  ranfacked  to 
revive  his  jaded  appetites ; Heaven  was  in  vain 
invoked  with  prayers  and  proceflions,  to  avert  his 
impending  doom ; all  hope  was  fled ; and  his 
favourite,  Oliver  Ic  Dain,  pronounced  to  him  the 
fentence  of  certain  and  approaching  diflblution ; 
the  king  heard  him  without  betraying  any  emo- 
tions of  terror ; he  fent  for  his  fon  Charles  from 
Amboife,  and  employed  his  lad  moments  in  ad- 
vifing  him  to  cherifh  the  princes  of  his  blood  ; to 
govern  by  the  counfels  of  his  nobles ; to  maintain 
the  eftablilhed  laws  of  the  kingdom ; and  to  di- 
minilh  the  extraordinary  impofts  with  which  he 
had  burdened  his  fubjefts.  This  laft  effort  ex- 
haufled  the  ftrength  of  the  fainting  monarch  : 
and  after  a reign  of  twenty-three  years,  which  by 
the  acquifition  of  Burgundy,  Artois,  and  Provence, 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  fubfequent  grandeur  of 
France,  Lewis,  in  the  fixty-firft  year  of  his  age, 
expired.  Dreaded  by  his  fubjedls,  whom  he  had 
continually  oppreffed,  and  detefled  by  his  neigh- 
bours, whom  he  had  alSduoufly  deceived,  he  yet 
obtained  from  the  obfequious  temper  of  the  re- 
prefentative  of  St.  Peter,  the  title  of  the  Chriftian 
king ; a title  that  has  been  invariably  tranfmitted 
to  his  fucceflbrs. 

voi.  I.  N n The 
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The  dark  and  fubtle  charaftcr  of  Lewis  the 
Eleventh  is  fufficiently  illullrated  by  a review  of 
his  reign  ; but  the  arts  by  which  he  undermined 
the  freedom  of  the  people,  humbled  the  pride  of 
the  nobility,  eftablilhcd  a ftanding  army,  and 
converted  a limited  into  a defpotic  government, 
will,  in  tracing  the  conllitution  of  France,  be- 
come the  objedf  of  our  future  enquiry.  When 
that  throne  was  occupied  by  Hugh  Capet,  the 
founder  of  the  third  race  of  kings,  the  royal  au- 
thority had  dwindled  into  contempt ; the  go- 
vernors of  provinces  and  of  towns,  and  the  great 
officers  of  the  crown,  had  rendered  thpfe  dignities, 
originally  granted  only  during  pleafure  or  for  life, 
hereditary  in  their  families.  Each  of  thefe  had 
ufurped  all  the  rights  which  had  hitherto  been 
deemed  the  diftindfions  of  royalty ; and  every 
lord  in  his  diftridt  purfued  a diftindl  and  feparate 
intereft.  Scarce  any  common  principle  of  unioit 
remained  in  a kingdom  divided  into  fo  many  in- 
dependent baronies ; and  the  general  aflembly,  in 
its  deliberations,  could  hardly  confidcr  the  nation 
as  forming  one  body,  or  eftabliffi  common  regula- 
tions to  be  of  equal  force  in  every  part.  The  ba- 
rons, the  members  of  thefupreme  airembly,  which 
foon  after  was  diftinguiffied  by  the  name  of  the 
States-Gemral,  avoided  enadfing  any  general  laws, 
the  execution  of  which  mull  have  been  invefted 
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ill  the  king,  and  would  have  enlarged  chat  para- 
mount power  which  was  the  object  of  their  jca- 
loufy  : They  therefore  tacitly  relinquilhed  the 

excrcife  of  the  Icgiflativc  authority,  and  confined 
their  Jurifdiftion  to  the  impofition  of  new  taxes, 
the  determination  of  quefiions  with  refpe<T  to  the 
right  of  fucceOion  to  the  crown,  the  fettling  the 
regency  when  the  preceding  monarch  had  nof 
fixed  it  by  will,  and  the  prefenting  remonftrances 
enumerating  the  grievances  of  which  the  nation, 
wilhed  to  obtain  redrefs. 

But  as  the  kings  of  France,  during  fome  cen- 
turies, but  feldom  required  extraordinary  fub(i« 
dies  from  their  fubjefts,  and  as  they  were  Hill  lefs 
inclined  to  liften  to  the  clamotoiis  remonftrances 
of  the  States-General,  thefe  allemblies  were  rarely 
fummoned.  The  legiftative  authority,  filently 
abandoned  by  the  States,  was  affumed  gradually 
by  the  crown  : The  defeendants  of  Hugh  Capet 

had  indeed  already  promulgated  their  laws  within 
their  own  immediate  domains ; but  the  reign  of 
Philip  Augullus  is  marked  by  the  firft  ordinance, 
which  appears  to  have  been  an  abl  of  legiflation 
extending  to  the  whole  kingdom.  It  was  the 
care  of  that  monarch  to  allure  his  fubjedfs  to  ac- 
quiefccnce  by  the  prudent  objeCls  of  his  edidls  ; 
from  the  mild  tenor  in  which  they  were  ilTued 
they  feemed  rather  to  exhort  than  command  ; and 
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the  ftylc  in  which  they  were  compofcd,  rather 
proclaimed  the  provident  parent  anxious  for  his 
childrens’  welfare,  than  the  diftates  of  an  imperi- 
ous and  arbitrary  matter.  The  celebrated  inftitu- 
tions  of  St.  Lewis,  which  aboliftied  judicial  com- 
bats, are  diftinguithed  by  the  fame  prominent 
features.  The  wifdom  and  equity  of  his  code, 
which  at  6rft  was  only  publithed  to  be  obferved 
within  his  own  domains,  enfured  it  a favourable 
reception  throughout  the  kingdom ; and  the  vir- 
tues and  good  intentions  of  its  author  contributed 
to  reconcile  the  nation  to  that  legiflative  authority 
which  the  king  began  to  afl'umc. 

The  people,  from  this  period,  were  accuftomed 
to  behold  their  kings  exercifing  the  foie  legiflative 
power ; and  the  fteps  which  led  from  this  import- 
ant acquifition  to  the  right  of  impofing  taxes  were 
few  and  eafy.  The  fubjeds,  habituated  to  obey 
in  points  of  the  greateft  confcquence,  were  not 
alarmed  when  they  were  required  by  the  royal 
edids  to  contribute  certain  fums  toward  fupplying 
the  exigencies  of  government,  and  carrying  for- 
ward the  meafures  of  the  nation.  The  principal 
nobility  of  that  kingdom  who  might  have  fucceff- 
fully  refilled  the  extenfion  of  the  regal  prerogative, 
had  exhaufted  their  fortunes,  or  yielded  up  their 
lives  in  the  deftrudtivc  wars  which  clouded  the 
reigns  of  John  the  Good  and  Charles  the  Sixth  : 
The  remnant  which  ftill  maintained  their  dignity, 

looked 
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looked  up  to  Charles  the  Seventh  as  their  deli- 
verer from  the  yoke  of  the  Engliih.  That  mo- 
narch was  not  infenfible  to  the  advantages  of  his 
own  fituation,  and  the  mahifeft  decline  of  the 
body  which  he  wiftied  to  deprefs.  He  embraced 
the  firft  interval  of  peace  to  raife  the  regal  pre- 
rogative on  the  ruins  of  the  arlftocracy,  and  to 
new  model  the  conftitution.  The  happy  com- 
plexion of  the  times  allowed  him  to  introduce  in- 
novations the  mod  important  without  the  lead  op- 
pofition,  Difguded  with  the  capricious  fcrvicc  of 
the  vaflals  of  the  crown,  and  under  pretence  of 
keeping  always  on  foot  a force  fufficieat  to  defend 
the  kingdom  againd  any  fudden  invafion  of  the 
Englifli,  he  retained  under  arms  a body  of  nine 
thoufand  cavalry, and  of  fixteen  thoufand  infantry. 

To  provide  the  funds  for  the  fubfidence  of  this 
formidable  danding  army,  he  ventured  by  his  royal 
edidl,  and  without  the  concurrence  of  the  States- 
General  of  the  kingdom,  to  levy  an  extraordinary 
fubfidy  on  his  people.  By  his  conciliating  addrefs 
he  allb  prevailed  on  them  to  render  feveral  taxes 
perpetual,  which  had  been  formerly  impofed  only 
occafionally  and  during  a Ihort  time.  Thus  while 
he  freed  the  crown  from  a precarious  dependance 
in  regard  to  its  revenues  on  the  will  of  the  people, 
he  mortally  wounded  the  andocracy  by  depriving 
the  nobles  of  the  diredion  of  the  military  force  of 
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the  ftatc ; a fourcc  from  whence  they  had  formerly 
derived  their  principal  influence  and  importance. 

The  fyftem  which  had  been  cautioully  and  co- 
vertlypurfued  by  Charles,  was  more  openly  adopt- 
ed, and  more  vigorouHy  embraced  by  his  fon  and 
fucceffor,  Lewis  the  Eleventh.  Yet  the  daring 
fpirit  w'hich  his  early  meafurcs  proclaimed,  gave  a 
tranfient  union  to  the  nobility,  whom  he  wiihed  to 
opprefs ; a momentary  fally  of  refentment  linked 
them  in  one  great  plan  of  defence ; and  Lewis 
"bclicld  with  terror  a confederacy  w'hlcli  was  digni- 
fied by  the  appellation  of  The  League  for  the  public 
Good.  A body  compofed  of  fuch  difeordant  mem- 
bers could  not  long  retain  its  liability  ; it  w'as  foon 
diflblvcd  by  the  arts  of  Lewis;  and  the  monarch, 
to  avert  the  danger  of  a future  confederacy,  flea- 
dily  perfevered  in  the  plan  of  more  filentiy,  though 
not  lefs  efiectually,  cxtinguiiliing  the  privileges  of 
the  nobles.  He,  filled  all  the  departments  of  go- 
vernment with  new  men,  and  often  with  perfons 
whom  he  had  called  from  the  lowcfl  and  moft 
defpifed  funilions  in  life,  and  raifed  at  pleafure 
to  ftations  of  great  powxr  or  trufl : Thcfe  were 

I'iis  only  confidents  whom  he  confulted  in  forming 
his  enterprifes,  and  on  whom  he  devolved  the 
execution  of  them.  The  barons,  removed  from 
the  throne,  were  treated  w'ith  Iludied  neglect; 
every  artifice  was  employed  to  lefien  them  in  the 
cfi>mation  of  the  people ; and  the  king  afiiduoully 
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laboured  to  degrade  the  order,  and  to  reduce  the 
members  of  it  to  the  fame  level  with  his  other 
fubjeds.  No  fooner  had  the  fubtle  monarch  pro- 
feribed  his  nobility  from  offices  of  truft,  and  dc- 
fpoiled  them  of  popularity,  than  he  threw  off  the 
malk,  and  difplayed  the  open  features  of  the  bloody 
and  unfeeling  tyrant.  Thofc  perfons  of  rank  who 
prefuined  to  oppofe  his  fehemes,  or  were  fo  un- 
fortunate as  to  awaken  his  jealoufy,  were  perfecu- 
ted  with  a rigour  from  which  the  pride  of  birth 
had  hitherto  exempted  them.  They  were  tried  by 
judges  who  had  no  right  to  take  cognizance  of 
their  actions ; they  were  fubjedfed  to  the  mod:  fe- 
vere  tortures ; and  were  frequently  condemned 
to  execution  on  the  public  fcaffold,  without  regard 
to  their  illuftrious  parentage,  or  the  dignity  of  their 
condition.  The  houfes  of  Luxemburgh  and  Ar* 
magnac  were  violated  by  the  hands  of  the  common 
executioner ; and  the  eftates  of  the  duke  of  Bour- 
bon were  confifeated  by  the  capricious  fufpicions  • 
of  his  fovereign. 

The  people  beheld  with  aftonilhment,  but  per- 
haps with  regret,  an  order  of  men  whom  they 
had  been  accuftomed  to  regard  with  a mixture  of 
reverence  and  fear,  fhut  up  in  dungeons,  carried 
about  in  iron  cages,  or  condemned  to  the  mod 
degrading  deaths,  at  the  voice  of  their  imperious 
maftcr ; who  while  he  dripped  his  barons  of  their 
power  and  privileges,  daily  extended  the  preroga- 
tive 
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tivc  of  the  crown.  To  the  Handing  forces  which 
his  father  had  raifed  he  added  fix  thoufand  Swifs, 
at  that  time  efteemed  the  beft  difciplined  in- 
fantry in  Europe,  and  whom  he  attached  to  his 
fervice  by  the  moft  liberal  donatives  and  pay. 

' Thefe  he  confidered  as  the  faithful  guardians  of 
his  authority  ; in  their  valour  he  implicitly  con- 
fided ; and  during  the  latter  part  of  his  reign  he 
kept  a confiderable  body  of  them  encamped  in 
one  place. 

Such  an  additional  cflablifhment  required  an 
augmentation  of  the  royal  revenues,  and  Lewis 
was  not  diffident  in  aiferting  the  prerogative  which 
his  father  had  alTumed  of  levying  taxes  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  States-General.  The  im- 
poHs  which  Charles  the  Seventh  had  eflablilhed 
were  nearly  trebled  by  Lewis  the  Eleventh ; and 
thofe  extraordinary  burdens,  the  odium  of  which 
he  was  unwilling  to  bear,  the  fubtle  monarch  im- 
pofed  through  the  medium  of  the  States ; and  daily 
diminifhed  the  popularity  of  thofe  affemblies,  by 
rendering  them  the  inftruments  of  his  exadlions. 
On  thefe  occafions  he  firll  difplayed  thofe  arts  of 
corruption  in  which  modern  princes  have  fince  fo 
eminently  excelled  ; and  by  influencing  the  elec- 
tion of  reprefentatives,  by  bribing  or  overawing 
the  members,  by  artfully  changing  the  forms 
of  their  deliberations,  he  converted  the  nominal 
guardians  of  the  liberties  and  properly  of  the 
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people  into  the  fubfervient  tools  and  fupple  mi- 
pifters  of  the  crown ; and  while  he  afledted  to 
rcfpedl:  the  channel,  fatally  poifoned  the  fourcc  of 
freedom. 

France  by  his  various  acquifitions,  and  by  the 
perfevering  policy  of  his  adminillration,  wa* 
formed  into  one  compadl  kingdom,  which  ac- 
knowledged and  obeyed  the  Angle  hand  of  its 
mailer.  Yet  the  defpotlfm  of  his  fucceflbrs  was 
frequently  bounded  by  two  powers,  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  hidory,  it  will  be  repeatedly  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  advert  to.  i . The  nobles  of  France,  ‘ 
who,  though  deprived  by  Lewis  of  political  privi- 
leges, Hill  poirdled  feveral  pcrfonal  rights,  and 
maintained  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  a degree  of 
lullre  and  delicacy  of  character,  which  frequently 
checked  the  daring  career  of  intemperate  fove- 
reignty  : 2.  The  parliament  of  France,  and  par- 

ticularly of  Paris,  which  during  thole  intervals 
that  the  States-Gencral  had  been  difcontinued,had 
been  inlenfibly  and  gradually  gratified  with  the 
important  pcrmilhon  of  advifing  their  fovereign, 
and  of  approving  and  regillering  his  edifls  and 
ordinances,  before  they  were  publilhcd  and 
declared  to  be  of  authority  in  the  kingdom, 
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